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Proceedings  of  First  Confederate 

Congress — First  Session 

(In  Part) 


The  Confederate  Congress 

The  convention  of  delegates  from  the  seceding  States  met  at 
Montgomery,  Alabama,  on  February  4,  1861.  On  February  9, 
it  adopted  a  provisional  constitution  for  the  Confederate  States 
and  on  the  same  date  elected  Jefferson  Davis,  President,  and 
Alexander  H.  Stephens,  Vice-President  of  the  Provisional  Gov- 
ernment. The  convention  then  styled  itself  the  Provisional  Con- 
gress. The  Provisional  Congress  had  four  sessions :  February  4, 
1861,  to  March  16,  1861 ;  April  29,  1861,  to  May  22,  1861  (at 
Montgomery)  :  and  July  20,  1861,  to  August  22,  1861 ;  November 
18,  1 86 1,  to  February  17,  1862  (at  Richmond). 

The  regular  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  was  elected  in 
November,  1861 ;  at  the  same  time  Davis  and  Stephens  were 
elected  regular  President  and  Vice-President  for  a  term  of  six 
years,  beginning  February  22,  1862.  There  were  four  sessions 
of  the  First  Congress:  February  18,  1862,  to  April  22,  1862; 
August  12,  1862,  to  October  13,  1862;  January  12,  1863,  to  May 
8,  1863;  December  7,  1863,  to  February  18,  1864.  The  Second 
Congress,  elected  in  November,  1863,  had  two  sessions  and  came 
to  an  end  with  the  fall  of  Richmond. 

The  present  publication  begins  the  proceedings  of  the  First 
Congress.  The  journal  and  acts  of  this  Congress,  as  of  the  other 
Confederate  Congresses,  have  been  printed ;  but  this  forms  but  a 
skeleton.  The  Southern  Historical  Society  now  publishes  what 
are  full  abstracts  of  the  debates,  compiled  from  the  newspapers. 
The  Richmond  Examiner  is  the  newspaper  mainly  used,  but 
other  papers  have  been  consulted  to  remedy  deficiencies  in  the 
files  of  the  Examiner  and  to  serve  as  a  check.  As  might  be 
expected,  the  proceedings  in  the  House  of  Representatives  are 
fuller  than  in  those  of  the  Senate.  It  is  believed  that  very  little 
that  was  said  in  the  Confederate  Congress  is  omitted  from  this 
publication,  which  will  probably  continue  until  all  the  sessions  of 
the  regular  Congress  have  been  covered. 


The  Confederate  Congress* 

(First  Session) 

Tuesday,  Feb.   i8,   1861. 
SENATE 

The  Senators-elect  to  the  Congress  under  the  Permanent  Con- 
stitution having  convened  in  their  room  in  the  State  capitol, 
Vice-President  Stephens  called  the  body  to  order,  and,  having 
ascertained  what  Senators  were  present,  administered  the  oath  to 
them.  The  following  Senators  were  present  and,  on  exhibiting 
their  certificates  of  election,  were  qualified: 

State  of  Alabama — None  present. 

Arkansas — Messrs.  [Robert  W.]  Johnson  and  [Charles  B. 
Mitchel]  Mitchell. 

Florida — Messrs.  [Augustus  E.]  Maxwell  and  [James  M.] 
Baker. 

Georgia — Mr.   [Benjamin  H.]   Hill. 

Kentucky— Mr.  [W.  E.]  Simms. 

Louisiana — Mr.  [Edward]   Sparrow. 

Mississippi — Mr.  [Albert  G.]  Brown. 

Missouri — Messrs.   [John  B.]   Clark  and   [R.  L.  Y.]   Peyton. 

North  Carolina — Messrs.  [George]  Davis  and  [William  T.] 
Dortch. 

South  Carolina — Messrs.  [Robert  W.]  Barnwell  and  [James 
L.]  Orr. 

Tennessee — Messrs.  [Landon  Carter]  Haynes  and  [Gustavus 
A.]   Henry. 

Texas— Mr.  [Williamson  S.]  Oldham.  (Mr.  [L.  T.]  Wigfall 
came  in  before  the  adjournment.) 

Virginia— Messrs.  [R.  M.  T.]  Hunter  and  [William  Ballard] 
Preston. 


*Journal  of  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America  1861- 
1865,  Volume  II.,  Washington,  Government  Printing  Office,  1904  (Senate 
Document,  No.  234). 
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A  quorum  being  present,  Vice-President  Stephens  announced 
that  the  next  business  in  order  would  be  the  election  of  a  presid- 
ing officer.  (This  election  is  for  the  interregnum,  until  the  in- 
auguration of  the  Permanent  Executive.) 

Mr.  Hunter,  of  Virginia,  was  nominated  for  President  pro 
tern,  by  Mr,  Dortch,  of  North  Carolina,  and  was  unanimously 
elected,  the  vote  being  taken  viva  voce.  He  was  conducted  to 
the  chair  by  a  committee  of  three — Messrs.  Hill,  Johnson  and 
Simms. 

Mr.  Hunter,  on  taking  the  chair,  said :  Senators,  allow  me  to 
return  you  my  thanks  for  the  high  honour  you  have  done  me  in 
calling  me  to  this  position,  and  to  say  the  best  return  I  can  make 
for  it  is  to  endeavour,  to  the  utmost  of  my  ability,  to  discharge 
its  duties  with  energy  and  impartiality. 

Election  of  Secretary  of  the  Senate 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Orr,  of  South  Carolina,  the  Senate  proceeded 
to  ballot  for  a  Secretary. 

Mr.  Sparrow,  of  Louisiana,  nominated  Charles  Downdes,  of 
Louisiana. 

Mr.  Clark,  of  Missouri,  nominated  Mr.  Andrew  H.  Dawson, 
of  Alabama. 

Mr.  Oldham,  of  Texas,  nominated  Mr.  Johnson  H.  Cooper, 
of  Georgia. 

Mr.  Preston,  of  Virginia,  nominated  Mr.  Eubank,  of  Virginia. 

Mr.  Barnwell,  of  South  Carolina,  nominated  Mr.  James  H. 
Nash,  of  South  Carolina. 

first  ballot 

The  first  ballot  resulted  as  follows: 

For  Mr.  Dawson— Messrs.  Baker,  Clark,  Hill,  Johnson,  Max- 
well, Simms— 6. 

For  Mr.  Hooper — Messrs.  Davis,  Dortch,  Oldham,  Peyton — 4. 
For  Mr.  Nash — Messrs.  Barnwell,  Haynes,  Henry,  Orr — 4. 
For  Mr.  Downdes — Messrs.  Mitchell,  Sparrow — 2. 
For  Mr.  Eubank — Messrs.  Brown,  Preston — 2. 
For  Mr.  Montague — Mr.  Hunter — i. 
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second  ballot 

For  Mr.  Dawson — Messrs.  Baker,  Clark,  Dortch,  Hill,  Johnson, 
Maxwell,  Mitchell — 7. 

For  Mr.  Hooper — Messrs.  Davis,  Oldham,  Peyton — 3. 

For  Mr.  Nash — Messrs.  Barnwell,  Brown,  Haynes,  Henry, 
Orr— 5. 

For  Mr.  Eubank — Messrs.  Hunter,  Preston,  Simms — 3. 

For  Mr.  Downdes — Mr.  Sparrow — i. 

THIRD   BALLOT 

For  Mr.  Dawson — Messrs.  Baker,  Clark,  Dortch,  Johnson, 
Maxwell,  Mitchell — 6. 

For  Mr.  Hooper — Messrs.  Davis,  Hill,  Oldham,  Peyton, 
Sparrow — 5. 

For  Mr.  Nash — Messrs.  Barnwell,  Brown,  Haynes,  Hunter, 
Orr,  Simms — ^7  (6). 

For  Mr.  Eubank — Mr.  Preston — i. 

FOURTH  BALLOT 

For  Mr.  Dawson — Messrs.  Baker,  Clark,  Johnson,  Maxwell, 
Mitchell,  Preston — 6. 

For  Mr.  Hooper^ — Messrs.  Davis,  Dortch,  Oldham,  Peyton, 
Sparrow,  Simms — 6. 

For  Mr.  Nash^ — Messrs.  Barnwell,  Brown,  Haynes,  Henry, 
Hill,  Hunter,  Orr— 7. 

FIFTH    BALLOT 

Resulted  precisely  as  the  fourth  ballot. 

SIXTH    BALLOT 

For  Mr.  Dawson — Messrs.  Dortch,  Johnson — 2. 

For  Mr.  Hooper — Messrs.  Davis,  Maxwell,  Mitchell,  Oldham, 
Peyton,  Sparrow — 6. 

For  Mr.  Nash — Messrs.  Barnwell,  Baker,  Brown,  Clark, 
Haynes,  Henry,  Hill,  Hunter,  Orr,  Preston,  Simms — 11. 

Mr.  Nash  having  received  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast,  was 
declared  duly  elected  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  and  was  sworn 
by  Mr.  Hunter,  to  obey  the  laws  and  Constitution  of  the  United 
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States.     (Laughter.)     The  President  corrected  the  oath  to  that 
of  allegiance  to  "the  Confederate  States." 

Election  of  Senate  Doorkeeper 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Orr,  of  South  Carolina,  the  Senate  went 
into  an  election  for  Doorkeeper.  Mr.  Orr  suggested  that  the 
Senate  might  dispense  with  the  services  of  a  Sergeant-at-Arms ; 
and  that  the  election  to  such  office  might  at  least  be  postponed 
for  the  present. 

The  following  candidates  for  Doorkeeper  were  put  in  nomina- 
tion :  Mr.  [James]  Page,  of  North  Carolina ;  Mr.  Wadsworth,  of 
Georgia;  Mr.  Andrew  Hill,  of  Tennessee. 

FIRST  ballot 

For  Mr.  Page — Messrs.  Baker,  Davis,  Dortch,  Hunter,  Max- 
well, Mitchell,  Preston — 7. 

For  Mr.  Wadsworth — Messrs.  Barnwell,  Brown,  Hill,  Johnson, 
Oldham,  Peyton,  Sparrow — 7. 

For  Mr.  Hill— Messrs.  Clark,  Haynes,  Henry — 3. 

For  Mr.  Doring — Messrs.  Orr,  Simms — 2. 

second  ballot 

For  Mr.  Page — Messrs.  Baker,  Clark,  Davis,  Dortch,  Haynes, 
Henry,  Hunter,  Maxwell,  Mitchell,  Orr,  Preston — 11. 

For  Mr.  Wadsworth — Messrs.  Barnwell,  Brown,  Hill,  Johnson, 
Oldham,  Peyton,  Sparrow,  Simms,  Wigfall — 9. 

Mr.  Page  was  declared  elected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Orr,  twelve  o'clock  was  fixed  as  the  daily 
hour  for  the  assembling  of  the  Senate,  and  the  Senate  then  ad- 
journed. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES* 
The  House  was  called  to  order  at  the  hour  of  12  o'clock  M. 
by  Hon.  Howell  Cobb,  of  Georgia,  President  of  the  Provisional 
Congress,  Mr.  Wm.  F.  Gordon,  of  Virginia,  acting  as  temporary 
clerk,  and  opened  with  prayed  by  Rev.  James  A.  Duncan. 


*The  Journal  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the  first  session  is 
printed  in  Senate  Documents,  No.  234,  Journal  of  Congress  of  Confederate 
States,  Volume  V.   (1903-1904). 
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Mr.  Cobb  instructed  the  temporary  clerk  to  call  the  roll  of 
members  according  to  States,  alphabetically,  and  as  each  State 
was  called,  the  members  from  that  State  should  come  forward 
and  hand  in  their  credentials. 

It  having  been  ascertained  that  but  few  members  had  their 
credentials  at  the  hall,  that  part  of  the  proceeding  was  dispensed 
with  and  each  member  answered  to  his  name  when  called. 

The  following  members  were  present : 

Alabama — Messrs.  [E.  S.]  Dargan,  [Wm.  P.]  Chilton,  [Jas. 
L.]  Pugh,  [J.  L.  M.]  Curry,  [John  P.]  Rawls,  [Thos.  J.] 
*Foster,  [David]  Clopton  and  [F.  S.]  Lyon. 

Arkansas — Messrs.  [FeHx  I.]  Batson,  [G.  D.]  Royston,  [A. 
H.]  Garland  and  [Thos.  B.]  Hanly. 

Florida — Messrs.  [Jas.  B.]  Dawkins  and  [R.  B.]  Hilton. 

Georgia — Messrs.  [A.  H.]  Kenan,  [Hines]  Holt,  [A.  R.] 
Wright,  [Lucius  J.]  Gartrell,  [William  W.]  Clark,  [Robert 
P.]  Trippe,  [David  W.]  Lewis,  [Chas.  J.]  *Munnerlynn  and 
[Hardy]  Strickland. 

Kentucky — Messrs.  [Willis  B.]  Machen,  [John  W.]  Crockett, 
[Henry  E.]  Read,  [George  W.]  Ewing,  [H.  W.]  Bruce, 
•[James  W.]  Moore,  [Robert  J.]  Breckinridge  [Jr.,]  and 
[John  M.]  Elliott. 

Louisiana — Messrs.  [Duncan  F.]  Kenner,  [Charles]  Villere, 
[John]  Perkins,  Jr.,  [Charles  M.]  Conrad,  [Henry]  Marshall 
and  [Louis]   Dupre. 

Mississippi — Messrs.  [John  J.]  McRae,  [J.  W.]  Clapp,  *Davis, 
[Israel]   Welsh,   [Otho  R.]   Singleton  and  *Barksdale. 

Missouri — Messrs.  [Caspar  W.]  Bell,  [George  G.]  Vest, 
[A.  H.]  Conrow,  [Wm.  M.]  Cooke,  [Thos.  W.]  Freeman  and 
[Thos.  A.]  Harris. 

North  Carolina — Messrs.  [Robt.  R.]  Bridgers,  [Owen  R.] 
Kenan,  [T.  D.]  McDowell,  [Thos.  S.]  Ashe,  [A.  H.]  *Arrington, 
[J.  R.]  McLean,  [Wm.]  Lander,  [B,  S.]  Gaither  and  [A.  T.] 
Davidson. 


*His  name  does  not  appear  in  the  Journal. 
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South  Carolina— Messrs.  [Wm.  W.]  Boyce,  [W.  P.]  Miles, 
[M.  L.]  Bonham,  [John]  McQueen,  Ayer  and  [James]  Farrow. 

Tennessee — Messrs.  [D.  M.]  Currin,  [Henry  S.]  Foote, 
[Thos.]  Menees,  [Geo.  W.]  Jones,  [W.  G.]  Swan,  [W.  H.] 
Tibbs,  [E.  L.]   Gardiner  [Gardenhire]  and  [J.  B.]   Heiskell. 

Texas— Messrs.  [J.  A.]  Wilcox,  [P.  W.]  Gray,  [C.  C.] 
Herbert,  [W.  B.]  Wright,  [M.  D.]  Graham  and  [F.  B.]  Sexton. 

Virginia — Messrs.  [John  R.]  Chambliss,  *Garnett,  [James] 
Lyons,  [Roger  A.]  Pryor,  [Thos.  S.]  Bocock,  [John]  Goode  [Jr.] 
[D.  C]  Dejarnette,  [Wm.]  Smith,  [Alex.  R.]  Boteler, 
[Waller  R.]  Staples,  Preston,  [A.  G.]  Jenkins,  [Robert]  John- 
ston and   [Charles  W.]  Russell. 

The  members  came  forward,  according  to  their  States,  and 
took  the  oath  of  office,  viz.,  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the 
Confederate  States  of  America. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  organize  by  electing  a  Speaker. 

Mr.  Foote,  of  Tennessee,  offered  a  resolution  that  Thomas  S. 
Bocock,  member-elect  from  the  State  of  Virginia,  be  unani- 
mously declared  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  of  the 
Confederate  States  of  America. 

Mr.  Foote  said  that  he  would  say  nothing  in  commendation  of 
Mr.  Bocock,  for  the  reason  that  the  gentleman  was  well  known 
as  one  who  combined  all  the  qualifications  requisite  to  fill  such  a 
responsible  position  as  that  for  which  he  was  nominated. 

The  vote  having  been  taken  viva  voce,  Mr.  Bocock  was  unani- 
mously declared  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  and 
Messrs.  Foote,  of  Tennessee,  and  Boyce,  of  South  Carolina,  were 
appointed  to  escort  him  to  the  chair. 

Mr.  Bocock  then  said : 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives :  I  return  you  my 
sincere  thanks  for  the  honour  you  have  done  me  in  electing  me 
to  preside  over  the  dHberations  of  this  Congress,  the  first  under 
our  permanent  constitution. 

I  desire  to  say,  that  it  shall  be  my  honour  and  great  aim  to 
perform  all  the  duties  of  this  office  so  as  to  meet  the  approbation 
of  you  all,  and  I  know  that  when  discipline  is  required,  I  may 


*His  name  does  not  appear  in  the  Journal. 
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claim  aid  in  the  strong  determination  and  dignity  requisite  in 
presiding  over  the  deliberations  of  this  body  and  a  courtesy  of 
acquiescence  in  the  performance  of  my  duty.  I  hop^  to  conduct 
its  business  with  a  stern  impartiality  in  all  its  legislation;  that 
it  shall  take  such  a  shape  as  will  secure  the  independence,  and 
maintain  the  honour,  and  promote  the  happiness  which  should 
exist  over  the  length  and  breadth  of  this  Confederacy. 

If  such  a  determination,  united  with  a  desire  to  see  our  legis- 
lature take  such  a  shape  as  will  best  lead  to  secure  the  independ- 
ence, maintain  the  honour,  and  advance  the  welfare  of  this  entire 
Confederacy — if  this  could  command  success,  I  am  sure  I  might 
expect  to  succeed. 

But  other  qualifications  are  requisite,  about  which  it  is  not  for 
me  to  promise.  If  in  anything  I  may  fall  short,  I  trust  that  the 
same  kind  partiality  which  has  called  me  to  this  position  will 
throw  the  mantle  of  charity  over  my  defects,  and  will  give  me  in 
every  time  of  trial  that  kind  co-operation  and  support  which  my 
deficiencies  may  require.  The  unanimity  with  which  you  have 
made  this  election  is  a  happy  augury  of  the  spirit  with  which 
your  proceedings  will  be  governed.  This  is  no  time  for  resent- 
ments, no  time  for  jealousies,  or  heart  burnings.  Influenced  by 
a  great  common  purpose,  sharing  together  the  same  rich  hope, 
and  united  by  a  common  destiny,  let  us  hush  every  murmur  of 
discontent,  and  banish  every  feeling  of  personal  grief.  Here  let 
us  know  no  man,  save  as  a  co-labourer  in  the  same  great  cause, 
sustaining,  all  of  us,  those  whom  circumstances  may  designate  to 
go  forward,  seeking  nothing  for  the  sake  merely  of  personal 
gratification,  but  willing  rather  to  yield  everything  for  the  public 
good,  in  honour  preferring  one  another. 

That  some  oi  you,  influenced  by  momentary  impulse,  should 
grow  restive  under  the  enforcement  of  those  rules  which  you 
may  make  for  your  own  government,  would  be  a  matter  neither 
of  surprise  nor  complaint.  But  he  will  prove  himself  either  a 
weak  or  a  bad  man  who  deliberately  fails  to  call  back  his  way- 
ward spirit,  and, subject  it  to  necessary  restraint.  Submission  to 
authority  is  the  primary  necessity  in  all  communities,  and  self- 
control  is  the  chief  lesson  of  individual  life.  In  the  light  of 
passing  events  all  can  measure  the  height  and  the  depth  of  the 
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excellence  intended  to  be  conveyed  when  it  is  said,  ''Better  is  he 
who  ruleth  his  own  spirit  than  he  who  taketh  a  city." 

The  gaze  of  the  world  is  fixed  upon  us.  Nations  look  on, 
curious  to  know  how  this  new  system  of  government  will  move 
off,  and  what  manner  of  men  have  been  chosen  to  guide  its  earliest 
movements.  It  is,  indeed,  a  new  system.  For,  though  coinciding 
in  many  particulars  with  that  under  which  we  lived  so  long,  it 
yet  differs  from  it  in  many  particulars. 

When  the  Constitution  of  1787  was  put  in  operation,  the  war  of 
the  revolution  had  been  successfully  closed.  Peace  prevailed 
throughout  the  whole  land,  and  hallowed  all  its  borders.  The  in- 
dustrial operations  of  the  country,  long  held  back,  now  bounded 
forward  and  expanded  with  all  the  vigour  and  rankness  of 
tropical  vegetation  beneath  the  influence  of  a  midsummer  sun. 
The  trial  which  that  Constitution  had  to  encounter  in  its  earliest, 
as  well  as  in  more  matured  existence,  was  simply  one  engendered 
by  a  conflict  of  these  interests.  The  question  was  whether  it 
could  give  protection  to  all  those  interests  without  becoming  the 
partisan  of  one  and  the  oppressor  of  another ;  or,  in  fact,  whether 
it  had  the  sustaining  power  to  preserve  its  integrity  against  the 
influence  of  interest  wielded  by  ambition.  We  have  seen  the 
result. 

The  case  with  our  constitution  is  very  different.  It  is  put  into 
operation  in  time  of  war,  and  its  first  movements  are  disturbed 
by  the  shock  of  battle.  Its  trial  is  one  created  by  the  urgencies 
of  the  contest.  The  question  to  be  decided  is,  whether  without 
injury  to  its  own  integrity,  it  can  supply  the  machinery  and  afford 
the  means  requisite  to  conduct  this  war  to  that  successful  con- 
clusion which  the  people  in  their  hearts  have  resolved  on,  and 
which  I  trust  has  been  decreed  in  that  higher  court  from  whose 
decisions  there  is  no  appeal.  The  solution  of  this  question  is  in 
the  bosom  of  the  future. 

But  our  system  can  never  perish  out  like  that  to  which  I  have 
alluded.  When  ambition  and  interest  seized  upon  that,  and 
destroyed  its  integrity,  they  were  not  allowed  to  appropriate  the 
rule  altogether  to  themselves.  Fanaticism  came  forward  and  de- 
manded to  be  received  as  a  participant  of  power  with  them,  and 
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it  claimed  not  in  vain.  Beneath  the  sway  of  this  unholy  trium- 
virate, justice  was  forgotten,  intolerance  was  established,  private 
morals  were  ruined,  public  virtue  perished.  All  feeHng  of  con- 
stitutional restraint  passed  away,  and  all  sense  of  the  obligation 
of  an  oath  was  forever  lost.  The  whole  machinery  of  govern- 
ment degenerated  into  the  absolute  rule  of  a  corrupt  numerical 
majority.  Already  the  weaker  section  was  marked  out  for  de- 
struction by  the  stronger,  and  then  came  disruption  and  over- 
throw. Since  then  tyranny  the  most  absolute,  and  perjury  the 
most  vile,  have  destroyed  the  last  vestige  of  soundness  in  the 
whole  system. 

Our  new  system  is  designed  to  avoid  the  errors  of  the  old; 
certainly  it  is  founded  on  a  different  system  of  political  phi- 
losophy, and  is  sustained  by  a  peculiar  and  more  conservative 
statd  of  society.  It  has  elements  of  strength  and  long  life.  But 
at  the  threshold  lies  the  question  I  have  already  stated.  Can  it 
legitimately  afford  the  means  to  bring  the  war  to  a  successful  con- 
clusion? If  not  it  must  perish;  but  a  successful  result  must  be 
achieved.  It  must  be  destroyed  not  by  the  hand  of  violence,  or 
by  the  taint  of  perjury.  It  must  gO'  out  peacefully,  and  in  pur- 
suance of  its  own  provisions.  Better  to  submit  to  momentary 
inconvenience,  than  to  injure  representative  honour  or  violate  pub- 
lic faith.  In  the  whole  book  of  expedients  there  is  no  place  for 
falsehoods  or  perjury.  Let  us,  on  the  contrary,  assiduously  cul- 
tivate the  feeling  of  respect  for  constitutional  limitation,  and  a 
sacred  reverence  for  the  sanctity  of  an  oath. 

Seeing,  therefore,  gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
that  we  are  custodians  of  the  nation's  life,  and  the  guardians  of 
the  Constitution's  integrity,  what  manner  of  men  should  we  be? 
How  cool,  how  considerate,  how  earnest,  how  inflexible,  how 
true !  Having  no  prospect  in  the  future,  save  through  the  success 
of  our  cause,  how  regardless  should  we  be  of  all  selfish  views 
and  plans  of  personal  advancement.  Selected  by  the  people  to 
take  care  of  the  State  in  this  time  of  difficulty  and  of  trial,  how 
ought  we  to  dedicate  ourselves  in  heart,  mind,  soul  and  energy 
to  the  public  service.  Neither  history  has  recorded,  nor  song 
depicted,  nor  fable  shadowed  forth,  higher  instances  of  self- 
devotion  than  ought  to  be  shown  in  the  conduct  of  this  Con- 
gress.    It  is   not   allowed   us   to   pursue   a   course   of   obscure 
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mediocrity.  We  inaugurate  a  government ;  we  conduct  a  revolu- 
tion. We  must  live  forever  in  the  memory  of  man,  either  for 
praise  or  for  blame.  If  we  prove  equal  to  the  crisis  in  which 
we  are  placed,  we  shall  win  imperishable  honour.  But  if,  on 
the  contrary,  we  show  ourselves  incompetent  to  the  discharge  of 
our  duty,  we  shall  sink  beneath  the  contempt  of  mankind.  Truly 
our  position  is  one  of  great  import.  Our  gallant  army  now  holds, 
as  it  deserves,  the  first  place  in  the  thoughts  and  affections  of 
our  people ;  but  of  scarcely  less  importance,  in  the  estimation  of 
all,  is  the  legislative  authority  which  initiates  the  civil  policy  of  the 
Confederacy,  and  which  sustains  and  upholds  the  army  itself. 
And  when  the  latter  shall  have  accomplished  its  holy  mission, 
by  driving  the  invader  from  the  soil  which  he  desecrates  and 
pollutes,  and  when  the  hearts  of  a  grateful  and  free,  more 
generous  than  a  Roman  Senate,  shall,  for  that  service  decree  to 
it  one  life-long  ovation,  if  true  to  ourselves  and  competent  to  our 
duty,  this  Congress  will  be  united  in  the  triumphal  honours.  And 
if  this  Constitution  be  destined  to  go  forward,  as  we  hope  and 
believe  it  will  to  a  distant  future,  gaining  new  strength  from 
trial ;  and  winning  new  triumphs  from  time ;  giving  protection  and 
peace  to  successive  generations  of  happy  and  enlightened  people ; 
as  the  gray-haired  sires  and  venerated  patriarchs  of  ages  now 
remote,  shall  seek  to  inspire  the  courage  and  fire  the  hearts  of  the 
ingenuous  youth  of  their  day,  by  recounting  the  heroic  deeds  of 
the  army  which  achieved  our  independence,  let  the  lesson  be 
extended  and  enlarged  by  enabling  them  to  tell,  also,  of  the  self- 
sacrificing  patriotism  and  enlarged  statesmanship  of  the  Con- 
gress which  inaugurated  the  permanent  Constitution  of  the  South- 
ern Confederacy.     Again  I  thank  you.     (Applause.) 

A  message  was  read  from  the  Senate,  announcing  to  the  House 
that  that  body  had  organized,  by  calling  to  the  chair  Hon.  R.  M. 
T.  Hunter,  of  Virginia. 

Mr.  Curry,  of  Alabama,  offered  a  resolution*  that  a  com- 
mittee of  five  be  appointed  by  the  Speaker  to  report  rules  for  the 
permanent  government  of  this  House  and  that  such  committee  as 
may  be  appointed  confer  with  a  joint  committee  on  the  part  of 
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the  Senate,  who  shall  adopt  rules  for  the  government  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress.     The  resolution  was  adopted. 

Election  of  Clerk 

It  was  then  moved  that  the  House  go  into  the  election  of  a 
Clerk. 

Mr.  Pryor  nominated  M.  W.  Cluskey,  of  Tennessee. 

Mr.  Pryor  stated  that  Mr.  Clusky  had  been  for  some  time 
Postmaster  of  the  old  House  of  Representatives,  the  duties  of 
which  position  he  had  discharged  with  great  intelligence  and  to 
general  satisfaction.  He  had,  since  the  commencement  of  the 
war,  taken  up  arms  in  defence  of  our  cause,  and  had  by  this 
step  lost  all  his  property.  He  would  undertake  to  say  that,  if 
elected,  Mr.  Clusky  would  perform  all  the  duties  with  efficiency 
and  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  members. 

Mr.  Curry  nominated  Mr.  Dixon,  of  Georgia,  who  had  been 
acting  Secretary  of  the  Provisional  Congress. 

Mr.  Lyons  nominated  James  McDonald,  of  Richmond,  editor 
of  the  Richmond  Whig. 

Mr.  Vest,  of  Missouri,  nominated  Thomas  C.  Johnson,  of  that 
State,  who  had  made  his  way  through  the  lines  of  the  Federal 
army  which  had  the  State,  and  was  now  an  exile  from  his  family, 
his  property,  his  all. 

The  nominations  being  closed  the  Speaker  appointed  Messrs. 
Pryor,  Curry,  Lyons  and  Vest  to  act  as  tellers. 

Forty-four  votes  being  necessary  to  a  choice,  and  three  ballots 
having  been  taken,  the  action  of  the  House  finally  resulted  in'  the 
election  of  Mr.  Emmet  Dixon,  of  Georgia,  as  Clerk  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  of  the  Confederate  Congress. 

A  resolution  was  passed  that  the  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  meet  those  of  the  Senate  at  one  o'clock  to- 
morrow, in  their  hall,  to  count  the  ballots  for  President  and 
Vice-President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America. 

Mr.  Russell  moved  that  a  doorkeeper  be  elected,  and  that  he 
be  empowered  to  act  as  sergeant-at-arms. 

Messrs.  R.  H.  Wynn,  of  Alabama,  and  L.  B.  Gilbert  were  nomi- 
nated as  doorkeeper.  On  the  first  [ballot]  Mr.  Wynn  having 
received  eighty-one  votes,  was  declared  duly  elected. 
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Mr.  William  Smith,  of  Virginia,  offered  a  resolution  that  a 
committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  act  in  conjunction  with  that 
of  the  Senate,  to  wait  upon  the  President  and  inform  him  of  the 
organization  of  the  House. 

The  resolution  was  adopted,  and  Messrs.  Garnett,  of  Virginia; 
Chilton,  of  Alabama,  and  Wright,  of  Georgia,  were  appointed 
to  constitute  said  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Batson,  of  Arkansas,  presented  a  memorial  from  Gibson 
P.  Johnson  in  reference  to  his  election  as  member  of  the  Con- 
federate Congress.    Laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

The  House  then  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  Feb.  19,  1862. 

SENATE 

The  Senate  was  called  to  order  at  12  o'clock  M.  Prayer  by 
Bishop  Early,  of  the  Methodist  Church.  The  journal  of  yester- 
day was  read. 

Mr.  [Clement  C]  Clay,  of  Alabama;  Mr.  [T.  J.]  Semmes, 
of  Louisiana,  and  Mr.  [James]  Phelan,  of  Mississippi,  appeared 
in  their  seats.  The  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  was  admin- 
istered to  each  of  them. 

Appointment  of  Clerks,  Etc. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Orr,  of  South  Carolina,  the  Secretary  was 
authorized  to  appoint  an  Assistant  Secretary,  a  Journal  Clerk, 
and  a  Recording  Clerk. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hill,  of  Georgia,  the  President  was  author- 
ized to  appoint  a  suitable  page.  (Master  Wm.  H.  Talman  was 
appointed.) 

Rules  of  Order 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Orr,  of  South  Carolina,  it  was 

"Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  Senators  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  President  pro  tern,  to  draft  and  report 
standing  rules  and  orders  for  conducting  business  in  the 
Senate  of  the  Confederate  States,  and  that  they  act  as 
joint  committee  with  such  committee  appointed  by  the 
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House  of  Representatives  to  report  joint  rules  and  orders 
for  conducting  business  between  the  two  Houses." 

[The  President  appointed  Messrs.  Orr,  Johnston  and  Clay  as 
the  committee.     See  Journal,  7.] 

Election  of  Sergeant- at- Arms 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clark,  of  Missouri,  the  Senate  proceeded  to 
the  election  of  a  Sergeant-at-Arms. 

Mr.  Clark  nominated  Mr.  Lafayette  H.  Fitzhugh,  of  Kentucky ; 
and  the  roll  beings  called,  Mr.  Fitzhugh  was  unanimously  elected. 
The  President  administered  the  oath  of  office,  and  Mr.  Fitzhugh 
entered  upon  the  discharge  of  his  duties. 

Bill  Introduced 

Mr.  Henry,  of  Tennessee,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  legalize 
the  organization  of  certain  volunteer  companies  in  Tennessee, 
enlisted  for  twelve  months.     The  bill  was  read  the  first  time. 

The  Votes  for  President  and  Vice-President 

A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives,  by  their  Clerk, 
was  received,  informing  the  Senate  of  the  organization  of  the 
House,  and  of  the  adoption  by  that  body  of  a  resolution  inviting 
the  Senate  to  meet  the  House  in  the  Hall  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  today  at  i  o'clock,  to  count  the  votes  for  Presi- 
dent and  Vice-President  of  the  Confederate  States. 

[On  motion  of  Mr.  Brown,  the  resolution  was  concurred  in. 
S.  J.,  8.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Orr,  of  South  Carolina,  ordered  that  a 
message  be  sent  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  informing  that 
body  that  the  Senate  will  join  the  House  to  count  the  votes  for 
President  and  Vice-President. 

The  message  was  communicated  by  Mr.  John  Bell  Bigger, 
Reading  Clerk  pro  tern. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Orr,  Ordered,  That  the  Senate  will  move  in 
procession  at  i  o'clock  P.  M.  to  the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, preceded  by  the  President  pro  tern,  of  the  Senate,  at- 
tended by  the  Clerk  and  Sergeant-at-Arms,  and  that  the  Senate 
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return  to  their  chamber  after  the  votes  for  President  and  Vice- 
President  shall  have  been  counted. 

Subsequently,  another  message  from  the  House  was  received, 
informing  the  Senate  that  the  House  had  appointed  three  [two] 
tellers,  on  its  part,  to  superintend  the  counting  of  the  said  votes. 

The  President  appointed  Messrs.  Orr  and  Sparrow  tellers  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate. 

.  Committee  to  Wait  Upon  the  President 

A  message  from  the  House  was  also  received,  informing  the 
Senate  of  the  adoption  of  a  resolution  for  the  appointment  of  a 
committee  of  three  to  act  in  conjunction  with  such  committee  as 
may  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  to  wait  upon  the 
President  of  the  Confederate  States,  and  inform  him  that  Con- 
gress is  organized,  and  ready  to  receive  any  communication  h-e 
may  be  pleased  to  make.* 

The  resolution  was  concurred  in,  and  Messrs.  Clark  and  Barn- 
well were  announced  by  the  President  as  the  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate. 

The  hour  of  one  o'clock  having  arrived,  the  Senate  proceeded 
in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  resolution  adopted,  to  the  Hall 
of  the  House  of  Representatives.  After  an  absence  of  about 
forty  minutes,  the  Senate  returned. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barnwell,  of  South  Carolina,  Ordered,  That 
a  joint  committee  be  appointed  to  wait  upon  the  President  and 
Vice-President  and  inform  them  of  their  election. 

The  President  announced  Messrs.  Barnwell  and  Davis  as  said 
committee.    The  resolution  was  then  communicated  to  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barnwell,  the  Senate  adjourned. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

The  House  met  at  12  o'clock,  and  was  called  to  order  by  the 
Speaker,  Mr.  Bocock.  It  was  opened  with  prayer  by  Rev. 
Mr.  Duncan. 


*These  motions  are  given  as  parts  of  the  same  in  S.  J.,  8. 
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Mr.  Dargan,  of  Alabama,  saidi  that  Mr.  Foster,  Representative 
from  that  State,  was  now  present  and  was  prepared  to  take  the 
oath. 

Mr.  Macrae,  of  Mississippi,  announced  the  presence  of  Mr. 
Chambers,  Representative  from  that  State. 

Mr.  Machen,  of  Kentucky,  announced  the  presence  of  Mr. 
Burwell,  Representative  from  that  State,  who  was  absent  yester- 
day. 

Mr.  Ashe,  of  North  Carolina,  announced  the  presence  of  Mr. 
Smith,  Representative  from  that  State. 

The  above  named  gentlemen  came  forward  and  took  the  oath 
to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  Confederate  States. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  offered  the  following:* 

''Resolved,  That  the  Speaker  appoint  two  tellers  on 
the  part  of  this  House,  to  be  associated  with  such  as 
shall  be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  super- 
intend the  counting  of  votes  for  the  President  and  Vice- 
President,  and  that  the  Senate  be  advised  of  their  ap- 
pointment. 

''Resolved,  That  a  message  be  sent  to  the  Senate  to 
inform  that  body  that  this  House  will  be  ready  at  one 
o'clock  today  to  receive  them  in  this  chamber,  for  the 
purpose  of  executing  the  law  requiring  Congress  to 
count  the  votes  for  President  and  Vice-President." 

The  resolutions  were  agreed  to,  and  Messrs.  Barksdale,  of 
Mississippi,  and  Miles,  of  South  Carolina,  were  appointed  as  the 
committee  on  the  part  of  the  House. 

The  Speaker  announced  to  the  House  that  business  should  be 
suspended  within  a  few  minutes  of  the  hour  of  one  o'clock,  and 
preparations  made  to  receive  the  Senate  for  the  purpose  of 
counting  the  votes  for  President  and  Vice-President,  and  that  at 
the  pleasure  of  the  House,  upon  the  announcement  of  the  Sena- 
torial body,  they  should  be  received  standing. 

A  resolution  was  offered  to  provide  for  the  office  of  Sergeant- 
at-Arms,  and  to  go  into  the  election  of  this  officer. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia,  said  that  he  understood  that  the  door- 
keeper had  gotten  along  very  well  during  the  Provisional  Con- 
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gress  without  the  assistance  of  any  such  officer  as  sergeant-at- 
arms,  and,  inasmuch  as  it  would  do  away  with  one  item  of  ex- 
pense, he,  for  one,  was  wilHng  to  try  the  experiment,  if  it  was 
thought  that  the  order  and  decorum  of  the  House  could  be  pre- 
served under  the  circumstances. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Curry,  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

A  message  was  here  received  from  the  Senate,  informing  the 
House  that  the  Senate  would  meet  the  House  in  joint  session  at 
one  o'clock,  to  count  the  votes  for  President  and  Vice-President. 

Mr.  Chilton,  of  Alabama,  offered  a  resolution  that  stenog- 
raphers and  reporters  for  the  press  be  allowed  seats  within  the 
bar  of  the  House,  except  when  the  body  shall  sit  with  closed 
door.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Chilton  offered  also  a  resolution  to  the  effect  that  the 
Speaker  appoint  the  regular  standing  committees  of  the  House.* 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rules. 

Mr.  Foote  offered  a  resolution,  that  a  committee  be  appointed 
to  inquire  into  the  cause  of  the  recent  disasters  which  have  be- 
fallen our  arms  in  the  States  of  Virginia,  North  Carolina,  Ten- 
nessee and  Kentucky,  and  that  the  same  committee  shall  ascertain 
whether  or  not  some  means  cannot  be  taken  to  prevent  such  dis- 
asters in  future,  and  should  report  the  same  to  the  House. 

He  moved  that  the  resolution  be  laid  on  the  table  for  the 
present  and  printed. 

He  said  that  there  was  certainly  some  cause  for  the  late  dis- 
asters attending  our  arms,  and  he  desired  it  to  lay  over  for  the 
present,  in  order  that  members  might  have  an  opportunity  of 
examining  its  merits  and  taking  it  into  consideration  as  they 
may  think  proper. 

Mr.  Crockett  thought  that  it  should  be  considered  in  secret 
session. 

Mr.  Foote  said  he  was  opposed  to  that,  unless  some  strong 
reasons  were  presented  to  induce  him  to  yield.  He  was  opposed 
to  secret  sessions,  which  even  now,  he  believed,  had  been  pro- 
ductive of  much  harm.  He  was  for  freedom  of  discussion  and 
freedom  of  the  press. 
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Mr.  Crockett  said  he  would  not  consent  to  a  free  and  open 
discussion  of  the  matter,  for  it  involved  interests  too  dear  to  the 
country  to  be  dallied  with  in  public.  He  moved  to  lay  the  resolu- 
tion on  the  table,  and  not  allow  it  to  be  printed.  This  was 
agreed  to. 

A  message  was  here  received  from  the  Senate,  announcing  the 
appointment  of  Messrs.  Orr,  of  South  Carolina,  and  Sparrow, 
of  Louisiana,  to  act  as  tellers  in  counting  the  votes  for  Presi- 
dent and  Vice-President. 

Mr.  Royston,  of  Arkansas,  ofifered  a  resolution  that  the  Clerk 
be  allowed  to  draw  on  the  contingent  fund  for  $500  to  provide 
stationery  for  the  House,  and  to  pay  for  the  same.  Laid  on 
the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bonham,  of  South  CaroHna,  the  House  took 
a  recess  until  the  hour  of  one  o'clock,  to  prepare  for  the  recep- 
tion of  the  Senate. 

JOINT  SESSION 

The  House  having  again  been  called  to  order,  the  presence  of 
the  Senate  was  announced,  and  that  body  having  been  seated, 
Mr.  Hunter,  of  Virginia,  the  President  of  the  Senate,  taking  a 
seat  beside  the  Speaker,  proceeded  to  open  the  votes,  which  were 
announced  by  the  teller  as  follows : 

Electoral  Votes 

Alabama,  11;  Arkansas,  6;  Florida,  4;  Georgia,  12;  Louisiana, 
8;  Mississippi,  9;  North  Carolina,  12;  South  Carolina,  8;  Ten- 
nessee, 13;  Texas,  8;  Virginia,  18;  making  in  all  109  votes.  All 
of  which  electoral  votes  were  cast  for  Jefferson  Davis,  of  Mis- 
sissippi, for  President;  and  Alexander  H.  Stephens,  of  Georgia, 
for  Vice-President. 

They  were  therefore  declared  by  the  presiding  officer  of  the 
joint  session,  Mr.  Hunter,  as  duly  elected  severally  President  and 
Vice-President  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America. 

The  Senate  thereupon  retired  to  its  chamber. 

Mr.  Kenner,  of  Louisiana,  submitted  a  resolution  that  a  com- 
mittee be  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  House  to  act  in  conjunc- 
tion with  that  of  the  Senate,  to  inform  the  President  and  Vice- 
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President  of  their  election  to  their  respective  offices  for  the  term 
of  six  years.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Lyons  offered  a  resolution  that  a  committee  be  appointed, 
in  conjunction  with  the  Senate  committee,  to  make  arrange- 
ments for  the  inaugural  ceremonies,  which  are  to  take  place  on 
Saturday  next.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Welsh  presented  a  memorial  from  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Mississippi,  asking  that  Congress  take  some  step  in  ref- 
erence to  reducing  the  pay  of  officers  of  the  army,  and  advancing 
the  pay  of  privates.     Laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

Mr.  Boteler  offered  a  resolution  that  the  President  be  re- 
quested, if  not  deemed  incompatible  with  the  public  interest,  to 
communicate  to  the  House  the  late  report  of  Major-General  W. 
J.  Jackson,  and  also  the  report  of  Colonel  George  Lay,  in  ref- 
erence to  the  condition  of  the  troops  in  that  district.     Passed. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia,  offered  a  resolution  to  the  effect  that 
if  any  officer  in  our  army  shall  be  found  intoxicated,  he  shall  be 
deprived  of  his  commission;  and  if  any  officer  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  intoxication  of  another  officer,  and  shall  fail 
to  report  the  same,  he  shall  be  also  deprived  of  his  commission. 

Mr.  Smith  desired  that  the  resolution  should  lie  on  the  table 
and  be  printed. 

Mr.  Conrow,  of  Arkansas,  opposed  the  resolution.  He  did  not 
believe  there  was  so  much  drunkenness  in  our  army.  At  any 
rate,  he  was  opposed  to  the  printing  of  the  bill,  for  he  did  not 
want  such  a  fact  made  public. 

Mr.  Curry  moved  that  the  regular  hour  of  meeting  for  the 
House  be  12  M.     Agreed  to. 

A  memorial*  from  the  Legislature  of  Virginia  was  presented 
in  relation  to  the  occupation  of  a  part  of  her  territory  by  the 
common  enemy,  and  the  usurpation  of  a  part  of  her  government 
by  another  Governor,  and  asking  aid  from  the  Confederate 
Government  to  help  her  in  the  sustaining  of  her  rights. 

Mr.  Perkins  moved  to  reply  to  the  memorial  by  the  adoption 
of  a  resolution  of  the  Provisional  Congress,  which  pledges  the 


'Journal,  14. 
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government  to  lend  aid  in  sustaining  the  rights  of  Virginia. 
Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Georgia,  offered  a  resolution  that  the  door- 
keeper be  empowered  to  appoint  an  assistant  doorkeeper  and 
four  pages.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Rules. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Curry,  the  House  adjourned. 


Thursday,  February  20,  1862. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

The  House  met  at  12  M.,  and  was  called  to  order  by  the 
Speaker.  Prayer  was  offered  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Duncan.  Journal 
read  and  corrected. 

Mr.  Holcombe  and  Mr.  Ayer,  members*  of  the  House,  who 
had  hitherto  been  absent,  came  forward  and  took  the  requisite 
oath. 

Mr.  Boyce,  of  South  Carolina,  offered  the  following  resolution : 
*'That,  in  addition  to  the  standing  committees  of  the 
House,  a  committee  be  appointed  as  a  committee  for  pub- 
lic defence,  and  that  such  committee  have  cognizance  of 
the  procuring  of  arms,  the  increase  of  the  army,  and  the 
conduct  of  the  war."     Passed. 

A  memorial  was  presented  from  certain  citizens  in  [Tipton 
county]  Tennessee  asking  that  Congress  would  take  into  con- 
sideration the  policy  of  suspending  the  Sunday  mails.  Referred 
to  the  appropriate  committee. 

Mr.  Foote,  of  Tennessee,  offered  a  resolution  to  the  effect 
that,  whatever  propriety  there  may  have  been  heretofore  in  the 
adoption  of  a  defensive  policy,  it  is  not  in  any  case  now  applicable 
to  the  attainment  of  Southern  independence,  and  that  this  policy 
must  be  abandoned  henceforth  and  forever,  and  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Confederate  States  must  adopt  the  greatest  possible 
activity,  and  assail  the  hostile  force,  whether  upon  land  or  on  the 
water,  that  in  future  we  may  obtain  the  most  ample  indemnity 
for  the  past,  and  compel  security  for  the  future. 


*Also  Archibald  H.  Arrington,  of  North  Carolina.    Journal,  14. 
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Mr,  Jenkins  said  it  would  be  seen  that  the  resolution,  as  it 
read,  implied  censure  on  the  President  for  the  conduct  of  the 
war  in  pursuing  a  defensive  policy.  He  had  not  the  power  to 
pursue  a  defensive  [offensive]  policy.  Our  army  would  have  to 
be  increased  and  other  steps  taken;  therefore,  he  thought  the 
resolution  should  be  referred  to  some  appropriate  committee. 

Mr.  Foote  said  he  certainly  did  not  wish  to  meet  opposition  in 
the  adoption  of  the  resolution.  He  had  thought  that  the  resolu- 
tion was  sufficiently  plain,  and  that  the  proposition  was  one 
which  could  be  comprehended  by  any  member  of  the  body,  and 
about  the  meaning  of  the  proposition  he  hoped  there  would  be 
no  doubt. 

When  this  resolution  would  go  out  to  the  nation  and  to  the 
world,  he,  the  speaker,  knew  that  it  would  find  a  hearty  response 
in  every  nook  and  corner  of  this  wide  domain,  and  there  was  not 
one  who  could  read  plain  English,  who  could  not  understand  it. 
He  would  have  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  to  know  that  he 
was  not  assailing  the  President,  for  he  happened  to  be  in  the 
possession  of  information  which  would  readily  convince  the 
gentleman  that  his  policy  was  the  true  one.  He  vindicated  the 
President,  and  he  was  sure  that  were  he  in  place  of  the  Presi- 
dent, when  defended  in  such  a  manner  as  by  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia,  he  would  cry,  in  the  language  of  an  old  Spanish  proverb, 
''Save  me  from  my  friends !"  And  now  he  felt  that  it  would  be 
unjust  if  he  did  not  say  that  he  was  well  advised  before  he  arose 
in  the  vindication  of  the  President.  He  had  lately  been  in  con- 
versation with  a  gentleman  who  was  well  known  to  members  on 
the  floor  of  the  House — a  distinguished  gentleman  from  the  State 
of  Mississippi — and  who  was  said  to  be  more  intimate  with  the 
President  than  any  man  now  living.  He  referred  to  Judge  Harris. 
And,  as  he  was  opposed  to  doing  anything  in  secret,  he  would 
relate  what  had  passed  in  that  conversation.  Judge  Harris  said 
that  he  was  authorized  to  say  both  by  speech  and  in  writing, 
that  he  was  not  in  favour  of  the  defensive,  but  an  onward  policy. 
A  liberal  discretion  had,  however,  been  allowed  to  the  officers 
of  the  army  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty.  It  was  thus  his 
precious  advantage  to  defend  the  Executive  and  to  the  fact  above 
stated  he  dared  denial. 
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It  was  this  defensive  policy  that  had  been  the  great  curse  of 
our  country,  that  had  aimed  a  blow  at  the  public  life,  and 
paralyzed  all  our  efforts.  Where  was  the  man  who  opposed  the 
spirit  of  the  resolution,  and  desired  to  act  throughout  under  a 
defensive  policy  ?  Fox  said  once  of  Pitt,  "I  will  unwig  the  gentle- 
man for  life,"  and  if  there  was  a  gentleman  who  presumed  to 
make  issue  with  him  (the  speaker)  on  this  question,  to  all  such 
gentlemen  he  had  this  to  say,  that  he  would  not  only  umvig  them 
for  life,  but  he  would  place  them  outside  of  that  great  church  of 
amity  and  reciprocal  harmony  of  which  he  considered  the  Execu- 
tive the  chief.  Was  any  man  prepared  to  make  issue  with  him, 
he  felt  able,  though  he  were  a  very  Samson  Agonistes  in  debate, 
to  administer  to  him  a  severe  chastisement.  He  wanted  to  obtain 
indemnity  for  what  he  had  lost,  he  wanted  to  carry  the  war  into 
Africa,  he  wanted  to  drive  them  before  our  armies  from  their 
homes,  as  they  had  done  to  us. 

He  wanted  our  troops  to  stand  on  the  limits  of  their  country — 
enter  their  cities — not,  as  he  was  about  to  say,  lay  their  cities  in 
the  dust,  but  he  would  have  the  power  to  fasten  upon  those  great 
physical  magnates  in  New  York,  in  Boston,  and  elsewhere,  compel 
them  to  pay  all  the  expenses  of  this  war  to  a  very  jot,  and  in- 
demnify us  for  losses  which  we  have  sustained,  and  he  had  the 
satisfaction  of  knowing  that  he  was  not  alone  on  this  subject. 
But,  if  it  was  the  pleasure  of  the  House,  let  them  vote  down  the 
resolution,  and  vote  to  pursue  still  a  defensive  policy.  Who 
this  policy  originated  with,  he  did  not  say,  but  it  was  a  fungus 
growth.  If  our  army  had,  after  the  battle  of  Manassas,  the 
most  glorious  battle  known  in  modern  times,  pressed  forward 
into  Maryland,  and  called  upon  the  heroic  people  of  that  State, 
they  might  have  been  able  to  cut  off  all  the  supplies  and  oppor- 
tunity of  reinforcement  from  the  miserable  crew  in  Washington, 
who  dared  to  call  themselves  by  the  name  of  that  government 
which  was  honored  by  a  Washington  in  olden  time. 

He  was  surprised  to  see,  some  days  since,  that  Napoleon,  in 
one  of  those  remarkable  conversations  which  he  held  upon  the 
Isle  of  St.  Helena,  had  said  that  he  who  was  familiar  with  the 
page  of  history  might  become  an  instructor  in  military  service. 
He,  the  speaker,  was  somewhat  familiar  with  the  page  of  history. 
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He  had  his  own  opinion,  and   felt  authorized  to  express  that 
opinion. 

The  army  which  had  lately  been  assembled  at  Bowling  Green 
should  never  have  remained  there.  They  ought  to  have  gone  to 
L>ouisville,  where  there  was  scarcely  any  Federal  troops.  They 
could  then  have  taken  possession  of  all  the  stores  in  that  place 
and  Prentice  would  have  been  incarcerated,  the  Louisville  Journal 
stopped,  and  its  hellish  influence  brought  to  an  end.  Our  army 
once  seen  on  the  banks  of  the  Ohio,  our  invaders  would  have 
stayed  at  home,  and  not  dared  to  cross  as  long  as  our  bayonets 
were  seen  bristling  on  the  banks  of  that  river.  And  now  what 
was  the  case?  Fort  Donelson  and  Fort  Henry*  were  in  the  hands 
of  the  enemy,  and,  at  the  present  high  state  of  the  waters,  who 
could  tell  but  that  even  now  they  were  shelling  the  city,  which 
they  could  easily  do  from  the  river  with  their  gunboats^ — the 
city  where  nine-tenths  of  the  powder  used  in  the  South  was  made 
and  ninety-nine  hundredths  of  the  percussion  caps  manufactured. 
The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  had  never  been  down  to  see  that 
Fort  Donelson  or  Fort  Henry  were  casemated.  And  here,  for 
the  failure  of  duty  somewhere,  after  a  contest  of  thirty  or  forty 
hours,  the  commander  was  forced,  in  plain  terms,  to  take  down 
his  flag  and  ignominiously  surrender. 

Mr.  Jenkins  said  that  he  should  not  trespass  upon  the  courtesy 
of  the  House  long,  but  he  thought  that  the  terms  of  the  resolution 
were  plain  enough  to  be  understood  even  by  his  own  opaque 
intellect.  When  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  was  proceeding 
in  his  usual  and  glowing  style,  giving  a  lecture  upon  military 
affairs,  he  could  not  but  remember  the  reply  made  by  Hannibal 
when  asked  his  opinion  of  a  lecture  read  to  him  by  a  philosopher 
upon  military  affairs.  The  reply  he  would  not  repeat  here,  but 
the  member  would  do  well  to  peruse  it. 

Mr.  Foote  said  he  remembered  the  reply  very  well,  and  wished 
to  know  if  the  gentleman  desired  to  apply  it  to  him? 

Mr.  Jenkins  said  that  he  meant  the  matter  to  be  applied  to 
reference  to  military  affairs  and  meant  no  disrespect  to  the 
venerable  gentleman. 

Mr.  Foote  said  he  would  state  what  the  reply  was.  Hannibal 
said  that  "he  thought  the  philosopher  was  a  great  fool."     (Great 


*Captured  by  Grant  in  February,  1862. 
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laughter.)  He  still'  wished  to  know  if  the  gentleman  applied  the 
proverb  to  him.  He  intended  to  reply  to  the  gentleman's  speech 
and  in  that  reply  he  would  know  if  it  was  applied  to  him. 

Mr.  Jenkins  went  on  to  say  that  he  had  not  volunteered  to 
defend  the  President,  but  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  had 
most  certainly  done  so.  He  had  desired  to  say  that  it  was  one 
thing  to  defend,  and  another  to  act  on  the  aggressive.  The  army 
would  [have]  to  be  doubled,  and  when  could  this  be  done? 
Would  the  member  have  our  army  at  Manassas  go  down  and 
press  upon  the  formidable  breastworks  in  front  of  Washington 
city,  defended  by  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  men  ?  In  nine 
cases  out  of  ten  the  aggressive  policy  with  us  was  impracticable. 

Mr.  Foote  said  he  felt  inclined  to  apply  to  the  young  member 
from  Virginia,  the  proverb,  "et  eris  magnus  Apollo."  He  re- 
peated it,  he  stood  here  as  the  vindicator  of  the  President  but 
not  of  his  Cabinet.  The  President  could  not  do  all,  it  was  too 
much.  But  the  Secretary  of  War,  who  had  the  disposition  of  all 
the  troops,  was  to  be  looked  to,  before  many  days.  Mr.  Mallory 
had  actually  asked  him  (Mr,  Foote)  whether  Fort  Henry  and 
Fort  Donelson  were  in  Tennessee  or  Kentucky.  Mr.  J.  P.  Ben- 
jamin should  not  be  allowed  to  be  the  destroyer  of  our  country. 
He  submitted  that  something  evil  was  at  the  bottom  of  our 
reverses.  Who  could  explain,  or  who  dared  to  defend  the  late 
affair  at  Roanoke  Island?*  Had  the  Secretary  of  War  or  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  ever  been  down  to  Roanoke  Island,  or  to 
Norfolk,  or  to  see  any  of  our  defences  on  the  James  river  ?  Not 
at  all.  Those  affairs  of  our  military  policy  were  not  to  be  dis- 
cussed in  secret.  The  Senate  at  Rome,  which  stood  five  hundred 
years,  had  never  sat  with  closed  doors.  In  the  Crimean  war  the 
English  Parliament  freely  discussed  and  openly  condemned  a 
policy  which  was  in  consequence  eventually  reformed ;  and  he 
would  not,  except  on  special  occasions,  consent  to  sit  with  closed 
doors.  It  was  with  him  "principia  bon  homines."  Mr.  Ben- 
jamin was  an  able  politician,  a  finished  lawyer,  a  man  of  silvery 
tongue,  but  he  was  not  fit  to  be  Secretary  of  War,  he  was  utterly 
incompetent.  He  wanted  some  one  that  would  not  have  to  ask  a 
child  of  ten  years  or  a  man  of  fifty-eight,  whether  Fort  Donelson 
was  in  Tennessee  or  Kentucky. 


*Off  the  North  Carolina  coast. 
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As  to  the  gunboats  which  should  have  been  on  our  rivers,  where 
are  they?  Worse  than  echo  answers — where?  The  appropria- 
tion w^hich  had  been  made  for  the  purpose  of  building  them, 
where  was  it?  It  had  not  been  used.  But  where  were  the  gun- 
boats that  were  to  effectually  withstand  the  enemy  on  the  waters? 
As  to  Mr.  Mallory,  he  (Mr.  Foote)  had  never  talked  with  him 
on  any  question  of  importance  in  his  life,  and  he  did  not  know 
that  any  one  else  ever  did  until  this  war.  (Laughter.)  He 
wanted  to  see  the  President  peacefully  inaugurated,  and  then 
he  wanted  it  to  be  said  to  these  men,  the  Secretary  of  War  and 
of  the  Navy,  "Leave  us  now  and  go  to  your  own  vocations ; 
leave  us ;  you  have  done  us  harm  enough ;  go  your  way,  you  are 
utterly  incompetent."  Let  us  have  one  of  our  great  generals  to 
preside  over  each  of  these  departments  of  our  government.  This 
is  our  country,  and  we  are  entitled  to  demand  it.  This  should 
now  suffice ;  but  he  intended  to  have  this  matter  of  our  losses  and 
reverses  investigated,  and  let  Mr.  Benjamin  be  allowed  a  seat 
within  the  bar  of  this  House  and  it  remained  to  be  seen  whether 
he  would  be  able  to  face  any  gentleman  here  in  his  own  defence, 
even  though  he  were  but  a  pigmy  in  debate. 

Mr.  Elliot,  of  Louisiana,  submitted  a  resolution  that  a  com- 
mittee of  three  be  appointed  to  take  measures  for  the  accom- 
modation of  members  of  the  House  while  the  House  is  in  open 
session. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Curry,  the  House  adjourned. 


[Thursday,  February  20,  omitted.] 

Friday,  February  21,  1862. 
SENATE 

The   Senate   assembled  at    12   o'clock,   and   was   opened   with 
prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  J.  L.  Burrows,  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
The  journal  was  read,  corrected  and  approved. 
Mr.   Haynes,  of   Tennessee,  moved   a   reconsideration  of  the 
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resolution  adopted  on  yesterday,  in  relation  to  the  classification 
of  Senators,  which,  being  adopted,  he  briefly  showed  the  uncon- 
stitutionality of  the  proposed  form  of  classification,  and  moved 
to  amend  it,  so  that  those  Senators  drawing  the  ballots  for  two 
years  should  constitute  the  first  class ;  those  drawing  for  four 
years,  the  second  class;  and  those  drawing  six  years,  the  third 
class. 

By  general  consent,  the  amendment  was  postponed,  and  the 
resolution,  heartily  approving  the  pledge  of  the  Legislature  of 
Virginia  to  vindicate  the  rights  and  ancient  boundaries  of  the 
State  was,  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Barnwell,  of  South  Carolina, 
taken  up  and  unanimously  adopted. 

The  amendment  to^  the  resolution  concerning  the  classification 
of  Senators  was  now  resumed  and  adopted.* 

Mr.  Clark,  of  Missouri,  offered  a  resolution,  which  was  adopted, 
that  Richard  M.  Smith,  the  Printer  for  the  Provisional  Congress, 
act  as  Printer  for  the  Senate  of  the  Confederate  States  until 
otherwise  ordered. 

Mr.  Orr,  of  South  Carolina,  called  up  the  resolution  appoint- 
ing a  committee  to  act  in  conjunction  with  a  committee  from  the 
House  of  Representatives  in  relation  to  the  Inaugural  ceremonies, 
and,  on  his  motion,  it  was  amended  so  that  the  Senate  Committee 
should  consist  of  three  members. 

The  President  appointed  Messrs.  Orr,  of  South  Carolina; 
Brown,  of  Mississippi,  and  Henry,  of  Tennessee. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
announcing  the  concurrence  of  that  body  in  the  Senate  resolution 
requesting  the  Attorney  General  to  return  to  the  House  the 
papers,  etc.,  in  the  office  or  under  the  control  of  the  Clerk  of  the 
Provisional  Congress,  not  otherwise  disposed  of ;  and  all  papers 
referring  to  executive  business,  to  the  Senate. 

The  Classification  of  Senators 
On  motion  of   Mr.  Haynes,  of  Tennessee,   the  balloting  for 
classification  of  Senators  was  proceeded  with,  with  the  follow- 
ing result: 

Alabama drew  2  years         6  years 

Arkansas ''     2     *'  6     " 


'The  resolutions   are  given  in   S.  J.,   12. 
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Florida   drew  4 

Georgia    "  2 

Kentucky "  2 

Louisiana   "  4 

Mississippi ''  2 

Missouri "  2 

North  Carolina ''  2 

South  Carolina   "  4 

Tennessee   "  4 

Texas    "  4 

Virginia "  4 


years 


4  years 

6 

6 

6 

4 

4 

4 

6 

6 

6 

6 


The  members  then  balloted  for  their  respective  terms,  which 
resulted  as  follows: 

Alabama — Mr.  Clay,  2  years;  Mr,  Yancey  (absent),  6  years. 

Arkansas — Mr.  Johnson,  2  years;  Mr.  Mitchell,  6  years. 

Florida — Mr.  Baker,  2  years ;  Mr.  Maxwell,  4  years. 

Georgia — Mr.  Toombs,  2  years ;  Mr.  Hill,  6  years. 

Kentucky — Mr.  Simms,  2  years;  Mr.  Burnett,  6  years. 

Louisiana- — Mr.  Semmes,  4  years ;  Mr.  Sparrow,  6  years. 

Mississippi — Mr.  Phelan,  2  years;  Mr.  Brown,  4  years. 

Missouri — Mr.  Clark,  2  years;  Mr.  Peyton,  4  years. 

North  Carolina — Mr.  Davis,  2  years ;  Mr.  Dortch,  4  years. 

South  Carolina — Mr.  Barnwell,  4  years;  Mr.  Orr,  6  years. 

Tennessee — Mr.  Henry,  4  years;  Mr.  Haynes,  6  years. 

Texas — Mr.  Wigfall,  4  years;  Mr.  Oldham,  6  years. 

Virginia — Mr.  Preston,  4  years ;  Mr.  Hunter,  6  years. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sparrow,  the  Senate  adjourned  until  10 
o'clock  tomorrow  morning. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

The  House  was  called  to  order  at  12  M.,  and  opened  with 
prayer  by  Rev.  Mr.  Duncan.     Journal  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia,  from  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
House  to  inform  the  President  of  the  organization  of  both  Houses 
of  Congress,  reported  that  the  committee  had  waited  upon  the 
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President  according  to  order.  President  Davis  had  said  he  was 
glad  to  hear  that  the  Houses  had  organized  happily  and,  after 
his  inauguration,  he  would  have  a  message  to  communicate  to 
both  Houses  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia,  and  Mr.  Pugh,  of  Alabama,  were 
presented  and  sworn  in. 

Mr.  Perkins,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  committee  appointed  on 
the  part  of  the  House  to  inform  Mr.  Davis,  of  Mississippi,  and 
Mr.  Stephens,  of  Georgia,  of  their  election  to  the  respective 
offices  of  President  and  Vice-President  of  the  Confederate  States, 
reported  that  those  gentlemen  say  they  will  accept  the  offices  so 
liberally  bestowed  upon  them. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  asked  permission  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Rules  was  received, 
which  was  agreed  to,  and  he  then  moved  that  the  committees 
which,  according  to  that  report,  were  to  consist  of  seven,  should 
consist  of  nine.     Adopted. 

Mr.  Foote  desired  to  make  certain  explanations  as  to  his  cast- 
ing censure  on  the  Provisional  Congress.  He  disclaimed  this, 
entertaining,  as  he  did,  a  high  respect  for  that  body,  and  he  had 
only  expressed  his  satisfaction  at  finding  that  his  friend  from 
Virginia,  Mr.  Jenkins,  had  been  in  the  army,  and  not  in  the 
Provisional  Congress.  He  had  also  been  represented  as  casting 
certain  reflections  on  General  Beauregard,  which  he  also  dis- 
claimed. 

A  message*  was  received  from  the  Senate,  informing  the 
House  that  that  body  had  appointed  Messrs.  Orr,  Johnson  and 
Clay  as  a  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  to  adopt  rules  for 
both  Houses  of  Congress. 

A  joint  resolution  was  also  read  with  reference  to  the  papers 
communicated  to  the  Provisional  Congress,  and  their  transfer  to 
the  respective  Clerks  of  the  Senate  and  House. 

Mr.  Perkins  moved  that  the  resolution  of  the  Senate  be  con- 
curred in. 

Mr.  Garnett  objected,  but,  the  question  having  been  ordered, 
the  report  was  finally  concurred  in. 
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The  Speaker  then  announced  that  the  unfinished  business  of 
yesterday,  viz. :  to  lay  on  the  table  the  resolution  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Foote)  was  before  the  House,  and  Mr. 
Boyce,  of  South  Carolina,  was  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Mr.  Boyce  said,  that  as  it  concerned  the  resolution  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Tennessee  in  relation  to  the  past  an^i  future  conduct 
of  the  war,  he  proposed  very  briefly  to  express  some  views  upon 
the  question,  with  particular  respect  to  the  executive  branch  of 
the  Government.  It  was  his  opinion  that  the  pohcy  to  have  been 
pursued  at  the  outset  was  a  very  clear  one.  He  had  thought 
that  we  should  proceed  with  all  possible  energy.  We  should  have 
aimed  at  an  offensive  warfare.  All  the  slave  States  should  be 
included.  In  his  opinion,  the  war  between  the  North  and  the 
South  might  last  a  long  time,  and  that  hostilities  would  exist 
forever.  We  cannot  afford  to  give  up  one  inch  of  our  Southern 
soil.  The  North  now  exceeds  us  to  the  number  of  eighteen  or 
twenty  millions  of  white  people.  We  should  have  pursued,  from 
the  very  first,  more  of  an  aggressive  policy,  which  would  have 
given  a  position  to  the  Southern  States — it  would  have  en- 
couraged our  friends  and  discouraged  our  enemies,  and  such  a 
policy  had  been  indicated  by  our  distinguished  President,  from 
Mississippi,  when  on  his  way  to  be  inaugurated  as  President  of 
the  Provisional  Government — that  we  should  wage  war  on  the 
enemy's  own  ground. 

Mr.  L.  P.  Walker,  the  former  Secretary  of  War,  had  said  at 
an  early  day  that  the  flag  of  the  South  should  float  shortly  over 
the  Capitol  at  Washington.  He,  the  speaker,  had  thought  the 
expression  unwise  at  that  time.  We  should  have  talked  peace 
and  acted  war;  used  peaceful  terms,  but  prepared  for  active  war. 
Audacity!  audacity!  AUDACITY!  is  the  key  to  success.  Make 
no  show  of  fear ;  prosecute  the  war  with  great  vigour.  Talk 
of  risk,  have  we  not  risked  a  revolution?  and  shall  we  see  it  fall? 
We  should  have  pursued  an  aggressive  policy  from  the  very  first. 
The  enemy  at  that  time  were  unprepared ;  they  had  but  seventy- 
five  thousand  men,  and  most  of  them  were  holiday  soldiers,  and 
came  South  as  to  a  sort  of  Fourth  of  July  celebration.  The 
genius  of  our  policy  should  then  have  been  action. 

Napoleon,  in  the  war  with  Italy,  did  not  wait  until  the  enemy 
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came  to  him;  he  first  won  one  battle,  then  flew  here  and  gained 
another,  then  rushed  there  and  fought  a  third  one. 

Frederick  the  Great,  who  defended  his  Httle  kingdom,  which 
one  could  almost  cover  with  a  pocket-handkerchief,  against  all 
the  powers  of  Europe  except  England,  had  won  all  his  battles 
by  his  great  genius.  He  did  not  wait  until  the  Russian  army 
came  up,  and  defeat  them;  then  wait  for  the  Austrian  army. 
He  marched  on  one,  defeated  it;  then  rushed  on  another.  In- 
stead of  waiting,  he  marched  and  met  the  enemy  and  cut  them 
to  pieces. 

The  Northern  troops,  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  were  un- 
disciplined, and  it  will  be  recollected  that  we  defeated  them  at 
first  on  every  occasion.  Then  we  could  have  gone  into  Maryland, 
when  she  was  prepared  to  be  revolutionized.  The  Southern  peo- 
ple are  high-toned,  patriotic,  great-souled  people,  but  we  cannot 
endure  privations  and  hardships  like  the  North.  Hence  we 
should  have  pursued  an  early,  active  and  aggressive  policy. 

Look  at  the  country  around  us  devastated.  We  have  burned 
no  cities,  we  have  laid  waste  no  towns.  The  North  had  sent  the 
scum  of  society  to  be  pitted  against  the  noble  sons  and  the  very 
flower  of  the  South.  We  will  do  them  a  favour  to  kill  off  such 
as  those.  But  once  carry  the  war  into  the  North,  strike  at  their 
borders,  strike  through  their  land,  and  they  will  soon  begin  to 
feel'  that  the  game  they  play  is  not  such  a  pleasant  one  as  it  now 
appears.  But  if  we  did  not  help  Maryland  when  it  was  in  our 
power,  "My  Maryland,"  the  mention  of  which  makes  every  heart 
in  the  South  thrill  with  emotion — if  we  did  not  help  her  then,, 
when  are  we  to  do  it?  Now,  when  reverses  are  continually  at- 
tending our  arms? 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  here  informed  the  gentleman  that  the 
news  had  arrived  here  that  General  Price,  of  Missouri,  had  gained 
another  great  victory,  killing  seven  hundred  of  the  enemy,  and 
losing  only  one  hundred  of  his  own  men. 

Mr.  Boyce  said  he  was  glad  to  hear  it,  for  General  Price  had 
the  spirit  of  success.  Inactivity  had  been  one  of  the  curses  of 
the  South.  He  believed  with  Napoleon  that  generals  were  born 
generals;  they  were  like  poets,  a  man  could  not  be  made  a  poet 
by  education,  he  could  only  be  improved.     Some  of  the  men  at 
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the  head  of  affairs  now  had  no  military  genius,  but  it  was  said 
they  must  [not]  touch  that  subject.  Shall  they  not  investigate, 
they  the  representatives  of  the  people?  Let  us  pursue  some  policy  ; 
if  a  man  is  incompetent  set  him  aside,  no  matter  who  he  is ;  the 
country  is  to  be  saved.  This  is  no  time  for  gentle  words  and 
kindly  feelings  to  be  used  towards  any  one  whom  there  was  a 
necessity  for  setting  aside.  He  did  not  desire  to  offend  any  one, 
but  he  spoke  for  his  country's  cause.  We  have  to  learn  from 
the  enemy.  When  the  battle  of  Manassas  was  lost,  Scott  was 
set  aside — McDowell  was  never  more  heard  of.  They  have 
evinced  an  extraordinary  energy ;  when  one  man  failed  they  took 
another;  they  searched  until  they  found  one  of  military  power, 
and  now  we  begin  to  feel  the  result  of  their  poUcy. 

What  are  we  doing?  Shall  it  be  said  in  after  days  of  us,  the 
enlightened  South,  and  be  told  by  the  genius  of  history,  these  men 
of  the  South  dared  to  inaugurate  a  great  revolution,  but  had  not 
the  courage  to  carry  it  out  ?     Shall  this  be  said  ?     Never ! 

See  what  France  did.  She  not  only  removed  a  man  from  the 
army,  but  cut  his  head  off.  She  carried  a  guillotine  in  one  hand 
for  domestic  traitors  and  a  sword  in  the  other  for  her  enemies. 
He  did  not  want  to  see  people  beheaded,  but  he  would  adopt  some 
measure  just  as  decisive.  This  was  no  revolution  to  be  con- 
ducted with  kid  gloves;  it  was  a  desperate  contest.  We  should 
act  with  the  spirit  of  the  Prince  of  Orange.  When  army  after 
army  was  cut  to  pieces,  he  gave  orders  that  the  dykes  should  be 
cut  and  the  sea  let  in,  to  lash  its  waves  over  the  land,  rather  than 
the  Spanish  flag  should  wave  over  it  in  triumph.  This  is  the 
spirit  in  which  we  should  act.  If  the  Secretary  of  War  is  in- 
competent, he  must  be  removed.  The  safety  of  our  wives  and 
daughters  demand,  our  country  demands  that  these  vandals  of  the 
North  be  beaten  back;  our  country  must  live,  no  matter  how 
many  reputations  perish.  In  the  speaker's  opinion,  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  who  spoke  yesterday  could  not  have  passed  a 
severer  sentence  on  the  officers  of  the  Executive,  when  he  said 
there  had  been  ''no  plan  of  war." 

Mr.  Jenkins  said  that  he  had  said  there  had  been  no  regular 
plan  laid  out. 

Mr.  Boyce  said  that  it  was  evident  that  no  plan  had  been 
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adopted.     It  was  time  now  to  call  on  the  military  genius  of  the 
country  to  form  a  plan. 

Were  he  to  suggest  men  to  form  a  plan  of  action,  it  would  be 
Beauregard  and  Toombs.  Every  one  knew  the  merits  of  Beaure- 
gard, and  Toombs  had,  as  he  thought,  the  requisite  miHtary 
genius,  and  the  true  revolutionary  spirit. 

Mr.  Foote  would  inquire  of  the  gentleman  if  there  was  not  a 
constitutional  difficulty  in  the  way? 

Mr.  Boyce  did  not  think  of  that;  but  the  President  could  as- 
sign the  duty  to  any  general  he  might  desire.  Congress  might 
appoint  a  commander  in  chief  under  the  President.  The  speaker 
only  suggested  these  things.  He  believed  in  his  heart  that  the 
President  desired  the  safety,  glory  and  honour  of  the  South,  but 
he  himself  did  not  want  him  surrounded  with  incompetent 
advisers,  who  might  cause  much  mischief,  when  the  genius  of  the 
country  might  be  called  forth  to  aid  in  forwarding  the  policy  that 
shall  not  eventually  call  down  curses  upon  that  body  of  Congress, 
but  hand  their  names  down  as  the  arbitrators  of  a  free  and 
enlightened  people. 

Mr.  Machen,  of  Kentucky,  said  that  he  would  not  undertake 
to  investigate  the  merits  of  the  military  genius  of  the  day.  He 
would  leave  that  to  be  argued  before  the  legitimate  tribunal  at 
the  proper  time.  He  came  from  a  land  which  was  now  resonant 
with  the  drum  and  fife  of  Yankeedom.  Still,  he  was  not  for 
adopting  a  new  policy,  and  having  Congress  to  dictate  what  should 
be  the  disposition  of  our  forces  in  regard  to  the  enemy. 

Napoleon  heard  that  the  French  council  was  about  to  dictate 
to  him,  and  he  placed  sentinels  all  along  the  roads  to  prevent 
any  such  message  from  reaching  him.  Congress  should  not 
usurp  the  military  power. 

Mr.  Foote  wanted  to  know  if  a  simple  proposition  was  usurpa- 
tion. If  simply  to  express  an  opinion  was  to  be  styled  and  con- 
sidered usurpation,  he  wanted  to  go  home.     (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Trippe,  of  Georgia,  offered  a  resolution*  modifying  that 
of  Mr.  Foote  in  the  point  of  abandoning  henceforth  and  forever 
the  defensive  policy,  but  declared  that  we  should  prosecute  with 
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energy  both  an  offensive  and  defensive  policy,  and  show  the  gen- 
eral confidence  which  ai  great  and  chivalrous  people  reposed,  and 
do  now  repose,  in  the  civil  and  military  authority;  and  that 
thorough  measures  should  be  adopted  for  the  prosecution  of  the 
war  at  the  earliest  possible  moment. 

He  wished  to  know  if  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  would 
accept  this  proposition  as  a  substitute? 

Mr.  Foote  said  that  if  it  was  meant  as  an  endorsement  of  the 
two  officers  of  the  Cabinet  whom  he  referred  to  yesterday,  he 
would  not  accept  it. 

Mr.  Trippe  said  it  only  endorsed  the  people.  The  people  had 
reposed  a  generous  confidence  in  the  Executive,  but  the  Execu- 
tive had  not  reposed  the  same  confidence  in  the  people.  The 
people  would  do  anything  for  the  country.  H  there  was  a  call 
for  arms,  there  would  be  a  forge  set  up  at  every  angle ;  there  was 
powder  needed  that  would  be  furnished,  and  they  would  even 
undermine  their  houses  to  get  saltpetre  if  it  were  to  be  found 
there.  They  would  cheerfully  give  nine-tenths  of  their  property 
to  save  the  other  one-tenth.  This  is  a  noble  people,  a  great 
people,  a  brave  people.  But  he  was  in  favour  of  Congress  taking 
some  action  on  the  subject — it  was  time  that  some  great  voice 
should  ring  out  and  wake  up  the  great  people  who  had  been 
sleeping  for  the  past  four  months ;  wake  up  all ;  in  high  and 
medium  and  low  places. 

Mr.  Foote  said  that  the  resolution  certainly  endorsed  the 
Administration.  He  never  would  endorse  the  Secretary  of  War 
and  Navy.  He  intended  to  make  one  day  developments  that 
would  astonish  at  least  somebody ;  he  had  facts,  and  startling 
facts,  which  he  intended  to  bring  to  bear  on  the  subject.  He  had 
intended  to  bring  [them]  to  hear  on  the  subject.  He  had  censured 
them  yesterday  (Thursday),  and  he  would  not  take  back  a  single 
word  of  what  he  had  said. 

Mr.  Lyons  here  asked  permission  to  lay  before  the  House  the 
report*  of  the  Joint  Committee  appointed  to  make  arrangements 
for  the  inaugural  ceremonies,  sending  to  the  Clerk's  desk  to  be 
read  the  programme  for  the  day  (which  will  be  found  in  another 
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column).  He  also  asked  that  five  hundred  copies  be  printed 
for  general  use,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Gartrell  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  and  the  substitute 
on  the  table  for  the  present. 

Mr.  Pryor  moved  to  make  it  the  order  of  the  day  for  Tues- 
day next. 

Mr.  Gartrell  called  the  previous  question,  and  both  resolutions 
were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Curry  offered  a  resolution,  that  when  this  House  adjourn, 
it  adjourn  to  meet  at  quarter-past  eleven  o'clock  on  tomorrow; 
and  from  the  adjournment  to  attend  the  inauguration,  it  adjourn 
to  meet  at  12  o'clock  on  Monday.     Agreed  to. 

And  on  motion  of  Mr.  Gartrell,  the  House  adjourned. 


Saturday,  February  22,  1862. 
SENATE 

The  Senate  assembled  at  10  o'clock,  and,  after  prayer  by  Rt. 
Rev.  Bishop  Early,  adopted  a  programme  for  the  inaugural  cere- 
monies, reported  by  Mr.  Orr,  of  South  Carolina,  from  the  Joint 
Committee  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

The  Senate  then  took  a  recess  until  quarter-past  11  o'clock, 
when  it  proceeded,  as  an  organized  body,  to  participate  in  the 
ceremonies  of  the  inauguration. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

The  House  met  at  a  quarter-past  11  o'clock,  and  was  opened 
with  prayer  by  Rev.  Mr.  Duncan. 

Mr.  Trippe  announced  the  presence  of  Hon.  Chas.  J.  Mun- 
nerlyn,  of  Georgia,  who  went  forward  and  took  the  requisite  oath. 

Mr.  Foote  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  House 
adjourned  till  12  o'clock  on  Monday;  which  motion  having  been 
agreed  to,  he  moved  that,  when  the  House  adjourn  to  attend 
the  inaugural  ceremonies,  it  adjourn  to  meet  in  this  hall  directly 
after  the  close  of  the  same  in  order  to  consult  together,  either 
with  open  or  closed  doors,  concerning  the  public  good. 
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Mr.  Currin,  of  Tennessee,  opposed  the  motion,  and  said  that 
there  would  be  but  little  time  to  attend  to  business  after  the  close 
of  the  inaugural  ceremonies,  and  he  thought  there  was  no  neces- 
sity whatever  for  meeting  at  such  an  early  period. 

Mr.  Kenner  would  ask  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr. 
Foote)  if  he  had  received  from  the  President  information  that 
anything  would  be  submitted  in  the  inaugural  address  which 
rendered  early  and  immediate  action  of  the  House  imperative. 
The  Scripture  says,  "What  thou  doest  do  quickly."  They  did 
not  come  here  to  idle  away  their  time. 

Mr.  Foote  said  he  had  heard  nothing,  but  thought  it  best  to 
assemble  and  not  waste  two  whole  days ;  it  was  very  evident 
nothing  could  be  done  before  the  ceremonies  took  place,  and  some- 
thing might  be  needful  to  be  done  afterward. 

Mr.  Currin  thought  nothing  could  be  done  at  any  rate  in  one 
hour  or  two  hours,  and  it  would  be  hard  to  get  all  the  members 
of  the  body  together  anyhow. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia,  advocated  the  motion  of  Mr.  Foote. 

Mr.  Crockett  called  the  question,  and  the  motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  Speaker  then  announced  that  the  hour  for  assembling  in 
the  Hall  of  Delegates,  and  the  member  would  now  proceed  in 
a  body  to  that  chamber. 

Inaugural  Ceremonies* 

The  members  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  to- 
gether with  both  Houses  of  the  Virginia  Legislature,  having  as- 
sembled in  the  Hall  of  Delegates,  they  awaited  the  arrival  of 
the  President. 

The  galleries  were  full  of  ladies,  to  the  entire  exclusion  of 
gentlemen,  who  could  only  occupy  the  lower  and  upper  floors  of 
the  rotunda.  Upon  the  front  seat,  directly  facing  the  Presi- 
dent's chair  was  the  lady  of  President  Davis,  and  Miss  Howard, 
together  with  Mr.  Joseph  Davis,  nephew  of  the  President,  and 
Judge  Halyburton.  Near  by  were  seated  Judge  Reagan,  of 
Texas,  Postmaster-General;  Mr.  Benjamin,  Secretary  of  War; 
Mr.  Mallory,  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  and  Mr.  Memminger,  Secre- 


*This  description  of  the  inauguration  is  the  most  circumstantial  given 
anywhere. 
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tary  of  the  Treasury.  'Twas  a  grave  and  great  assemblage. 
Time-honoured  men  were  there,  who  had  witnessed  ceremony 
after  ceremony  of  inaugurations  in  the  palmiest  days  of  the  old 
confederation;  those  who  had  been  at  the  inauguration  of  the 
iron-willed  Jackson ;  men  who,  in  their  fiery  Southern  ardour, 
had  thrown  down  the  gauntlet  of  defiance  in  the  halls  of  Fed- 
eral legislation,  and,  in  the  face  of  the  enemy,  avowed  their  de- 
termination to  be  free,  and  finally  witnessed  the  enthroning  of  a 
Republican  despot  in  our  Country's  Father's  Chair  of  State.  All 
were  there ;  and  silent  tears  were  seen  coursing  down  the  cheeks 
of  gray-haired  men,  while  the  determined  will  stood  out  in  every 
feature. 

The  President  was  dressed  in  a  plain  citizen's  suit  of  black; 
he  was  very  pale,  and  although  his  emotion  was  slightly  visible, 
showing  how  deeply  he  felt  the  great  responsibility  resting  upon 
him,  yet  there  was  also  to  be  seen  in  his  countenance  that  great 
will  and  determination  which  gave  proof  that  he  was  fully  equal 
to  the  great  exigency  of  the  times  and  the  circumstances  which 
surrounded  him. 

Mr.  Hunter,  President  of  the  Senate,  occupied  the  right  of  the 
platform,  and  Mr.  Bocock,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, the  left. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  President,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Orr, 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate,  all  in  the  Hall  rose  up,  and  as  he  took  his  seat  in  the  chair 
of  the  Speaker  a  general  murmur  of  applause  was  heard  through 
the  large  assembly,  but  not  amounting  to  audible  cheers. 

The  procession  was  then  formed  and  moved,  according  to  pro- 
gramme, to  the  stand  erected  on  the  Monument.  The  press  of 
the  crowd  was  very  great,  and  the  aides  of  the  marshal  were 
obliged  to  open  the  way  with  their  horses  for  the  procession  and 
afterwards  for  the  band. 

The  assemblage  was  called  to  order  by  Mr.  Lyons,  of  Virginia, 
Chairman  of  the  House  Committee  of  Arrangements.  A  most 
solemn  and  appropriate  prayer  was  then  offered  by  the  Right 
Rev.  Bishop  Johns. 

On  the  coming  forward  of  President  Davis  he  was  greeted 
with  cheer  after  cheer,  so  that  some  minutes  elapsed  before  he 
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could  proceed  with  his  address,  as  follows:    [Speech  not  given. 
See  newspapers.] 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES   (Restimed) 

After  the  close  of  the  inaugural  ceremonies  the  House  re- 
sumed its  session,  according  to  order. 

Mr.  Foote  offered  a  resolution  to  the  effect  that  a  committee, 
to  be  composed  of  one  member  from  each  State,  be  appointed 
by  the  Speaker,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  request  the  Secretar>^ 
of  War,  at  his  earliest  possible  convenience,  to  furnish  them 
with  the  fullest  and  most  minute  information  of  the  condition  of 
armies  in  the  field  and  the  state  of  our  defences  on  the  seacoast 
and  elsewhere,  and  report  the  same  to  this  House,  with  a  view 
to  enabling  Congress  to  adopt  such  measures  as  may  be  best  cal- 
culated to  promote  the  national  independence  and  the  safety  and 
unity  of  our  whole  people. 

Mr.  Smith  said  he  did  not  rise  to  make  opposition  to  the  pro- 
position now  before  the  House,  but  he  thought  it  would  be  better 
to  adjourn,  as  many  gentlemen  had  wet  feet  and  coats,  and  were 
very  uncomfortable.  Unless  some  public  necessity  required  it,  he 
thought  the  House  had  better  not  continue  in  session. 

Mr.  Foote  said  he  would  frankly  state  that  the  main  object  was 
to  obtain  information  concerning  our  defences,  and  particularly 
the  city  of  Richmond,  which  he  understood  were  not  in  a  good 
condition.  He  thought  it  would  be  well  to  have  a  committee  (of 
which  he  wished  to  be  understood  he  could  not  be  a  member,  in 
consequence  of  the  peculiar  position  he  had  been  compelled  to  as- 
sume), to  wait  on  the  Secretary  of  War  and  respectfully  ask  for 
information,  which  it  was  due  to  the  country  and  themselves  that 
the  House  should  be  apprised  of,  and  it  might  be  necessary  to 
sit  with  closed  doors  to  confer  on  the  subject;  but  if  anything 
was  necessary  to  be  done  it  should  be  done  at  an  early  day. 

Mr.  SmJth,  of  Virginia,  asked  that  the  gentleman  would  allow 
him  to  make  the  suggestion,  that  they  would  have  a  message 
from  the  President  on  Monday,  and  little  else  would  be  done  until 
proper  action  was  taken  upon  it. 

Mr.  Foote  thought  delay  was  dangerous,  and  although  he  did 
not  want  to  present  opposition  to  the  views  of  the  gentleman  from 
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Virginia,  for  whom  he  had  great  respect,  yet  some  steps  would 
be  taken  by  our  legislative  body  which  were  indispensable,  and 
this  committee  could  be  at  work  in  the  interim,  even  if  the  subject 
was  not  acted  upon  at  once.  He  was  free  to  say  that,  in  his  opin- 
ion, the  loss  of  two  days  would  be  mischievous,  and  the  torpidity 
of  the  public  mind  in  regard  to  the  condition  of  things  in  general 
was  to  him  quite  ominous. 

Mr.  Harris  hoped  they  would  adjourn. 

Mr.  Foote  said  if  they  wished  it  he  would  withdraw  it  at  once 
and  he  would  have  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table  for  the 
present. 

Mr.  Pryor  said  that  he  had  that  morning  a  conversation  with 
the  Secretary  of  War  in  regard  to  the  defences  of  Richmond, 
and  the  Secretary  had,  very  much  to  his  surprise  and  gratification, 
informed  him  that  he  had  contrived  to  have  the  most  speedy  and 
ample  preparations  made  for  the  defence  of  the  city,  so  that  an 
army  could  be  successfully  opposed  in  approach  to  it ;  and,  if  not 
driven  back,  could  at  least  be  held  in  check  for  a  sufficient  time 
to  allow  the  bringing  of  troops  from  any  portion  of  our  army 
in  ample  numbers  to  successfully  resist  invasion.  He  (Mr, 
Pryor)  thought  that  this  statement  should  go  before  the  public. 

The  resolution  of  Mr.  Foote  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Garland  offered  a  resolution  calling  for  the  printing  of  a 
certain  number  of  copies  of  the  President's  Inaugural  Address 
for  the  use  of  the  members. 

Mr.  Curry  opposed  the  printing,  as  it  was  not  a  message  to 
the  House. 

Mr.  Jones  said  he  had  great  respect  for  the  President,  but  he 
supposed  the  speech  would  be  printed  anyhow,  and  he  did  not 
think  there  was  a  copy  in  the  possession  of  the  House,  and  if  so, 
how  could  it  be  printed  ? 

Mr.  Garland  said  he  did  not  think  of  that,  and  finally  withdrew 
the  resolution. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia,  the  House  adjourned. 
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Monday,  February  24th,   1862. 
SENATE 

The  Senate  assembled  at  twelve  o'clock,  and  the  proceedings 
were  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Moses  Hoge,  of  the  Fifth 
Street  Presbyterian  Church. 

Vice-President   Stephens  took  the  Chair. 

Rules  of  the  Senate 

Mr.  Orr,  of  South  Carolina,  reported  from  a  special  committee 
a  schedule  of  Rules  and  Regulations  to  be  observed  in  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Senate ;  and,  after  they  were  read, 

Mr.  Orr  said  that  the  rules  were  substantially  the  same  as  those 
which  were  considered  the  best  in  the  Senate  of  the  old  United 
States  and  the  Provisional  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States, 
with  such  amendments  as  were  necessary  and  such  as  the  com- 
mittee deemed  desirable.  The  leading  idea  of  the  report  was  to 
keep  the  business  of  the  Senate  under  the  control  and  direction 
of  the  majority,  with  all  due  respect  to  the  rights  of  the  minority. 
The  principal  amendment,  or  innovation,  was  that  when  a  bill  is 
before  the  Senate,  and  an  amendment  pending,  any  member  may 
call  for  the  question,  and,  if  the  call  is  seconded  by  the  majority, 
they  may  vote  on  that  particular  proposition  and  not  on  the 
original  bill.  The  usual  rule  of  the  "previous  question"  is  hereby 
modified.  Another  new  feature  in  the  report  was,  that  all  proposi- 
tions on  foreign  affairs  or  questions  relating  to  the  public  defence 
should  be  considered  in  secret  session,  and  acted  on  if  the  ma- 
jority desired  it;  but,  if  such  questions  are  found  not  of  such  a 
character  as  would  prevent  their  discussion  in  open  session,  it 
will  be  competent  for  the  Senate  so  to  discuss  them. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Orr,  the  rules*  were  adopted  and  ordered 
to  be  printed,  and  the  committee  allowed  further  time  to  consult 
with  the  House  Committee  in  regard  to  certain  committees. 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Mississippi,  offered  the  following  bill,  which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed : 


*Given  in  Vol.  II.,  S.  J.,  15. 
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an  act  to  levy  a  war  tax  on  cotton  produced 
in  the  year  1862  ( s.  2) 

"Section  i.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives,  &c.,  That  it  shall  be  lawful  for  each 
head  of  a  family  in  the  Confederate  States  of  America 
in  the  year  1862,  to  produce,  free  of  tax,  three  bales  of 
cotton,  clear  of  seed,  weighing  four  hundred  pounds 
each,  and,  in  addition,  one  bale  of  four  hundred  pounds 
for  every  hand  actually  employed  in  the  cultivation  and 
gathering  of  cotton;  and  for  every  additional  bale  of 
four  hundred  pounds,  or  less,  produced  and  gathered  by 
any  head  of  a  family,  there  shall  be  assessed  and  col- 
lected, as  other  war  taxes  are  assessed  and  collected,  the 
sum  of  $20. 

''Section  2.  That  the  head  of  a  family  shall  be  con- 
strued a  man  or  single  woman  having  the  actual  direc- 
tion of  a  plantation  or  farm ;  but  when  two  persons 
have  the  direction  of  the  same  farm  or  plantation,  they 
shall  be  considered  as  one,  and  a  hand  shall  be  con- 
strued to  mean  a  person,  whether  white  or  black,  be- 
tween the  ages  of  fourteen  and  sixty,  actually  employed 
in  the  cultivation  of  cotton,  and  who  shall  have  laboured 
in  the  field  more  than  one-half  the  time  from  April  ist, 
1862,  to  September  ist  of  the  same  year." 

Mr.  Brown  gave  notice  that  he  should  call  up  the  bill  at  an 
early  moment. 

Indian  Intercourse  Laws* 

Mr.  Phelan,  of  Mississippi,  presented  a  series  of  resolutions 
passed  by  the  Legislature  of  Mississippi,  recommending  the  pas- 
sage by  the  Confederate  Congress  of  a  law  to  prevent  the  exporta- 
tion of  cotton,  except  in  exchange  for  arms  or  articles  of  prime 
necessity. 

Mr.  Dortch,  of  North  Carolina,  presented  the  convention 
[Congress]  resolutions  of  that  State  recommending  liberal  induce- 
ments to  be  held  out  to  volunteers  for  re-enlistment. 

Mr.  Hunter,  of  Virginia,  presented  the  joint  resolutions  of  the 
Virginia  Legislature,  urging  an  increase  of  pay  to  privates,  and 
a  decrease  of  pay  to  officers  in  the  Confederate  service. 


*Mr.  Johnson  asked  leave  to  bring  in  a  bill   (S.  3)    providing  for  the 
organization  of   an   Arkansas  bureau   of   Indian   affairs. 
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All  of  which  were  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hunter,  the  Senate  then  adjourned,  and  an 
informal  meeting  of  the  Senators  was  held,  with  closed  doors, 
for  the  purpose  of  selecting  committees. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

The  House  met  at  12  o'clock  M.,  and  was  called  to  order  by 
the  Speaker, 

Prayer  by  Rev.  Dr.  Ford,  of  Kentucky. 

Mr.  Curry,  from  the  Committee  on  Rules,  reported  a  resolu- 
tion* from  the  joint  committee  with  the  Senate  in  reference  to 
the  number  of  which  certain  committees  should  consist.  The 
resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Swan  said  that  he  rose  with  some  diffidence  because  he 
had  never  yet  been  a  member  of  any  parliamentary  body.  Yet 
he  believed  that,  from  the  exigencies  of  the  times,  and  from  such 
lengthy  discussions  as  had  lately  been  listened  to  in  the  House, 
and  the  circumstances  attending  the  country,  it  was  necessary, 
and  he  now  moved,  that  the  body  resolve  itself  into  secret  ses- 
sions.    He  called  the  question. 

The  Chair  read  the  rule  on  the  subject  from  the  rules  adopted 
by  the  Provisional  Congress,  which  provides  that  if  any  member 
shall  move  to  go  into  secret  session,  and  that  motion  was  seconded 
by  another  member,  the  Speaker  should  forthwith  order  the  hall 
to  be  cleared  and  the  door  to  be  closed. 

Mr.  Foote  claimed  the  floor.  Some  one  then  seconded  the 
question.  Mr.  Foote  said  he  had  not  come  here  to  be  submitted 
to  any  gag  law. 

The  Speaker  decided  that  the  gentleman  was  entitled  to  proceed. 

Mr.  Foote  said  he  was  astounded,  grieved,  agonized  beyond 
expression  at  this  motion  which  had  been  submitted  by  his  col- 
league; a  motion  made  without  any  manner  of  consultation  with 
his  colleagues.  This  thing  of  shutting  the  doors  on  discussions 
of  the  House,  unless  it  was  to  consider  questions  of  special  char- 
acter, he  regarded  as  fatal,  as  he  conceived,  to  everything  that 
we  hold  dear  in  this  our  revolutionary  condition.     He  had  no 

*Journal,   19. 
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objection  to  going  into  secret  session  for  the  purpose  of  discussing 
any  question  which,  in  the  judgment  of  any  member,  might  re- 
quire it.  He  would  not  assign  any  sinister  purpose  to  the  gentle- 
man who  offered  the  motion,  but  he  was  inclined  to  the  motion 
here  made  for  the  purpose  of  shutting  out  the  people  from  their 
deliberations,  to  keep  secret  from  the  popular  mind  the  delibera- 
tions and  discussions  of  the  body.  It  would  have  a  bad  effect; 
it  would  discourage  the  people  and  encourage  our  enemies. 
When  the  old  government  broke  down  freedom  of  discussion  and 
of  the  press,  the  great  bulwarks  of  our  liberty,  then  it  fell.  He 
wanted  no  such  principles  in  vogue  here,  he  was  for  freedom  of 
discussion  and  freedom  of  the  press,  and  he  wanted  that  under- 
stood. He  had  every  confidence  in  the  capacity  of  the  people 
to  understand  and  to  solve  the  great  questions  now  before  them, 
and  he  was  not  willing  tO'  have  them  shut  out. 

Mr.  Holt,  of  Georgia,  rose  to  a  question  of  order.  He  thought 
that  the  Chair  had  misunderstood  the  meaning  of  the  rule  relat- 
ing to  secret  session. 

The  Speaker  said  that,  since  a  more  careful  examination  of 
the  rule,  he  found  that  the  gentleman  was,  in  part,  right  as  to 
his  point  of  order. 

Mr.  Miles,  of  South  Carolina,  said  that  the  practice  of  the 
House  during  the  provisional  session  had  been  to  go  into  session 
immediately  after  the  motion  had  been  made  and  seconded.  Now, 
according  to  parliamentary  law,  there  could  be  no  debate  between 
a  motion  and  its  being  seconded;  and,  according  to  the  rule  of 
the  House  at  present  in  force,  no  debate  could  occur  afterward. 

The  Speaker  said  that  the  point  of  order  was  well  taken,  and 
the  rule  should  hereafter  be  enforced.  But  as  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  had  been  interrupted  in  his  course  of  remarks, 
it  was  due  to  him  in  courtesy  that  he  should  be  permitted  to  con- 
clude them.     (Cries  of  ''Go  on,"  "Go  on.") 

Mr.  Lyons,  of  Virginia,  asked  permission  to  say  one  word. 
He  had  certain  propositions  to  lay  before  the  House,  which  he 
certainly  AA^ould  not  submit  in  open  session.  They  were  affairs 
of  importance,  and  of  vital  interest  to  the  country,  and  he  hoped 
the  point  of  order  would  be  enforced  by  the  Chair. 

Mr.  Foote  said  that,  as  he  had  been  allowed  to  extend  his  re- 
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marks,  he  would  not  trespass  long  on  the  courtesy  of  the  House. 
But  the  proposition  before  the  House  at  the  present  time,  to 
continue  the  secret  session,  was  calculated  to  influence  the  popular 
mind,  and  cause  distrust  in  our  arms,  and  it  was  in  that  view  of 
the  matter  that  he  pressed  the  subject  so  closely. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lyons,  the  House,  at  ten  minutes  to  one 
o'clock  resolved  itself  into  secret  session,  and  at  four  o'clock 
adjourned. 

[In  the  secret  session  (Journal,  19)  Mr.  Lyons  offered  a  resolu- 
tion providing :  For  a  survey  of  the  Fortifications  of  James  River, 
which  was  carried  after  considerable  debate  and  amending.] 


Tuesday,  February  25,  1862. 

SENATE 

The  Senate  assembled  at  12  o'clock,  and  was  opened  with  prayer 
by  the  Rev.  Moses  Hoge,  D.  D. 

Election  of  Committees 

Mr.  Hunter,  of  Virginia,  from  a  committee  selected  in  the  in- 
formal meeting  of  the  Senators  on  yesterday,  to  recommend 
nominations  to  the  standing  committees,  made  the  following 
report. 

The   committee   recommend   the   following  report: 

The  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs — Mr.  Orr  of  South  Caro- 
lina, chairman;  and  Messrs.  Yancey  of  Alabama,  Wigfall  of 
Texas,  Clark  of  Missouri,  and  Preston  of  Virginia. 

On  Finance — Mr.  Barnwell  of  South  Carolina,  chairman ;  and 
Messrs.  Hunter  of  Virginia,  Davis  of  North  Carolina,  Semmes  of 
Louisiana,  and  Henry  of  Tennessee. 

On  Commerce — Mr.  Clay  of  Alabama,  chairman ;  and  Messrs. 
Maxwell  of  Florida,  Dortch  of  North  Carolina,  Peyton  of  Mis- 
souri, and  Burnett  of  Kentucky. 

On  Military  Affairs — Mr.  Sparrow  of  Louisiana,  chairman; 
and  Messrs.  Preston  of  Virginia,  Johnson  of  Arkansas,  Wigfall 
of  Texas,  and  Henry  of  Tennessee. 

On  Naval  Affairs — Mr.  Brown  of  Mississippi,  chairman;  and 
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Messrs.  Oldham  of  Texas,  Baker  of  Florida,  Simms  of  Kentucky, 
and  Dortch  of  North  Carolina. 

On  Judiciary — Mr.  Hill  of  Georgia,  chairman;  and  Messrs. 
Haynes  of  Tennessee,  Phelan  of  Mississippi,  Semmes  of  Loui- 
siana, and  Burnett  of  Kentucky. 

On  Indian  Affairs — Mr.  Johnson  of  Arkansas,  chairman;  and 
Messrs.  Clay  of  Alabama,  Oldham  of  Texas,  Peyton  of  Missouri, 
and  Simms  of  Kentucky. 

On  Post-0 ffice  and  Post  Roads — Mr.  Oldham  of  Texas,  chair- 
man; and  Messrs.  Haynes  of  Tennessee,  Mitchell  of  Arkansas, 
and  Baker  of  Florida. 

On  Public  Lands — Mr.  Clark  of  Missouri,  chairman;  and 
Messrs.  Baker  of  Florida,  and  Yancey  of  Alabama. 

On  Patents — Mr.  Maxwell  of  Florida,  chairman ;  and  Messrs. 
Haynes  of  Tennessee,  and  Hill  of  Georgia. 

On  Claims — Mr.  Davis  of  North  Carolina,  chairman;  and 
Messrs.  Burnett  of  Kentucky,  and  Peyton  of  Missouri.  . 

On  Territories — Mr.  Wigf all  of  Texas,  chairman ;  and  Messrs. 
Brown  of  Mississippi,  and  Yancey  of  Alabama. 

On  Accounts — Mr.  Mitchell  of  Arkansas,  chairman;  and 
Messrs.  Dortch  of  North  Carolina  and  Simms  of  Kentucky. 

On  Printing — Mr.  Phelan  of  Mississippi,  chairman ;  Messrs. 
Hill  of  Georgia,  and  Clarke  of  Missouri. 

On  Enrollments — Mr.  Phelan  of  Missouri  [Mississippi?], 
chairman;  Maxwell  of  Florida  and  Mitchell  of  Arkansas. 

(The  Committee  on  Post-Offices  and  Post-Roads  is  incomplete 
through  an  inadvertency  of  the  Senate,  not  perceived  before  the 
time  of  adjournment.     It  will,  doubtless,  be  corrected  today.) 

Indian  Superintendencies 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Arkansas,  made  a  motion  that  the  resolution* 
offered  on  yesterday  in  relation  to  the  Indian  superintendencies 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Suspension   of  Duties 

Mr.  Sparrow,  of  Louisiana,  presented  a  joint  resolution  passed 
by  the  legislature  of  that  state,  for  the  encouragement  of  the 
introduction  of  foreign  merchandise,  and  urging  the  suspension 

*S.  3. 
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of  duties  on  foreign  imports  during  the  blockade  or  war.    Ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Sparrow  offered  a  resolution  that  the  Committee  on 
Finance  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  suspending  the  collection 
of  duties  on  all  imports  during  the  war  or  blockade.     Adopted. 

Destruction  of  Products  Threatened  by  the  Enemy 
Mr.  Phelan  offered  a  resolution  that  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  taking  possession  of  all  the 
cotton,  tobacco,  and  other  products  in  the  Confederate  States, 
with  a  view  to  their  destruction,  whenever  they  shall  be  threatened 
by  the  enemy,  which  was  adopted. 

The  Roanoke  Island  Affair 

Mr.  Dortch  presented  a  resolution  passed  by  the  North  Caro- 
lina State  convention,  to  the  effect  that,  as  rumours  were  current 
in  relation  to  the  Roanoke  Island  disaster,  that  some  of  the  Con- 
federate forces  behaved  badly,  the  Confederate  Congress  be  re- 
quested to  investigate  the  truth  of  such  rumours,  and  acquaint  the 
convention  with  the  result. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Orr,  the  resolution  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Alteration  of  Rules 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barnwell,  the  vote  adopting  the  rules  of  the 
Senate  was  reconsidered,  and  the  rules  were  so  amended  as  to 
keep  within  the  power  of  the  Senate  itself  the  power  to  appoint 
all  committees,  and  giving  the  President  the  power  to  appoint  all 
joint  committees.      [S.  J.  21.] 

The  Senate  then  went  into  executive  session  on  a  message  from 
the  President,  and  adjourned  some  fifteen  minutes  after. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 
The   House  was  called  to  order  at   12  M.,  and  opened  with 
prayer  by  Rev.  Dr.  Burrows.     Journal  read  and  approved. 

The  Chair  announced,  through  the  Clerk,  the  various  standing 
committees  of  the  House,  remarking  that  there  were  so  many  new 
members  unknown  to  the  Chair  that  it  was  impossible  to  do 
justice  to  all,  but  he  had  done  the  best  in  his  power. 


First  Congress — First  Session  49 

House  Standing  Committees 

On  Elections — Messrs.  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  Vest  of  Mis- 
souri, Staples  of  Virginia,  Crocket  of  Kentucky,  Gardinhire  of 
Tennessee,  Curry  of  Alabama,  Clapp  of  Mississippi,  Dawkins  of 
Florida,  and  Trippe  of  Georgia. 

Ways  and  Means — Messrs.  Kenner  of  Louisiana,  Jones  of 
Tennessee,  Bonham  of  South  Carolina,  Garnett  of  Virginia,  Mc- 
Rae  of  Mississippi,  Lyon  of  Alabama,  Machen  of  Kentucky, 
Holt  of  Louisiana  and  Graham  of  Texas. 

Military  Affairs — Messrs.  Miles  of  South  Carolina,  Pryor  of 
Virginia,  Kenan  of  Georgia,  Pugh  of  Alabama,  Davis  of  Mis- 
sissippi, Harris  of  Missouri,  Swan  of  Tennessee,  Bridgers  of 
North  Carolina,  and  Batson  of  Arkansas. 

Foreign  Affairs — Messrs.  Foote  of  Tennessee,  Perkins  of 
Louisiana,  Smith  of  Alabama,  Dejarnette  of  Virginia,  Barksdale 
of  Mississippi,  McQueen  of  South  CaroHna,  Breckinridge  of 
Kentucky,  Preston  of  Virginia,  and  McLean  of  North  Carolina. 

Naval  Affairs — Messrs.  Conrad  of  Louisiana,  Boyce  of  South 
Carolina,  Wright  of  Georgia,  Clopton  of  Alabama,  Currin  of 
Tennessee,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Gaither  of  North  CaroHna, 
Dawkins  of  Florida,  and  Chambliss  of  Virginia. 

Judiciary — Messrs.  Gartrel  of  Georgia,  Russell  of  Virginia, 
Dargan  of  Alabama,  Moore  of  Kentucky,  Garland  of  Arkansas, 
Heiskell  of  Tennessee,  Gray  of  Texas,  Ashe  of  North  Carolina, 
and  Holcombe  of  Virginia. 

Commerce — Messrs.  Curry  of  Alabama,  Trippe  of  Georgia, 
Cooke  of  Missouri,  McDowell  of  North  Carolina,  Lyons  of  Vir- 
ginia, Sexton  of  Texas,  Villere  of  Louisiana,  Bruce  of  Kentucky^ 
and  Chambers  of  Mississippi. 

Post-Offices  and  Post-Roads — Messrs,  Chilton  of  Alabama,. 
Conrow  of  Missouri,  Royston  of  Arkansas,  Johnson  of  Virginia, 
Davidson  of  North  Carolina,  Clark  of  Georgia,  Welsh  of  Missis- 
sippi, Hilton  of  Florida,  and  Herbert  of  Texas. 

Territories  and  Public  Lands — Messrs.  Wilcox  of  Texas,  Mar- 
shall of  Louisiana,  Jenkins  of  Virginia,  Freeman  of  Missouri, 
Foster  of  Alabama,  Batson  of  Arkansas,  Lewis  of  Georgia, 
Ewing  of  Kentucky,  Menees  of  Tennessee. 

Indian  Affairs — Messrs.  Singleton  of  Mississippi,  Elliott  of 
Kentucky,  Hanly  of  Arkansas,  Dupre  of  Louisiana,  Goode  of 
Virginia,  Tibbs  of  Tennessee,  Wright  of  Texas,  Arrington  of 
North  Carolina,  and  Ralls  of  Alabama. 

Patents — Messrs.  Bell  of  Missouri,  Lander  of  North  Carolina, 
Read  of  Kentucky,   Chilton  of  Alabama,   Staples  of   Virginia, 
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Marshall  of  Louisiana,  Hilton  of  Florida,  Strickland  of  Georgia 
and  Wright  of  Texas. 

Claims — Messrs.  Smith  of  Virginia,  Clopton  of  Alabama,  Bur- 
nett of  Kentucky,  Villere  of  Louisiana,  Clapp  of  Mississippi, 
McLean  of  North  Carolina,  Munnerlyn  of  Georgia,  Farrow  of 
South  Carolina,  and  Gardenhire  of  Tennessee. 

Accounts — Messrs.  McQueen  of  South  Carolina,  Foster  of 
Alabama,  Kenan  of  North  Carolina,  Strickland  of  Georgia,  and 
Hanly  of  Arkansas. 

Rules  and  Offices  of  the  House — Messrs.  Jones  of  Tennessee, 
Perkins  of  Louisiana,  Boteler  of  Virginia,  Lewis  of  Georgia,  and 
Smith  of  North  Carolina. 

Pay  and  Mileage — Messrs.  Burnett  of  Kentucky,  Singleton 
of  Mississippi,  and  Bridgers  of  North  Carolina. 

Enrolled  Bills — Messrs.  Elliott  of  Kentucky,  Chambers  of 
Mississippi,  and  Tibbs  of  Tennessee. 

Printing — Messrs.  Barksdale  of  Mississippi,  Jenkins  of  Vir- 
ginia, Wright  of  Georgia,  Menees  of  Tennessee,  and  Dupre  of 
Louisiana. 

Flag  and  Seal — Messrs.  Boteler  of  Virginia,  Smith  of  Alabama 
and  Gray  of  Texas. 

Mr.  Clopton,  of  Alabama,  presented  a  bill  concerning  the  ap- 
pointment of  army  officers,  and  asked  that  it  be  considered  at 
the  present  time. 

Mr.  Davis  objected,  and  the  bill  was  accordingly  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

A  bill  was  offered  from  the  State  of  Alabama,  concerning  the 
raising  of  additional  troops  and  providing  them  with  arms,  etc. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  Hunley  offered  a  resolution  that  General  Joseph  E.  John- 
ston, now  in  this  city,  be  entitled  to  a  seat  on  this  floor. 

Mr.  Gartrell  offered  a  resolution  to  the  effect  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  ex- 
pendiency  of  increasing  the  pay  of  non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates  of  the  army  of  the  Confederate  States.     Passed. 

Mr.  Perkins  presented  a  bill  to  admit  duty  free  all  wares  and 
merchandise  imported  to  the  Confederate  States,  except  such  as 
may  be  brought  from  the  United  States  of  America.     Passed. 

Also,  another  bill  with   reference  to  the  calling  before  Con- 
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gress,  heads  of  departments  to  give  information  which  may  be 
desired,  or  to  answer  to  any  charges  whenever  a  necessity  existed 
for  such  action. 

Mr.  Foote  had  intended  to  offer  an  amendment  to  this,  but  in 
deference  tO'  the  request  of  his  colleague  he  would  not  now  do  so. 
He  thought  that  some  measure  or  rule  should  be  adopted  by 
which,  when  a  member  of  the  Cabinet  was  voted  down,  he  should 
forthwith  resign.  This  had  been  the  uniform  practice  of  the 
English  Padiament.  And  Mr.  Macauley  had  expressed  the  idea 
that  if  a  government  officer  were  to  refuse  to  resign  when  voted 
against  by  a  majority  of  the  House  of  Lords  or  Commons  it 
would  cause  a  civil  revolution  in  England. 

Mr.  Smith  wanted  to  know  if  the  Cabinet  should  be  thrown 
into  the  minority  whether  or  not,  as  a  matter  of  course,  the 
President  would  be  likewise  subject  to  be  thrown  out? 

Mr.  Foote  said  the  King  or  the  Queen  of  England  were  never 
voted  out.     (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Perkins  moved  to  lay  on  the  table  for  the  present  and 
make  the  order  of  the  day  for  tomorrow  (Wednesday)  at  one 
o'clock. 

Mr.  Lyons,  of  Virginia,  moved  that  it  be  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for  Friday,  as  it  was  an  important  bill,  and  he  wished 
some  time  to  considter  it  and  examine  its  merits  and  offer  an 
amendment. 

Mr.  Chilton,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on 
Judiciary,  which,  after  some  discussion,  was  finally  done. 

Mr.  Marshall  offered  a  resolution  concerning  the  destroying 
of  tobacco  and  other  stores  to  prevent  their  seizure  by  the  enemy. 

Mr.  Conrad  offered  an  amendment  to  the  effect  that  we  will 
destroy  all  sugar,  tobacco,  rice  and  other  stores  whenever  such 
shall  be  deemed  necessary  to  prevent  their  falling  into  the  hands 
of  the  enemy;  and  that  the  Confederate  States  shall  reimburse 
the  owners  for  the  property  thus  destroyed.  Both  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Kenner,  of  Louisiana,  offered  a  resolution  to  the  effect 
that  the  rule  2^  of  the  House,  which  resolves  the  House  into 
secret  session,  be  rescinded. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Bonham,  of  South  Carolina,  it  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Rules. 

Mr.  Dayis,  of  Mississippi,  presented  a  bill  providing  for  the 
increase  of  the  pay  of  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Afifairs 

Also  a  bill  to  purchase  arms  and  erect  gunboats  for  the  navy. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs. 

Mr.  Marshall,  of  North  Carolina,  presented  a  memorial  from 
the  North  Carolina  convention  in  relation  to  the  resuming  the 
operations  of  the  mint  for  the  coinage  of  money  in  that  State. 
Referred  to  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to  go  into  secret  session. 

Mr.  Lyons  seconded  the  motion,  and  the  doors  were  closed. 

The  doors  having  been  re-opened,  the  following  message  was 
received  from  the  President:   [Message  not  given  here.] 

The  message  was  laid  on  the  table  and  a  number  of  copies 
ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia,  called  up  the  resolution  in  reference 
to  the  suppression  of  intoxication  in  the  army.  The  merits  of 
the  resolution  were  discussed  by  Messrs.  Smith  of  Virginia, 
Foote,  Wilcox,  Read  and  Bonham.  The  resolution  was  finally 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  MiHtary  Affairs,  and  the  House 
adjourned. 


Wednesday,  February  26th,   1862. 
SENATE 

The  Senate  assembled  at  12  o'clock,  and  was  opened  with 
prayer  by  the  Rev.  Moses  D.  Hoge. 

The  President,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Oldham,  of  Texas,  was  au- 
thorized to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the  Committee  on  Post-Offices  and 
Post-Roads  mentioned  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  Simms,  of  Kentucky,  was  appointed. 

Mr.  Simms,  of  Kentucky,  announced  the  presence  of  Mr. 
Burnett,  his  colleague,  who  was  duly  qualified. 


b 
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The  message*  of  the  President  (pubHshed  on  yesterday)  was 
presented  to  the  Senate,  and  read,  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hunter, 
five  hundred  extra  copies  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  portion  of  the  message  as  referred  to  the  Supreme  Court 
was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hunter,  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Judiciary ;  and  so  much  as  referred  to  patents  was,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Maxwell,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Patents. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  presented  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  sup- 
plemental to  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  establish  the  War  Depart- 
ment."    It  is  as  follows : 

"The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States,  &c.,  do 
enact,  that  if  any  officer  of  the  army  be  appointed 
Secretary  of  War  and  enter  upon  the  duties  of  that 
office,  he  shall  not  thereby  lose  his  rank  in  the  army,  but 
only  the  pay  and  allowance  thereof,  during  the  time  that 
he  is  Secretary  of  War  and  receiving  the  salary  of  that 
office." 

Mr.  Clay  said  that,  in  presenting  this  bill,  he  was  influenced 
by  no  outside  suggestions.  It  had  solely  in  view  the  procuration 
of  the  best  talent  by  the  President  to  aid  him  in  the  duties  of  the 
War  Department,  As  the  law  at  present  stood,  army  officers 
could  only  serve  as  war  secretaries  by  resigning  their  positions 
and  chances  of  preferment  in  the  army. 

The  bill  was  then  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be  transmitted  to 
the  House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  Simms,  of  Kentucky,  offered  the  following  resolution 
[S.  2] : 

"Whereas,  the  war  in  which  we  are  now  engaged  with 
the  Government  and  people  of  the  United  States  was  not 
provoked  nor  inaugurated  by  the  Confederate  States,  and 
is  now  prosecuted  and  maintained  by  them  only  in  vindi: 
cation  of  the  highest  and  most  sacred  rights  of  a  people 
resolved  to  be  free  and  independent;  and  whereas,  the 
right  of  self-government,  and  the  right  to  change,  alter 
or  abolish  their  form  of  government  by  the  people  of 
these  States,  and  ordain  and  establish  another  by  au- 
thority better  calculated  to  promote  their  happiness  and 
secure  their  liberties,  are  rights  inherent  and  inalienable, 
and  by  them  never  surrendered,  and  which  they  in  the 

*S.  J.,  22-23. 
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most  solemn  manner  do  now  pledge  themselves  never  to 
surrender;  and  whereas,  the  war  now  waged  against 
them  is  the  work  of  Northern  fanaticism,  and  was  con- 
ceived and  it  now  prosecuted  for  the  subjugation  of  the 
people  of  these  States,  and  the  overthrow  of  their  social 
and  domestic  institutions,  and  finally  for  their  enslave- 
ment and  degradation  before  the  civilized  world :  Be  it, 
therefore, 

''Resolved  by  the  Senate,  &c.,  That  the  people  of  these 
States  will,  to  their  last  extremity,  maintain  and  defend 
their  right  to  self-government,  and  the  government 
ordained  and  established  by  them,  and  to  this,  by  their 
representatives,  do  hereby  most  solemnly  pledge  the  last 
man  and  the  last  dollar  within  the  limits  of  the  Con- 
federacy for  the  prosecution  of  this  war,  until  their  in- 
dependence as  a  nation  is  recognized  and  acknowledged. 

''Resolved,  That  a  brave  and  manly  people  can  neither 
be  appalled  by  danger  nor  intimidated  by  defeat,  and 
that  the  people  of  these  States  will  submit  to  any  sacri- 
fice, and  endure  any  trial,  however  severe,  when  these 
are  necessary  means  of  escape  from  subjugation  and 
enslavement,  and  firmly  relying  as  they  do  upon  the 
justice  of  their  cause,  and  humbly  trusting  in  the  Provi- 
dence of  God,  they  will  maintain  their  position  before 
the  world  and  high  heaven  while  they  have  a  voice  to 
raise  or  an  arm  to  defend." 

The  resolutions  were,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Orr,  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  Phelan  offered  a  resolution  of  enquiry  into  the  expediency 
of  repealing  duties  on  imports,  of  abolishing  all  ports  of  entry,  of 
preventing  all  exports  from  the  Confederate  States,  except  by 
special  permission,  &c.,  which  was  adopted.     [S.  J.  24.] 

Mr.  Henry,  of  Tennessee,  offered  a  resolution  to  encourage 
the  burning  of  cotton,  tobacco,  &c.,  by  the  owners  thereof,  when 
threatened  by  the  enemy,  by  proposing  to  indemnify  them  fully 
for  all  products  destroyed.     Adopted. 

The  Senate  then  went  into  executive  session. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 
The  House  was  called  to  order  at  12  M.,  and  opened  with 
prayer  by  Rev.  Dr.  Ford,  of  Kentucky.     Journal  read  and  ap- 
proved. 


First  Congress — First  Session  55 

Mr.  Garnett,  of  Virginia,  presented  a  communication  from  the 
Department  of  Justice,  the  member  accompanying  the  communica- 
tion by  a  resolution  to  the  effect  that  five  hundred  copies  be 
printed  of  the  acts  and  resolutions  of  the  last  session  of  the 
Provisional  Congress,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Miles,  of  South  Carolina,  submitted  a  resolution  authoriz- 
ing the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  to  employ  a  clerk. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia,  wanted  to  amend  by  inserting  also 
the  Committee  of  Claims. 

Mr.  Miles  said  that  he  had  only  to  carry  out  the  instructions 
of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.    The  resolution  was  passed. 

The  Disaster  at  Forts  Henry  and  Donelson 
Mr.  Foster,  of  Alabama,  offered  a  resolution*  that  a  committee 
be  appointed  to  enquire  into  the  cause  of  the  late  disasters  at 
Fort  Henry  and  Fort  Donelson,  and  to  enquire  also  whether 
those  forts  were  in  the  most  available  positions,  whether  or  not 
other  works  were  begun  in  the  vicinity  under  the  supervision  of 
the  general  in  command  in  that  department,  and  if  so  why  such 
works  were  not  completed.    Passed. 

Resolutions  of  Enquiry,  &c. 

Mr.  Chilton,  of  Alabama,  presented  a  bill  entitled  an  act  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  ''An  act  in  relation  to  public  printing." 
Referred. 

Mr.  Lyon,  of  Georgia,  offered  a  resolution  instructing  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  enquire  into  the  expediency 
of  a  reduction  of  the  raising  of  cotton  which  may  be  grown  in 
the  Confederate  States,  and  that  the  committee  report  by  bill 
or  otherwise.     Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Wright  presented  the  petition  of  Thomas  W.  Nee,  asking 
an  extension  of  time  in  regard  to  certain  patents.  Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Patents. 

Mr.  Perkins  presented  a  bill  relative  to  the  importation  of 
articles  manufactured  in  the  United  States  into  the  Confederate 
States.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  Davidson  offered  a  resolution  to  the  effect  that  the  Com- 
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mittee  of  Ways  and  Means  be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  at  its 
earliest  convenience  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  th*e  House  with 
stationery.     Passed. 

Mr.  McDowell,  of  North  Carolina,  presented  a  memorial  from 
the  convention  of  that  State.     Received  and  referred. 

Mr.  Tibbs,  of  Tennessee,  offered  a  resolution  to  the  effect  that 
the  horses  which  were  lost  in  action  by  individuals  might  be  im- 
mediately paid  for  out  of  the  treasury  of  the  Confederate  States. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  MiHtary  Affairs,  and  they  were 
instructed  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise  as  early  as  practicable. 

Mr.  Tibbs  also  offered  a  resolution  that  the  pay  of  non-com- 
missioned officers  and  privates  during  the  present  war  shall  be  in- 
creased twenty  per  cent,  in  addition  to  the  pay  already  accorded 
to  them.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  MiHtary  Affairs. 

Mr.  Currin  moved  to  take  up  the  resolution  heretofore  sub- 
mitted by  him  as  coming  from  certain  citizens  of  his  State 
(Tennessee),  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Post- 
Offices  and  Post-Roads.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Sexton,  of  Texas,  presented  a  bill  to  amend  "An  act  en- 
titled an  act  to  authorize  the  issue  of  treasury  notes,  and  to 
provide  a  war  tax  for  their  redemption,  approved  August  19th, 
1861."     Referred  to  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Pryor  presented  a  bill  to  establish  a  general  staff  of  the 
army  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America.  Referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs. 

Also  a  bill  to  repeal  "An  act  entitled  an  act  authorizing  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  appoint  an  assistant  secretary,  approved 
February  i6th,  1861." 

Colonel  Jennifer's  Report  of  the  Battle  of  Leesburg 

Mr.  Jenkins,  of  Virginia,  offered  a  resolution  that  the  Presi- 
dent be  requested  to  communicate  to  the  House  the  report  of 
Colonel  Walter  H.  Jennifer  in  relation  to  the  battle  of  Leesburg. 

Mr.  Bonham  said  that  it  would  be  establishing  an  extraordinary 
precedent  to  ask  for  the  report  of  a  subordinate  officer  before 
that  of  the  officer  in  command. 

Mr.  Jenkins  said  that  the  report  of  Colonel  Evans  had  been 
published   some  time   since,  and  he  asked   for  this  information 
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because  he  understood  that  the  officer  in  question  was  immediately 
in  the  locality  where  the  battle  was  fought,  while  the  officer  in 
command  was  some  distance  from  that  place. 
The  resolution  was  accordingly  agreed  to. 

Exempts  From  Military  Duty 

Mr.  Lyons,  of  Virginia,  presented  a  communication  from  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  of  the  House  of  Delegates  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  a  resolution  accompanying  it  offered  by  Mr.  Lyons, 
instructing  the  Committee  of  Congress  on  Military  Affairs  to 
report,  at  the  earliest  possible  convenience,  a  bill  in  relation  to 
exempts  from  military  duty. 

Mr.  Lyons  said  that  considerable  difficulty  existed  in  regard 
to  the  Virginia  law  relating  to  exempts,  because  of  the  adoption 
by  Congress  of  the  late  law  of  the  old  United  States  in  reference 
thereto.  Now,  this  was  a  matter  of  great  importance,  and,  as  the 
law  now  stood,  it  was  the  cause  of  great  injury  to  our  service  in 
the  organization  of  our  army.  There  was  a  vast  crowd  of  petty 
officers,  such  as  deputy  postmasters.  This  resolution  does  not 
instruct  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  in  point  of  fact,  but 
only  instructs  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  to  declare  who 
shall  be  exempt  from  duty. 

Mr.  Miles  said  he  did  not  like  the  tenor  of  the  resolution, 
instructing  the  committee  to  report  a  bill;  they  might  not  con- 
sider it  expedient  to  do  so  at  all.  He  did  not  know  what  the 
committee  of  Congress  had  to  do  with  citizens  in  the  State  of 
Virginia  who  might  or  might  not  be  subject  to  military  duty. 

Mr.  Lyons  said  that  the  old  United  States  law,  adopted  in  rela- 
tion to  exempts,  designed  to  protect  itself  and  its  officers,  in  order 
that  the  heads  of  departments  and  other  necessary  officers  of  the 
government  should  not  be  liable  to  be  drafted  for  military  duty. 
But  this  law  not  only  exempts  postmasters,  but  their  deputies, 
and  we  ought  not  to  lose  many  a  good  soldier  in  consequence  of 
such  a  law. 

Mr.  Miles  said  he  had  yet  failed  to  be  convinced  of  the  pro- 
priety of  the  instruction,  and  he  moved  to  amend  by  inserting 
*'that  the  committee  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency 
of  reporting  of  a  bill,"  &c. 
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Mr.  Lyons  said  he  had  no  objection  to  the  amendments,  which 
was  at  the  pleasure  of  the  House.  If  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  was  disposed  to  dally  with  questions  of  im- 
portance, he  had  no  sort  of  objection.  The  law  of  Virginia  in 
relation  to  exempts  would  go  into  force  in  a  few  days,  hence  he 
thought  all  possible  speed  should  be  given  to  it. 

Mr.  Miles  said  he  did  not  wish  it  to  be  considered,  as  intimated 
by  the  gentleman,  that  he  was  disposed  to  let  those  matters  lie  by 
into  whose  expediency  they  were  to  enquire,  and  attend  to  matters 
in  which  they  had  received  instructions. 

The  resolution  was  adopted  as  amended  by  Mr.  Miles. 

Generals  and  Brigadier-Generals  of  the  Provisional  Army 

Mr.  Pryor,  of  Virginia,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  was  instructed  to  report  back,  with  a  recommendation  that 
it  be  passed,  a  bill*  to  continue  the  offices  of  generals  and 
brigadier-generals  of  the  provisional  army  by  virtue  of  the  law 
provisional,  which  allows  them  to  hold  the  offices  during  the 
present  war. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Georgia,  would  amend  by  adding  that  the 
offices  of  the  said  major  and  brigadier-generals  shall  continue 
subject  to  removal,  as  heretofore  provided,  according  to  the 
prescribed  regulations. 

Mr.  Pryor  said  that  that  amendment  engaged  the  attention  of 
the  committee,  but  they  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it  was  entirely 
unnecessary,  as  there  were  laws  which  related  to  that  very  point, 
and  which  were  very  stringent ;  but  if  the  gentleman  from  Georgia 
was  in  favour  of  inserting  a  surplusage  or  ridiculous  pleonasm, 
he  had  no  sort  of  objection. 

Mr.  Bonham  rose  to  enquire  whether  the  bill  included  adjutant- 
generals  of  departments  and  staff  officers ;  for  many  did  not  know 
when  their  brigades  would  go  out  of  service,  and  they  compelled 
to  resign.  He  had  seen  instances  where  great  inconvenience  arose 
from  the  very  circumstances  referred  to. 

Mr.  Wright  said  he  now  saw  more  than  ever  the  necessity  of 
his  amendment.     There  was  evidently  an  inclination  on  the  part 
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of  the  committee  to  make  appearance  of  doing  one  thing  and 
do  another,  and  his  amendment  was  the  proper  way  of  getting 
rid  of  a  large  amount  of  dead  heads. 

Mr.  Pryor  said  that  he  wished  it  to  be  known  that  there  was 
no  effort  at  deception  on  the  part  of  the  committee,  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  had  insinuated. 

Mr.  Wright  said  it  might  not  have  been  so,  but  it  had  such 
an  appearance. 

Mr.  Foote  said  that  he  must  oppose  the  proposition  by  his  vote. 
It  had  been  the  custom  of  the  Romans,  when  the  course  of  a 
general  had  been  marked  out  by  misfortune  and  disaster  after 
disaster,  to  discard  him  at  once,  after  opportunities  of  the 
brightest  character  had  been  afforded  him.  No  matter  whether 
it  was  his  own  fault  or  not,  he  was  removed.  He  should  like 
to  see  the  President  take  the  list  of  officers  and  strike  off  the 
inefficient  ones,  for  it  was  well  known  that  extraordinary  military 
genius  had  been  developed  where  least  expected ;  and  in  those 
from  whom  we  had  the  best  right  to  look  for  great  things,  our 
hopes  had  been  disappointed. 

Mr.  Pryor  reminded  the  gentleman  that  there  was  a  law  au- 
thorizing the  President  to  strike  from  the  roll  of  officers  whom- 
soever he  may  please.  He  would  also  remind  the  gentleman 
that  the  bill  provides  for  a  certain  proportion  of  officers. 

Mr.  Heiskell,  of  Tennessee,  concurred  in  the  views  of  his  col- 
league (Mr.  Foote).  All  the  commissions  of  officers  expired 
under  the  operation  of  the  new  government,  but  there  were  con- 
stitutional provisions  which  would  obviate  present  difficulties. 

Mr.  Foote  offered,  as  an  amendment,  a  resolution  to  the  effect 
that  the  bill  be  recommended  to  the  committee  with  instructions 
to  report  an  amended  bill  that  the  commissions  of  major  and 
brigadier-generals  of  the  provisional  army  shall  expire  within — 
days,  unless  such  officers  shall  be  re-appointed  to  hold  them. 

Mr.  Gardinhire,  of  Tennessee,  said  that  there  were  various 
other  officers  in  the  Confederate  army  who  should  be  subject  to 
removal. 

Mr.  Foote  said  it  was  his  opinion,  that  give  the  President  a 
chance  and  he  would  reform  the  army  in  twenty-four  hours. 
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Mr.  Lyons  moved  that  the  bill  and  amendments  lie  on  the 
table  for  the  present. 

Mr.  Pryor  said  he  had  intended  to  move  that  it  be  laid  on  the 
table  and  be  printed — he  would  now  make  that  motion,  and  that 
it  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  12  o'clock  tomorrow. 

Mr.  Lyons  sugg-ested  Saturday,  as  Friday  was  a  day  of  fasting 
and  prayer,  and  he  should  like  to  have  the  discussion  of  the  bill 
postponed  until  Saturday. 

Mr.  Foote  said,  for  his  part,  he  could  attend  to  his  fasting  and 
prayer  and  also  attend  to  the  bill.     [Laughter.] 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Pryor  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Miles,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  offered 
the  following: 

''Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  be 
authorized  to  procure  maps  of  the  several  States  of  the 
Confederacy  necessary  to  them  for  the  discharge  of  their 
duty." 

Mr.  Swan  moved  to  amend  by  adding  ''and  such  other  maps 
as  in  their  judgment  may  be  necessary." 

The  amendment  and  original  resolution  were  adopted. 

Mr.  Gartrell,  of  Georgia,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
reported  an  amended  bill  with  a  recommendation  that  it  be  passed, 
"that  officers  and  heads  of  departments  be  entitled  to  seats  on 
the  floor  of  the  House  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  matters  in 
relation  to  their  respective  departments — the  House  to  prescribe 
rules  under  which  this  privilege  is  to  be  exercised." 

Mr.  Pryor  said  that  he  wished  some  one  would  aid  him  in 
expressing  the  unutterable  repugnance  which  he  left  [felt] 
towards  the  measure  in  question. 

Mr.  Crockett  moved  to  postpone  the  subject,  and  make  it  the 
special  order  of  the  day  for  Saturday. 

Mr.  Conrad,  of  Louisiana,  rose  to  a  privileged  question.  He 
referred  to  the  following  portion  of  the  President's  message: 

"The  people  of  the  Confederate  States,  being  prin- 
cipally engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  were  unprovided 
at  the  commencement  of  hostilities  with  ships,  shipyards, 
materials  for  ship  building,  or  skilled  mechanics  and  sea- 
men in  sufficient  numbers  to  make  the  prompt  creation 
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of  a  navy  a  practicable  task,  even  if  the  required  ap- 
propriations had  been  made  for  the  purpose." 

Mr.  Conrad  said  that  the  error  was  palpable  to  the  members  of 
the  House,  but  not  so  to  the  people  of  the  Confederate  States  in 
general.  He  had  no  idea  that  the  President  meant  to  say  that  no 
appropriation  had  been  made  for  the  navy ;  but  if  so,  he  declared 
the  statement  to  be  perfectly  erroneous.  In  regard  to  the  general 
difficulties  in  this  Confederacy  he  accorded  v^ith  the  statement 
of  the  President,  but  no  appropriation  had  been  suggested  that 
had  not  been  given  with  cheerfulness. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Georgia,  said  that  the  matter  in  question  was 
not  privileged. 

The  Speaker  said  the  point  of  order  was  rightly  taken,  but  he 
hoped  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Conrad)  would  be  accorded  the  gen- 
eral consent  of  the  House  to  finish  his  remarks. 

Mr.  Foote  said  that  the  appropriation  was  probably  not  enough 
for  a  large  navy  such  as  we  required.  He  thought  the  President 
had  only  made  a  verbal  error  in  not  using  the  word  ''requisite" 
instead  of  ''required."  The  difference  was  apparently  small,  but 
it  had  led  to  misconstruction. 

Mr.  Wright  still  insisted  on  his  point  of  order. 

After  some  unimportant  business,  the  House  adjourned. 


Thursday,  February  27,  1862. 
SENATE 

The  Senate  assembled  at  12  o'clock,  and  was  opened  with 
prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Moses  Hoge,  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Sparrow,  of  Louisiana,  presented  a  bill  [S.  5]  to  provide 
for  the  payment  of  balances  due  those  persons  who,  under  the 
authority  of  the  United  States,  took  the  census  of  the  State  of 
Lx>uisiana  for  the  year  i860,  which  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims. 
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The  Integrity  of  the  Confederacy 
Mr.    Clark,*    of    Missouri,    offered    the    following    resolution 
[S.  4]  : 

'"Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States 
of  America,  That  the  honour  of  this  government  impera- 
tively demands  that  the  existing  war  be  prosecuted  until 
the  enemy  shall  have  been  expelled  from  every  foot  of 
soil  w^ithin  each  and  every  one  of  the  Confederate  States, 
and  no  proposition  of  peace  shall  be  entertained,  which 
contemplates,  however  remotely,  the  relinquishment  by 
this  government  of  any  portion  of  any  of  the  States  in 
this  Confederacy." 

Mr.  Sparrow  said  that  the  subject  of  reducing  the  boundaries 
of  the  Confederacy  was  discussed  to  some  extent  in  public,  and 
had  already  furnished  the  theme  of  newspaper  comment.  He 
had  read  in  one  of  the  morning  papers  a  paragraph  discoursing 
upon  our  recent  disasters,  which,  he  thought,  was  full  of  mischief. 
(He  here  read  a  portion  of  the  leading  editorial  in  today's 
Examiner.)  In  the  border  States,  it  was  true,  there  was  some 
division  of  sentiment,  but  the  great  mass  of  the  people  of  all  of 
them — Virginia  included — was  true  and  loyal  to  the  South.  We 
were  now  engaged  in  recruiting  for  our  army,  in  the  border 
States,  as  well  as  in  others,  and,  in  his  judgment,  it  was  a  peculiar 
time  to  satisfy  the  public  mind,  especially  in  those  particular 
regions,  upon  this  subject.  The  border  States  considered  this,  as 
he  hoped  all  the  rest  of  the  States  did,  a  common  cause.  We  were 
now  fighting  for  all ;  and  if  the  public  mind  was  not  relieved 
from  even  the  remotest  suspicion  that  any  portion  of  the  States 
were  to  be  dismembered,  or  our  boundaries  reduced,  the  effect 
could  be  better  imagined  than  described.  He  wished  this  resolu- 
tion passed  because  he  wanted  the  border  States  to  know  that  they 
were  embraced  in  the  Confederacy,  and  that  the  whole  Con- 
federacy was  to  be  maintained ;  that  no  proposition  would  be 
made,  no  terms  of  peace  proposed  or  received  lessening  its 
boundaries.     Resolutions  of  similar  character  had  been  passed  in 


*A  message  from  the  House  of  Representatives  had  come  announcing 
thai  the  House  had  passed  a  bill  [S.  4]  of  the  Senate  supplementary  to 
the  act  establishing  the  War  Department.  See  Statutes  at  Large  of  the 
Confederate  States  of  America,   125  Congress,  1. 
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the  Provisional  Congress  in  reference  to  Virginia  and  to  Mary- 
land. This  resolution  he  deemed  appropriate  now,  as  it  referred 
to  all  of  the  border  states,  and  made  the  contest  the  common 
cause  of  all. 

Mr.  Orr,  of  South  Carolina,  regretted  that  such  a  resolution 
had  been  offered.  There  was  no  necessity,  he  thought,  for  it ;  yet, 
having  no  objection  to  it,  he  would  vote  for  it.  The  gentleman 
(Mr.  Clark)  predicated  the  resolution  upon  an  editorial  which 
appeared  in  a  newspaper.  Such  an  editorial  could  not  be  taken 
as  the  exponent  of  public  opinion  by  any  means. 

Mr.  Clark  disclaimed  having  predicated  the  resolution  upon  the 
editorial  alluded  to,  but  his  special  attention  was  called  to  the 
subject  by  the  fact  that  it  was  a  matter  of  public  remark,  and 
he  had  only  introduced  the  editorial  by  way  of  showing  that  the 
press  had  taken  it  in  hand. 

Mr.  Orr  repeated  his  regret  that  the  resolution  should  have 
been  introduced,  and  that  still  he  could  offer  no  objection  to  its 
adoption.  He  did  not  think  that  any  such  idea  as  a  probable  re- 
duction of  our  boundaries  existed  anywhere.  Our  arms,  it  was 
true,  had  recently  met  with  disasters,  and  it  would  be  very  re- 
markable, indeed,  if  we  should  meet  with  victory  always.  Con- 
trast our  trials  with  those  of  our  forefathers  of  the  Revolution, 
and  it  would  be  found  that  we  had  not  met  with  one-half,  no, 
not  one-hundredth  part,  of  the  reverses  which  they  sustained, 
and  yet  they  knew  no  such  thing  as  despondency.  The  result 
of  our  reverses,  he  thought,  would  be  only  to  renew  the  spirit  of 
our  people,  encourage  them  to  still  greater  and  still  more  effective 
efforts,  and  direct  their  attention  more  fixedly  to  the  magnitude 
of  the  w^ar  in  which  they  were  engaged.  Despondency  was  not 
felt  by  our  soldiers,  our  generals,  our  legislators — by  none  whose 
hearts  and  interests  were  in  our  cause. 

Mr.  Wigfall,  of  Texas,  also  regretted  the  introduction  of  the 
resolution,  not  because  he  had  any  objection  to  it,  but  because 
it  was  unnecessary.  He  had  very  little  faith  in  paper  resolves. 
One  or  two  well-fought  battles,  he  thought,  would  do  more  than 
any  number  of  resolves,  in  giving  assurance  and  renewed  con- 
fidence to  the  public  mind.  He  also  regretted,  since  the  resolu- 
tion was  introduced,  that  it  embraced,  only  the  question  of  terri- 
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torial  reduction.  The  issue  of  this  struggle  was  not  so  much  one 
of  territory  as  of  principle.  He  would  never  consent  to  any 
proposition  of  peace  until  the  people  of  every  State  had  been 
allowed  to  say  whether  they  wished  to  join  their  destinies  with 
the  Confederacy,  to  express  their  voice  at  the  ballot-box,  unawed 
by  bayonets  and  uninfluenced  by  force.  He  alluded  to  Maryland 
to  illustrate  the  idea  that  this  principle  was  of  as  much,  and  more, 
importance  than  the  principle  of  territory  contained  in  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  Clark  replied  that  he  had  always  been  in  favour  of  uniting 
Maryland  with  the  Confederacy.  He  had  said  in  the  Provisional 
Congress  that  he  thought  it  was  our  destiny  to  include  all  of  that 
country  along  our  line  of  demarkation  to  the  crest  of  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  and  he  doubted  not  that  we  would  attain  it.  Were  we 
to  make  peace  with  less  than  all  the  slaveholding  states  he  would 
consider  that  our  government  was  degraded ;  and,  in  order  to  give 
universality  to  the  popular  sentiment  of  the  South,  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  government  to  do  everything  to  promote  a  feeling  of  com- 
mon interest  in  the  cause  in  which  we  were  now  engaged.  He 
approved  of  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
(Mr.  Orr)  and,  Uke  him,  thought  that  there  was  not  one  to 
despond;  that  our  disasters  would  work  good  to  the  country,  in- 
fluence the  public  mind,  and  rally  all  to  arms.  He  would  predict 
now,  that  in  three  months  hence  we  would  not  only  have  retrieved 
our  losses,  but  made  rapid  advances,  driven  the  enemy  from  our 
soil,  and  carried  the  war  home  to  them. 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Mississippi,  had  no  objection  to  the  resolution, 
and  he  also  regretted  that  it  had  been  introduced.  It  gave 
currency  to  an  idea  which  was  nowhere  seriously  entertained. 
He  had  never  heard  it  whispered — no  such  design  was  ever 
dreamed  of  by  Congress,  or  by  any  one  in  authority. 

The  resolution  was  adopted  and  transmitted  to  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives. 

Mr.  Dortch,  of  North  Carolina,  presented  a  series  of  resolu- 
tions passed  by  the  convention  of  his  State  recommending  the 
immediate  putting  in  operation  of  the  mints  in  the  Confederate 
States.     Referred  to   Committee  on  Finance. 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Mississippi,  presented  a  memorial  from  R.  O. 
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Davidson,  concerning  a  machine  which  he  had  deemed  would  be' 
of  great  service  if  introduced  into  the  military  department  of  the 
Confederate  States.    Referred  to  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  Writ  of  Habeas  Corpus 

Mr.  Wigfall,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  reported 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  suspension  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus* 
in  certain  cases.  The  condition  of  the  country  was  such,  he  said, 
that  it  was  necessary  to  declare  martial  law  in  certain  places,  and 
the  provisions  of  this  bill  were  intended  to  meet  cases  involving 
the  safety  of  cities.  He  was  proceeding  to  explain  further, 
when,  at  the  suggestion  of  a  member,  the  Senate  went  into  secret 
session,  in  which  the  bill  was  adopted. 

Miscellaneous 

Being  resolved  again  in  open  session, 

Mr.  Orr,  of  South  Carolina,  presented  some  additional  rules 
for  the  Senate,  which  were  adopted. 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  moved  that  when  the  Senate  adjourn 
it  will  adjourn  to  meet  on  Saturday,  tomorrow  being  appointed 
as  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer,  which  was  adopted. 

A  number  of  bills  were  then  signed  by  the  President  for  trans- 
mission to  the  lower  House,  when  the  Senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

The  House  met  at  the  usual  hour  and  was  called  to  order  by 
the  Speaker.  Prayer  by  Rev.  Dr.  Ford.  Journal  read  and  cor- 
rected. 

Mr.  Boteler  introduced  Hon.  J.  B.  Baldwin,  of  Virginia,  who 
took  the  requisite  oath  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  Con- 
federate States  of  America. 

Unfinished  Business 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday  was  taken  up,  viz. : 
The  resolution  of  Mr.  Villere,  of  Louisiana,  that  the  House 


*Approved,  February  27,  1862.     Statutes  at  Large  of  the   Confederate 
States  of  America,  1861-64,  First  Congress,  1. 
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meet  at  ii  o'clock  A.  M.,  and  that  the  motion  to  adjourn  shall 
[not]  be  in  order  until  after  4  o'clock  P.  M. 

Mr.  Villere  said  he  accepted  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Miles,  of 
South  Carolina,  to  still  meet  at  12  o'clock  M. 

Mr.  Wilcox,  of  Texas,  said  that  he  saw  no  reason  why  they 
should  not  meet  at  11  o'clock.  If  the  gentlemen  who  compose 
the  committees  would  only  rise  an  hour  earlier  they  would  find 
ample  time  to  transact  their  business.  He  himself  had  that  morn- 
ing been  to  the  departments,  and  after  attending  to  all  duties  for 
his  constituents,  he  found  two  hours  still  remaining  before  the 
meeting  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Foote  agreed  with  the  last  speaker.  The  time  from  11  to 
12  o'clock  weighed  heavily  on  his  hands. 

Mr.  Wilcox  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  inserting  11  A. 
M.  instead  of  12  M.,  as  the  hour  of  meeting,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Bruce  moved  to  strike  out  the  latter  portion  of  the  resolu- 
tion, "that  it  shall  not  be  in  order  to  adjourn  before  4  P.  M.," 
which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Garnett  said  that  the  President  had  called  upon  the  mem- 
bers of  the  House,  in  common  with  the  people  of  the  Confederate 
States,  to  assemble  on  tomorrow  to  worship  and  call  down  Divine 
blessing  on  our  arms  and  our  cause.  He  thought  the  members 
could  not  better  worship  or  act  more  consistently  than  to  assemble 
in  the  Hall  after  the  hour  of  worship  and  get  through  with  some 
of  the  bills  on  the  calendar.  Therefore,  he  moved  that,  when  the 
House  adjourn,  it  adjourn  to  meet  on  tomorrow  (Friday)  at  a 
quarter  past  one  o'clock.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Crockett,  of  Kentucky,  offered  a  resolution  to  the  effect 
that  a  rule  be  adopted  that  no  member  shall  speak  more  than  once 
on  any  question  before  the  House  until  other  members  who  wish 
to  speak  shall  do  so,  and  that  no  member  shall  speak  more  than 
twice  on  any  question  before  the  House,  except  by  unanimous 
consent.  He  said  that  there  [were]  questions  of  vital  importance 
before  the  House,  one  of  which  had  been  made  the  order  of  the 
day  for  today,  and  another  for  Saturday,  and  up  to  this  time  a 
sort  of  guerrilla  debate  had  been  going  on.  There  should  be 
economy  in  point  of  time,  and  some  rule  that  should  give  form, 
system  and  stability  to  the  debates  of  the  House. 
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Mr.  Holt,  of  Georgia,  moved  that  the  bill  [resolution?]  lay 
on  the  table,  because  there  would  be  in  a  few  days  a  report  from 
the  Committee  on  Rules  on  that  very  subject. 

Mr.  Crockett  desired  to  have  immediate  action.  He  had  waited 
some  days  hoping  the  committee  would  report,  but  they  had 
failed  to  do  so,  and  therefore  he  offered  this  resolution. 

Mr.  Holt,  of  Georgia,  moved  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on 
Rules,  which  was  done. 

Personal  Explanation 

Mr.  Bonham,  of  South  Carolina,  rose  to  a  personal  explana- 
tion. When  the  bill  had  come  up  a  few  days  before  in  reference 
to  the  suppression  of  intoxication  in  the  army,  the  reporter  of 
the  Richmond  Examiner  had  said  that  the  bill  had  been  opposed 
by  Messrs.  Bonham  and  Wilcox.  This  would  lead  to  the  supposi- 
tion that  they  upheld  intoxication,  which  was  not  the  case ;  but  as 
the  articles  of  war  had  already,  in  their  opinion,  provided  a 
remedy,  it  was,  as  they  thought,  unnecessary, 

Mr.  Garland  offered  a  resolution  that  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings  be  instructed  to  procure  rooms  for  the  use  of  the  vari- 
ous standing  committees  of  the  House.     Agreed  to. 

Additional  Department  of  War 

Mr.  Conrad,  of  Louisiana,  offered  a  resolution  to  the  effect 
that  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  be  instructed  to  enquire 
into  the  expediency  of  creating  an  additional  Department  of 
War — the  head  of  the  department  to  consist  of  an  officer  of  high 
rank,  to  be  appointed  by  the  President,  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate,  which  officer  shall  have  charge  of  the  strictly 
military  department  of  the  government  contradistinguished  from 
the  administrative  branch  of  the  department. 

Mr.  Conrad  said  that  he  had  some  familiarity  with  the  opera- 
tions of  the  War  Departrnent  and  whoever  had  any  knowledge 
of  its  business — its  compHcated  and  multifarious  duties — which 
are  imposed  upon  the  Secretary,  must  see  that,  at  a  time  like 
this,  it  is  absolutely  impossible  for  one  person  to  attend  to  all 
administrative  and  field  operations. 

Mr.  Miles  said  he  had  just  come  from  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
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tary  Affairs,  and  had  been  instructed  by  that  committee  to  report 
a  bill  which  he  was  sure  would  comprehend  all  the  views  of 
the  gentleman. 

The  bill  was  sent  to  the  clerk's  desk  to  be  read. 

'*A  bill  to  constitute  a  commanding  general  shall  [to] 
be  appointed  by  the  President,  with  the  advice  and  con- 
sent of  the  Senate,  and  the  said  general  shall  have  all  the 
control  of  all  military  operations  and  the  distribution  of 
supplies  among  the  armies  of  the  Confederate  States. 

The  pay  of  the  said  commanding  officer  shall  be 

dollars.  If  the  said  commander  shall  be  selected  from 
among  the  officers  of  the  permanent  army,  the  appoint- 
ment shall  not  affect  his  rank  in  that  army.  The  staff 
of  the  commanding  general  shall  consist  of  a  military 
secretary,  with  the  rank  of  colonel,  assistant  secretaries, 
generally  four  in  number,  as  shall  from  time  to  time  be 
authorized,  four  aide-de-camps,  with  the  rank  of  major. 
The  salaries  of  the  clerks  shall  not  exceed  $1,200  per 
annum  for  each,  which  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  appro- 
priation for  contingent  expenses  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment." 

Mr.  Conrad  said  that,  as  the  bill  embodied  his  wishes,  he 
would  withdraw  his  resolution  for  the  present. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia,  would  enquire  of  Mr.  Miles  whether 
the  bill  met  with  the  approbation  of  the  President. 

Mr.  Miles  said  that  it  did.  He  wished  the  bill  to  be  put  im- 
mediately on  its  passage. 

Mr.  Crockett  objected,  as  the  call  of  States  was  then  in  order. 

Mr.  Miles  did  not  wish  to  hurry  the  House,  but  the  bill  was 
one  of  immediate  necessity  and  importance. 

Mr.  Crockett  withdrew  the  objection,  but  it  was  renewed  by 
Mr.  Perkins. 

Miscellaneous 

Mr.  Garland  moved  to  take  up  from  the  table  a  resolution  from 
his  State,  offered  by  him  some  time  since,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Royston  desired  to  take  up  his  bill  limiting  the  action  of 
the  House  to  matters  relating  to  the  war.     Refused. 

Mr.   Trippe,  of   Georgia,  presented  a  bill   entitled  an  act   to 
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provide  for  the  permanent  salaries  of  the  collectors  of  the  war 
tax  in  those  States  which  have  assumed  the  payment  of  said  tax. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Moore,  of  Kentucky,  presented  a  bill  to  compensate  cer- 
tain citizens  of  Pike  and  Floyd  counties,  in  that  State,  for  provi- 
sions furnished  to  the  Confederate  army.  Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Perkins  offered  a  resolution  that  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  be  instructed  to  enquire  whether  the  present  legislation 
enabled  officers  in  the  army  of  the  Confederate  States  to  hold 
their  seats  in  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States.    Referred. 

Mr.  Kenner  offered  a  joint  resolution  from  the  State  of  Loui- 
siana with  regard  to  the  establishment  of  a  certain  line  of  mail 
coaches.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Post-Offices  and  Post- 
Roads. 

Mr.  Conrad  presented  a  memorial  from  the  proprietors  of  the 
New  Orleans  Delta.     Referred. 

Mr.  Welsh,  of  Mississippi,  presented  two  memorials  from 
that  State — one  with  reference  to  the  importation  of  cotton. 
Referred  to  committees. 

Mr.  Jenkins,  of  Virginia,  presented  the  memorial  of  L.  Beck- 
man.     Referred. 

Mr.  Boteler  presented  a  memorial  from  the  Legislature  of 
Virginia  instructing  her  senators  and  members  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  of  the  Confederate  Congress  to  procure  the 
passage  of  a  law  increasing  the  pay  of  non-commissioned  of- 
cers  and  privates  of  the  army  four  dollars  per  month  during  the 
existing  war.     Referred. 

Commanding  General  of  the  Confederate  Army 

Mr.  Miles  now  reported  his  bill  from  the  Military  Committee, 
creating  the  office  of  commanding  general  of  the  Confederate 
army,  and  asked  that  the  bill  be  put  upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Georgia,  said  that  this  was  an  important  bill, 
and  he  was  in  hopes  it  would  not  be  put  upon  its  passage.  He 
did  not  think  it  respectful  to  members.  He  had  no  disposition 
to  oppose  the  bill,  but  the  House  had  had  no  time  for  reflection. 
He  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  and  have  it  printed.     No 
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legislative  body  ought  to  hurry  important  measures  through  with 
such  celerity  as  some  members  were  disposed  to  do  here.  They 
should  reflect  on  these  things,  and  not  rush  a  question  through 
because  it  was  important. 

Mr.  Miles  said  he  was  not  disposed  to  hurry  the  measure 
through  without  allowing  members  time  for  investigation — that 
was  a  point  of  duty  he  acknowledged — but  it  seemed  to  him  that 
this  was  a  very  simple  matter,  and  had  been  repeatedly  pondered. 
The  proposition  was  open  for  amendment,  and  he  wanted  it  con- 
sidered now.  He  was  sure  delay  would  be  objectionable  at  the 
present  time.  It  was  simply  proposing  that  which  had  been 
arrived  at  long  since  by  civilized  governments.  In  the  Provi- 
sional Congress  they  had  fixed  a  plan  of  creating  five  generals  of 
the  same  rank.  It  was  a  military  experiment.  They  had  given 
it  a  fair  trial,  and  the  conclusion  had  been  arrived  at  that  the 
experiment  was  unsuccessful.  We  should  now  profit  by  the 
experience  of  our  enemies,  he  was  going  to  say,  but  it  was  only 
following  out  the  experience  of  well-established  governments  in 
having  a  commanding  general  for  our  armies  during  the  war. 

Mr.  Foote  said  he  was  authorized  to  pledge  the  vote  of  his 
colleague  from  Tennessee  in  support  of  the  bill.  It  ought  to  be 
disposed  of  immediately. 

Mr.  Wright  said  the  title  of  the  bill  was  unconstitutional. 
The  President  was  commander-in-chief  of  the  armies,  and  here 
they  would  create  a  commanding  general. 

Mr.  Miles  said  if  the  commanding  general  was  appointed  by 
the  President  he  could  not  be  commander-in-chief.  It  was  only 
commanding  general  of  the  armies  of  the  Confederate  States. 
The  title  was  not  unconstitutional. 

Mr.  Gartrell  hoped  the  bill  would  be  considered  at  once.  We 
wanted  now  a  commanding  general,  one  who  could  give  point, 
concentrative  power,  force  and  success  to  the  arms  of  the  army 
of  the  Confederate  States,  to  this  great  and  chivalrous  people. 

Mr.  Chambers  said  the  officer  so  appointed  could  be  removed 
at  the  will  of  the  President. 

Mr.  Wilcox  saw  no  difficulty  in  the  way  of  the  immediate 
passage  of  the  bill. 

Here  Mr.  Lyons,  of  Virginia,  interrupted  the  proceedings  by 
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moving  to  go  into  secret  session,  and  one  member  having  seconded 
the  motion,  the  doors  were  closed. 

The  Hall  having  been  re-opened,  the  House  adjourned. 


Friday,  February  28,  1862. 
SENATE 
The  Senate  is  not  in  session  today. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

The  House  met  according  to  order  at  a  quarter  past  one  o'clock, 
and  was  called  to  order  by  the  Speaker. 

Mr.  Curry,  of  Alabama,  moved  that  the  House  adjourn.  Cries 
of  "No,"  "No." 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia,  called  the  ayes  and  noes. 

Mr.  Foote,  of  Tennessee,  tried  to  obtain  the  floor  but  failed, 
and,  by  a  vote  of  20  ayes  to  19  noes,  the  House  adjourned. 


Saturday,  March  i,  1862. 
SENATE 

The  Senate  assembled  at  twelve  o'clock,  and,  after  prayer  by 
the  Rev.  Dr.  M.  D.  Hoge,  the  journal  of  Thursday  was  read 
and  approved. 

Mr.  Semmes,  of  Louisiana,  presented  a  bill  from  the  legislature 
of  Louisiana,  asking  a  suspension  of  the  tariff  laws  during  the 
war,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Finance.  Mr. 
Semmes  also  presented  the  memorial  of  H.  Franko,  a  citizen  of 
New  Orleans,  asking  for  indemnity  for  losses  sustained  by  him 
in  forfeiting  a  large  property  for  not  appearing  in  the  ciiy  of 
Louisville,  Ky.,  to  answer  a  charge  of  treason  to  the  United 
States  while  there,  under  authority  from  the  Confederate  States, 
to  purchase  arms;  also,  a  memorial  from  Charles  A.  Farwell,  a 
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citizen  of  New  Orleans,  and  part  owner  of  a  vessel  which  had 
sailed  from  Havre  in  March,  and  reached  New  Orleans  after 
the  7th  of  May  last,  which  vessel  was  seized  by  the  Confederate 
authorities,  war  having  then  been  declared  between  the  North  and 
South,  and  the  said  vessel  being  partly  owned  by  parties  in  the 
old  United  States. 

Both  memorials  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  Sparrow  presented  a  memorial  from  J.  J.  Amonett,  an 
Italian,  in  reference  to  the  sequestration  act,  which  was  referred 
to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

The  Destruction  of  Cotton,  &c. 

Mr.  Henry,  from  the  Committee  on  Military,  reported  the  fol- 
lowing bill   [S.  7]  : 

''A  Bill  to  Regulate  the  Destruction  of  Property 
Under  Military  Necessity. 

''Section  i.  The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States 
of  America  do  enact,  That  the  military  authorities  of  the 
Confederate  army,  are  hereby  authorized  to  destroy  cot- 
ton, tobacco,  military  and  naval  stores,  or  other  property 
of  any  kind  whatever,  that  might  be  of  use  to  the  enemy, 
when  necessary  to  prevent  the  same,  or  any  part  thereof, 
from  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

.  "Section  2.  That  all  owners  of  cotton  and  tobacco 
are  prohibited  from  moving  the  same  into  any  military 
district,  without  permission  of  the  military  authorities 
of  said  district,  on  penalty  of  having  the  same  destroyed 
by  the  said  military  authorities  at  the  loss  of  the  owners 
thereof. 

"Section  3.  That  the  owners  of  tobacco  and  cotton 
who  shall  destroy  the  same,  when  necessary,  to  prevent 
said  cotton  and  tobacco  from  falling  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy,  shall  be  indemnified  for  the  loss  in  the  same 
manner  as  if  those  articles  had  been  destroyed  by  the 
military  authorities  aforesaid :  Provided,  full  proof  is 
made  of  the  value  of  said  property  so  destroyed,  and  of 
the  necessity  of  its  destruction,  to  prevent  it  falling  into 
the  possession  of  the  enemy." 

Ordered  to  be  printed. 
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Mr.  Haynes  presented  a  substitute  to  the  bill,  which  was  also 
ordered  to  be  printed.    It  is  as  follows : 

"Section  i.  The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States 
do  enact,  That  all  citizens  of  the  Confederate  States  who 
are  or  shall  be  owners  of  any  cotton,  rice,  sugar,  tobacco, 
corn,  wheat,  flour,  bacon,  pork  or  beef,  or  other  agricul- 
tural products  useful  to  the  enemy,  shall,  whenever 
necessary  to  prevent  said  articles  from  faUing  into  his 
possession,  burn  or  otherwise  destroy  the  same :  Pro- 
vided, That  by  ordinary  diligence  it  shall  be  impracticable 
for  said  owners  to  transport  said  articles  to  some  place 
of  safety  within  the  State. 

"Section  2.  That,  in  the  event  said  articles  cannot  be 
transported  as  aforesaid,  and  it  shall  become  necessary 
to  destroy  them  as  provided  in  the  first  section  of  this 
act,  then  upon  full  proof  by  the  owners  of  said  articles 
before  the  Court  of  Claims  of  the  Confederate  States ; 
first,  of  the  quality  and  value  of  said  articles ;  secondly, 
the  impracticability  by  ordinary  diligence  and  reason- 
able cost  to  transport  said  articles  as  hereinbefore  pro- 
vided, and,  thirdly,  of  the  necessity  to  destroy  the  said 
articles  to  prevent  them  from  falling  into  the  hands  of 
the  enemy,  the  said  owners  shall  be  entitled  to  judgment 
for  the  value  of  said  articles,  to  be  satisfied  out  of  any 
moneys   in   the   treasury   not   otherwise   appropriated." 

The  Senate  then  went  into  executive  session. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

The  House  was  called  to  order  at  12  M.,  and  opened  with 
prayer  by  Rev.  Dr.  Ford,  of  Kentucky. 

Communication  From  the  President 
The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  communication  from  the 
President  in  response  to  a  resolution  on  the  part  of  the  House, 
of  the  19th  inst.,  calling  for  the  report  of  Major-General  Thomas 
J.  Jackson  commanding  the  army  of  the  Valley  District  of  Vir- 
ginia ;  also,  the  report  of  Colonel  George  Lay  as  to  the  condition 
of  the  troops  in  that  district. 

The  communication  states  that  the  files  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment have  been  examined,  and  no  report  has  reached  that  depart- 
ment of  General  Jackson.     The  report  of  Colonel  Lay  has  been 
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read,  but  it  was  concerning  the  condition  of  the  troops  in  that 
portion  of  the  army  under  the  immediate  command  of  General 
Loring.  Such  a  report  as  is  necessary  after  such  inspection  is 
generally  confidential,  as  it  is  mostly  calculated  to  wound,  in 
many  cases,  the  feelings  of  officers,  and  the  present  instance  offers 
no  exception  to  the  general  rule.  The  report  of  Colonel  Lay  was 
not  made  from  personal  and  actual  inspection,  but  from  the  re- 
ports of  officers  in  the  vicinity  alluded  to.  The  communication 
was  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Also,  a  communication  from  the  President  in  reference  to  the 
resolution  of  the  House  calHng  for  the  report  of  Colonel  Walter 
H,  Jenifer  of  the  battle  of  Leesburg.  The  President  states  that, 
in  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  the  Provisional  Con- 
gress concerning  the  battle  of  Leesburg,  it  is  supposed  that  the 
report  of  Colonel  Jenifer  was  included,  and  it  was  hoped  that 
this  would  be  considered  as  in  compliance  with  the  request  em- 
bodied in  the  resolution  as  before  described. 

Special  Report 

(Mr.  Kenner,  of  Louisiana,  in  the  Chair.) 

Mr.  Bocock,  from  the  Special  Committee  on  Rules,  presented 
a  somewhat  lengthy  report  from  that  committee,  and  moved  to 
lay  it  on  the  table  and  have  it  printed  before  it  was  called  up 
before  the  House  for  action. 

Mr.  Foote  said  he  would  like  to  know  how  long  it  could  taKe 
to  have  the  report  printed.  There  were  some  rules  which  were 
necessary  for  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  the  body,  and  he 
would  like  to  know  when  they  would  be  able  to  consider  them. 

Mr.  Bocock  said  they  would  be  printed,  he  had  no  doubt,  by 
Monday. 

Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Secret  Session 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Mississippi,  wished  to  know  his  position  on  tne 
floor  at  this  time.  When  the  House  was  in  secret  session  on 
Thursday  he  was  entitled  to  the  floor  on  the  question  then  pend- 
ing. The  subject  was  not,  in  his  estimation,  one  which  should 
necessarily  be  kept  secret;  and  he  had  no  particular  objection  to 
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making  what  remarks  he  would  submit  in  open  session,  although 
all  he  would  have  to  say  might  not  be  very  palatable  to  either  the 
ear  of  the  House  or  the  country. 

Mr.  Perkins  would  make  a  point  of  order,  which  was,  whether 
it  was  now  in  order  to  go  into  secret  session,  while  the  morning 
hour  was  still  unexpired  and  the  call  of  states  not  being  gone 
through  with. 

Mr.  Davis  said  he  had  only  asked  what  would  be  the  rule  on 
the  subject. 

Mr.  Foote  said  the  subject  did  not  require  secret  session. 

Mr.  Davis  said  he  intended  to  consider  the  whole  progress  of 
the  war,  and  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  what,  in  his  belief, 
was  the  cause  of  the  late  disaster  at  Roanoke  Island,  Fort  Henry 
and  Fort  Donelson.  As  he  said  before,  it  might  [not]  all  be 
palatable  to  the  House  or  the  country. 

Mr.  Bocock  said  the  gentleman  could  call  up  his  case  after 
the  call  of  States  and  committee  had  been  gone  through  with. 

Call  of  States 

Mr.  Lyon,  of  Alabama,  presented  the  memorial  of  citizens  of 
Sumter  county,  in  that  State.     Referred. 

Also,  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  grant  furloughs  to  soldiers 
in  cases  of  sickness.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

Mr,  Garland,  of  Arkansas,  introduced  a  bill  entitled  an  act  to 
provide  pensions  for  former  soldiers  of  the  United  States  of 
America  and  to  the  Indian  tribes  under  our  protection. 

Mr.  Trippe,  of  Louisiana,  presented  a  memorial  for  the  suspen- 
sion of  Sunday  mails.     Referred. 

Mr.  Perkins  introduced  a  bill  authorizing  the  President  to  send 
two  additional  commissioners  to  such  foreign  nations  as,  in  his 
discrimination,  shall  be  most  likely  to  proceed  to  an  early  recogni- 
tion of  the  Confederate  States. 

Mr.  Perkins  said  he  had  been  urged  to  have  immediate  action 
on  the  bill,  as  he  understood  the  bill  met  with  the  concurrence  of 
the  committee,  but  he  moved  its  reference  to  that  committee. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia,  said  we  had  already  five  commissioners. 
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and  he  did  not  wish  the  reference  to  the  committee  unless  it  was 
a  matter  of  high  necessity. 

Mr.  Perkins  said  he  had  made  the  reference  for  the  very 
purpose  of  preventing  discussion  at  present ;  the  committee  could 
consider  the  bill,  and  when  information  was  called  for,  the  views 
of  the  committee  could  be  given. 

Mr.  Kenner,  of  Louisiana,  offered  a  resolution  to  the  effect 
that  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  be  instructed  to  enquire  into 
the  expediency  of  establishing  a  Naval  Depot  at  or  near  New 
Orleans — Agreed  to. 

Mr.  McDowell  presented  a  joint  resolution  from  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  instructing  their  representatives  in  Congress  to  pro- 
cure the  passage  of  a  bill  establishing  a  line  of  mail  coaches  from 
Nachitoches  to  Monroe,  on  the  Red  river.    Referred. 

Mr.  McRae,  of  Mississippi,  introduced  a  bill  to  levy  a  war  tax 
on  cotton  produced  in  the  Confederate  States  in  the  year  1862. 
Referred. 

Mr.  Welsh,  of  Mississippi,  offered  a  resolution  instructing  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  to  enquire  into  the  number  and 
condition  of  extra  small  arms  belonging  to  companies  in  the 
service  of  the  Confederate  States,  and  report  by  bill  or  other- 
wise.    Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Bell,  of  Missouri,  introduced  a  bill  entitled  ''An  act  to 
increase  the  efficiency  of  the  cavalry  corps."     Referred. 

Mr.  Cook,  of  Missouri,  moved  to  take  up  Senate  resolution 
pledging  the  support  of  this  government  in  holding  the  territory 
of  the  several  States.     Referred. 

Mr.  Swan,  of  Tennessee,  offered  a  resolution  authorizing  the 
sending  of  commissioners  to  represent  the  Confederate  States  of 
America  at  the  coming  industrial  exhibition  at  London,  in  Eng- 
land.   Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  Heiskell  introduced  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  manufacture 
of  small  arms.     Referred. 

Mr.  Foote  offered  a  resolution  that  the  President  be  requested 
to  communicate  to  this  House  any  information  he  may  possess 
concerning  foreign  vessels  in  the  Chesapeake  Bay  at  this  time, 
and  whether  they  may  contemplate  the  exportation  of  cotton  or 
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tobacco  at  this  stage  of  the  war.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs. 

Mr.  Sexton,  of  Texas,  offered  a  resolution  that  the  Committee 
on  the  Judiciary  report  to  this  House  whether  the  law  which  was 
in  force  concerning  the  issue  of  treasury  notes,  in  1861,  is  still 
favourable  under  the  permanent  Constitution  of  the  Confederate 
States.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Herbert,  of  Texas,  introduced  a  bill  to  provide  for  the 
connection  of  the  Texas  and  New  Orleans  railroad  and  the 
Opalousas  railroad.     Referred. 

Also,  a  bill  entitled  an  act  to  provide  for  the  sequestration  of 
the  property  of  alien  enemies  and  persons  who  had  purchased 
the  samie  during  the  existing  war.     Referred. 

Also  a  joint  resolution  with  reference  to  the  estates  and  prop- 
erty of  alien  enemies.     Referred. 

Also,  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  transfer,  in  the  Confederate 
States,  of  suits  from  and  to  various  courts.     Referred. 

Mr.  Goode,  of  Virginia,  offered  a  resolution  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  be  instructed  to  enquire,  as  soon  as 
possible,  into  the  propriety  of  adopting  a  more  suitable  system 
of  passports  than  existed  at  present.     Agreed  to. 

Also,  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  pay  of  persons  engaged  under 
the  late  United  States  in  taking  the  census  of  the  year  i860. 
Referred. 

Mr.  Staples,  of  Virginia,  presented  a  memorial  from  certain 
citizens  in  the  county  of  Roanoke.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

Reports 

Mr.  Kenner,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  reported  a  resolution  to  the  effect  that  the  Clerk  of  the 
House  be  instructed  to  purchase  one  thousand  dollars  worth  of . 
stationery  to  be  distributed  among  the  members ;  also,  the  neces- 
sary books,  stationery  and  other  articles  necessary  for  the  busi- 
ness of  his  office  and  that  the  same  be  paid  for  out  of  the  con- 
tingent fund  of  the  House.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Foote,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Aft'airs,  reported 
a   bill   prohibiting   the   importation   of   goods   mainly   from   the 
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United  States  into  the  Confederate  States.  The  report  and  the 
bill  were  unanimously  approved  of  by  the  committee,  and  they 
recommended  its  early  adoption  by  the  House.  He  moved  that 
the  bill  be  laid  on  the  table,  printed  and  made  the  order  of  the 
day  for  Monday  (today)  at  one  o'clock.  Which  motion  was 
agreed  to. 

Miscellaneous 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Mississippi,  now  obtained  the  floor,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  speak. 

Mr.  Currin,  of  Tennessee,  moved  that  the  House  resolve  itselt 
into  secret  session. 

Mr.  Dupre,  of  Louisiana,  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  The 
chair  had  decided  that  it  was  not  simply  necessary  to  make  the 
motion  to  go  into  secret  session,  and  that  it  be  seconded  by  another 
member,  but  that  the  member  who  made  the  motion  should  state 
that  he  had  something  of  importance  to  communicate  to  the  House 
in  secret  session. 

The  Speaker  said  that  the  point  of  order  was  well  taken. 

Mr.  Currin  said  that  he  was  about  to  say  before  he  gave  way 
that  he  was  not  aware  of  the  Speaker's  statement  to  the  House 
in  reference  to  the  rule,  but  must  confess  he  had  nothing  of 
importance  to  communicate. 

Mr.  Davis  said  he  was  willing  to  speak  to  the  popular  mind, 
but  he  thought  that  some  things  that  would  be  said  had  as  well 
be  said  in  private  as  in  public,  and  he  preferred  to  address  the 
House  in  secret  session. 

The  Speaker  accordingly  ordered  the  hall  to  be  cleared. 

Mr.  Dupre  insisted  on  his  point  of  order. 

The  Speaker  would  decide  it  in  secret  session. 

The  doors  having  been  re-opened,  without  the  transaction  of 
further  business,  the  House  adjourned. 


Monday,  March  3,   1862. 
SENATE 

The  Senate  assembled  at  twelve  o'clock,  and  the  proceedings 
were  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  James  A.  Duncan,  of  the 
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Methodist  Episcopal  Church,    The  journal  of  Saturday  was  then 
p    read  and  approved. 

Correspondence  With  Commissioners 

Mr.  Orr,  of  South  Carolina,  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, which  was  adopted : 

''Resolved,  That  the  President  be  requested  to  com- 
municate to  the  Senate,  in  secret  session,  if  not  incom- 
patible with  the  public  interest,  all  instructions  to,  and 
correspondence  with,  all  commissioners  of  this  govern- 
ment now  in  Europe." 

The  Import  Duties 

Mr.  Oldham,  of  Texas,  presented  a  bill  [S.  8]  entitled  "An  act 
to  repeal  the  act  entitled  an  act  to  provide  revenue  from  com- 
modities imported  from  foreign  countries,  and  other  laws  impos- 
ing duties  on  foreign  imports."  In  suggesting  its  reference  to 
the  Finance  Committee  Mr.  Oldham  expressed  himself  in  favour 
of  free  trade,  desiring  all  tariff  laws  to  be  done  away  with,  the 
people  no  longer  now  bled  by  duties,  and  preferring  to  such 
laws  the  derivation  of  revenue  from  direct  taxation.  He  moved 
its  reference  to  that  committee. 

Mr.  Hill  opposed  the  motion.  The  question  of  the  suspension 
of  the  tariff  laws,  during  the  war,  was  already  before  the 
Finance  Committee. 

The  motion  to  refer  was  defeated  by  ayes  7,  noes  9.  The  bill 
was  then  placed  upon  the  calendar  to  be  considered  in  Com- 
mittee on  the  Whole. 

Committee  Rooms 

Mr.  Simms,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Committee  on  Public  Build- 
ings, announced  that  the  committee  had  obtained  five  of  the 
rooms,  for  committee  purposes,  used  as  such  by  the  Provisional 
Congress.  They  were  rented  from  Henry  Exall,  at  the  rate  of 
$185  per  month,  gas,  fuel  and  servants  included — an  exorbitant 
price,  he  thought,  but  the  committee  could  do  no  better.  The 
Senate  ratified  the  contract. 

The  Senate  then  went  into  executive  legislative  session. 
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HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 
The  House  met  at   12  M.,  and  was  opened  with  prayer  by 
Rev.  Dr.  Ford,  of  Kentucky. 
Journal  read  and  approved. 

Representative  Elect 

Mr.  Machen  introduced  Hon.  James  S.  Chrisman,  represen- 
tative elect  from  the  State  of  Kentucky,  who  took  the  required 
oath. 

Commanding  General 

Mr.  Miles  asked  that  the  call  of  States  and  Committees  be 
postponed,  and  that  the  bill  creating  the  office  of  commanding 
general  of  the  army  of  the  Confederate  States  be  taken  up 
and  discussed. 

Mr.  Perkins  hoped  the  postponement  would  not  be  made.  All 
expression  would  be  closed  from  the  States  which  were  prepared 
for  the  presentation  of  memorials,  &c.  The  work  of  the  com- 
mittees would  be  delayed  in  consequence  of  this  postponement. 

Mr.  Miles  said  he  had  been  urged  to  make  the  motion.  A 
great  deal  of  business  had  been  referred  to  the  committees,  and 
they  certainly  had  some  material  to  work  upon.  This  bill  was 
one  which  certainly  ought  not  to  be  delayed.  Various  topics 
would  be  brought  up  in  the  call  of  States  and  committees,  which 
would,  of  necessity,  give  rise  to  long,  rambling  and  desultory 
debate.  He  preferred  to  have  the  sense  of  the  House  on  the 
subject. 

Mr.  Holt,  of  Georgia,  said  he  was  instructed  to  say  by  those 
around  him  that  if  Mr.  Miles  would  immediately  call  the  ques- 
tion on  the  passage  of  the  bill  they  would  vote  for  the  post- 
ponement. 

Mr.  Miles  said  his  own  principles  had  always  been  opposed 
to  the  sudden  cutting  off  of  all  debate  by  the  call  of  the  question. 
He  supposed  other  members  of  the  House  wished  to  speak  on  the 
subject,  and  he  himself  desired  to  make  some  observations  on 
the  bill ;  therefore,  he  was  not  inclined  to  cut  off  other  gentle- 
men.    He  could  not  concur  in  the  obligation. 

Mr.   Davis   said   no  necessity   existed   for  the  postponement. 

The  Speaker  ordered  the  call  of  States  to  proceed. 
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Bills  and  Resolutions 

Mr.  Pugh,  of  Alabama,  introduced  a  bill  to  be  read  by  the  title. 
"A  bill  to  provide  for  the  purchase  of  private  arms  and  to  pay 
for  the  same."     Referred. 

Declaratory  Resolution 
Mr.  Ralls,  of  Alabama,  introduced  the  following  preamble  and 
resolution : 

''Whereas,  the  United  States  are  waging  war  against 
the  Confederate  States  with  the  avowed  purpose  of 
compelling  the  latter  to  reunite  with  them  under  the  same 
constitution  and  government;  and,  whereas,  the  waging 
of  war  with  such  an  object  is  in  direct  opposition  to 
the  sound  republican  maxim  that  'all  government  rests 
upon  the  consent  of  the  governed,'  and  can  only  tend 
to  consolidation  in  the  General  Government  and  the  con- 
sequent destruction  of  the  rights  of  the  States;  and, 
whereas,  this  result  being  attained,  the  two  sections  can 
only  exist  together  in  the  relation  of  the  oppressor  and 
the  oppressed,  because  of  the  great  preponderance  of 
power  in  the  Northern  section,  coupled  with  dissimilarity 
of  interests;  and,  whereas,  we,  the  representatives  of 
the  people  of  the  Confederate  States,  in  Congress  as- 
sembled, may  be  presumed  to  know  the  sentiments  of  the 
said  people,  having  been  elected  by  them ;  therefore,  be  it 

''Resolved,  That  this  Congress  do  solemnly  declare  and 
publish  to  the  world,  that  it  is  the  unalterable  determina- 
tion of  the  people  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America, 
in  humble  reliance  upon  Almighty  God,  to  suffer  all  the 
calamities  of  the  most  protracted  war,  but  they  will 
NEVER  politically  affiliate  with  a  people  who  are  guilty 
of  an  invasion  of  their  soil  and  the  butchery  of  their 
citizens." 

Mr.  Ralls  said,  in  offering  the  preamble  and  resolution,  he 
could  say  that  he  knew  that  the  people  whom  he  had  the  honour 
to  represent  would  esteem  it  to  be  the  privilege  of  their  repre- 
sentatives upon  the  floor  of  Congress  solemnly  to  make  this 
declaration  to  the  world,  and  that  in  the  face  of  reverses  which 
we  have  recently  suffered;  therefore  he  hoped  that  the  House 
would  be  prepared  to  adopt  the  resolution. 

The  resolution  was  read  the  first  and  second  time,  whereupon, 
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Mr.  Pugh,  of  Alabama,  said  he  would  suggest  to  his  colleague 
to  amend  by  inserting  three  words,  "on  any  terms,"  after  the 
word  "affiliate"  in  the  resolution,  which  amendment  was  ac- 
cepted. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  the  passage  of  the  resolu- 
tion, resulting  in  its  adoption — yeas  69,  nays  none. 

Privilege  of  recording  their  votes  was  accorded  to  absent 
members. 

Mr.  Hanly,  of  Arkansas,  introduced  a  bill  to  provide  for  the 
organization  of  the  Arkansas  Superintendency  of  Red  River 
Indian  Affairs,  to  regulate  a  treaty  of  intercourse  with  the 
Indians  in  that  section,  and  to  preserve  the  peace  therein.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs 

Mr.  Gartrell,  of  Georgia,  offered  a  resolution  to  the  effect  that 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  be  instructed  to  provide  addi- 
tional legislation  to  increase  the  facility  of  the  procurement  by 
widows  and  children  of  deceased  officers  and  soldiers  of  wages 
for  service  due  to  such  officers  and  soldiers. 

Mr.  Gartrell  presented,  in  addition,  a  letter  on  the  subject  from 
Captain  B.  C.  McCurry  of  the  Twenty-second  Georgia  regiment. 
Referred. 

Also,  a  letter  from  Governor  Brown,  of  Georgia,  to  the 
mechanics  of  that  State  on  the  subject  of  arms.     Referred. 

Mr.  Clark,  of  Georgia,  introduced  a  bill  fixing  the  time  of  the 
meeting  of  Congress.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary.   Also  a  resolution : 

''Resolved,   That   from   and   after   the   day   of 

March  no  new  matter  shall  be  introduced,  except  by  a 
vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  House." 

Mr.  Barksdale  said  that  it  was  his  opinion  that  the  blank 
should  be  filled  by  a  very  early  date.  He  was  satisfied  that  in 
the  last  two  weeks,  in  all  the  investigations  of  recent  losses  and 
questions  of  defence,  nothing  had  been  gained.  These  matters 
belonged,  in  his  estimation,  entirely  to  the  military  departments 
of  the  government.  He  thought  that  the  sooner  the  members 
got  home  to  their  constituency  the  better.  They  could  do  more 
good  there.     He  moved  to  fill  the  blank  by  the  15th  of  March. 
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Mr.  Royston  moved  to  lay  on  the  table  for  the  present. 
Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Clark  presented  also  a  resolution  that  the  members  of  the 
Provisional  Congress  should  [not]  be  admitted  to  seats  on  the 
floor.  They  would  talk  and  thus  create  disturbance  in  the  House. 
He  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote. 

Mr.  Smith  said  he  was  not  satisfied  that  the  ex-members  of 
the  Provisional  Congress  should  be  admitted  to  seats  on  the 
floor.  They  would  talk  and  thus  create  disturbance  in  the  House. 
He  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote. 

Mr.  Miles  said  it  was  due  to  members  of  the  Provisional 
Congress,  with  whom  he  had  been  associated  so  long.  They  did 
not  talk  more  than  the  members  upon  this  floor.  He  thought  that 
body  was  a  unanimously  quiet  one.  He  hoped  the  resolution 
would  prevail. 

Mr.  Smith  said  there  was  at  any  rate  a  great  disposition  now 
to  talk  on  this  floor,  and  if  the  members  of  the  Provisional  Con- 
gress were  admitted  they  would  talk  to  their  friends  and  thus 
increase  confusion  and  throw  difficulties  in  the  way  of  uniform 
legislation.  He  had  no  objection  to  assigning  them  a  certain 
place  in  the  House,  but  experience  was  against  this  measure. 
The  vote  was  reconsidered. 

Qn  motion  of  Mr.  Gartrell,  the  resolution  was  referred  to  the 
Special  Committee  on  Rules. 

Mr.  Perkins,  of  Louisiana,  introduced  a  bill  to  regulate  the 
granting  of  passports.     Referred. 

Also,  a  resolution  to  the  effect  that  the  exigencies  of  the  times 
require  prompt  and  most  energetic  action  on  the  part  of  this 
government;  therefore, 

"Resolved  by  the  House  of  Representatives,  That  the 
President  of  the  Confederate  States  be  requested  to  com- 
municate to  this  body,  at  the  earliest  practicable  moment, 
what  additional  amount  of  means,  both  men  and  arms, 
necessary  for  the  most  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war 
may  be  needed  within  the  present  year  for  the  public 
service,  including  military  operations  on  land  and  sea." 
Adopted. 
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Mr.  Barksdale  introduced  the  following: 

"Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relations 
be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  existing  relations  be- 
tween this  government  and  consuls  commissioned  by 
foreign  powers  and  accredited  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  and  are  still  residing  in  their  official 
capacity  within  the  territories  of  the  Confederate  States, 
to  report  whether  they  exercise  their  jurisdiction  by  per- 
mission of  the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States, 
in  accordance  with  treaties  of  commerce,  or  otherwise, 
and  whether  any  action  of  Congress  on  this  subject  be 
necessary  to  the  vindication  of  the  rights  and  dignity  of 
the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States."    Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  of  Virginia,  presented  the  petition  of  James  Mc- 
Laughlin, formerly  the  receiver  of  an  invalid  pension  from  the 
United  States.     Referred. 

Mr.  Pryor  presented  the  petition  of  Spencer  D.  Hancock,  As- 
sistant Marshal  for  the  Western  District  of  Virginia,  praying 
compensation  for  services  rendered.     Referred. 

Mr.  Lyons,  of  Virginia,  offered  the  following: 

"Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 
of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  That  the  expenses 
of  the  inauguration  of  the  President  and  Vice-President 
be  paid  ratably  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  two 
Houses  of  Congress."     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Smith  desired  to  know  what  had  become  of  his  resolution 
in  reference  to  intoxicating  liquors,  which  had  been  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs.  He  would  enquire  of  the 
committee  when  a  report  might  be  expected. 

Mr.  Miles  said  the  gentleman  should  not  be  so  impatient.  The 
military  committee  had  been  engaged  in  labouring  upon  very 
important  subjects,  and  in  their  business  they  were  ahead  of 
most  of  the  committees  of  the  House.  He  hoped  this  would  be 
a  satisfactory  answer  to  the  gentleman's  question. 

Commanding  General 

The  bill  to  create  the  office  of  commanding  general  of  the 
Confederate  Army  now  coming  up  in  order,  Mr.  Villere  arose 
to  speak. 
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The  Speaker  said  that  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  Mr. 
Pryor,  was  entitled  to  the  floor  when  the  House  adjourned  on 
Saturday. 

Mr.  Bonham  desired  to  say  that,  in  this  discussion  (the  sub- 
ject having  been  brought  up  in  secret  session  on  Saturday),  all 
gentlemen  must  know  that  remarks  had  fallen  from  the  lips  of 
some  members  which  must  not  be  made  public,  therefore  he 
thought  the  matter  ought  to  be  considered  in  secret  session. 

The  Speaker  enquired  if  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  Mr. 
Pryor,  made  the  motion  to  go  into  secret  session? 

Mr.  Pryor  said  he  did  not.  He  had  but  little  more  to  say  on 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Foote  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  If  he  understood  the  rule, 
the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  must  state  the  business  he  had 
to  propose  to  the  House  before  going  into  secret  session.  He  did 
not  think  the  business  to  be  considered  in  secret  session  included 
the  case  under  consideration.  This  was  a  new  position.  Is  a 
measure  of  legislative  business  to  be  deprived  of  every  principle 
of  progress  and  regularity,  after  it  had  been  introduced  in  open 
session,  because,  perchance,  somebody  or  other  might  express 
some  sentiment  or  other  which  did  not  exactly  suit  the  public  ear. 
It  was  reprehensible;  and  that  view  of  the  subject  was  beginning 
to  be  entertained  already  by  the  people  at  large. 

iThe  chair  overruled  the  point  of  order  and  ordered  the  doors 
to  be  closed. 

The  House,  having  resumed  open  session,  without  the  trans- 
action of  further  business,  adjourned. 


Tuesday,  March  4,  1862. 
SENATE 

The  Senate  was  opened  with  prayer  at  12  o'clock  by  the  Rev, 
J.  A.  Duncan,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

The  proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read  and  approved. 

The  call  of  the  States  was  gone  through  with  without  a  re- 
sponse.    The  call  of  committees  was  then  proceeded  with. 
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Indemnity  and  Confiscation 

Mr.  Hill,  of  Georgia,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to 
which  was  referred  the  memorial  of  J.  J.  Amini,  on  behalf  of 
himself  and  others,  citizens  of  New  Orleans,  reported  a  resolu- 
tion that  the  committee  be  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  subject.  The  memorialist  stated  that  he  and 
his  associate  memorialists  owned  property  in  the  North  which 
had  been  or  would  be  confiscated  by  the  Federal  Government. 
They  therefore  asked  that  they  be  allowed  to  purchase  property 
at  confiscation  sales  in  the  South  to  the  extent  of  their  losses  in 
the  North  on  the  credit  of  the  Confederate  Government,  which 
has  provided  for  the  indemnity  of  citizens  in  that  situation.  The 
committee  deemed  such  permission  improper.  The  property  of  a 
large  number  of  the  citizens  of  the  Confederate  States  had  been 
similarly  dealt  with  by  the  Federal  Government,  and  the  extent  of 
their  claims  could  not  be  properly  ascertained  until  after  the  war. 
The  course  recommended  by  the  memorial  was  not  a  proper  basis 
upon  which  to  carry  out  a  system  of  general  indemnity.  The 
individual  statements  of  claimants  were  insufficient  testimony  in 
a  matter  involving  the  present  interests  of  a  large  number,  and 
it  was  thought  best  by  the  committee  to  report  adversely  to  the 
petition. 

The  committee  was,  on  motion,  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  subject. 

No  other  reports  were  made  and  the  Senate  resolved  itself 
into  secret  session  upon  several  messages  from  the  President, 
and  other  matters  of  too  much  importance  for  the  public  to 
tamper  with. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

The  House  was  called  to  order  at  12  M.,  and  was  opened  with 
prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Ford,  of  Kentucky.  Journal  read  and 
approved. 

Messrs.  Russell,  Gartrell,  Foster,  Arrington,  J.  W.  Bruce, 
Heiskell,  Menees,  and  McDowell  recorded  their  votes  in  favour 
of  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Ralls,  passed  on  yesterday. 

Mr.  Pryor  called  for  the  names  of  gentlemen  who  had  not  voted 
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on  the  resolution,  which  names  were  read  from  the  Clerk's  desk. 

Mr.  McQueen,  of  South  Carolina,  who  had  been  absent  from 
sickness,  asked  leave  to  record  his  name;  he  would  vote  for  such 
measures  as  long  as  he  lived. 

Mr.  Boteler,  of  Virginia,  stated  he  had  been  detained  from 
the  House  by  indisposition,  and  recorded  his  vote. 

Bills  and  Resolutions 

Mr.  Chilton,  of  Alabama,  introduced  a  resolution  to  the  effect 
that  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  instructed  to  report  a  bill 
equalizing  the  salaries  of  the  several  judicial  officers  of  the  Con- 
federate States.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Foster,  of  Alabama,  offered  a  resolution  that  a  committee 
of  five  be  appointed  by  the  Speaker  to  enquire  into  the  expediency 
of  detaching  such  companies  as  had  to  be  armed  with  double- 
barrel  shotguns  from  their  several  regiments,  and  attach  one  com- 
pany to  each  battery  of  artillery. 

Mr.  Foster  said  that  he  was  aware  that  this  subject  ought  to 
have  gone  properly  to  the  Military  Committee,  and  it  was  not 
from  any  want  of  confidence  in  that  committee  that  he  did  not 
move  its  reference  thereto,  but  he  knew  very  well  that  they  were 
over-taxed  with  business,  and  hence  he  had  moved  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  Special  Committee.  It  was  a  well-established  fact  that 
a  number  of  regiments  which  are  now  being,  and  would  shortly 
be,  raised  must  inevitably  be  armed  with  double-barrel  shotguns ; 
and  if  they  were  attached  to  batteries  of  artillery  they  might  be 
able  to  do  good  service,  inasmuch  as  they  would  not  be  effective 
in  open  conflict  without  bayonets.     The  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Royston  moved  to  take  up  and  consider  the  resolution, 
submitted  by  him  sometime  since,  limiting  the  action  of  the 
House  to  certain  matters.     Referred. 

A  bill  was  introduced  entitled  "An  act  to  increase  the  pay  of 
the  non-commissioned  officers  and  privates  in  the  army  of  the 
Confederate  States."    Referred. 

Mr.  Holt  presented  a  memorial  from  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Georgia.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Post-Offices  and 
Post-Roads. 

Also,  a  resolution  that,  after  the  loth  instant,  no  new  matter 
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shall  be  brought  before  the  House  for  consideration,  except  by 
a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  all  the  members  present — except  such 
matter  as  may  relate  to  finance,  or  have  direct  reference  to  the 
progress  of  the  war. 

Mr.  Holt  did  not  desire  to  occupy  the  time  of  the  House,  but 
he  wished  to  say  that  he  desired,  in  the  action  upon  this  resolu- 
tion, to  have  an  indication  of  the  mind  of  the  House  as  to  what 
the  legislation  during  the  session  should  be.  The  condition  in 
which  we  find  ourselves,  and  the  circumstances  with  which  we 
are  surrounded,  and  the  manner  of  action  of  this  House  since  they 
had  assembled  here  two  weeks  ago,  had  impelled  him  to  the 
offering  of  this  resolution.  All  the  subject  matter  should  have 
been  disposed  of  long  ere  this,  and  members  should  act  upon 
matters  material  only  to  this  contest,  that  in  their  legislation  they 
might  hold  out  a  helping  hand  to  the  revolution;  otherwise, 
they  had  better  be  at  home. 

Their  constituents  trusted  them,  they  had  confidence  in  them, 
and  expected  them  to  do  their  duty,  and  they  should  do  it  and 
then  return  home  to  rouse  the  spirit  of  the  people.  In  that  portion 
of  the  South  which  he  had  the  honour  to  represent  there  was 
probably  less  need  of  rousing  the  people  than  in  any  other  State. 
The  people  of  Georgia  are  fully  aroused.  They  do  not  need  any 
one  to  cheer  the  hearts  or  strengthen  the  arms  of  that  people. 
The  Governor  of  his  State  had  ordered  the  mechanics  to  con- 
struct twenty  thousand  pikes  and  bowie  knives.  There  was  no 
need  to  arouse  Georgians,  they  were  fully  awake.  But  there 
might  be  need  elsewhere,  and  he  therefore  wished  to  regulate 
the  action  of  the  House  so  that  they  shall  not  legislate  on  extra- 
neous questions — none  other  than  matters  relating  to  finance  or 
the  prosecution  of  the  war. 

Mr.  Miles  said  that,  in  reference  to  the  true  state  of  afifairs 
with  which  we  are  at  present  surrounded,  he  was  a  little  more 
hopeful  than  his  friend  from  Georgia.  But  it  seemed  to  him 
very  injudicious  to  limit  the  House  in  matters  which  they  might 
think  it  necessary  to  take  up.  Here  they  were  assembled  as 
custodians  of  the  people,  and  it  would  not  be  proper  to  Hmit 
their  action.  What  could  be  the  necessity  for  such  a  measure? 
It  could  not  be  known  what  contingencies  would  arise,  or  was  it 
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certain  what  a  day  would  bring  forth.  He  hoped  the  House  would 
not  adopt  the  resolution.     He  moved  the  question. 

The  resolution  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Conrad  wished  to  make  a  personal  explanation.  The 
House  would  recollect  that,  some  time  ago,  he  felt  it  his  duty, 
as  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  to  call  atten- 
tion to  a  passage  in  the  late  communication  of  the  President  in 
relation  to  the  delay  on  the  part  of  the  Navy  Department,  "even 
if  Congress  [President]  had  made  the  inference  that  the  Provi- 
sional Congress  had  not  made  the  required  appropriation."  But 
he  had  received  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  Mr. 
Mallory,  saying  that  the  President  did  not  mean  to  make  the 
inference  that  the  Provisional  Congress  had  failed  to  make  the 
appropriation  required  by  the  Navy  Department. 

The  letter  was  read,  and  stated  that,  on  the  tenth  of  May  last, 
an  appropriation  had  been  made  of  three  millions  of  dollars  for 
certain  purposes,  to  be  expended  by  the  Navy  Department;  but, 
for  some  reason,  the  Treasury  Department  did  not  pay  over  the 
money  for  some  five  months  after  the  appropriation  had  been 
made. 

Mr.  Conrad  said  that,  if  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  had 
failed  to  pay  over  the  money  appropriated,  it  was  no  fault  of 
Congress,  which  it  was  very  evident,  even  from  the  letter  of  the 
Secretary  himself,  had  made  the  appropriation;  therefore  the 
alleged  failure  to  appropriate  was  erroneous.  The  money,  how- 
ever, had  nearly  all  been  expended  in  Europe,  and  in  a  way 
relating  to  our  home  defences.  Therefore,  if  there  had  been  any 
unnecessary  delay  in  the  Navy  Department,  the  blame  rests  not 
with  Congress,  but  with  the  head  of  that  department,  who  was 
incompetent  and  altogether  deficient  in  that  activity  and  energy 
required  by  the  exigencies  of  the  times  and  the  danger  of  the 
country. 

Mr.  Dupr6  introduced  a  bill  entitled  ''An  act  to  make  treas- 
ury notes  a  legal  tender." 

Also  a  resolution  that  hereafter,  a  majority  of  this  House 
shall  be  required  to  go  into  secret  session. 

Mr.   Dupre  said  that,   on  last  Saturday,  a  report  was  made 
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from  the  Committee  on  Rules,  and  he  thought  it  would  have  been 
printed  ere  this. 

The  Speaker  said  the  report  would  be  printed  today. 

Mr.  Dupre  said  that,  on  several  occasions,  he  had  endeavoured 
to  remonstrate  against  going  into  secret  session,  except  in  certain 
cases.  He  knew  very  well  that  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Rules  did  not  change  the  rule  in  this  instance  as  he  intended  to 
change  it.  He  wanted  to  act  upon  it  now,  but  if  the  House 
would  not  take  it  up,  he  would  move  to  lay  it  on  the  table  for 
the  present. 

Mr.  Foote  moved,  also,  to  make  it  the  order  of  the  day  for 
three  o'clock. 

Mr.  Jones  called  the  question. 

Mr.  Gray  called  the  ayes  and  noes.    Rejected — ayes  29,  noes  53. 

Mr.  Welsh,  of  Mississippi,  said  his  colleague,  Mr.  Chambers, 
was  detained  at  home  in  consequence  of  sickness. 

Messrs.  Smith  and  Kenan,  North  Carolina,  recorded  their 
names  in  the  affirmative  on  Mr.  Ralls'  resolution. 

Mr.  McDowell  offered  a  resolution  to  the  effect  that  the 
President  be  requested  to  furnish  to  this  House  the  report  of 
the  battle  of  Roanoke  Island,  if  he  does  not  deem  it  incompatible 
with  the  public  interest.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Bonham  introduced  a  bill  in  reference  to  the  destruction 
of  property.     Referred. 

Mr.  Miles  introduced  a  bill  organizing  a  transport  train  for 
the  army  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America.    Referred. 

Also,  a  resolution  instructing  the  Committee  on  Commerce  to 
enquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  Augusta,  Georgia,  a  port 
of  entry  for  Charleston.     Referred. 

Mr.  Bonham  offered  a  joint  resolution  to  the  effect  that  it  be 

"Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, That  a  committee  of  three  members  of  this  House 
be  appointed  to  act  with,  a  similar  committee  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate  in  certain  matters  therein  named." 
Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Bonham  did  not  desire  to  be  one  of  the  committee. 
The  resolution  sets  forth  that  this  joint  committee  shall  con- 
fer with  the  President,  and  ascertain  from  him  whether,  in  his 
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opinion,  this  Congress  can  adopt  any  measure  which  can  secure 
to  us  the  now  occupied  portions  of  Maryland,  Kentucky  and 
Missouri;  and  that  the  information  thus  obtained  be  communi- 
cated in  secret  session. 

Mr.  Foote  offered  a  resolution  that  one-fifth  of  the  members  be 
required  to  go  into  secret  session. 

It  did  seem  to  him  that  a  great  deal  of  precious  time  was 
wasted  in  these  secret  sessions. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  said  that  if  they  were  to  have  secret 
sessions  at  all,  he  would  be  willing  to  have  it  just  as  the  rule  now 
stands.  If  a  member  wished  to  make  a  speech  on  a  certain  sub- 
ject, which  he  was  not  wiUing  to  be  made  public  for  good  rea- 
sons, he  had  a  right  to  go  into  secret  session ;  and  if,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  House,  the  matter  did  not  require  secrecy,  they  could 
go  out  whenever  they  pleased, 

Mr.  Foote  said  that  any  member  having  his  motion  seconded 
could  oblige  them  to  go  into  secret  session.  He  felt  that  this  was 
not  a  fair  assemblage.  The  charge  was  freely  made  out  of  doors 
that  the  members  dare  not  expose  their  deeds  to  the  public;  and 
hence  they  were  sitting  in  secret  conclave.  If  they  were  thus  to 
sit  in  conclave,  he  would  go  home ;  he  should  consider  himself 
disgraced  by  staying  here. 

Mr.  Crockett  offered  an  amendment,  ''provided  no  debate  shall 
be  in  order  before  going  into  secret  session,"  which  was  ac- 
cepted. 

Mr.  Kenner,  of  Louisiana,  said  that  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Provisional  Congress,  and  that  he  was  in  favour  of  the  secret 
sessions  then,  because  there  were  potent  reasons  requiring  the 
measure,  but  these  reasons  no  longer  existed.  The  government 
could  not  stand  if  this  mysterious  policy  was  persevered  in. 
Parties  would  arise,  and  it  was  necessary  that  they  should,  for 
the  very  existence  of  the  government.  He  did  not  use  it  as  a  term 
of  reproach  to  the  Provisional  Congress  in  saying  that  it  had  less 
the  confidence  of  the  people  of  the  Confederate  States  than  any 
other  body  politic. 

(Mr.  Chilton  in  the  chair.) 

Mr.  Bocock,  Chairman  of  the  Special  Committee  on  Rules,  said 
that  he  desired  to  give  his  views  on  the  subject.    The  report  of 
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the  Committee  on  Rules,  which  would  be  printed,  did  not,  he 
knew,  accomplish  the  object  desired  in  this  resolution.  But  he 
wished  it  to  be  understood  that  he  did  not  desire  to  keep  in- 
formation from  the  people  but  from  the  enemy,  who  would  be 
certain  to  ascertain  the  state  of  our  defences — a  vigilant  and  un- 
tiring foe,  who,  in  this  dangerous  conflict,  are  watching  our  every 
movement,  waiting  to  catch  every  item  of  news.  Shall  we  then 
unbosom  ourselves  to  the  world,  and  let  the  enemy  know  our 
weakness?  He  did  not  fear  the  people.  The  rule  adopted  was 
the  same  as  that  in  the  old  Federal  House  of  Representatives. 

Mr.  Foote  cited  as  instances  of  publicity  the  Roman  Senate, 
the  Athenian  Councils,  and  the  English  Parliament  and  House 
of  Commons. 

Mr.  Dupre,  of  Ix)uisiana,  said  that  he  was  altogether  opposed 
to  the  practice  of  secret  session  on  any  subject.  The  people 
demanded  ta  know  what  was  going  on  in  the  halls  of  legislation. 
It  had  appeared  to  him  ever  since  he  had  been  here  as  if  the 
people  belonged  to  the  government,  and  not  the  government  to 
the  people.  He  did  not  speak,  to  catch  the  popular  ear.  He 
cared  not  for  political  preferment;  he  could  get  any  office  he 
wanted  from  his  constituency,  and  he  was  sent  here  to  act  for 
them.  He  did  not  believe  in  screening  in  darkness  all  the 
measures  they  were  adopting. 

The  resolution  was  then  rejected — yeas  33,  nays  55. 

Mr.  Currin  introduced  a  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An 
act  concerning  transportation  of  soldiers,  and  the  allowance  of 
clothing  to  volunteers,  amendatory  to  an  act  for  the  organization 
of  the  army  of  the  Confederate  States."     Referred. 

Mr.  Gray,  of  Texas,  moved  that  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Rules  be  taken  up  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to- 
morrow at  12  o'clock.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Russell,  of  Virginia,  introduced  a  bill  to  provide  for  the 
calling  out  of  the  militia  to  repel  invasion.     Referred. 

Also,  a  resolution  to  pay  the  arrearages  due  the  members  of 
the   Provisional   Congress ;   also,   their  mileage.     Referred. 

Mr.  Jenkins  presented  a  memorial  from  certain  citizens  of  the 
State  of  Virginia.     Referred. 

Mr.  Garnett  offered  a  resolution  requesting  the  President  to 


First  Congress — First  Session  93 

instruct  the  Secretaries  of  the  War  and  Treasury  to  lay  before 
Congress  their  reports  for  the  present  fiscal  year.     Adopted. 

Also,  a  resolution  requesting  the  President  to  communicate  to 
the  House,  in  secret  session,  the  number  of  soldiers  now  moving 
in  the  army  of  the  Confederate  States,  together  with  other  par- 
ticulars therein  mentioned. 

Mr.  Russell  offered  a  resolution  that  the  Committee  on  Print- 
ing enquire  into  the  expedience  of  providing  for  the  election  of 
a  Printer  for  each  House  of  Congress.    Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Boteler,  of  Virginia,  offered  that  bills  and  resolutions 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Claims  in  the  Provisional  Congress 
be  transferred  to  the  Claims  Committee  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives.    Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Smith  introduced  a  bill  to  provide  cooks  for  the  army. 
Agreed  to. 

Also,  a  resolution,  with  a  view  to  expedite  the  public  business 
that,  for  one  week,  no  member  be  allowed  to  speak  longer  than 
fifteen  minutes  on  the  same  question,  nor  shall  he  speak  more 
than  once  on  that  subject  until  all  other  who  desire  to  do  so 
shall  have  spoken.  No  member  shall  move  an  amendment  for 
the  purpose  of  speaking  upon  it.  Nor  shall  the  antecedents  of 
any  member  be  brought  up  by  another. 

Mr.  Foote  said  it  had  better  be  five  minutes,  the  speeches 
would  be  just  as  great  a  curse  to  the  world  anyhow.  (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Conrad  asked  a  division  of  the  question. 

The  fifteen  minutes  rule  was  adopted. 

As  to  the  section  prohibiting  members  from  discussing  amend- 
ments Mr.  Garnett  called  the  yeas  and  nays.     It  was  an  insult. 

Mr.  Smith  said  it  was  no  insult. 

The  Speaker  called  the  gentlemen  to  order. 

Mr.  Foote  said  the  member  from  Virginia  (Mr.  Smith)  should 
not  indulge  in  personalities.     (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Pryor  moved  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Smith  rose  to  a  point  of  order,  but  was  not  sustained  by 
the  Chair.     (Great  confusion  and  cries  of  order.) 

Mr.  Perkins  moved  to  take  up  the  reports  of  the  Attorney- 
General  and  the  message  of  the  President  now  on  the  table. 
Ruled  out  of  order. 
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Mr.  Smith  called  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  motion  to  adjourn. 
House  refused  to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Foote  moved  to  go  into  secret  session,  and  the  Hall  was 
cleared. 

The  Hall  being  re-opened, 

Mr.  Moore,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  had  a  resolution  to  submit 
in  secret  session,  and  the  Hall  was  again  cleared. 

Having  re-opened,  the  House  adjourned. 


Wednesday,    March  5,  1862. 

SENATE 

Senate  assembled  at  twelve  o'clock,  and,  being  opened  with 
prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Duncan,  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  the  journal 
of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Compensation  of  Officers 
Mr.    Haynes,    of    Tennessee,    offered    a    resolution    that    the 
Finance  Committee  be  requested  to  enquire  into  and  report  what 
compensation   shall   be   allowed   to   the   various    officers   of   the 
Senate,  which  was  adopted. 

The  Spirit  of  the  People 

Mr.  Hill,  of  Georgia,  presented  to  the  Senate  a  series  of  resolu- 
tions adopted  by  a  meeting  of  citizens  of  Georgia,  in  the  county 
from  which  he  came,  declaring  their  unalterable  and  determined 
purpose  to  sustain  the  war,  even  to  private  contribution,  sacrifice 
and  volunteering  to  the  last  extremity. 

The  resolutions  were  received  and  laid  on  the  table. 

House  Resolutions 
Mr.  Sparrow,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  back  the  House  resolutions  declaring  the  sense 
of  Congress  in  regard  to  reuniting  with  the  United  States — 
solemnly  declaring  an  unalterable  purpose  to  suffer  all  the  calami- 
ties of  war  rather  than  submit  to  any  such  alternative — which 
were  read  a  third  [time]  and  passed. 
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Mr.  Sparrow  also  reported  back  certain  resolutions  presented 
by  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Simms)  of  similar  char- 
acter with  the  above,  with  the  request  that  the  committee  be  dis- 
charged from  their  further  consideration.  It  was,  he  said,  un- 
necessary to  consider  such  resolutions,  although  their  intention 
was  good.  Action  upon  these  matters  were  more  necessary  than 
any  resolves  or  declarations  of  purpose  that  could  be  made. 

Mr.  Simms  said  that  he  would  call  up  the  resolution  at  another 
time,  they  now  being  in  the  possession  of  the  Senate. 

Secret  Session 

At  this  juncture  a  message  was  received  from  the  House,  which 
was  received  in  secret  session  (the  Hall  being  cleared  when  it 
arrived),  immediately  after  which  the  doors  were  re-opened. 

Individual  Claims 

Mr.  Burnett,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims,  re- 
ported adversely  upon  the  memorial  of  H.  Franks,  asking  to  be 
indemnified  for  losses  in  forfeiting  bail  for  not  appearing  at 
Louisville  to  be  examined  on  suspicion  by  the  United  States  au- 
thorities— he  having  been  arrested  in  that  city  when  there  on 
business  of  the  Confederate  States  Government;  also,  adversely 
to  the  memorial  of  Charles  A.  Farwell,  part  owner  of  a  vessel, 
principally  owned  in  the  United  States,  which  was  seized  by  the 
Confederate  States  Government  at  New  Orleans.  These  ques- 
tions would  be  more  properly  decided  after  a  treaty  of  peace. 

The  Remuneration  of  Officers  of  the  United  States 
Government 

Mr.  Burnett  also  reported  adversely  to  the  resolution  for  bal- 
ances due  the  census-takers  of  Louisiana.  This  was  merely  an 
equitable  claim,  which  would,  most  properly,  be  classed  with  a 
large  number  of  the  claims  to  be  disposed  of  after  the  war. 

Mr.  Semmes,  of  Louisiana,  explained  to  the  Senator  that,  at 
the  time  of  the  secession  of  Louisiana,  a  considerable  amount 
of  bullion  belonging  to  the  United  States  was  retained  by  the 
Louisiana  authorities.  This  might  very  probably  have  been  held, 
as  it  was  intended,  as  an  equitable  fund  for  such  claims.     But 
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the  State,  instead  of  passing  upon  these  questions,  transferred 
the  amount  to  the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States.  There 
was  a  pecuHar  propriety,  he  thought,  in  passing  the  payment  of 
these  claims. 

Mr.  Burnett  replied  that  the  reasons  given  by  the  gentleman 
were  insufficient  to  influence  his  opinion  in  the  matter.  There 
was  not  a  single  State  which  had  not  transferred  to  the  govern- 
ment either  money  or  property.  If  we  pay  Louisiana  on  the 
ground  that  she  has  transferred  three  or  four  hundred  thousand 
dollars  to  the  government,  we  will  then  open  the  doors  for  Vir- 
ginia, Alabama  and  other  States,  to  come  in  with  similar  claims. 
Again,  if  these  especial  claims  are  paid  on  these  grounds,  we 
must  pay  every  officeholder  under  the  old  United  States  Govern- 
ment whose  account  was  not  squared  at  the  time  of  the  secession 
of  the  States.  The  whole  subject,  he  thought,  should  be  post- 
poned until  the  close  of  the  war. 

Mr.  Semmes  said  that,  at  the  time  of  the  secession  of  Louisiana, 
that  State  made  a  seizure  of  about  $800,000.  It  was  found  that 
a  large  amount  was  deposited  to  the  credit  of  various  parties. 
The  State  provided  for  the  payment  of  a  large  number  of  the 
drafts  upon  this  fund,  leaving  a  balance  of  about  $500,000.  At 
that  time  the  State  was  an  independent  sovereignty.  In  the  mean- 
time $190,000  had  been  collected  for  customs.  This  and  the 
former  amount  she  transferred  to  the  Confederate  States  Govern- 
ment. This  measure  he  (Mr.  Semmes)  resisted,  because  he  be- 
lieved that  the  claims  of  the  citizens  of  Louisiana  would  not  be  as 
readily  paid  by  the  Confederate  States  Government  as  by  the 
State.  He  was  then  willing  to  pay  all  the  dues  to  public  officers, 
and  transfer  the  balance  to  the  Confederate  States.  He  failed. 
The  argument  against  him  was  that  the  Confederate  States  would 
do  all  that  he  thought  they  would  not  do  to  that  end.  In  this 
census-taking  it  happened  that  the  census-takers  were  partially 
paid — only  half  paid.  He  only  proposed  to  pay  them  the  other 
half,  amounting  to  some  few  thousand  dollars.  No  other  State  had 
transferred  money  collected  for  customs  while  in  the  condition 
of  independent  sovereignty. 

Mr.  Maxwell  stated  that,  if  action  was  to  be  taken  on  this  sub- 
ject, he  would  state  that  he  wished  Florida  to  be  represented. 
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Some  five  or  six  thousand  dollars  were  collected  at  Pensacola, 
and  transferred  to  the  Confederate  States. 

The  President  (Mr.  Stephens)  [said  it  was]  the  same  case 
with  Georgia. 

Mr.  Burnett  said  nothing  to  alter  the  report  of  the  committee. 
There  was  no  difference  between  a  State  having  transferred 
$190,000,  or  any  other  amount  of  money,  and  a  State  which  had 
transferred,  perhaps,  millions  in  property.  Let  the  matter  go, 
said  he,  in  the  most  appropriate  direction — to  the  future,  where 
it  will  be  fully  decided. 

A  motion  was  made  to  recommit  the  subject,  which  was  lost. 
It  was  then  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Sparrow  offered  a  resolution  that  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  be  requested  to  inform  the  Senate  what  amount  of 
money  has  been  transferred  to  the  Confederate  Government  by 
each  State. 

Mr.  Semmes  moved  to  amend  by  adding  *'and  what  amount 
of  property," 

Mr.  Sparrow  said  that  his  object  was  to  give  information  on  a 
particular  subject.     The  amendment  would  tend  to  defeat  it. 

Mr.  Semmes  said  that  if  it  was  important  to  understand  one 
fact  on  this  subject,  it  was  equally  important  to  learn  another. 

Mr.  Sparrow  said  that  he  had  only  offered  the  resolution  in 
order  to  ascertain  a  certain  fact,  but  if  it  was  to  be  killed  by 
indirection  he  would  withdraw  it. 

The  resolution  being  withdrawn,  the  Senate  then  went  into 
executive  session. 


HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

The  House  met  at  11  A.  M.,  and  was  opened  with  prayer  by 
Rev.  Dr.  Ford,  of  Kentucky. 

Proceedings  of  yesterday  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Bonham  asked  leave  of  the  House  to  take  up  the  Senate 
resolution  pledging  the  government  to  maintain  the  territorial  in- 
tegrity of  the  Confederacy. 

The  resolution  was  passed. 
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Bills  and  Resolutions 

Mr.  Dargan,  of  Alabama,  introduced  a  preamble  and  resolutions 
adopted  by  the  citizens  of  Mobile. 

Mr.  Royston  presented  a  memorial  from  the  citizens  of 
Lafayette  county,  asking  an  increase  of  mail  service.     Referred. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  the  citizens  of  Hempstead  county,  ask- 
ing the  establishment  of  a  mail  route. 

Mr.  Royston  also  asked  that  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Rules  be  taken  up  and  adopted  for  the  government  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Foote  said  he  was  perfectly  satisfied  with  the  report. 

Mr.  Gray  said  there  were  several  rules  which  did  not  meet  his 
approbation. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

Personal   Explanation 

Mr.  Holt  rose  to  a  question  of  privilege,  and  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  House  to  the  fact  that,  on  yesterday,  he  had  sub- 
mitted a  resolution,  and  certain  remarks  in  support  thereof,  which 
were  but  imperfectly  heard  by  the  reporters,  which  he  con- 
sidered his  fault,  not  theirs.  The  honourable  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  Miles)  is  represented  in  reply  to  have  said, 
*4n  reference  to  the  true  state  of  affairs  with  which  we  are  at 
present  surrounded  he  was  a  little  more  hopeful  than  his  friend 
from  Georgia."  Now,  sir,  said  Mr.  Holt,  he  was  very  sure  the 
gentleman  from  South  Carolina  did  not  understand,  or  intend  to 
represent,  him  as  having  uttered  one  sentiment  of  gloom  or  de- 
spondency, or  anything  indicating  want  of  hope  in  our  great 
struggle. 

H  the  honourable  gentleman  used  the  words  attributed  to  him 
they  wholly  escaped  the  speaker's  notice,  li  he  did  use  them, 
and  intended  their  application  to  the  views  which  he  (Mr.  H.) 
did  entertain  and  had  attempted  to  express,  that  the  manner 
of  the  character  of  the  proceedings  of  this  Congress  for  the  two 
weeks  of  its  session  had  not  done  much  to  cheer  the  hearts,  or 
strengthen  the  arms  of  the  people  for  the  contest,  [he  did]  but 
simple  justice.  The  whole  purpose  of  the  resolution,  and  the 
remarks  in  its  support,  was  to  impress  upon  the  House  the  opinion 
that  we  should  give  attention  alone  to  such  legislation  as  would 
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aid  the  revolution,  and  then  return  to  our  constituency  and  render 
them  more  material  aid  in  the  preparations  for  such  conduct  of 
this  war. 

Mr.  Miles  disclaimed  all  intention  of  impugning  the  patriotic 
motives  of  the  gentleman ;  he  did  not  recollect  what  language  he 
used,  but  he  certainly  did  [not]  mean  to  say  that  the  gentleman 
was  not  hopeful. 

Memorials 

Mr.  Kenner  presented  a  memorial  from  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  Conrad  introduced  the  memorial  of  M.  V.  Costa. 
Referred. 

Mr.  Sexton,  of  Texas,  presented  the  memorial  of  M.  D.  Clare, 
providing  compensation  for  taking  the  census.     Referred. 

Burning  of  Cotton  and  Tobacco 
The  bill  reported  by  the  Military  Committee  for  the  burning 
of  cotton,  tobacco,  and  other  property,  which  may  be  about  to 
fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  having  come  up  in  order  for 
consideration, 

Mr.  Miles  said  he  did  not  desire  to  detain  the  House  long. 
The  subject  of  the  destruction  of  cotton  and  tobacco  to  prevent 
it  from  falling  into  the  hands  of  our  enemies  had  only  engaged 
the  attention  of  the  committee  in  one  particular  view;  the  look- 
ing to  the  burning  and  leaving  the  details  for  after  consideration. 
What  we  wanted  now  is  energetic  action.  The  destruction  of 
the  cotton  was  the  first  consideration,  and  the  compensation  a 
matter  of  detail.  This  bill  should  be  passed  immediately,  with- 
out any  delay,  that  the  people  of  the  country  may  know  that  their 
representatives  in  Congress  had  determined  to  stand  up  to  the 
exigencies  of  this  great  struggle,  and  that  we  should  be  willing 
to  deprive  ourselves  of  our  property  for  the  sake  of  the  cause. 
The  bill  proposes  that  the  President  shall  appoint  commissioners 
who  shall  destroy  these  articles.  Now,  if  we  shall  wait  to  provide 
measures  of  compensation  before  the  property  is  destroyed  great 
delay  will  ensue.  The  enemy  are  even  now  at  the  very  doors  of 
some  of  our  richest  cotton  growing  sections,  and  may  be  seized 
upon  at  any  moment,  before  the  matter  can  be  adjusted.     The 
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committee  thought  this  the  easiest  way  in  which  the  question 
could  be  gotten  up.  Should  we  not  act  upon  the  matter,  or  allow 
these  great  and  important  articles  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
common  enemy? 

Mr.  Foote  concurred  with  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina 
in  the  opinion  of  expediting  matters  in  every  way  possible ;  but  he 
thought  that  his  original  bill,  for  which  the  report  of  the  Military 
Committee  was  a  substitute,  was  likely  to  be  a  much  more  ef- 
fective plan  for  attaining  the  purpose.  The  bill  of  the  com- 
mittee was  not  only  less  effective  than  his  bill,  but  it  was  not 
likely  to  have  any  effect  at  all.  It  would,  in  his  opinion,  help  in 
no  way  whatever  the  attainment  of  the  object  it  may  have  in 
view.  It  looks  to  the  burning  of  all  cotton  and  tobacco  that  may 
be  about  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

If  this  clause  is  adopted  the  bill  can  have  no  effect.  It  is  with 
reference  to  an  action  as  about  tO'  take  place,  but  which  it  may 
turn  out  never  does  take  place,  and  if  it  never  does  take  place 
how  can  it  be  about  to  take  place?  In  this  view  of  the  case  only 
those  whose  property  was  actually  invaded,  after  the  burning  of 
their  stores,  would  ever  receive  compensation.  If  an  army  of  a 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  men  were  to  camp  before  the  city  of 
New  Orleans  and  the  general  in  command  has  one  hundred  thou- 
sand men,  he  supposes  that,  as  according  to  precedent,  we  have 
always  defeated  the  enemy  two  to  one  that  he  is  certain  of 
victory ;  but  suppose  he  burns  all  the  cotton  and  tobacco  which 
may  be  likely  to  fall  within  the  reach  of  the  enemy,  and  it  after- 
wards turns  out  that  the  enemy  never  intended  to  attack  that 
place  at  all,  but  moves  his  army  off,  how  are  the  owners  of  the 
property  to  be  compensated?  They  bring  in  a  list  of  damages; 
but,  when  matters  come  to  be  investigated,  this  bill  specifies  prop- 
erty about  to  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  If  they  had  said 
likely,  it  would  have  been  different;  but,  when  matters  come  to 
be  investigated,  this  bill  specifies  property  about  to  fall  into  the 
enemy's  hands ;  therefore,  it  cuts  off  all  chance  of  remuneration. 
The  original  bill  proposes  that  the  President  shall  have  the  power 
to  order  the  destruction  of  such  property.  He  intended  at  an 
early  day  to  offer  other  bills  which  would  look  to  a  completion 
of  matters  towards  the  compensation  of  owners  in  these  events. 
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But,  suppose  the  two  millions  of  dollars  worth  of  cotton  are 
burned,  the  remaining  two  millions  will  be  worth  ten  times  the 
real  value  of  the  original  four  millions. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia,  said  that  the  rule  adopted  yesterday 
limited  all  debate  to  fifteen  minutes. 

The  Speaker  said  it  had  been  reconsidered. 

Mr.  Foote  said  he  would  recommend  to  the  gentleman 
vigilantihus  non  dormientihus  leges  adjuvant. 

Mr.  Smith  said  he  would  like  the  gentleman  to  speak  English. 

Mr.  Foote  said  he  would  make  a  few  remarks  and  then  finish 
certainly.  (Laughter.)  If  the  cotton  and  tobacco  of  the  far 
South  were  burned,  as  the  generals  had  burned  the  bridges  at 
Nashville,  and  government  made  no  compensation  for  it,  it  would 
paralyze  the  arms  of  the  people  of  the  South.  He  warned  gentle- 
men to  beware  how  they  voted  for  this  bill.  It  will  never  do. 
It  is,  indeed,  a  great  virtue  with  one's  own  hand  to  pauperize 
one's  self  and  family  for  the  sake  of  country.  He  believed  the 
people  in  his  section  of  country  were  as  patriotic  as  could  be 
found  anywhere,  but  he  did  know  of  but  very  few  who  would 
thus  reduce  themselves  and  families  to  beggary  for  the  sake  of 
country.  Were  the  government  to  take  the  matter  in  hand,  as 
the  bill  of  the  committee  propose,  and  burn,  without  any  guar- 
antee, no  man  would  be  willing  to  submit,  under  the  circum- 
stances ;  nor  would  they  be  basely  silent  under  such  reprehensible 
wrongs  as  those. 

Mr.  Curry  said  that  if  there  was  any  man  in  Alabama  who 
was  so  avaricious  that  he  would  not,  with  his  own  hands,  put 
the  torch  to  every  lock  of  cotton  rather  than  that  the  Lincoln 
Government  should  get  it,  he  hoped  the  Yankees  would  burn  him. 
He  offered,  as  an  amendment,  to  strike  out  the  words  "when  it  is 
about  to  fall";  also,  the  words  ''other  property  which  may  be 
useful,"  after  the  words  ''cotton  and  tobacco."  The  object  of 
the  enemy  was  to  get  what  had  now  become  a  high  military 
necessity,  and  it  is  to  our  interest  to  prevent  them  from  getting  it. 
He  had  expected  some  bill  of  indemnity  would  be  drafted  by 
the  Military  Committee.  This  bill  embraced  a  very  wide  field  in 
specifying  other  property,  for  there  was  some  property  in  our 
limits  owned  by  the  French  Government. 
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Mr.  Baldwin,  of  Virginia,  considered  the  bill  of  the  gentleman 
from  Tennessee  as  the  proper  one  in  confiding  the  destruction  of 
the  property  to  the  discretion  of  the  President.  He  proposed  to 
amend  the  bill  by  establishing  some  durable  form  of  preserving  a 
bond  of  indemnity  by  which  the  persons  suffering  loss  could 
be  secured  in  their  compensation. 

Mr.  Conrad  was  not  exactly  satisfied  with  either  the  original 
bill  or  that  reported  by  the  commmittee.  We  should  not  wage 
war  against  any  foreign  Government  except  that  of  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Boyce,  of  South  Carolina,  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  the  fact,  that  if  we  keep  the  enemy  from  obtaining 
these  supplies  of  cotton  and  tobacco  they  will  soon  exhaust  all 
their  resources;  and  one  great  object  is  to  strike  at  the  vital 
points.  Their  debt  now  is  a  thousand  millions,  next  year  it  will 
be  a  thousand  millions  more.  It  might  be  supposed  that  the 
second  year  the  expense  would  be  less,  but  their  currency  will 
depreciate  and  thus  the  expenses  increase.  H  we  let  them  find 
our  cotton  and  tobacco  whenever  they  force  us  to  evacuate  a 
place,  they  will  attain  the  very  object  of  the  war.  But  if  they 
find  nothing  before  them  but  desolation  they  must  eventually 
close  the  war  from  sheer  exhaustion;  for  that  people  will  not 
submit  to  direct  taxation.  Our  people  are  in  earnest.  As  Mr. 
Ely  told  the  Northerners  when  he  went  home,  "The  people  of 
the  South  are  terribly  in  earnest."  He  would  amend  the  sub- 
stitute of  the  committee  by  adding  civil  as  well  as  military  com- 
missioners. 

Mr.  Pryor  said  he  accorded  his  hearty  and  cordial  support  to 
the  measure  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr.  Miles). 
He  must  confess  that  he  was  more  and  more  impressed  with  re- 
gret and  surprise  at  the  exhibition  of  flinching;  but,  no,  he  would 
retract  that  because  he  did  not  believe  any  man  here  capable  of 
flinching ;  but  he  had  not  expected  to  see  a  hesitancy  in  advocat- 
ing this  measure.  He  had  hoped  that  its  very  daring  and  despera- 
tion would  commend  it  to  all  patriots,  and  that  they  had  resolved 
to  endure  all  and  sacrifice  all  for  the  sake  of  the  cause.  Why, 
after  all,  this  bill  is  no  reckless  and  hazardous  measure.     Your 


First  Congress — First  Session  103 

property  is  to  be  destroyed  only  in  the  last  extremity ;  that  is, 
when  it  is  impossible  of  removal,  and  in  the  very  act  of  seizure 
by  the  enemy.  Surely,  it  is  not  such  a  distressing  sacrifice  to 
destroy  property  rather  than  to  have  it  fall  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.  He  had  supposed  that  there  would  be  no  hesitation  on 
that  alternative,  and  that  all  patriots  would  commit  their  property 
to  the  flames  rather  than  it  should  fall  into  the  hands  of  vandal 
invaders  of  our  soil. 

The  armies  of  the  North  are  pursuing  every  means  to  obtain 
supplies  of  cotton  and  tobacco.  Unless  some  such  means  as  these 
are  adopted,  the  best  of  our  great  staples,  our  peculiar  productions, 
will  become  the  prey  of  Yankee  enterprise  and  Yankee  rapacity, 
and  what  will  be  the  consequence?  By  just  so  much  that  you 
will  replenish  the  empty  exchequer  of  your  adversary;  by  so 
much  will  his  hand  be  strengthened  for  our  subjugation.  Nor  is 
this  all!  Every  pound  of  tobacco,  much  more  every  pound  of 
cotton,  thrown  upon  the  world  to  that  extent  relaxes  your  hold 
on  foreign  powers,  diminishes  the  chances  of  your  recognition,  and 
alienates  the  South  from  all  diplomatic  intercourse  and  alliance. 
Shall  any  tender  considerations,  shall  any  reluctance  or  selfish  in- 
tei-ests,  be  permitted  to  expose  us  to  those  consequences?  Shall 
we  haggle  in  our  contributions  to  our  afflicted  country?  Is  this 
the  poor  oblation  we  propose  to  offer  upon  the  altar  of  patriotism? 
Believe  me,  sir,  the  God  of  War  is  propitiated  by  no  paltry 
sacrifice. 

He  greatly  feared  that  we  do  not  yet  understand  the  spirit  of 
this  struggle — it  is  no  pastime,  it  is  no  tournament,  it  is  no  holi- 
day rehearsal  of  war ;  but  it  is  war  indeed,  red,  wrathful  and  con- 
suming war  in  which  we  are  engaged — a  war  of  which  the  issue 
must  be  victory  or  death.  The  way  to  liberty  is  no  primrose  path 
of  dalliance.  By  forty  years  of  agony  in  the  wilderness,  and 
by  the  passage  of  the  Red  Sea,  the  people  of  old  escaped  from 
the  house  of  bondage  to  the  land  of  freedom.  By  many  blows, 
by  many  wounds,  by  much  blood,  is  the  South  destined  to  achieve 
its  independence. 

Away  then  with  all  temporizing  policy,  with  all  palliations,  with 
all  anxious  reservation  of  individual  interest,  with  all  trembling 
soHcitude  for  property. 


I04  Southern  Historical  Society  Papers 

Mr.  Royston  moved  a  reference  to  the  Judiciary  Committee, 
and  called  the  question.     Lost. 

Mr.  Heiskell  quoted  the  authority  of  Vattel  and  Grotius  in 
reference  to  the  duty  of  the  government  to  remunerate  its  citizens 
far  losses  sustained. 

Mr.  Davis  said  the  government  was  not  able  to  indemnify  the 
citizens  for  all  losses  such  as  would  be  sustained. 

Mr.  Miles  said  that  on  the  issue  of  this  bill  hung  all  that  was 
dear  to  us  on  earth:  liberty,  happiness,  and  personal  security 
for  the  future ;  and  he  was  not  surprised  by  differences  of  opinion 
in  reference  to  it.  He  had  been  prevented  hitherto  from  offering 
a  resolution  from  the  Military  Committee,  which  was  to  refer  the 
bill  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  who  should  propose  a  bill 
to  provide  for  compensation  of  loyal  citizens,  whose  property 
may  be  destroyed  by  military  authority. 

Mr.  Perkins  called  the  question  on  the  subject,  which  was 
not  sustained. 

Mr.   Heiskell  called  the  previous  questions.     Not  sustained. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Currin,  allowing  compensation  for  the 
destruction  of  cotton  and  tobacco  only,  was  rejected. 

Mr.  Bonham  offered  an  amendment  to  strike  out  all  after  cotton 
and  tobacco,  and  insert  wool,  rice,  and  other  grain,  long  forage, 
and  all  military  and  naval  stores.    Rejected. 

Mr.  Barksdale  offered  an  amendment,  adding  a  section  to  the 
bill  in  reference  to  compensation.     Rejected. 

Mr.  Chilton  offered  an  amendment  that  no  compensation  shall 
be  received  for  property  which  shall  be  removed  to  exposed  towns 
or  other  places  after  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  amendment  doing  away  with  all  compensation  was  then 
adopted. 

Mr.  Conrad  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Foote  moved  to  adjourn,  which  was  agreed  to,  and  at  four 
o'clock  the  House  adjourned. 
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Thursday,  March  5,  1862  [Mar.  6th] 

SENATE 

The  Senate  assembled  at  12  o'clock.  Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Duncan.     The  journal  was  read  and  approved. 

Compensation  for  Members  of  Congress 

Mr.  Barnwell,  of  South  Carolina,  from  the  Committee  on  Fi- 
nance, reported  a  bill  for  the  compensation  of  members  of  Con- 
gress allowing  each  senator,  representative  or  delegate,  the  sum 
of  $2,500  per  year,  and  mileage  at  the  rate  of  twenty  cents  per 
mile;  the  President  of  the  Senate  to  receive  the  compensation 
allowed  him  by  law  as  Vice-President  of  the  Confederate  States, 
and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  double  that  of 
representative  or  senator.  The  bill  also  provides  for  the  deduc- 
tion of  the  amount  per  diem  for  each  day's  absence  of  any  mem- 
ber, unless  such  absence  is  occasioned  by  the  sickness  of  the 
member  or  some  one  or  more  of  his  family. 

Mr.  Oldham,  of  Texas,  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking  out 
$2,500  and  inserting  $3,000,  the  amount  allowed  in  the  old  United 
States  Congress,  which  was  adopted — ayes  11,  noes  8. 

Mr.  Burnett  moved  to  strike  out  that  part  of  the  bill  deducting 
the  per  diem  for  absence,  which  created  some  discussion,  and  was 
finally  withdrawn,  and  the  clause  was  made  to  read  in  effect,  '*if 
absent  without  leave." 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

Compensation  of  Officers  of  the  Senate 

Mr.  Barnwell  made  another  report  from  the  Finance  Committee 
for  the  compensation  of  officers  of  the  Senate,  the  amounts  being 
in  blank,  the  committee  having  been  unable  to  agree  on  that  sub- 
ject. The  blanks  were  filled  so  that  the  compensation  of  the 
respective  officers  would  be  as  follows : 

Secretary  of  the  Senate $2,500  per  annum 

Assistant  Secretary $2,000 

Two  clerks,  each $1,500 

Sergeant-at-Arms   $2,000 

Doorkeeper $1,500 

Assistant  Doorkeeper $1,200 
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The  page  of  the  Senate  to  receive  two  dollars  per  day  during 
the  continuance  of  the  session. 
The  bill  was  then  passed. 
The  Senate  then  went  into  executive  session. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

The  House  was  called  to  order  at  eleven  o'clock,  and  opened 
with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Ford,  of  Kentucky. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  corrected. 

Mr.  Boyce  introduced  Mr.  Ayer,  of  South  Carolina,  who  took 
the  requisite  oath. 

Personal  Explanation 
Mr.  Davis,  of  Mississippi,  rose  to  a  question  of  privilege.  In 
the  report  made  of  yesterday's  proceedings  the  reporter  of  the 
Examiner  made  him  say  that  the  Southern  Confederacy  was  not 
able  to  indemnify  the  citizens.  He  had  said  the  contrary,  and 
had  expressed  himself  as  sustaining  the  bill  reported  by  the 
Chairman  of  the  Military  Committee ;  also,  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee authorizing  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  report  a 
bill  providing  for  compensation. 

Memorials 
Mr.  Royston  presented  certain  memorials,  which  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Post-Offices  and  Post-Roads. 

Adjournment  of  Congress 

Also,  the   following  resolution: 

''Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives, That  the  Speaker  of  the  House  and  the  President 
of  the  Senate  adjourn  the  respective  houses  of  Congress 
on  Monday,  the  31st  of  March,  1862,  at  12  o'clock  M." 

Mr.  Kenner,  of  Louisiana,  moved  that  the  resolution  lie  on 
the  table,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Hour  of  Meeting 
Mr.  Gartrell  offered  a  resolution  that  the  House  meet  at  12 
o'clock  M.,  until  otherwise  ordered.     He  said  he  had  been  in- 
structed by  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  make  this  motion. 
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There  were  questions  of  the  utmost  importance  before  the  com- 
mittee, and  they  found  it  impossible  to  discharge  their  duties 
within  the  time  now  allowed.  One  hour  in  the  consideration  of 
important  questionss — for  they  could  not  meet  before  10  o'clock — 
would  not  enable  them  to  do  justice  to  them.  And  it  was  with 
a  view  to  expedite  and  faciUtate,  not  to  delay,  the  operations 
of  the  House  that  this  motion  was  made.  He  hoped  it  would 
be  adopted. 

Mr.  Garnett  wanted  to  know  why  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  could  not  meet  at  nine  o'clock,  as  does  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Gartrell  said  that  they  did  sometimes  meet  at  half-past 
nine,  but  that  did  not  give  sufficient  time  for  business. 

Mr.  Miles  said  that  when  the  subject  was  up  formerly  for 
consideration,  and  the  hour  of  meeting  was  changed  to  eleven 
o'clock  he  was  not  present;  had  he  been  he  would  have  opposed. 
He  must  say,  that  to  meet  in  committee  at  nine  o'clock  every  day, 
come  into  the  House  at  eleven,  sit  until  four  or  five,  or,  if  neces- 
sary, even  later,  attending  to  department  business,  as  was  their 
duty  as  representatives,  and  attend  also  to  business  correspond- 
ence, was  more  than  a  man  could  endure,  even  were  he  in  a  most 
robust  state  of  health.  As  for  himself,  he  was  not  remarkably 
robust,  and  he  was  inclined  to  the  opinion  that  one  must  impair 
his  own  usefulness.  He  thought  if  the  House  met  at  twelve  and 
sat  until  four  they  could  transact  all  the  business  before  it. 

Mr.  Wilcox,  of  Texas,  remarked  that  when  Zeno,  the  philo- 
sopher, enquired  how  he  should  act  and  live,  the  response  was, 
"Enquire  of  the  dead."  If  we  will  enquire  of  the  dead,  of  our 
forefathers,  in  the  old  Congress,  during  the  peculiar  times  of 
the  Revolution,  we  will  find  that  they  met  at  eight  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  adjourned  an  hour  for  dinner,  and  then  met  again. 
A  remarkable  member  of  that  Congress  served  upon  ninety-five 
committees  out  of  the  one  hundred  and  ten  congressional  com- 
mittees. He  worked  night  and  day.  Mr.  Wilcox  did  not  like  to 
refer  to  a  man  from  the  North,  for  an  example,  but  John 
Adams  was  a  remarkable  man,  and  one  of  the  great  men  of  the 
Revolution.  The  members  certainly  ought,  between  the  hours 
of  eight  and  eleven,  to  be  able  to  discharge  all  the  business  of 
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the  committees,  and  other  business  besides.     He  should  oppose 
any  change  in  the  rules. 

Mr.  Miles  said  that  he  did  not  think  we  could  be  justly  com- 
pared to  our  forefathers.  Our  sires  were  long  lived,  while  we, 
their  sons,  are  dwindled  down  to  three  score  years — a  puny  and 
degenerate  race.  We  are  not  capable  of  working  as  hard  as 
they.  He  hoped  the  House  would  change  the  hour.  He  called 
the  question. 

Mr.  Garnett  said  he  would  vote  for  the  resolution  if  it  was 
amended  so  as  to  insert  "we  being  a  puny  and  degenerate  race." 
(Laughter.)  He  called  the  yeas  and  nays,  but  the  call  was  not 
sustained. 

The  resolution  was  passed  fixing  the  hour  of  meeting  at  twelve 
o'clock. 

Army  Bill 

Mr.  Pryor  introduced  a  bill  fixing  the  rank  and  pay  of  adju- 
tants and  first  sergeants.     Referred. 

Memorial  and  Rules  of  the  House 
Mr.  Chambliss  introduced  a  memorial  on  the  subject  of  pen- 
sions.   Referred. 

Mr.  Russell,  gave  notice  that  he  would,  at  some  future  time, 
move  to  amend  the  rules  of  the  House. 

Postmasters 

Mr.  Smith  offered  a  resolution  that  the  Committee  on  Post- 
Offices  and  Post-Roads  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  reporting  a  bill  to  prevent  the  appointment,  as  post- 
masters, of  persons  between  eighteen  and  forty-five  years  of  age, 
where  the  compensation  is  under  seventy-five  dollars  per  annum.; 
but  such  appointment  shall  be  made  with  reference  to  those  per- 
sons who,  by  bodily  infirmity,  age  or  sickness,  are  exempt  from 
military  duty. 

The  object  of  the  mover  of  the  bill  was  mainly  set  forth  in 
the  bill  as  it  read.  He  wished  to  cut  off  from  the  benefit  of  the 
exemption  law  many  persons,  able-bodied  and  active  young  men, 
who  sought  these  offices,  some  of  which  paid  but  ten  dollars  a 
year,  only  for  the  purpose  of  escaping  military  duty.     In  these 
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offices,  where  so  little  exertion  was  required,  persons  could  be 
placed  who  were  unfit  for  the  field,  or,  if  necessary,  some  of  the 
noble  women  of  our  country  could  be  looked  to  perform  these 
duties.    The  bilfwas  referred  to  the  Postal  Committee. 

Miscellaneous 

Mr.  Ralls,  of  Alabama,  offered  a  resolution  that  the  Committee 
on  Claims  be  instructed  to  report  a  bill  providing  for  the  pay- 
ment of  persons  engaged  in  taking  the  last  census.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Swann  asked  unanimous  consent  to  introduce  a  bill  ap- 
pointing a  chief  laboratorian,  and  for  other  purposes.     Referred. 

Mr.  Kenner,  of  Louisiana,  was  instructed  by  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  to  ask  that  so  much  of  the  report  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Navy  as  refers  to  estimates  for  the  next  quarter  of 
the  fiscal  year  be  referred  to  that  committee.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Barksdale  asked  that  the  bill  be  immediately  put  upon  its 
passage,  as  it  was  necessary  to  the  office  of  the  Postmaster- 
General  that  he  should  make  proposals  for  carrying  the  mails. 
The  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  Pryor  reported  from  the  Military  Committee  a  bill  to  con- 
tinue in  office  major  and  brigadier-generals  of  the  provisional 
army.     Laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Foote,  it  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for 
Monday  next. 

Mr.  Pryor  also  reported  a  bill  for  the  suppression  of  intoxica- 
tion in  the  army  of  the  Confederate  States.  Printed  and  laid 
on  the  table. 

Burning  of  Cotton  and  Tobacco 

The  unfinished  business  of  yesterday  now  came  up  in  order, 
being  the  consideration  of  the  bill  introduced  by  Mr.  Foote,  of 
Tennessee,  providing  for  the  burning  of  cotton  and  tobacco,  and 
the  substitute  offered  by  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  Barksdale,  of  Mississippi,  desired,  before  the  vote  was 
taken  on  his  amendment,  which  was  the  first  in  order,  to  amend 
it  further,  as  its  effect  would  be  partially  destroyed  by  the  last 
amendment  adopted  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Gartrell  objected. 
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The  amendment  of  Mr.  Barksdale  being  put  to  the  vote  was 
defeated. 

The  question  now  recurring  on  the  substitution  of  the  report 
of  the  Mihtary  Committee  for  the  original  bill — 

Mr.  Tibbs  called  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  substitute  was  adopted — yeas  66,  nays  13. 

Mr.  Gardinhire  called  the  ayes  and  noes  on  the  passage  of  the 
substitute,  which  was  passed — yeas  70,  nays  10. 

Mr.  Miles  now  introduced  the  resolution  from  the  Military 
Committee,  that  the  bill  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  who  shall  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting  a 
bill  providing  for  the  compensation  of  loyal  citizens  whose  cotton, 
tobacco  and  other  property  shall  be  destroyed  by  military  au- 
thority, by  the  owners  thereof,  or  otherwise,  to  prevent  it  from 
falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 

Mr.  Gray,  of  Texas,  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  "enquire 
into  the  expediency  of,"  and  instruct  the  committee  to  report  a 
bill  for  the  purpose  above  named. 

Mr.  Read,  of  Kentucky,  called  the  ayes  and  noes. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to — 36  yeas,  nays  45  [?]. 

Mr.  Kenner  suggested  the  propriety  of  referring  the  subject  to 
the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  instead  of  the  Judiciary.  It 
was  eminently  connected  with  the  subject  of  finance,  and  all  such 
properly  belonged  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Miles  said  it  was  not  optional  on  his  part;  he  had  been 
instructed  by  the  Military  Committee  to  move  its  reference  to  the 
Judiciary   Committee. 

Mr.  Conrad  hoped  it  would  not  be  referred  to  that  committee ; 
he  knew  very  well  what  their  report  would  be.  Refer  it  to  any 
other  committee,  he  did  not  care  what,  so  it  did  not  go  to  that  one. 

Mr.  Gardinhire  moved  to  lay  the  motion  on  the  table.  Agreed 
to — yeas  6r,  nays  19. 

Leave  of  Absence 

Mr.  Holcombe,  of  Virginia,  stated  that  his  colleague,  Mr. 
Goode,  was  called  home  by  the  sudden  illness  of  a  member  of  his 
family,  and  asking  that  he  be  excused.     Agreed  to. 
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Passports 

Mr.  Swan,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  reported 
a  bill  regulating  the  granting  of  passports,  and  substituted  in  lieu 
of  the  bill  referred  to  another  bill,  which  provides  that  any  pass- 
port granted  to  persons  going  from  the  Confederate  States  to 
foreign  countries  shall  be  given  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  and 
shall  not  be  effective  unless  signed  by  that  officer  and  have  at- 
tached the  seal  of  his  office. 

Mr.  Miles  hoped  that  bill  would  not  be  put  on  the  calendar,  but 
upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Perkins  said  that  the  original  bill  embraced  three  pro- 
positions— one  relating  to  the  granting  of  passports  to  soldiers 
going  to  or  from  our  camps,  one  to  civilians  within  our  lines,  and 
the  other  relating  to  those  persons  going  to  foreign  countries. 
The  committee  had  adopted  this  in  preference,  as  special  action 
was  called  for  in  the  premises. 

The  bill  was  postponed  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for 
Saturday  at  one  o'clock. 

Mr.  Foote,  from  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs,  reported 
that  they  had  had  under  consideration  a  bill  to  send  commis- 
sioners to*  represent  the  Confederate  States  in  the  Industrial  Ex- 
hibition to  be  held  in  London  in  the  year  1862.  They  reported 
back  the  same,  and  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  subject,  and  that  the  bill  lie  on  the  table. 

He  reported  also  that  the  committee  had  under  consideration 
the  resolution  requesting  the  President  to  communicate  to  the 
House  any  information  he  may  possess  concerning  certain  foreign 
vessels  in  the  Chesapeake  Bay  at  this  time,  and  whether  they  are 
here  for  the  purpose  of  exporting  cotton,  tobacco,  and  other 
articles  from  the  Confederate  States.  The  committee  report,  as 
an  amendment,  "if  he  deem  it  not  incompatible  with  the  public 
interest,  "  which  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Foote  also  reported  back  a  bill  which  had  been  referred 
to  the  committee  for  the  sending  of  additional  commissioners  to 
foreign  governments,  and  was  instructed  by  the  committee  to  re- 
quest that  the  same  be  considered  immediately  in  secret  session. 

The  doors  were  accordingly  closed,  and  without  re-opening  the 
House  adjourned. 
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Friday,  March  7,  1862. 

SENATE 

The  Senate  assembled  at  noon.  Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dun- 
can, of  the  M.  E.  Church. 

Admission  of  Cabinet  Officers 
Mr.  Maxwell,  of  Florida,  offered  the  following  resolution: 

"Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Judiciary  be  in- 
structed to  prepare  and  report  a  bill  to  carry  into  effect 
the  latter  clause  of  the  second  part  of  section  sixth  of 
the  Constitution." 

This  clause,  Mr,  Maxwell  said,  relates  to  the  authority  given 
by  Congress  tO'  admit  cabinet  officers  to  the  floor  of  the  Senate, 
with  certain  privileges.  He  did  not  know  that  any  of  the  cabinet 
officers  particularly  desired  these  privileges,  but  he  thought  that 
if  there  was  a  time  w^hen  the  presence  of  cabinet  officers  was 
needful  in  Congress  it  was  peculiarly  the  present. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Arkansas,  could  not  perceive  any  necessity  for 
such  a  bill  at  present.  He  hoped  that  the  subject  would  at  least 
not  be  brought  up  until  the  matter  of  the  cabinet  itself  was  dis- 
posed of.  He  did  not  know  that  there  was  any  especial  neces- 
sity for  the  measure  at  all;  at  all  events,  it  was  a  matter  for 
grave  and  serious  consideration. 

Mr.  Barnwell  suggested  that  the  resolution  be  modified  so  as 
to  make  it  one  of  enquiry  as  to  expediency,  instead  of  instruction, 
which,  being  assented  to  by  the  mover,  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Enrolled  Bill 

Mr.  Maxwell,  from  the  Committee  on  Enrolments  and  Engross- 
ments, reported  the  correct  enrolment  of  the  bill  pledging  the 
faith  of  the  government  for  maintaining  the  territorial  integrity 
of  the  Confederacy. 

Pay  of  Assistant  Clerks 

Mr.  Haynes,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  reconsider  that  part  of 
the  bill  passed  yesterday  regarding  the  pay  of  officers  of  the      ■ 
Senate,  which  relates  to  the  compensation  of  the  assistant  clerks, 
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allowing  each  $1,500  per  annum.  He  understood  that  the  two 
clerks  alluded  to  were  often  engaged  until  twelve  o'clock  at  night 
in  the  performance  of  their  duties,  and  he  thought  their  com- 
pensation should  be  higher. 

Mr.  Barnwell  could  not  understand  how  an  increase  of  com- 
pensation could  lighten  their  labours  or  render  them  more  ef- 
ficient for  their  performance.  If  any  measure  was  necessary, 
the  most  appropriate  step  would  be  to  increase  the  force  of  the 
clerk's  department. 

Mr.  Haynes  replied  that  his  idea  was,  by  holding  out  a  larger 
reward,  at  least  to  sustain  their  midnight  toil.  A  better  com- 
pensation, he  thought,  would  be  fairer. 

Mr.  Clark,  of  Missouri — In  other  words,  "the  labourer  is 
worthy  of  his  hire." 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  lost. 

The  Senate  then  went  into  executive  session. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

The  House  met  at  12  M.,  and  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Ford.     The  journal  was  read  and  approved. 

Leave  of  Absence 

Mr.  Breckinridge,  of  Kentucky,  was  excused  from  attendance 
on  the  sessions  of  the  House,  in  consequence  of  illness  of  his 
family. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia,  was  desired  by  his  colleague,  Mn 
Chambliss,  to  request  leave  of  absence,  in  consequence  of  per- 
sonal indisposition. 

Additional  Troops 

Mr.  Chilton  had,  some  days  ago,  offered  a  resolution  instruct- 
ing the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  to  enquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  raising  two  hundred  thousand  troops  in  addition  to 
those  already  provided  for  by  the  Governors  of  the  several  States : 
Also,  for  the  purpose  of  providing  cars  for  the  public  service. 
Mr.  Chilton  said  he  was  aware  of  the  amount  of  labour  imposed 
on  that  committee,  but  he  would  ask  when  it  was  likely  to  report 
on  that  subject. 
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Mr.  Miles  said  the  committee  had  had  the  subject  under  care- 
ful consideration  for  some  time  past,  and  would,  at  the  proper 
time,  report  a  bill  in  relation  thereto. 

Fortifications 

Mr.  Hunley  offered  a  resolution  that  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  instructed  to  enquire  into  the 
expediency  of  erecting  fortifications  forthwith  on  the  Mississippi 
river,  at  or  near  the  following  places,  to-wit:  Memphis,  Ten- 
nessee ;  Helena,  Napoleon,  Montgomery,  point  on  the  Arkansas 
river;  Natchez,  and  at  the  mouth  of  the  Red  river,  in  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  and  that  they  be  required  to  report,  by  bill  or  other- 
wise, at  an  early  day.     Agreed  to. 

■;  Miscellaneous 

Mr.  Royston  introduced  a  bill  to  repeal  all  laws  imposing  duty 
upon  all  articles  brought  into  the  Confederate  States  from  foreign 
countries,  except,  however,  goods  imported  from  the  United 
States. 

Mr.  Curry,  of  Alabama,  said  that  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
had  a  resolution  on  the  same  subject  under  consideration,  and  he 
would  amend  by  striking  out  "foreign  affairs,"  and  inserting 
''commerce."    Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Dorkins,  of  Florida,  introduced  a  bill  for  the  relief  of 
Joseph  S.  Arnough.     Referred. 

Mr.  Wright  gave  notice  (it  requiring  two  days'  previous  notice) 
of  his  intention  to  offer  certain  amendments  to  the  rules  of  the 
House. 

Mr.  Davidson  presented  a  memorial,  which  was  appropriately 
referred. 

Mr.  Villere  offered  a  resolution  that  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs  be  instructed  to  inform  the  House  what  appropriation 
would  be  required  to  construct  ten  small  screw  steamers  capable 
of  carrying  three  or  four  heavy  guns,  and  where  they  can  be 
built  at  the  greatest  advantage.     Referred. 

Mr.  Villere  also  asked  leave  to  lay  before  the  House  a  com- 
munication from  a  prominent  merchant  of  New  Orleans,  and  a 
man  of  high  reputation  as  an  architect. 
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Mr.  McLean,  of  North  Carolina,  offered  resolution  that  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the 
expediency  of  reporting  a  bill  authorizing  State  authorities  to 
tender  troops  to  the  Confederate  Government  by  brigades. 
Agreed  to, 

Mr.  Miles  presented  the  memorial  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Polignac.     Referred. 

He  also  introduced  a  bill  to  purge  the  military  service  of 
ignorant  and  inefficient  officers.     Referred. 

Mr.  Gardinhire  had  been  requested  to  offer  a  resolution  to  the 
effect  that,  while  in  secret  session,  the  Doorkeeper  be  allowed  to 
have  the  services  of  the  Assistant  Doorkeeper. 

Mr.  Holt  moved  to  amend  by  adding,  also  that  the  Clerk  be 
allowed  the  assistance  of  a  journalizing  clerk. 

Mr.  Villere  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table.   Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Foote  introduced  a  bill  to  support  the  public  credit  and 
for  other  purposes. 

The  bill  provides  for  compensation  to  the  owners  of  cotton 
and  tobacco  by  the  purchase  of  the  same  by  the  government,  one- 
fourth  of  the  value  of  said  articles  to  be  paid  forthwith  in  treas- 
ury notes  and  the  remainder  in  bonds  on  the  Confederate  States, 
payable  in  twenty  years,  and  bearing  eight  per  cent  interest. 
The  valuation  of  the  cotton  and  tobacco  to  be  decided  hereafter 
according  to  circumstances. 

Mr.  Kenner  moved  the  bill  be  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Smith  said  the  title  of  the  bill  was  unconstitutional.  The 
Constitution  did  not  admit  of  two  subjects  being  embraced  in 
the  same  bill. 

Mr.  Foote  said  the  bill  did  not  embrace  separate  subjects.  It 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Foote  also  introduced  a  bill  prohibiting  the  exportation 
of  cotton  and  tobacco  at  present  except  in  certain  cases.    Referred. 

Mr.  Wilcox  presented  the  memorial  of  Colonel  Steele,  pray- 
ing for  the  remuneration  of  property  which  had  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  the  enemy.     Referred. 

Mr.  Lyons  introduced  a  bill  regulating  the  pay  of  clerks  of 
the  Confederate  States  courts.     Referred. 
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Mr.  Dejarnette  presented  a  memorial  from  certain  citizens  in 
King  George  county.     Referred. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  sundry  communications 
from  the  President. 

Executive  Communications 

A  communication  transmitting  the  report  of  the  Postmaster- 
General.  The  report  sets  forth  that  the  post-route  expenses  for 
the  year  1863  shall  be  paid  out  of  its  own  revenue.  It  also 
presents  the  detailed  costs  of  the  postal  service  in  the  several 
States  of  Kentucky  and  Missouri. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wright,  the  report  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Post-Offices  and  Post-Roads. 

Also,  an  executive  communication  in  response  to  a  resolution 
of  the  House  of  Representatives,  of  the  4th  instant,  calling  for 
a  copy  of  the  official  report  of  the  battle  of  Roanoke  Island. 

The  report  has  not  yet  been  received,  but  is  daily  looked  for, 
when  a  copy  of  the  same  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  House. 

Bills  Passed 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  informing  the  House 
of  the  passage  by  that  body  of  the  House  bill  creating  the  office 
of  commanding  general  of  the  army  of  the  Confederate  States. 

Also,  a  message  from  the  Senate  announcing  the  passage  of  a 
House  bill  regulating  the  pay  of  members  of  the  Provisional 
Congress,  and  providing  for  the  pay  of  their  mileage.  The 
Senate  had  amended  the  House  bill  by  striking  out  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Curry,  which  stipulates  that  said  members  shall 
not  be  entitled  to  constructive  mileage. 

After  some  discussion,  the  bill  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Garland, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Pay  and  Mileage. 

Destruction  of  Cotton  and  Tobacco 
The  Senate  also  informed  the  House  of  the  passage  by  that 
body  of   a   bill   to   regulate  the   destruction   of   property   under 
military  necessity,  and  providing  for  the  indemnity  thereof. 
Mr.  Bonham  moved  that  the  bill  be  put  upon  its  passage. 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia,  moved  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary. 
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Mr.  Qiilton  said  that,  in  his  opinion,  the  matter  had  been  fully 
considered  by  the  House,  and  the  House  had  as  well  prepare  to 
vote  upon  it  now. 

Mr.  Bonham  hoped  the  motion  to  refer  would  be  voted  down. 
The  Senate  had  passed  the  bill,  and  it  would  be  better  to  put  it 
upon  its  passage. 

Mr.  Smith  rose  to  speak. 

Mr.  Foote  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  The  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia could  not  speak  twice  on  the  same  question  until  the  mem- 
bers who  wished  to  address  the  House  should  have  done  so. 

The  Chair  sustained  the  point  of  order. 

Mr.  Foote  said  he  wanted  to  speak  himself.     (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Swan  said  he  could  not  see  the  use  of  postponing  the 
motion ;  the  question  had  been  put  to  the  House,  and  the  vote  had 
been  taken  upon  it.  The  Senate  bill  provides  for  the  payment 
of  losses  of  property  under  the  sequestration  act.  It  was  known 
that  large  estates  were  owned  South  by  persons  North,  and  per- 
sons South  had  also  large  estates  North.  The  sequestration  act 
was  for  the  purpose  of  indemnifying  those  who  had  property 
North  by  the  sequestration  of  Northern  property  South.  He 
would  oppose  the  bill  upon  the  ground  of  this  law,  and  moved 
its  reference. 

Mr,  Foote  was  entirely  opposed  to  the  motion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Virginia  (Mr.  Smith)  to  refer  the  bill.  This  bill  of  the 
Senate  provided  for  the  compensation  of  those  who  suffered  by 
the  loss  of  the  destruction  of  their  property.  He  thought  there 
ought  to  be  a  recompense,  and  that  the  loss  should  not  fall  al- 
together upon  them.     He  should  vote  for  the  Senate  bill. 

Mr.  Moore,  of  Kentucky,  could  not  concur  in  the  views  taken 
by  the  distinguished  member  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Foote).  The 
bill  ought  to  go  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary.  The  House 
ought  not  speedily  to  pass  this  bill. 

Mr.  Miles  said  that  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky  was  labour- 
ing under  an  erroneous  impression.  It  would  be  recollected  that 
the  House  bill,  which  was  passed  yesterday,  originally  allowed 
compensation  to  losers  of  property;  but,  as  it  was  amended  and 
adopted,  it  provided  for  and  ordered  the  destruction  of  property 
without  making  any  provision  for  the  compensation.    The  Senate 
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bill  he  (Mr.  Miles)  was  in  favour  of,  as  it  not  only  ordered  the 
destruction,  but  provided  at  least,  in  some  degree,  for  the  in- 
demnity of  the  owners.  The  reason  of  the  sudden  passage  of 
the  bill  on  yesterday  was,  no  doubt,  because  members  were  de- 
sirous of  hastening  the  effect  of  the  bill,  not  that  they  were  un- 
willing to  indemnify  owners;  and  now  he  would  appeal  to  those 
who  voted  for  the  amendment,  striking  out  the  compensation  in 
the  bill  of  yesterday,  to  accede  to  the  proposition  of  the  Senate 
and  pass  their  bill,  in  order  that  it  might  go  into  immediate  effect. 
If  this  bill  went  to  the  Judiciary  Committee,  and  then  back  to 
the  Senate,  it  would  be  at  least  ten  days  before  they  could  have  it 
passed  at  all.  He  hoped  the  bill  would  be  put  upon  its  final 
passage. 

Mr.  Boyce,  of  South  Carolina,  said  that  if  we  were  going  to 
pass  such  a  bill  as  to  burn  the  cotton,  beware  of  what  we  did,  for 
we  were  in  danger  of  doing  away  with  the  great  source  of  credit 
of  our  treasury. 

Mr.  Gray,  of  Texas,  said  that  the  sequestration  act  was  merely 
pledging  the  faith  of  the  government  to  our  citizens.  We  must 
fight  this  war  by  faith,  for  we  have  nothing  else  to  look  to.  As 
was  said  by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  Mr.  Boyce, 
''Audacity,  audacity,  AUDACITY  is  the  key  to  success."  And 
what  is  audacity  but  faith.  The  faith  of  the  government  is 
pledged  in  this  matter. 

Mr.  Dupre  thought  the  bill  ought  to  be  referred  to  the  proper 
committee. 

Mr.  Singleton  was  in  favour  of  compensating  for  losses  sus- 
tained by  destroying  property  when  it  was  in  danger  of  being 
taken  by  the  enemy,  therefore  he  was  in  favour  of  the  Senate 
bill. 

Mr.  Crockett  preferred  to  vote  for  the  bill  passed  by  the 
House  in  preference  to  the  Senate  bill.  He  referred  to  the 
march  of  Napoleon  into  Russia,  when  Napoleon  read  his  fate 
unmistakably  written  in  the  flames  that  rose  from  the  great  city 
of  Moscow;  and  when  he  entreated  the  Russian  general  not  to 
wage  war  in  that  horrible  manner,  the  answer  was,  *T  cannot 
restrain  the  patriotism  of  my  people." 

Let  this  be  said  of  the  Southern  people.     Let  them  burn,  and 
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when  the  question  is  asked  why  we  wage  war  in  this  way,  say 
the  patriotism  of  the  Southern  people  cannot  be  restrained.  The 
cry  is  given  out,  gather,  gather,  gather,  and  let  it  be  proclaimed 
that  while  there  are 

''Leaves  in  the  forest  and  foam  on  the  river 
The  South  shall  be  stainless  forever." 

In  Kentucky  every  Southern  man  is  marked.  Six  of  the  Ken- 
tucky delegation  have  been  indicted  for  treason  by  the  Northern 
Government.  There  the  military  authorities  cannot  have  access 
to  the  tobacco  to  burn  it,  and  it  must  be  done  by  the  owners 
themselves. 

Mr.  Russell  thought  the  bill  should  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee for  consideration.  He  was  in  favour  of  paying  owners 
of  property  out  of  the  sequestration  fund. 

Mr.  Pugh,  of  Alabama,  offered  an  amendment  that  persons 
whose  property  is  destroyed  as  above  specified  shall  be  preferred 
to  property  of  persons  which  shall  have  been  sequestered  or  con- 
fiscated by  the  Government  of  the  United  States  or  any  State 
thereof. 

Mr.  Smith  called  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  the  amendment  was 
lost — yeas  11,  nays  73. 

Mr.  Lyons,  of  Virginia,  offered  an  amendment  that  the  pay- 
ments be  made  pro  rata  according  to  the  claims  upon  the  fund. 
Lost. 

Mr.  Russell  offered  an  amendment  looking  to  the  establish- 
ment of  claims  before  the  same  should  be  paid.     Lost. 

Mr.  Smith  called  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

The  bill  passed — yeas  72,  nays  13. 

Mr.  Russell  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  bill 
was  passed.     Lost. 

Miscellaneous 

The  House  took  up  Senate  bill  regulating  compensation  of 
members  of  Congress. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gartrell,  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Pay  and  Mileage. 

Mr.  Rawls  moved  to  adjourn.     Lost. 

The  Speaker  announced  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday 
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as  next  in  order,  being  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  in  reference  to  the  sending  of  two 
additional  commissioners  to  foreign  governments. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gartrell  the  House  resolved  itself  into  secret 
session,  and  having  re-opened  adjourned. 


Saturday,  March  8th,   1862. 

SENATE 

The  Senate  assembled  at  12  o'clock.  Prayer  was  offered  by 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Duncan.  The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and 
approved. 

Postal  Privileges 

Mr.  Baker,  of  Florida,  presented  a  bill  entitled  ''An  act  relat- 
ing to  the  pre-payment  of  postage,"  enacting  that  all  newspaper 
documents,  and  other  matter  authorized  by  law  to  be  transmitted 
through  the  mails  of  the  Confederate  States,  which  may  bear 
the  signature  of  any  member  of  Congress,  need  not  be  prepaid — 
the  postage  to  be  collected  on  delivery  [S.  13]. 

The  act  of  the  Provisional  Congress  provided  the  law  in 
regard  to  letters. 

The  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Post-Offices  and 
Post-Roads. 

Courts  of  Judiciary 

Mr.  Semmes,  of  Louisiana,  presented  a  bill  to  repeal  sections 
545  and  546  of  "An  act  of  the  Provisional  Congress  to  establish 
the  Judiciary  Courts  of  the  Confederate  States,  approved  March 
i6th,  1861."  The  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Judiciary 
without  explanation    [S.   14]. 

Compensation  for  Horses  Lost  in  Service 

Mr.  Haynes,  of  Tennessee,  presented  a  bill  providing  for  pay 
for  horses  lost  in  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States — enact- 
ing that  the  owner,  whether  field,  staff  or  other  officer,  or 
private,  or  volunteer,  who  shall  lose  his  horse  in  action,  or  by 
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any  of  the  inevitable  accidents  of  transportation,  such  as  drown- 
ing, breaking  down,  &c.,  which  may  not  have  been  the  fault  of 
the  owner,  or  shall  have  [lost]  any  of  his  equipage,  without  his 
fault,  shall  be  paid  the  appraised  value  of  such  animal  or 
equipage. 

Mr.  Haynes  said  that  he  was  induced  to  offer  this  bill  by  having 
learned  from  some  of  the  chief  otflficers  who  were  engaged  in  the 
battle  of  Fishing  Creek  that  a  large  number  of  horses  belonging 
to  the  cavalry,  in  being  driven  across  the  river  to  keep  them  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  were  drowned,  and  a  portion  swam 
back  and  were  captured.  He  thought  that  compensation  in  such 
cases  was  equitable  and  proper.  The  bill  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military. 

Increase  of  Pay  in  the  Army 

Mr.  Haynes  offered  the  following  resolution: 

''Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
be  requested  to  report  a  bill  to  the  Senate  to  increase  the 
necessary  pay  of  the  volunteers  who  are  now,  or  shall 
hereafter  be,  engaged  in  the  service  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America,  as  follows:  The  sergeant-major  of 
cavalry,  $25;  first  sergeants,  $24;  sergeants,  $21;  cor- 
porals, farriers  and  blacksmiths,  $17;  musicians,  $17; 
privates,  $15." 

The  non-commissioned  officers,  artificers,  musicians  and 
privates  serving  in  light  batteries  to  have  the  same  pay  of  those 
of  cavalry. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barnwell,  the  resolution  was  made  one  of 
enquiry  as  to  the  expediency  of  reporting  such  a  bill,  and  was 
then  passed. 

Resolutions  of  the  same  purport,  passed  by  the  legislatures  of 
Louisiana,  Georgia  and  Virginia  were  presented  by  Messrs.  Spar- 
row, Hill  and  Hunter,  and  referred,  together  with  the  above,  to 
the  Committee  on  Military. 

Postmaster-General's  Report 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Oldham,  from  the  Committee  on  Post- 
Offices  and  Post-Roads,  one  hundred  copies  of  the  report  of  the 
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Postmaster-General  were  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
the  Senate. 

The  Senate  then  went  into  executive  session. 

Resolutions  of  Enquiry 

The  doors  were  re-opened  in  the  course  of  an  hour,  and  the 
following  resolutions  were  adopted: 

By  Mr.  Phelan — That  the  MiHtary  Committee  be  instructed  to 
enquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  for  the  employment  and 
payment  of  negro  musicians  in  the  army  of  the  Confederate 
States. 

By  Mr.  Semmes — That  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs  [be] 
directed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing,  by  law,  for 
promotions  in  the  navy,  or  the  conferring  of  brevet  rank,  based 
on  distinguished  service  or  gallant  conduct  in  naval  engagements, 
during  the  present  war,  and  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

By  Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama — That  the  Committete  on  Accounts 
be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  proper  method  of  auditing  the 
accounts  of  Senators  and  officers  of  the  Senate,  of  certifying  the 
same,  of  issuing  drafts  on  the  treasury  for  the  payment  thereof, 
and  also  the  method  of  disbursing  the  contingent  fund,  and  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  at  the  hour  of  twelve 
M.,  and  was  opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  Dr.  Ford,  of  Kentucky. 
The  proceedings  of  yesterday  were  read  and  approved. 

Personal 

Mr.  Currin  announced  the  presence  of  his  colleague,  Mr.  J.  W. 
C.  Atkins,  of  Tennessee,  who-  took  the  required  oath. 

Mr.  Swan,  of  Tennessee,  had  not  opposed  the  Senate  bill  of 
yesterday  concerning  the  destruction  of  cotton  and  tobacco,  but 
was  in  favour  of  the  bill,  and  voted  for  upon  its  passage. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  Senate  bill  to  regulate  the 
compensation  of  officers  of  the  Senate.  Referred  to  Committee 
on  Rules  and  Officers  of  the  House. 
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Manufacture  of  Arms 

Mr.  Chilton  offered  a  resolution  that  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs  be  instructed  to  prepare  and  report  to  the  House  at  the 
earliest  practicable  moment  a  bill  giving  suitable  encouragement 
to  the  manufacture  of  arms,  gunpowder,  and  other  munitions  of 
war  in  the  Confederate  States.     Agreed  to. 

Executive  Officers 

Mr.  Boyston,  of  Alabama,  offered  a  resolution  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  be  requested  to  report  what  officers  would 
act  as  President  and  Vice-President  of  the  Confederate  States 
in  case  of  the  removal  of  President  and  Vice-President,  or  of 
their  death,  resignation,  or  inability  to  discharge  the  duties  of 
said  offices.     Agreed  to. 

Iron  Interests 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Georgia,  presented  a  communication  from 
Colonel  Wade  S.  Cottran,  President  of  Bank  of  the  Empire 
State,  in  reference  to  the  iron  interests. 

The  leading  idea  of  the  communication  was  that  the  iron  in- 
terest has  suffered  for  the  want  of  tariff  for  permanent  protec- 
tion. The  iron  interest  was  sufficiently  remunerative,  but  parties 
declined  to  take  any  steps  in  the  matter  for  fear  that,  in  case  of 
a  termination  of  the  war,  foreign  iron  would  be  brought  in,  and 
thus  destroy  all  remuneration.  The  parties  pray  for  a  protective 
tariff  for  a  limited  number  of  years.  The  communication  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Military  Investigations 

Mr.  Burnett,  of  Kentucky,  offered  a  resolution  that  a  com- 
mittee be  appointed  to  investigate  the  cause  of  the  recent  dis- 
aster, &c.,  at  Fort  Donelson,  and  that  they  be  instructed  to  re- 
port to  this  House  who  was  the  commanding  general  at  Fort 
Donelson  during  the  recent  engagement  at  that  point,  who  was  the 
second  in  command,  and  who  was  the  third  in  command;  also 
why  it  was  that  the  two  senior  generals  in  command  abandoned 
the  position,  leaving  the  junior  general  to  surrender.  Also,  to 
report  why  the  transports  there  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Donelson 
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were  not  used  to  removing  our  forces  from  the  presence  of  an 
overwhelming  foe.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Atkins,  of  Tennessee,  said  that  if  it  was  intended  to  in- 
vestigate, he  would  move  also  to  amend  by  enquiring  also  into  the 
evacuation  of  Nashville  and  Bowling  Green. 

Mr.  Foote  said  that  there  was  already  before  the  committee 
a  resolution  instructing  them  to  enquire  into  the  evacuation  of 
Nashville. 

Mr.  Atkins  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Miscellaneous 
Mr.  Bell,  of  Missouri,  offered  the  following: 

"Resolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  report- 
ing a  bill  authorizing  the  payment,  at  the  Confederate 
seat  of  government,  of  taxes  levied  by  act  of  Congress  on 
property  of  citizens  residing  out  of  the  State  or  States 
in  which  said  property  may  be  located."    Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Miles  presented  the  memorial  of  Rev.  Moses  D.  Hoge,  of 
the  city  of  Richmond,  on  the  subject  of  chaplaincies.     Referred. 

Mr.  Heiskell  presented  the  petition  of  Captain  Floyd  Bailer 
[not  distinct,  may  be  Bailer].  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

Important  Resolution — Foreign  Relations 
Mr.  Swan,  of  Tennessee,  offered  the  following: 

''Whereas,  it  has  become  manifest  that  the  Govern- 
ment of  Great  Britain,  unmindful  of  the  true  interests 
of  that  country,  and  in  disregard  of  that  policy  which 
has  hitherto  characterized  the  action  of  enlightened 
nations,  declares  [declines]  so  far  to  recognize  the  ex- 
istence of  the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States  of 
America;  therefore 

''Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States 
of  America,  That  the  President  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  re- 
quested to  withdraw  from  Great  Britain  commissioners 
heretofore  sent  thither,  and  leave  the  government  of  that 
country  henceforth  to  pursue  such  policy  as  it  may 
deem  best  without  solicitation  or  suggestion  on  the  part 
of  this  government."  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Foreign  Affairs, 
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pontooneers 

Mr.  Pryor  offered  a  resolution  that  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  organizing 
a  corps  of  heavy  artillery,  in  order  to  provide  instructed  artillery- 
men for  our  fixed  batteries  and  forts.     Agreed  to. 

Memorial 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia,  presented  a  memorial  from  Thomas 
R.  Love,  of  Fairfax  county.    Referred. 

Secret  Session 

Mr.  Gartrell,  of  Georgia,  said  that  he  had  some  important 
information  to  communicate  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judi- 
ciary, and  had  been  instructed  to  ask  its  immediate  considera- 
tion in  secret  session.  The  House  accordingly  went  into  secret 
session. 


Monday,  March  10,  1862. 

SENATE 

The  Senate  assembled  at  12  o'clock.  Prayer  by  the  Right 
Rev.  Bishop  Johns. 

Petition  Against  Sunday  Mail  Carrying 

The  President  laid  before  the  Senate  a  private  letter  from 
Mr.  Dixon,  dated  at  Milford,  Texas,  urging  the  propriety  of 
putting  a  stop  to  mail  carrying  on  the  Sabbath  day,  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Post-Offices  and  Post-Roads. 

Leave  of  Absence 

Mr.  Maxwell,  of  Arkansas,  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  ab- 
sence for  his  colleague,  Mr.  Baker,  who  was  necessarily  called 
away. 

Census  Claim 

Mr.  Dortch,  of  North  CaroHna,  presented  the  claim  of  William 
N.  Thompson  for  performing  census  work.     Referred. 
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Distillation  of  Grain 

Mr.  Haynes,  of  Tennessee,  presented  a  petition  from  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty  ladies  of  his  State,  asking  for  legislation  against 
the  distillation  of  grain.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

Department  Estimates 

Mr.  Barnwell,  of  South  Carolina,  from  the  Finance  Committee, 
presented  a  bill  prescribing  the  titles  of  the  various  heads  of  de- 
partments to  communicate  their  respective  estimates  to  the  Execu- 
tive [S.  i6].     Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Referred  Business 

Mr.  Mitchell,  of  Arkansas,  from  the  Committee  on  Accounts, 
requested  that  the  committee  be  discharged  from  the  resolution 
referred  to  them  in  relation  to  auditing  the  draft  of  Senators, 
disbursing  the  contingent  fund,  &c.,  and  that  the  same  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Judiciary.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Mississippi,  asked  that  the  Committee  on  Naval 
Affairs  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  the 
resolution  as  to  what  increase  of  war  steamers,  gunboats  and  ap- 
propriations therefor,  were  necessary  at  present  for  the  naval 
service  of  the  Confederacy,  this  subject  being  already  almost  the 
entire  business  before  the  committee. 

Message  from  the  House  and  the  President 

A  message  was  received  from  the  House  of  Representatives 
announcing  that  the  Speaker  of  that  body  had  signed  certain  bills 
recently  passed,  and  also  a  message  in  writing  from  the  Presi- 
dent, which  was  laid  on  the  table.     Agreed  to. 

The  Payment  of  United  States  Census  Takers 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Semmes,  of  Louisiana,  the  bill  was  taken  up 
providing  for  the  payment  of  certain  census-takers  in  Louisiana, 
for  the  year  i860,  the  balance  due  them  by  the  United  States  for 
services  performed.  This  balance  amounted  to  some  $6,000  and 
it  was  proposed  to  disburse  it  from  moneys  seized  by  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  and  transferred  to  the  Confederate  States  Govern- 
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ment,  a  part  of  which  was  originally  intended  by  the  United 
States  Government  for  that  purpose  [S.  5]. 

Mr.  Burnett,  of  Kentucky,  opposed  the  bill  on  the  ground  that 
it  would  open  the  door  tO'  any  number  of  claims  (perhaps  amount- 
ing to  millions  of  dollars)  of  a  similar  nature,  all  of  which  would 
most  properly  be  attended  to  after  a  treaty  of  peace. 

The  subject  was  briefly  discussed  by  the  two  gentlemen,  the 
same  course  of  argument  being  used  as  was  expressed  by  them 
upon  the  introduction  of  the  question  before  the  Senate  a  few 
days  ago. 

In  the  course  of  Mr.  Semmes'  remarks  he  made  the  following 
exhibit  of  money  transferred  to  the  Confederate  States  Govern- 
ment by  the  several  States  named: 

North  Carolina  $  26,200  in  Bullion 

North  Carolina   $     1,075  '^^  Customs 

Louisiana   $457,859  in  Bullion 

Louisiana   $147,875  in  Customs 

Alabama $  18,731  in  Customs 

Georgia    $  23,760  in  Bullion 

Georgia  (Savannah)    $     3,453  in  Customs 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  engrossment  of  the  bill  it  was 
lost. 

The  Senate  then  resolved  itself  into  secret  session. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

The  House  was  called  to  order  at  12  M.,  and  was  opened  with 
prayer  by  Rev.  Moses  D.  Hoge. 

Clerical  Appointments 

Mr.  Miles  asked  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House  to  in- 
troduce a  bill  from  the  MiHtary  Committee  to  increase  the  clerical 
force  of  the  War  Department.  He  said  that  in  the  Quarter- 
master's department  there  were  thirteen  millions  of  accounts  yet 
unsettled.  The  bill  provides  for  an  additional  force  of  twenty 
clerks;  six  at  the  salary  of  $1,500  per  annum;  six  at  $1,200;  and 
eight  at  $1,000.     The  resolution  was  passed. 


128  Southern  Historical*  Society  Papers 

Sergeant  Majors 

Mr.  Dargan  offered  a  resolution  that  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting  a  bill  to  enable 
quartermaster  sergeants  and  sergeant  majors  to  receive  their  pay. 

He  said  that  he  was  not  personally  acquainted  with  the  matter 
in  question,  but  he  had  conversed  with  persons  and  members  who 
had  informed  him  that  quartermasters  and  sergeant  majors  could 
not  be  paid  either  as  commissioned  officers  or  privates ;  and  there 
being  therefore,  a  hietas  [hiatus]  in  the  law  in  that  respect,  he 
hoped  that  a  law  would  be  passed  to  remedy  the  defect.  The 
resolution  was  passed. 

Miscellaneous 

Mr.  Clopton,  of  Alabama,  presented  a  petition  on  the  subject  of 
patents,  which  was  appropriately  referred. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Alabama,  introduced  a  resolution  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  reporting  a  bill  in  reference  to  the  necessities  of  the 
Confederate  prisoners  that  were  taken  at  Fort  Donelson,  and  that 
they  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Chilton,  of  Alabama,  reported  a  bill  from  the  Committee 
on  Postal  Affairs,  entitled  "An  act  to  establish  certain  post  routes 
therein  named."     Passed. 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Arkansas,  had  been  instructed  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  to  report  a  bill  to  establish  Judicial  Courts 
of  the  Confederate  States.     Passed. 

Mr.  Royston,  of  Arkansas,  introduced  a  resolution  that  the 
Committee  on  Public  Buildings  be  instructed  to  report  to  this 
House  what  sum  is  now  being  paid  for  the  use  of  public  build- 
ings in  this  city  for  the  several  departments  of  the  Confederate 
Government.     Passed. 

Cotton  and  Tobacco 

Mr.  Hilton  moved  that  the  subject  in  reference  to  limiting  the 
raising  of'  cotton  and  tobacco  for  the  present  year  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  and  they  be  instructed  to  report 
by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Hilton  said  that  it  had  been  reported  to  us  through  the 
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press  and  otherwise,  that  the  citizens  of  one  of  the  most  distin- 
guished States  of  this  Confederacy  had,  on  motion  in  their  legis- 
lature, adopted  a  plan  entirely  disposing  with,  or  at  least  as  far  as 
possible,  the  raising  of  cotton  for  the  present  year.  He  knew, 
when  this  should  go  out  to  the  country  by  means  of  telegraph 
wires  and  the  press,  that  it  would  excite  to  similar  action  patriotic 
citizens  in  other  portions  of  cotton  growing  States ;  but  there  was 
another  class  on  which  it  will  have  quite  the  contrary  effect. 
There  are,  as  it  is  well  known,  only  a  few,  he  hoped,  who  will 
take  advantage  of,  and  jump  at,  the  opportunity  of  the  patriotism 
exhibited  by  those  to  speculate  and  to  raise  the  price  of  cotton  in 
proportion  to  the  scarcity;  and  therefore  he  hoped  and  thought 
that  Congress  should  take  action  upon  the  subject  in  order  to 
protect  those  who  were  willing  to  sacrifice  their  pecuniary  interest, 
and  not  allow  speculators  to  take  advantage  of  them.  He  moved 
its  reference  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Holt  thought  that  it  had  better  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means,  as  there  was  already  a  bill  to  that 
effect  before  the  committee,  and  would  soon  report. 

Mr.  Kenner,  of  Louisiana,  presented  a  resolution  which  he 
asked  the  House  to  consider  immediately. 

The  resolution  was  to  the  effect  that  the  resolution  of  this  body 
calling  on  the  President  to  furnish  the  House  with  the  estimates 
of  expense  during  the  part  of  the  next  fiscal  year  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby,  repealed,  and  that  he  be  requested  to  furnish  the 
estimates  up  to  the  first  day  of  December,  1862,  at  as  early  a^ 
day  as  practicable.     Passed. 

Volunteer  Navy 

Mr.  Conrad,  of  Louisiana,  moved  to  take  up  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  and  that  it  be  placed  upon  the 
calendar,  which  report  was  with  reference  to  a  bill  to  establish 
a  volunteer  navy.  Placed  upon  the  calendar  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Bruce,  of  Kentucky,  offered  a  resolution  that  the  Door- 
keeper of  the  House  be  instructed  to  secure  two  hundred  dollars 
worth  of  stationery  for  the  use  of  the  committees  of  the  House. 
Passed. 


130  Southern  Historical  Society  Papers 

Mr.  Gaither,  of  North  Carolina,  asked  that  leave  of  absence 
be  granted  to  his  colleague,  Mr.  McDowell,  until  Monday  next. 
Granted; 

He  also  introduced  a  resolution  asking  the  consent  of  the 
House  that  the  committee  employed  to  investigate  the  causes  of 
the  disaster  at  Fort  Donelson  be  authorized  to  employ  a  clerk. 
Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Boyce,  of  North  Carolina,  offered  a  joint  resolution  that 
the  planters  of  the  Confederate  States  do  away,  as  much  as  pos- 
sible, with  the  raising  of  cotton,  and  devote  their  energies  to  the 
raising  of  provisions,  such  as  cattle,  hogs  and  sheep.     Agreed  to. 

Military  Investigations 

Mr.  Currin,  of  Tennessee,  offered  a  resolution  touching  the 
management  of  the  quartermaster's  department  in  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  and  especially  with  regard  to  the  recent  disaster  to 
our  arms  at  Fort  Donelson  and  elsewhere ;  and  more  particularly 
with  reference  to  the  quantity  of  stores — provisions,  munitions 
of  war  and  hospital  stores — which  were  lost  to  the  government 
at  that  place. 

Mr.  Swan,  of  Tennessee,  offered  an  amendment  excepting  the 
commissary  of  that  department. 

Mr.  Currin  said  that  hitherto  he  had  opposed  all  resolutions 
with  reference  to  general  investigation  made  of  the  conduct  of 
officers,  and  he  had  also  opposed  the  investigation  of  the  dis- 
asters at  Nashville  hitherto ;  but  now  he  was  convinced  that  there 
was  need  of  investigation.  Judging  from  what  he  had  heard,  he 
was  sure  that  there  was  fault  somewhere,  and  particularly  in 
the  quartermaster's  department,  for  we  had  lost  stores  and  gov- 
ernment property  at  Nashville  and  at  Fort  Donelson  which  it 
would  be  impossible  for  us  to  replace.  He  was  fully  convinced 
now  that,  although  the  patriotism  of  the  soldiers  of  Tennessee 
was  unbounded,  and  he  knew  that  they  had  done  their  duty — 
private  soldiers  as  well  as  officers — yet,  from  the  surrender  of 
Nashville  and  the  immense  stores,  there  was  a  stain  upon  her 
escutcheon  forever. 

He  had  not  given  heed  to  idle  rumours ;  but,  from  facts  elicited, 
he  had  been  brought  to  the  conclusion  that  there  was  mismanage- 
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ment  somewhere  in  the  department  indicated.  Give  these  officers 
an  opportunity  to  vindicate  themselves;  and,  if  these  rumours 
should  turn  out  to  be  true,  then  let  them  suffer  the  full  extent  of 
the  penalty  which  may  be  imposed  upon  them. 

Mr.  Foote  said  he  hoped  the  resolution  would  be  adopted,  for 
it  was  proper  these  investigations  should  be  made  without  delay 
and  to  the  very  foundation. 

Mr.  Hilton  asked  if  the  committee  was  empowered  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers. 

Mr.  Foote  said  that  the  committee  had  the  implied  power,  but 
he  intended  to  have  the  depositions  of  important  witnesses  prop- 
erly subscribed  and  sworn  to. 

Mr.  Moore,  of  Kentucky,  would  like  to  make  the  motion  that,  if 
this  resolution  is  to  be  debated,  he  hoped  that  the  gentleman  from 
Florida  would  move  that  the  House  go  into  secret  session.  (Cries 
of  "Oh,  no!") 

Mr.  Hilton  said  that  the  endowment  of  the  committees  with 
power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers  might  call  for  [from]  their 
posts  efficient  military  officers,  and  thus  endanger  the  public  in- 
terest. He  was  opposed  to  investigation  by  this  House,  and  he 
was  sorry  to  say  to  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  that  he  must 
oppose  his  resolutions  of  this  character  from  this  time  out.  The 
War  Department  was  the  proper  authority  to  investigate  these 
matters,  and  not  Congress. 

Mr.  Foote  said  that  he  was  mortified  and  surprised  to  hear 
the  opinion  of  the  gentleman  who  had  just  spoken.  That  member 
was  desirous  that  no  investigation  be  made  of  alleged  iniquity  of 
these  serious  and  terrible  disasters  that  have  beclouded  the  glori- 
ous horizon  of  this  Confederacy. 

Mr.  Hilton  said  that  he  did  desire  investigation,  but  he  thought 
it  properly  belonged  to  the  War  Department. 

Mr.  Foote  said  that  he  had  mistaken  the  member's  view  in  that 
respect,  but  he  would  quote  from  authority,  not  very  high  in  his 
estimation,  and  he  hoped  that  he  would  not  long  have  that  au- 
thority to  quote  from.  He  referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and 
that  functionary  had  said  that  he  desired  investigation,  and  hoped 
it  would  be  made  by  Congress.  This  body  was  the  grand  in- 
quisition of  the  nation. 
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Mr.  Atkins  arose  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  the  resolution. 
It  was  known  that  the  people  of  Tennessee  had  lost  confidence  in 
General  Albert  Sidney  Johnston.  He  did  not  think  that  these 
things  should  be  kept  from  the  public  ear.  It  had  come  through 
private  letters  and  and  through  official  correspondence,  and  he 
should  be  recreant  to  the  trust  which  he  owed  to  his  consti- 
tuency if  he  did  not  give  his  support  and  material  aid  in  favour 
of  the  passage  of  this  resolution. 

Mr.  Barksdale  said  that  he  thought  it  would  be  better  that 
these  things  should  be  presented  to  the  House  in  secret  session. 
These  debates  would  introduce  matters  which  should  not  go  to 
the  public. 

Mr.  Atkins  said  that,  while  investigations  were  being  made, 
they  should  also  be  made  into  the  conduct  of  General  Johnston. 
General  Johnston  had  command  of  the  entire  army  of  the  West 
until  General  Beauregard  was  sent  to  Columbus.  He  knew  that 
the  Cumberland  river,  when  swollen,  would  afford  entrance  into 
every  part  of  Tennessee.  He  knew  that  the  Tennessee  river, 
at  high  tide,  would  conduct  the  enemy's  vessels  into  the  very  heart 
of  the  Southern  Confederacy.  He  knew  that  it  would  let  the 
enemy  upon  his  rear.  But  General  Johnston  had  but  one  idea — a 
single  idea — to  make  a  stand  at  Bowling  Green.  It  was  his  great 
idea.  Now  he  would  not  impeach  the  patriotism  and  chivalry  of 
General  Albert  Sidney  Johnston,  but  it  would  be  well  enough  if 
we  took  pattern  from  Lincoln's  government,  and  whenever  a 
general  lost  a  battle  remove  him,  unless  there  was  some  suffi- 
ciently strong  reason  and  justifiable  cause  for  his  failure. 

When  General  Johnston  fell  back  from  Bowling  Green  he  had 
between  ten  and  fifteen  thousand  troops.  Before  he  had  entered 
Nashville  he  had  determined  to  surrender  it.  Before  he  reached 
the  confines  of  that  proud  city  of  Tennessee,  the  capital  of  a 
State  whose  citizens  never  turned  their  back  upon  the  foe.  Dur- 
ing the  three  days  of  the  terrible  struggle  at  Fort  Donelson,  when 
men  stood  a  foot  deep  in  blood  and  snow,  the  citizens  of  Ten- 
nessee showed  as  much  gallantry  as  any  State  in  the  Confederacy. 

General  Johnston  had  been  desired  tO'  make  a  stand  at  Nash- 
ville, but  he  declined  doing  it.  The  speaker  had  heard  that  the 
President   had   a  very   high  opinion   of   General   Albert   Sidney 
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Johnston.  If  such  was  the  case  he  was  sorry  to  differ  with  him. 
The  people,  the  army  under  General  Johnston's  command,  and 
the  people  of  Tennessee,  had  lost  confidence  in  the  military  capa- 
city of  General  Johnston. 

Mr.  Swan  said  that  the  people  in  East  Tennessee  were  obliged 
to  contend  with  the  worst  of  foes,  hypocritical  and  domestic 
enemies ;  but  very  many  of  the  people  in  his  region  were  true ; 
and  out  of  seven  hundred  to  nine  hundred  votes  given  him  in 
the  district  there  were  from  seven  to  nine  hundred  volunteers  in 
the  Confederate  army. 

Mr.  Moore,  of  Kentucky,  defended  General  Johnston.  He 
wished  to  give  a  wide  scope  to  investigation.  It  was  only  until 
of  late  that  General  Johnston  had  as  many  as  twenty-five  thou- 
sand efficient  men  in  the  field.  He  was  asked  for  no  reinforce- 
ments during  the  battle  at  Fort  Donelson.  He  could  not  rein- 
force that  point,  for  on  the  instant  that  he  moved  his  army  from 
the  point  at  which  he  was  stationed  the  large  force  of  the  enemy, 
amounting  to  one  hundred  thousand  men,  would  have  marched 
on  Nashville,  and  thus  the  whole  army,  instead  of  a  portion  of 
it,  would  have  been  captured  and  General  Johnston  would  now 
have  been  where  the  gallant  General  Buckner  is,  in  exile.  General 
Johnston  had  no  power  to  prevent  the  passage  of  gunboats  up 
the  Tennessee  river.  Five  steamers  were  lying  off  Nashville, 
and  had  been  for  six  months  past,  and  the  most  that  he  knew 
to  work  on  them  at  one  time  was  five  men.  He  (the  speaker) 
wanted  the  investigation  to  fall  where  it  properly  belongs. 
What  would  have  been  the  consequence  of  making  a  stand  at 
Nashville?  That  beautiful  city,  instead  of  now  standing,  and 
in  a  condition  still  to  be  the  pride  of  the  South  if  she  is  retaken, 
would,  in  all  probability,  have  been  in  ashes.  Why  did  not  the 
people  of  Nashville  themselves  fortify  the  city  ? 

Mr.  Foote  said  that  General  Johnston  had  called  for  1,000  to 
1,500  slaves  to  work  on  the  fortifications,  and  that  the  call  had 
been  fully  answered  when  Nashville  was  surrendered.  General 
Johnston  had  been  importuned  time  and  time  again  to  fortify 
Nashville,  but  he  had  failed  to  do  it.  The  people  of  Nashville, 
had  surrendered  every  arm  that  they  had — shotguns  and  every- 
thing else  of  that  sort;  those  that  were  there  had  nothing  to 
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fight  with.  He  understood  that  some  vile  slanderer  had  styled 
them  as  cowards,  and  had  asked  why  did  not  the  women  and 
children  go  out  and  fight  the  foe?  When  the  armed  soldiery 
was  flying  fast,  when  Generals  Pillow  and  Floyd  would  not  re- 
main in  it.  When  the  armed  forces  considered  it  impolitic  and 
unsafe,  some  one  asks  the  question  why  did  not  the  women  and 
children  fight.  It  was  the  most  contemptible  and  foul  slander 
that  ever  appeared  in  the  columns  of  a  newspaper,  in  the  city  of 
Richmond  or  elsewhere,  and  the  man  who  perpetrated  it  was 
worthy  of  a  place  upon  the  scaffold. 

Mr.  Moore  said  that  the  gentleman  evidently  had  no  reference 
to  his  speech. 

The  Speaker  hoped  the  gentleman  would  suspend  his  remarks, 
as  his  speech  disturbed  the  conversation  of  members  on  the  other 
side  of  the  House.     (Laughter.) 

Mr.  Foote  introduced  a  resolution  making  more  minute  en- 
quiries than  that  introduced  by  Mr.  Swan,  his  colleague.  He 
offered  it  as  a  substitute,  and  it  was  accepted. 

Mr.  Gray,  of  Texas,  thanked  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky, 
Mr.  Moore,  for  the  defense  he  made  of  General  Albert  Sidney 
Johnston.  That  officer  was  a  native  of  Kentucky,  but  he  had 
been  an  adopted  citizen  of  Texas  for  some  years.  He  did  not 
oppose  investigations  in  any  form,  but  he  thought  that  this  public 
exposition  was  likely  to  produce  a  premature  condemnation, 
which  he  did  not  intend  to  be  considered  as  endorsing,  because 
he  was  a  supporter  of  the  resolution  just  offered.  He  pronounced 
this  judgment  passed  upon  General  Johnston  as  ill  timed  that  the 
people  had  lost  confidence  in  him.  If  the  people  of  Tennessee 
based  their  bravery  upon  the  popularity  of  their  leader,  they 
were  not  the  gallant  people  whom  he  hoped  gentlemen  from  that 
State  represented  upon  this  floor.  He  vindicated  the  patriotism 
of  General  Johnston. 

Mr.  Atkins  said  he  did  not  assail  the  patriotism  of  General 
Johnston.  He  distinctly  said  that  no  one  doubted  the  patriotism 
of  that  oflicer.  But  as  to  his  popularity  and  the  want  of  con- 
fidence exhibited  by  the  people  and  the  army  there  was  no 
doubt ;  and  such  was  the  impression  made  upon  the  delegation 
from  that  State  in  both  branches  of  Congress,  by  letters  and 
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other  information  of  undoubted  reliability,  that  a  petition  had 
been  sent  to  President  Davis,  signed  by  every  member,  both 
senators  and  members  of  the  House  from  Tennessee,  with  the 
exception  of  the  member  from  the  Knoxville  district  (Mr.  Swan) 
importuning  the  President  to  remove  A.  Sidney  Johnston  from 
the  command  of  the  Department  of  Tennessee.  He  regretted  that 
he  had  been  forced  to  speak  so  plainly ;  but  he  owed  a  duty  to 
the  people  whom  he  represented,  and  he  would  discharge  it  in 
the  face  of  all  men. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Mississippi,  defended  General  Johnston  as  hav- 
ing used  to  the  best  advantage  all  the  means  in  his  power  to 
bring  about  the  most  desirable  results. 

Mr.  Boyston,  of  Arkansas,  called  the  question. 

Mr.  Foote  asked  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  resolution  was  passed — yeas  52,  nays  23. 

A  resolution  was  also  introduced  which  instructed  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  to  report  a  bill  concerning  exemptions 
from  military  duty. 

In  the  absence  of  Mr.  Pryor,  who  was  absent  with  his  regi- 
ment, Mr.  Swan  reported  a  bill  from  the  Military  Committee 
fixing  the  pay  of  adjutants  and  first  sergeants. 

Several  bills  were  made  special  orders;  and  the  House  went 
into  secret  session. 


Tuesday,  March   11,   1862. 
SENATE 

The  Senate  assembled  at  12  o'clock,  and  prayer  was  offered  by 
the  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  Johns. 

Mr.  Clay  presented  the  following  bill,  which,  on  his  motion, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Judiciary  [S.  18]  : 

"an  act  declaring  the  officer  who  shall  act  as 

president  in  case  of  vacancies  in  the  offices 

both  of  president  and  vice-president: 

*'Sec.  I.     The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of   . 
America  do  enact,    That    in    case    of    removal,    death, 
resignation  or  inability,  both  of  the  President  and  Vice-        " 
President  of  the  Confederate  States,  the  President  of 
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the  Senate  pro  tempore,  and  in  case  there  shall  be  no 
President  of  the  Senate,  then  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  for  the  time  being,  shall  act  as  Presi- 
dent of  the  Confederate  States  until  the  disabiUty  be  re- 
moved or  a  President  shall  be  elected  and  inaugurated. 

*'Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  when  the 
offices  of  President  and  Vice-President  shall  both  become 
vacant  the  Secretary  of  the  State  shall  forthwith  cause 
a  notification  thereof  to  be  made  to  the  Executive  of  each 
State,  specifying  that  electors  of  President  of  the  Con- 
federate States  shall  be  appointed,  or  chosen,  in  the  sev- 
eral States,  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  November,  then 
the  next  ensuing;  Provided,  there  shall  be  the  space  of 
two  months  between  the  date  of  such  notification  and  the 
said  first  Wednesday  in  November ;  but  if  there  shall  not 
be  the  space  of  two  months  between  the  date  of  such 
notification  and  the  first  Wednesday  in  November  and 
if  the  term  for  which  the  President  and  Vice-President 
last  in  offiice  were  elected,  shall  not  expire  on  the  twenty- 
second  day  of  February  next  ensuing,  then  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  shall  specify,  in  the  notification,  that  the 
electors  shall  be  appointed,  or  chosen,  the  first  Wednes- 
day in  November  in  the  next  ensuing  on  which  day  the 
electors  shall  accordingly  be  appointed  or  chosen;  and 
the  electors  then  chosen  or  appointed,  shall  meet  and  give 
their  votes  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  December  then 
next  ensuing ;  and  the  proceedings  and  duties  of  the  said 
electors  and  others  shall  be  pursuant  to  the  directions 
prescribed  in  'An  act  to  put  in  operation  the  govern- 
ment under  the  permanent  Constitution  of  the  Con- 
federate States  of  America,'  approved  May  21,  1861. 

"Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Presi- 
dent, then  elected,  shall  be  inaugurated  on  the  22nd  day 
of  February  then  next  ensuing. 

"Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  only 
evidence  of  a  refusal  to  accept,  or  of  a  resignation  of 
the  office  of  President  or  Vice-President,  shall  be  an 
instrument  in  writing  declaring  the  same,  and  sub- 
scribed by  the  person  refusing  to  accept  or  resign,  as  the 
case  may  be,  and  delivered  into  the  office  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  State." 

In  presenting  this  bill,  Mr.  Clay  said  that  it  was  one  of  much 
importance,  providing,  as  it  did,  for  one  of  the  most  serious  con- 
tingencies.    The  fate  of  the  government,  it  might  be  said,  now 
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hung  upon  the  breath  of  the  President  and  Vice-President.  He 
trusted  that  they  might  Hve  long  and  well,  in  the  enjoyment  of  all 
the  blessings  which  heaven  could  bestow;  but  they  were  but 
mortals,  and  must  bow  to  God's  will  whenever  He  saw  fit  to 
remove  them  hence. 

Resolution  of  Enquiry 

Mr.  Clay  also  presented  a  resolution  that  the  Committee  on 
Military  Affairs  enquire  into  the  report  what  compensation  is  due 
Dr.  John  B.  Reid  for  his  projectile  for  cannon,  known  as  the 
Reid  shell. 

This  projectile,  Mr.  Clay  remarked,  was  one  of  the  most  de- 
structive now  known  in  the  Confederate  service.  Dr.  Reid  had 
been  engaged  six  years  in  perfecting  his  invention,  and  for  six 
months  has  been  employed  in  superintending  their  manufacture 
for  the  government.  He  was  a  native  of  Alabama,  a  gentleman 
of  the  highest  character,  not  a  drop  of  Yankee  blood  flowed  in 
his  veins,  and  he  came  forward  in  the  true  manner  and  spirit  of 
a  gentleman  and  patriot,  and  left  it  to  the  government  to  say 
what  compensation  he  should  receive  for  the  result  of  genius 
and  the  amount  of  his  labours. 

The  resolution  was  passed. 

Department  Estimates 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Barnwell,  of  South  Carolina,  the  bill  reported 
on  yesterday  by  the  Finance  Committee,  in  relation  to  Depart- 
ment Estimates,  was  taken  up  and  passed.  This  bill  provides  that 
the  heads  of  the  various  departments  shall  make  their  reports 
thirty  days  prior  to  the  assembling  of  Congress,  and  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury  shall  make  his  general  report  to  the  Presi- 
dent ten  days  prior  to  the  opening  of  Congress.  In  case  that 
estimates  are  reported,  necessarily,  during  the  session  of  Con- 
gress, it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to 
furnish  duplicates  thereof  to  Congress,  which  shall  report  thereon 
the  ways  and  means  of  providing  for  the  same. 

Supreme  Court  of  the  Confederate  States 
Mr.  Semmes,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Committee  on  Judiciary, 
presented  a  bill  to  organize  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Confederate 
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States.  The  court  thus  organized,  the  bill  reads,  will  consist  of  a 
Chief  Justice  and  three  Associate  Justice,  any  three  of  whom 
shall  constitute  a  quorum ;  the  times  of  meeting  to  be  on  the  first 
Monday  in  January  and  the  first  Monday  in  August,  the  sessions 
to  continue  until  the  current  business  is  disposed  of.  The  As- 
sociate Justices  shall  take  precedence  according  to  date  of  com- 
mission, and  where  the  dates  of  commission  are  the  same  the 
Elder  Justice  shall  take  the  precedence.  The  salary  of  the  Chief 
Justice  shall  be  $7,000  per  annum ;  the  Associate  Justices  $6,000 — 
payable  quarterly.  The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  printed  and  placed 
on  the  calendar  [S.  19]. 

Postal  Privileges 
Mr.  Oldham,  of  Texas,  from  the  Committee  on  Post-Office  and 
Post-Roads,  reported  back  the  bill  giving  members  of  Congress 
the  privilege  of  not  prepaying  postage  on  newspapers  and  other 
documents,  the  postage  to  be  paid  on  delivery,  which  was  put  upon 
the  passage  and  adopted. 

The  Arkansas  and  Red  River  Indian  Superintendency 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Arkansas,  from  the  Committee  on  Indian  Af- 
fairs, reported  back,  with  certain  amendments,  the  bill  providing 
for  the  organization  of  the  Arkansas  and  Red  River  Superin- 
tendency of  Indian  Affairs,  for  the  regulation  of  trade  and  the 
preservation  of  peace  on  the  frontiers.  This  bill,  as  amended, 
continues  the  Superintendency  of  Indian  Affairs  for  the  tribes 
west  of  Arkansas  and  Missouri,  north  of  Texas,  and  east  of 
Texas  and  New  Mexico.  The  headquarters  of  the  Superin- 
tendent shall  be  at  Van  Buren,  Arkansas;  his  bond  of  security 
shall  be  $10,000,  his  salary  $2,000,  and  he  may  have  a  clerk  at 
a  salary  of  $1,000.  The  agents  shall  each,  respectively,  super- 
intend affairs  connected  with  their  agencies,  the  following  being 
their  stations:  The  Osage  (and  adjoining  tribes),  the  Cherokee, 
the  Creek,  the  Seminole,  the  Choctaw  and  Chickasaw,  and  the 
Washita  Reservation.  The  bill  goes  on  to  provide  for  the  manner 
of  managing  the  affairs  of  the  Superintendency,  such  as  the 
distribution  of  appropriations,  settlement  of  differences,  &c.  The 
officers  above  are  to  be  appointed  by  the  President  for  a  term 
of  four  years.     The  salaries  of  the  agents  will  be  $1,500  each, 
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with  heavy  securities  in  proportion  to  the  amount  of  disburse- 
ments confided  to  them. 

Mr.  Oldham  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  omitting  the  super- 
intendency,  with  a  view  to  make  that  office  incumbent  upon  one 
of  the  agents.  His  object  was  to  have  no  more  officers  than  was 
actually  necessary,  and  to  pay  those  officers  well.  Five  hundred 
or  a  thousand  dollars  additional  to  the  salary  of  the  agents  re- 
ceiving the  superintendency  would  compensate  him.  He  had  lived 
for  twenty-five  years  on  the  borders  of  the  Indian  country — for 
thirteen  years  he  had  lived  just  east  of  the  Indian  country,  in 
Arkansas — and  thought  that  he  was  able  to  understand  some- 
thing of  affairs  connected  with  their  management.  Appoint  one 
of  these  agents  superintendent,  pay  him  well,  let  him  have  control 
over  the  rest,  and  the  scheme  would  work  well.  There  was  no 
use  in  having  a  special  superintendent,  for  there  was  no  necessity 
for  an  intervening  officer  between  the  agents  themselves  and  the 
commissioner  in  Richmond. 

Mr.  Johnson  replied  that  his  system  had  always  been  employed, 
and  when  we  began  to  substitute  new  systems  and  throw  away  old 
ones,  which  had  worked  well,  the  question  should  be  maturely 
considered.  The  proposition  of  the  gentleman  from  Texas  com- 
bined one  of  the  subordinate  offices  with  one  to  be  supervised. 
The  object  of  the  committee  was  to  enable  subordinates  to  ap- 
peal to  preserve  order,  and  manage  affairs  by  a  regular  and  estab- 
lished system.  The  system  proposed  by  the  gentleman  was  once 
in  existence  under  the  old  government,  but  was  set  aside.  Pre- 
suming that  the  superintending  agent  should  be  the  agent  of  the 
Choctaw  tribe,  there  could  be  no  appeal  by  the  subordinate  agents 
from  the  former.  There  was  no  information  of  an  impartial 
nature  to  be  obtained  from  any  other  sources — no  connecting 
link  between  the  immediate  agents  of  the  several  tribes  and  the 
government.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  superintendent  to  go  over 
all  the  stations,  examine  into  the  general  conduct  of  affairs,  grant 
licenses,  expel  improper  holders  of  office,  &c.  This  could  not  be 
done  by  the  agent  with  any  justice  to  either  of  the  positions  held 
by  himself. 

Mr.  Oldham  did  not  think  that  the  labours  of  the  superin- 
tendent were  so  heavy.    His  duties  could  generally  be  disposed  of 
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in  an  hour;  and  as  for  the  subject  of  appeals,  it  was  his  impres- 
sion that  the  agent  could  appeal  from  the  superintendent  to  the 
commissioner,  from  him  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  from  him 
to  the  President.  His  object  was  to  curtail  expenses,  and  he 
believed  would  limit  the  number  of  appeals.  As  to  the  former 
change  of  the  system,  he  had  never  learned  that  it  was  because 
it  did  not  work  well ;  and,  if  the  other  was  an  established  pre- 
cedent, he  saw  no  reason  why  we  should  not  avoid  all  bad  prac- 
tices, even  if  the  plea  of  "precedent"  did  sustain  them. 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Mississippi,  desired  to  know  who  was  to  super- 
intend that  superintendent — the  one  proposed  by  Mr.  Oldham, 

Mr.  Oldham  replied,  "The  Commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs." 

Mr.  Brown  wished  to  know  why,  then,  could  not  the  commis- 
sioner superintend  all.  If  the  general  superintendent  performed 
his  duty  it  would  require  all  his  time — not  simply  an  hour  as  the 
gentleman  supposed.  He  was  looked  upon  by  the  Indians  as  the 
Mingo,  or  great  man,  who  visited  them  at  stated  intervals  and 
looked  into  their  condition  and  wants,  and  took  measures  to 
provide  for  them.  He  was  something  higher  than  the  agent. 
The  commissioner  who  used  to  be  at  Washington — now  his  office 
is  here — was  called  the  Great  Mingo,  and  considered  a  sort  of 
spirit,  whom  they  never  expect  to  see.  The  duties  of  all  these 
officers  were  distinct,  established  by  precedent,  and  it  was  a  good 
one.     He  hoped  the  amendment  will  not  pass. 

Mr.  Johnson  made  a  short  rejoinder  to  Mr.  Oldham,  citing 
several  instances  in  which  the  system  proposed  would  have  proved 
defective.  The  vote  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment  and  it 
was  rejected. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  North  Carolina,  proposed  an  amendment  which 
would  continue  the  office,  the  agents,  &c.,  during  good  behaviour, 
instead  of  carrying  on  the  old  rotation  system.  The  measure  was 
opposed  by  Messrs.  Orr,  Oldham,  and  Clark  and  supported  by 
Messrs.  Davis,  Wigfall  and  Barnwell,  and  being  accepted  by 
Mr.  Johnson,  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  ayes  i6,  noes  3. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  bill  was  postponed  for  the 
purpose  of  admitting  of  some  executive  legislation,  several  mes- 
sages in  writing  having  been  received  from  the  President. 
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[A  message  from  the  President  follows  and  with  it  is  a  report 
from  General  Floyd's  report.] 

Resolution  of  Thanks 

Before  going  into  executive  session,  the  Senate  adopted  unani- 
mously the  resolutions  of  thanks  adopted  by  the  House  to  Cap- 
tain Buchanan,  and  the  officers  and  men  under  his  command,  for 
their  unsurpassed  gallantry  in  the  recent  successful  attack  upon 
the  Federal  fleet  in  Hampton  Roads. 

The  House  resolution  authorizing  an  increase  of  clerical  force 
in  the  War  Department  was  also  adopted. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 
The  House  met  at  12  M.     Prayer  by  Mr.  Ralls,  of  Alabama. 
Delegate  from  Arizona 

Mr.  Wilcox,  of  Texas,  announced  the  presence  of  Hon.  Mal- 
comb  H.  McWillie,  delegate-elect  from  the  Territory  of  Arizona, 
who  came  forward,  was  duly  qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Thanks  to  Naval  Officers 
Mr.  Foster,  of  Alabama,  offered  the  following  resolution: 
"Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States 
of  America,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Congress  are  due, 
and  they  are  hereby  cordially  tendered,  to  Captain 
Franklin  Buchanan,  and  all  under  his  command,  for 
their  unsurpassed  gallantry  in  the  late  successful  attack 
upon  the  naval  forces  of  the  enemy  in  Hampton 
Roads."* 

The  first  resolution  was  uannimously  adopted  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Alabama,  offered  a  resolution  providing  for  the 
manufacture  of  army  shoes  in  camp.  Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  Hanly,  of  Arkansas,  introduced  a  bill  entitled  ''An  act  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  establish  the  organization  of  the 
army  of  the  Confederate  States,"  approved  March,  1861.  Re- 
ferred. 

Also  the  following  preamble  and  resolution: 


The  victory  of  the  Merrimac,  or  Virginia. 
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"Whereas,  The  Provisional  Congress,  by  acts  ap- 
proved 2 1  St  of  February,  1861,  and  since  that  time  have 
provided  for  a  great  seal  of  the  Confederate  States,  as 
well  as  requiring  certain  officers  of  the  Executive  De- 
partment to  have  seals  for  their  respective  offices ;  and, 

"Whereas,  By  said  act  and  none  other,  as  it  is  believed, 
no  provision  is  made  for  the  punishment  of  persons  who 
may  hereafter  imitate  or  counterfeit  the  seals  thus  pro- 
vided for;  and 

"Whereas,  It  is  deemed  expedient  that  such  provi- 
sion should  be  made  to  the  end  of  preventing  an  imita- 
tion or  counterfeit  of  such  seals,  to  the  detriment  of  the 
government  and  the  well  ordering  of  such  departments; 
therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be, 
and  they  are  hereby,  instructed  to  enquire  into  this 
omission  on  the  part  of  the  Provisional  Congress,  and  if 
they  should  think  it  advisable,  that  they  be,  and  they  are 
hereby  instructed  to  report  to  this  House  a  bill  defining 
what  shall  be  forgery  of  said  rules,  and  prescribe  there- 
in suitable  punishment  for  the  same/'     Passed. 

Mr.  Royston,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  take  up  his  resolution  in- 
troduced some  time  since  concerning  the  adjournment  of  the 
House,  and  that  it  be  considered  at  this  time.  The  motion 
was  lost. 

Mr.  Hilton  presented  a  communication  from  a  citizen  of 
Florida,  transmitting  a  design  for  a  flag,  which  he  moved  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Flag  and  Seal  of  the  Confederacy. 
This  design,  he  said,  did  away  with  the  stars  under  whose  dim 
light  we  had  so  long  been  labouring,  and  had  substituted  the 
glorious  orb  of  day. 

Mr.  Holt,  of  Georgia,  introduced  a  bill  to  amend  an  act  in 
reference  to  the  sequestration  and  confiscation  of  the  estates  of 
alien  enemies.     Referred. 

Mr.  Trippe,  of  Georgia,  presented  a  memorial  from  certain 
citizens  of  that  State,  in  reference  to  the  distillation  of  grain 
into  intoxicating  liquors.     Referred. 

Personal 

Mr.  Bridges,  of  North  Carolina,  was  announced  as  having 
been  detained  at  home  by  sickness. 

Mr.  Swan,  of  Tennessee,  instead  of  moving  to  amend  Mr. 
Currin's  resolution  to  investigate  the  abandonment  of  army  stores 
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at  Nashville  by  excluding  the  commissary-general,  made  the 
motion  to  include  him.  The  resolutions  of  enquiry  were  intro- 
duced by  his  colleague,  Mr.  Currin. 

Mr.  Crockett,  of  Kentucky,  offered  a  resolution  that  the  public 
investigations  of,  and  discussions  in,  regard  to  the  conduct  of 
our  military  commanders  are  unpatriotic  and  unwise. 

Mr.  Foote  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  If  the  resolution  designed 
to  rule  the  action  of  the  House  it  was  not  in  order. 

The  Speaker  said  that,  as  the  resolution  was  merely  the  expres- 
sion of  an  opinion,  the  point  of  order  could  not  be  sustained. 

Mr.  Crockett  said  that  he  had  but  little  to  say  in  support  of 
the  resolution,  and  he  should  take  care  not  to  violate  its  provi- 
sions or  its  terms  in  doing  so.  Legitimate  discussions  and  in- 
vestigations were  made  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  truth. 
There  was  a  special  committee  employed  for  the  investigation  of 
these  matters — they  were  vested  with  ample  power  to  send  for 
persons  and  papers — and  justice  required  that  these  investiga- 
tions of  the  committee  should  be  untrammelled  in  reference  to 
the  cause  of  our  recent  disasters.  The  House  should  be  able  to 
form  an  enlightened  opinion  when  the  investigation  shall  have 
closed.  It  is  very  apparent  that,  on  the  part  of  debate,  remarks 
may  fall  from  the  lips  of  gentlemen  touching  military  officers ;  and 
these  remarks  are  liable  to  create  rivalry  among  commanders  and 
a  great  amount  of  ill-feeling.  He  hoped  the  resolution  would  be 
adopted. 

Mr.  Foote  said  he  was  surprised  that  such  a  resolution  should 
be  offered,  that  there  was  to  be  no  investigation  of  mal-conduct 
in  military  affairs.  Were  members  to  be  gagged  because  they 
wished  to  look  into  the  causes  of  disaster?  Who  cares  for 
rivalry  among  commanders?  It  is  compatible  wherever  it  is 
found.  He  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table.  Agreed  to 
— yeas  48,  nays  42. 

Mr.  Elliott  presented  a  memorial,  which  he  asked  should  be 
read  by  its  title,  from  the  citizens  of  Pike,  Floyd  and  Johnson 
counties  in  Kentucky.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  Boyce  introduced  a  resolution  that  it  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  to  enquire  if  there  is  any  legislation 
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necessary  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  interior  line  of  rail- 
roads, and  that  they  report  by  bill  or  otherwise.    Passed. 

Mr.  Farrow,  of  South  Carolina,  introduced  a  memorial,  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  Heiskell,  of  Tennessee,  presented  a  communication  from 
Dr.  F.  A.  Ramsay  in  relation  to  the  organization  of  the  medical 
department  of  the  army.     Referred. 

Mr.  Swan,  of  Tennessee,  presented  a  memorial  on  the  subject 
of  postal  service.     Referred. 

Mr.  Garnett,  of  Virginia,  introduced  a  resolution  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  raising 
the  revenue  of  the  Confederate  States  by  excise  and  import 
duty.     Passed. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia,  presented  a  letter  from  a  citizen  of 
Fairfax  county,  which  he  asked  should  be  sent  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs.  It  was  with  reference  to  the  pressing  of 
horses  under  military  authority. 

Mr.  Smith  said  that  the  memorialist  had  at  first  thirty-five 
horses  which  he  had  put  into  the  service  of  the  State  of  Virginia. 
He  had  until  a  short  time  ago  but  five  left  and  these  were  en- 
gaged in  hauling  provisions  for  the  army ;  but,  within  a  few  days 
past,  those  had  been  pressed  and  he  had  now  none  left.  He 
thought  that  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  should  see  that 
there  was  some  legislation  on  the  subject.  In  his  opinion  the 
exercise  of  military  power  had  become  too  extensive. 

Mr.  Russell,  of  Virginia,  asked  leave  to  take  up  for  considera- 
tion this  resolution  in  reference  to  changing  the  rules  of  the 
House  in  respect  to  reversing  the  order  of  the  call  of  committee — 
it  was  not  likely  to  excite  any  debate.     Objection  was  made. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Mississippi,  said  there  was  a  special  order  for 
the  day. 

Mr.  Lyons,  of  Virginia,  offered  a  resolution  that  the  President 
be  requested  to  furnish  to  this  House  an  official  copy  of  the 
report  of  the  late  naval  engagement  in  Hampton  Roads,  if  not 
incompatible  with  the  public  interest. 

Mr.  Russell,  from  the  Committee  on  Judiciary,  reported  a  bill 
in  relation  to  rights  to  indemnity  under  the  sequestration  act.. 
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Laid  on  the  table,  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  made  the  special 
order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next,  at  i  o'clock. 

Mr.  Gray,  of  Texas,  from  the  Committee  on  Judiciary,  re- 
ported a  resolution  upon  the  subject  of  officers  of  the  army 
holding  seats  upon  the  floor  of  the  House.  Laid  upon  the  table 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Ashe,  of  North  Carolina,  reported  a  bill,  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Judiciary,  in  reference  to  levying  a  war  tax.  Placed 
on  the  calendar. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  from  the  Committee  on  Rules  and 
Officers  of  the  House,  reported  back  the  Senate  bill,  with  amend- 
ments, fixing  the  salary  of  the  Clerks  and  Doorkeepers  of  each 
House  of  Congress  at  the  same  rates. 

The  bill  was  placed  on  the  calendar. 

The  same  committee  reported  back  a  resolution  which  was 
passed,  allowing  ex-members  a  seat  on  the  floor  of  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Foote,  the  House  went  into  secret  session, 
and,  having  re-opened,  a  message  was  received  from  the  Presi- 
dent transmitting  the  official  reports  of  the  naval  battle  of  Hamp- 
ton Roads  and  of  Generals  Floyd  and  Pillow  of  the  battle  of 
Fort  Donelson.  [These  reports  will  be  found  in  another  column. 
— Reporter.] 

One  hundred  copies  of  the  report  of  the  naval  battle  at  Hamp- 
ton Roads  were  ordered  to  be  printed  in  pamphlet  form.  The 
other  reports  were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

On  motion,  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  March   12th,   1862. 

SENATE 

The  Senate  assembled  at  twelve  o'clock,  and  was  opened  with 
prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Woodbridge,  of  the  P.  E.  Church. 

The  Indian  Superintendencies 

The  consideration  of  the  bill  relating  to  the  Arkansas  and 
Red  River  Superintendencies  was  continued  from  yesterday,  and 
finally  adopted.     The  most  important  part  of  the  bill  was  dis- 
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cussed  and  adopted  as  reported  on  yesterday ;  the  remaining 
sections  comprehending  simply  the  legal  and  municipal  regula- 
tions of  the  [rejspective  agencies  and  tribes. 

Resolution  of  Inquiry 

Mr.  Hayn-es,  of  Tennessee,  offered  a  resolution  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  be  requested  to  inform  the  Senate,  in  secret  session, 
the  number  of  armed  troops  now  in  the  military  service  of  the 
Confederacy,  the  number  of  unarmed  troops  ready  for  service, 
the  number  which  the  government  will  be  able  to  arm  by  the 
15th  of  April  and  4th  of  May,  and  what  measures  and  appropria- 
tions are  necessary  to  expel  the  enemy  from  Tennessee. 

At  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Barnwell,  of  South  Carolina,  the  reso- 
lution was  withdrawn  for  consideration  in  secret  session. 

Reports  from  the  Military  Committee 

Mr.  Semmes,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  back  the  bill  for  increasing  the  clerical  force  of 
the  War  Department,  with  the  recommendation  that  it  be 
adopted ;  and  it  was  accordingly  passed ;  also  the  petition  of  a 
number  of  ladies  of  Bristol,  Tennessee,  asking  for  legislation 
against  liquor  distillation,  from  the  consideration  of  which  the 
committee  asked  to  be  discharged ;  though  approving  the  object 
of  the  petition,  they  did  not  think  it  was  a  proper  subject  for  the 
action  of  this  government.  The  request  was  granted.  The  com- 
mittee also  reported  back  the  bill  for  indemnifying  owners  of 
horses  lost  by  accident  in  the  military  service  not  the  fault  of 
said  owner,  from  which,  at  their  request,  they  were  discharged. 

Mr.  Semmes  further  reported  a  bill  providing  for  the  paying 
of  musicians  in  the  service  not  regularly  enlisted,  which  pre- 
scribes that  whenever  any  coloured  musician  be  enlisted  into  any 
company  or  regiment  he  shall  receive  the  same  pay  as  those 
regularly  enlisted,  provided  none  shall  be  accepted  except  by 
permission  of  the  commander  of  the  brigade.     Adopted. 

Presidential  Vacancies 

,  Mr.  Hill,  of  Georgia,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
reported  back  the  bill  providing  for  presidential  vacancies,  with 
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amendments,  which,  with  the  bill,  were  placed  upon  the  calendar 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Recommendation  to  Southern  Planters 

Mr.  Brown,  of  Mississippi,  called  up  a  joint  resolution  rec- 
ommending the  planters  of  the  Confederacy  to  withdraw  as  much 
as  possible  from  the  cultivation  of  cotton  and  tobacco  and  devote 
their  energies  to  raising  provisions,  cattle,  hogs  and  sheep. 

Mr.  Brown  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table  for  the 
purpose  of  submitting  a  substitute,  in  effect  as  follows : 

*'That  it  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  head  of  a  family 
to  produce  more  than  three  bales  of  cotton,  of  four 
hundred  pounds  each,  and  one  additional  bale,  of  like 
weight,  for  each  hand  employed  in  the  cultivation  of  the 
same.  For  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  correct  en- 
forcement of  this  law,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  proper 
officer  to  obtain  from  each  head  of  a  family  a  statement 
upon  his  assessment  roll  of  all  the  cotton  produced  by 
him  or  her.  For  every  additional  bale  to  the  number 
prescribed  above  thereof,  the  grower  shall  forfeit  forty 
dollars." 

The  question  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table  was  discussed 
at  some  length. 

Mr.  Wigfall  objected  to  it,  and  maintained  that  the  substitute 
was  unconstitutional,  inasmuch  as  it  created  a  crime,  by  imposing 
a  fine  of  forty  dollars  upon  a  citiezn  for  doing  a  thing  which 
he  had  a  perfect  right  to  do.  He  could  compare  the  proposition 
to  nothing  less  than  the  Blue  Laws  of  New  England;  and  if  we 
adopted  it,  we  might  as  well  pass  a  law  to  fine  a  man  for  kissing 
his  wife  on  Sunday. 

Mr.  Barnwell,  of  South  Carolina,  also  opposed  the  substitute 
under  the  motion  pending,  and  was  equally  unwilling  to  accept 
the  joint  resolution.  He  thought  that  while  it  was  proper  to  look 
to  the  cultivation  of  an  adequate  supply  of  cereals  and  provisions 
for  the  public  wants,  it  was  as  necessary  to  our  welfare  and 
prosperity  to  provide  a  supply  of  the  great  staple,  which  was  the 
principal  element  of  our  strength.  We  should  be  so  situated  that 
on  the  conclusion  of  a  treaty  of  peace,  we  could  throw  our  cotton 
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upon  the  foreign  markets,  and  by  the  necessarily  low  prices  that 
would  follow,  crush  and  destroy  all  competition,  from  India  or 
elsewhere,  who  can  only  prosper  by  the  stimulant  of  enormous 
prices.  In  the  other  aspect  of  the  case,  we  had  only  to  anticipate 
ruin  to  our  commerce  and  weakness  to  our  cause.  The  proposi- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Mississippi  was,  he  might  say, 
monstrous.  There  was  no  warrant  in  all  history  for  a  govern- 
ment to  assume  the  right  to  punish  innocent  men,  and  he  would 
protest  against  the  adoption  of  any  such  measure. 

Mr.  Brown  contended  that  the  punishment  alluded  to  was  a 
simple  forfeiture,  and  did  not  involve  the  creation  of  crime.  A 
part  of  his  proposition  looked  to  the  punishment,  according  to 
the  established  law,  of  perjury  when  a  person  failed  to  give  a 
true  statement  to  the  assessor.  This  was  the  only  allusion  in  it 
to  what  might  be  termed  crime.  But  he  had  never  supposed  that 
if  a  man  did  a  thing  which  conflicted  with  the  interests  of  his 
country  he  might  not  be  made  to  answer  for  it.  The  Constitution, 
it  was  true,  conveyed  no  direct  authority  for  it.  The  Constitution 
gave  no  direct  authority  for  the  issue  of  treasury  notes.  It  was  a 
matter  of  incident.  Here  he  proposed  punishment  incidentally. 
As  an  incident,  we  had  the  power  to  wage  war,  and,  if  we  could 
establish  that  proposition,  we  could  establish  the  other.  We  had 
already  recognized  the  destruction  of  property,  the  burning  of 
houses,  the  cutting  of  forests  incidentally,  and  why  could  not  a 
prohibition  to  raise  cotton  be  recognized  too? 

He  wished  it  distinctly  understood,  and  hoped  history  would 
do  him  the  justice  to  state,  should  he  be  worthy  of  the  smallest 
place  upon  the  tablets  of  the  future,  that  he  today  announced  it 
as  his  firm  conviction  that  the  two  great  defensive  operations 
which  should  now  be  resorted  to,  were :  first,  to  burn  all  the  cotton 
that  we  have,  and,  second,  to  raise  no  more  until  we  had  formed 
a  market  for  it.  It  was  absurd  to  say  that  England  would  build 
up  the  East  India  cotton  cultivation.  That  experiment,  to  use 
a  homely  phrase,  had  long  since  played  out.  Now,  in  this  hour 
of  trial,  is  the  time  to  put  the  question  home  to  both  England  and 
France,  and  say  to  them,  ''We  will  no  longer  labour  for  you. 
England  and  France,  you  have  stood  back  and  taken  the  word 
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of  him  (Seward),  who  promised  you  he  would  plunge  into  our 
country,  rob  and  steal  from  us  our  property  and  send  it  to  you !" 

Mr.  Semmes  had  long  since  abandoned  the  idea  that  "cotton  is 
king."  He  had  thought  that  nations  would  violate  the  laws  of 
nations  upon  the  basis  of  necessity.  This  belief  had  proven  in- 
valid. He  thought  that  the  course  England  and  France  would 
pursue  would  not  be  based  upon  the  necessity  for  a  supply  of 
cotton,  but  they  would  be  governed  by  general  national  interests. 
We  must  abandon  the  idea  of  all  foreign  legislation  in  regard 
to  our  affairs.  Sooner  than  England  would  employ  her  operatives 
at  the  expense  of  a  war  with  the  United  States,  she  would  con- 
vert herself  into  a  great  eleemosynary  institution  for  the  purpose 
of  providing  for  them  by  charity.  The  people,  he  thought,  should 
be  enlightened  upon  these  things — they  should  have  some  idea  of 
the  probable  duration  of  the  war,  so  that  they  might  make  a 
prudent  provision  for  it.  They  should  know  that  every  effort 
would  be  made  against  it,  the  enemy  might  hold  possession  of 
Kentucky,  Tennessee,  and  a  large  portion  of  Virginia,  whence 
most  of  our  supplies  of  provisions  would  otherwise  come,  and 
that  it  would  therefore  be  prudent  for  them  and  beneficial  for  the 
country  to  restrict  the  cultivation  of  cotton,  and  [encourage] 
production  of  the  more  essential  supplies.  By  this  means  they 
would  avoid  becoming  the  slaves  of  capital,  which  an  extra- 
ordinary accumulation  of  cotton  would  bring  about. 

Mr.  Hunter  opposed  both  propositions,  on  the  ground  that  the 
prohibition  proposed  would  but  build  up  the  English  East  India 
cotton  interest,  and  at  length  transfer  altogether  the  power  of 
King  Cotton  to  her  own  throne.  It  was  our  interest  to  prevent 
this,  and  we  could  only  do  it  by  pursuing  the  even  tenure  of  our 
way,  holding  our  heads  up,  with  the  firm  determination  to  defend 
our  property  and  repel  the  invader. 

Mr.  Wigfall  and  Mr.  Hill  briefly  spoke  against  the  bill,  after 
which  the  question  was  taken  on  the  original  resolution,  and  it 
was  rejected  by  the  following  vote: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Clement  C.  Clay,  John  B.  Clark,  George  Davis, 
William  T.  Dortch,  Gustavus  A.  Henry,  Charles  B.  Mitchell, 
Edward  Sparrow,  T.  J.  Semmes — Yeas  8. 
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Nays — Robert  W.  Barnwell,  Jas.  P.  Parker,  Langdon  C. 
Haynes,  Benjamin  H.  Hill,  R.  M.  T.  Hunter,  Robert  W.  Johnson, 
W.  S.  Oldham,  James  Phelan,  R.  S.  Y.  Peyton,  William  Ballard 
Preston,  Lewis  T.  Wigfall — Nays  11. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

The  House  met  at  the  usual  hour,  and  was  opened  with  prayer 
by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hoge. 

Bills,  Memorials,  &c. 

Mr.  Pugh,  of  Alabama,  introduced  a  bill  authorizing  the  Presi- 
dent to  increase  his  personal  staff.  Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Military  Affairs. 

Also  a  resolution  requesting  the  President  to  furnish  to  this 
House  the  report  of  General  Braxton  Bragg  in  relation  to  the 
engagements  which  took  place  on  the  226.  and  23d  of  November 
last.     Passed. 

Mr.  Chilton,  of  Alabama,  presented  certain  communications, 
which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  Foster,  of  Alabama,  introduced  a  bill  to  open  the  ports  of 
entry  of  the  Confederate  States,  and  for  other  purposes.  He 
moved  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Kenner  said  it  would  be  better  to  refer  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Foote  hoped  the  bill  would  be  taken  up  at  once.  He  moved 
a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

The  Chair  here  called  the  House  to  order.  He  hoped  that 
members  would  suspend  conversation,  and  act  seriously  in  this 
juncture  of  affairs. 

The  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Trippe,  of  Georgia,  on  motion,  obtained  leave  of  absence 
for  his  colleague,  Mr.  Clark. 

Mr.  Chilton  said  that  there  was  a  vacancy  in  the  Committee 
on  Post-Offices  and  Post-Roads,  and  he  asked  that  Mr.  Adkins, 
of  Tennessee,  be  added  to  the  committee. 

Mr.  Royston  presented  the  memorial  of  W.  Cocke,  of  Arkansas, 
in  reference  to  coins. 
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Also  a  resolution  that  the  Committee  on  Postal  Affairs  enquire 
into  the  expediency  of  requiring  communications  sent  by  tele- 
graph to  be  charged  postage  at  the  same  rate  as  matter  sent  by 
mail.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Garland,  of  Arkansas,  introduced  a  bill  establishing  courts 
of  adjudication  of  claims  against  the  Confederate  States.  Re- 
ferred. 

Mr.  Read,  of  Kentucky,  offered  a  resolution  that  the  Clerk  of 
the  House  be  directed  to  furnish  the  House  copies  of  the  acts 
of  the  Provisional  Congress,  and  that  the  same  be  paid  for  out 
of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  House.     Agreed  to. 

Indignation  Resolution 

Mr.  Moore,  of  Kentucky,  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs: 

"Resolved,  That  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  crew 
of  the  Federal  frigate  Congress  in  the  recent  naval  en- 
gagement in  Hampton  Roads,  in  firing  under  their  own 
flag  of  truce  on  the  Confederate  forces  on  the  victorious 
Virginia,  deserves  the  deepest  contempt  and  condemna- 
tion of  the  civilized  world.  That  it  is  but  a  manifestation 
of  the  infamous  and  dastardly  spirit  that  actuates  our 
invaders,  and,  in  the  judgment  of  this  House,  the  com- 
manders of  the  Confederate  armies  should  be  authorized 
and  directed  to  visit  promptly  all  such  conduct  with  all 
the  penalties  of  all  the  laws  of  retaliation." 

Mr.  Conrad,  of  Alabama,  introduced  a  bill  to  encourage  the 
manufacture  of  saltpetre  and  small  arms.     Referred. 

Mr.  Barksdale,  of  Mississippi,  presented  a  design  for  a  flag 
from  Mr.  Hamberlin  of  that  State.  Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Flag  and  Seal. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Mississippi,  offered  a  joint  resolution: 

"Resolved,  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States 
of  America,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Congress  are  due  the 
.  officers  of  regiments  and  companies,  and  the  privates  for 
the  gallant  and  heroic  defence  of  Fort  Donelson,  for 
their  disregard  of  death  and  life,  contempt  of  danger, 
and  they  are  entitled  to  our  honour  arid  confidence." 
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Messrs.  Bonham  and  Foote  opposed  the  resolution  on  the 
ground  of  its  reflection  on  the  officers  high  in  command. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  the  resolution  was  referred  to  the 
special  committee  of  five  on  Military  Investigations. 

Mr.  McQueen  was  granted  leave  of  absence,  having  been 
suddenly  called  out  by  the  illness  of  one  of  his  family. 

Mr.  Davis  offered  a  resolution  that  the  Military  Committee  be 
instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  appropriating  five 
hundred  thousand  dollars  for  the  support  of  the  families  of  our 
prisoners,  and  for  their  personal  comfort.     Passed. 

Miscellaneous 

Mr.  Swan,  in  the  absence  of  Mr.  Pryor,  with  his  regiment, 
introduced,  at  his  request,  a  bill  creating  the  office  of  judge  advo- 
cate-general.    Referred. 

Mr.  Sexton  introduced  a  bill  enttitled  "An  act  to  amend  an 
act  entitled  an  act  supplementary  to  an  act  authorizing  the  issue 
of  treasury  notes,  and  providing  a  war  tax  for  their  redemption," 
approved  August  13th,  1861.  Referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Garnett  asked,  and  obtained,  leave  of  absence  for  Mr. 
Pryor  during  his  necessary  absence  with  his  regiment. 

Mr.  Garnett  also  introduced  a  resolution  that  the  President 
be  requested  to  furnish  to  the  House  the  report  of  Brigadier- 
General  Henry  A.  Wise  of  the  battle  of  Roanoke  Island. 
Agreed  to. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  communication  from  the 
President,  transmitting  the  official  report  of  Major  M.  B.  Talia- 
ferro of  the  battle  of  Carrick's  Ford,  which  took  place  on  the 
13th  of  July,  1 86 1.    Laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Conrad,  from  the  Committee  on  Naval  Affairs,  reported 
back  the  bill,  which  it  had  under  consideration,  providing  for  the 
building  of  a  navy  and  for  the  purchase  of  arms,  appropriating 
one  hundred  millions  of  dollars  for  the  same.  The  committee 
asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the  bill,  and 
recommended  that  it  do  not  pass.     Laid  on  the  table. 

The  committee  also  asked  to  be  discharged  from  the  further 
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consideration  of  the  resolution  of  enquiry  in  reference  to  the 
cost  of  construction  of  ten  small  screw  steamers.  Laid  on 
the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gartrell,  from  the  Judiciary  Committee,  that 
committee  was  discharged  from  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
providing  for  the  transfer  of  suits  from  and  to  various  courts. 

The  special  order  was  called  for,  being  the  "Military  Exemp- 
tion" bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Foote,  the  House  resolved  itself  into  secret 
session. 

Having  re-opened,  the  House  took  up  the  special  order. 

Military  Exempts 

The  bill,  as  reported  from  the  Military  Committee,  is  as 
follows : 

''An  act  declaring  what  persons  shall  be  exempt  from 
militia  duty. 

"Section  i.  The  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States 
of  America  do  enact,  That  the  following  persons  shall 
be  exempt  from  militia  duty,  to-wit :  The  Vice-President 
of  the  Confederate  States;  the  heads  of  the  different 
departments,  with  their  assistants,  and  the  regular  clerks 
belonging  to  the  same ;  the  judges  and  marshals  of  the 
Confederate  States,  and  the  clerks  of  the  courts  thereof ; 
members  of  both  House  of  Congress  and  their  respective 
officers;  the  public  printer;  custom-house  officers,  with 
their  necessary  clerks;  all  persons  actually  employed  in 
the  conveyance  of  the  mail ;  licensed  pilots ;  all  mariners 
actually  employed  in  the  sea  service  of  any  citizen  or 
merchant  within  the  Confederate  States,  and  all  persons 
who  now  are,  or  may  hereafter  be,  exempted  by  the 
laws  of  the  respective  States."* 

The  bill  being  read  by  section  for  amendment — 
Mr.  Miles  moved  to  amend  in  the  second  line  after  the  word 
persons,  "and  none  others."    Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  strike  out,  in  the  portion  of 
the  section  reading,  "the  heads  of  the  different  departments  with 
their  assistants"  the  additional  clause,  "and   the  regular  clerks 


'Conscription  was  already  becoming  severe. 
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belonging  to  the  same''  and  insert  "heads  of  departments  and 
chief  clerks." 

Mr.  Miles  said  it  would  disarrange  and  disorganize  the  whole 
system  of  the  departments. 

Mr.  Smith  said  the  secretaries  could  appoint  clerks  over  forty- 
five  years  of  age. 

The  amendment  was  lost. 

Mr.  Miles  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  "the  District  Attorney." 
Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Lyons,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  add  ''commissioners  and 
receivers  under  the  sequestration  act." 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia,  would  strike  out  ''receivers."  Agreed 
to. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Lyons  was  adopted  as  amended. 

Mr.  Conrad,  of  Louisiana,  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out 
"postmasters  of  any  city  or  town  with  not  less  than  three  thou- 
sand inhabitants,  with  the  necessary  clerks,"  making  all  post- 
masters and  their  clerks  liable  to  militia  duty. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  on  the  passage  of  this  amend- 
ment, and  resulted  affirmatively,  as  follows : 

Ayes — Messrs.  Arrington,  Barksdale,  Batson,  Bruce  of  Ky., 
Chambliss,  Clopton,  Conrad,  Conrow,  Curry,  Dargan,  Davidson, 
Davis,  Dawkins,  Dejarnette,  Dupre,  Ewing,  Foote,  Gardinhire, 
Garland,  Hanley,  Heiskell,  Hilton,  Jenkins,  Johnson,  Kenner, 
Lewis,  Machen,  Marshall,  Menees,  Moore,  Munnerlynn,  Pugh, 
Ralls,  Sexton,  Smith  of  Va.,  Swan,  Villere,  Wright  of  Ga., 
Wright  of  Texas — 41. 

Noes — Ashe,  Adkins,  Baldwin,  Bell,  Bocock,  Bonham,  Boteler, 
Burnett,  Chilton,  Chrisman,  Clapp,  Crockett,  Elliott,  Farrow, 
Gaither,  Garnett,  Gartrell,  Goode,  Herbert,  Holcombe,  Lyon  of 
Ala.,  Lyons  of  Va.,  McLean,  McRae,  Miles,  Perkins,  Preston, 
Royston,  Russell,  Singleton,  Smith  of  Ala.,  Smith  of  N.  C, 
Staples,  Strickland,  Trippe,  Welch,  Wilcox — 33. 

Mr.  Sexton  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  amend- 
ment was  adopted.     Not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Heiskell  moved  to  amend  by  inserting,  "and  all  persons 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  iron,  lead,  copper  or  zinc,  so  long 
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as  they  are  actually  engaged  and  no  longer."  This  amend- 
ment was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Chilton  moved  to  exempt  all  ministers  of  the  gospel  who 
have  charge  of  churches.     Lost. 

Mr.  Chilton  moved  to  add  an  additional  section: 

''That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  empowered  to  detach 
from  the  military  service  persons  necessary  to  the  sev- 
eral railroads,  the  telegraph  operators,  and  superin- 
tendents of  lines.  Persons  engaged  in  the  manufacture 
of  arms,  saltpetre  and  munitions  of  war,  so  long  as  they 
shall  be  actually  employed." 

Mr.  Holt  moved  to  amend  by  adding  the  employees  of  State 
governments. 

Mr.  Jones  would  amend  by  adding  manufacturers  of  iron  and 
salt. 

Mr.  Ralls  said  that  iron  was  one  of  those  things  of  which  we 
were  now  in  the  greatest  want,  and  the  manufacturers  and  work- 
ers in  that  article  should  be  exempt,  whether  engaged  on  private 
or  government  work. 

Pending  the  discussion  of  this  amendment,  the  House,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Moore,  of  Kentucky,  adjourned. 


Thursday,  March  13,  1862. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

The  Speaker  called  the  House  to  order  at  the  usual  hour. 
The  session  was  opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  Dr.  Hoge. 

Executive  Message 

A  message  was  received  from  the  President  announcing  to  this 
body  that  he  had  signed  the  resolution  of  the  House  tendering 
thanks  to  Flag  Officer  Buchanan  and  his  command  for  their 
unsurpassed  gallantry  and  heroic  conduct  in  the  successful  at- 
tack upon  the  enemy's  fleet  in  Hampton  Roads. 

A  message  from  the  President  was  also  laid  before  the  House 
by  the  Speaker,  which  transmitted  the  report  of  the  Commis- 
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sioners  of  Indian  Affairs.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Memorials,  &c. 

Mr.  Royston,  of  Arkansas,  presented  the  petition  of  Mary 
Adams  concerning  a  pension.     Referred. 

Mr.  Garland  offered  a  resolution  that  the  memorial  of  

Austin,  in  reference  to  the  Memphis,  Tennessee,  and  Little  Rock, 
Arkansas,  railroad,  and  authorizing  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  make  such  loan  as  may  be  necessary,  by  bond  of  the  Con- 
federate States,  be  withdrawn  from  the  files  of  the  Provisional 
Congress  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  of 
the  House.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Moore,  of  Kentucky,  entered  a  motion  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee 
(Mr.  Heiskell)  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Read,  of  Kentucky,  offered  a  resolution  instructing  the 
Doorkeeper  to  provide  for  each  member  a  small  desk,  similar  to 
those  used  in  the  Senate,  and  that  he  also  purchase  three  sofas, 
to  be  placed  in  the  lobby  for  the  accommodation  of  the  ladies, 
and  that  the  same  be  paid  for  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of 
the  House. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  lay  the  motion  on  the  table, 
which  was  done. 

Mr.  Dejarnette  presented  the  memorial  of  Colonel  J.  L. 
Combs.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Virginia,  was  instructed  by  the  Committee  on 
Claims  to  offer  a  resolution  directing  the  Doorkeeper  to  pur- 
chase nineteen  copies  of  the  Constitution  and  Laws  of  the  Con- 
federate States,  not  to  include  [those]  furnished  to  each  com- 
mittee of  the  House,  the  same  to  be  paid  out  of  the  contingent 
fund. 

Mr.  Read,  of  Kentucky,  informed  the  gentleman  from  Virginia 
that  a  resolution  had  been  passed  on  yesterday  covering  the 
ground  and  furnishing  a  copy  to  each  member.  He  moved  to 
lay  the  resolution  on  the  table.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Russell  introduced  a  resolution  that  the  President  be  re- 
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quested  to,  if  not  incompatible  with  the  public  interest,  furnish 
to  this  House  the  correspondence  and  information  respecting  the 
recent  engagement  or  negotiation  in  reference  to  the  exchange 
of  prisoners  with  the  Federal  Government,  and  the  result  there- 
of.    Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Lyons,  of  Virginia,  said  that  he  understood  that  while  he 
was  absent  from  the  House  this  morning  a  resolution  had  been 
offered  and  tabled  concerning  desks  for  members  and  seats  for 
the  accommodation  of  visitors.  He  would  say  that  the  Committee 
on  Public  Buildings  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  ar- 
rangements were  being  made  in  accordance  with  a  joint  resolu- 
tion of  the  legislative  bodies  of  the  State  of  Virginia  to  have  a 
gallery  erected  in  the  end  of  the  hall.  It  would  be  done  without 
delay,  and  then  there  would  be  room  for  the  desks  of  the  mem- 
bers. If  it  was  found  that  there  was  room  in  the  bar  of  the 
House  now  the  desks  would  be  placed  there. 

Mr.  Garnett,  of  Virginia,  offered  a  resolution  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  providing  by  law  for  the  loss  of  tenements  which 
had  been  occupied  by  troops,  or  used  in  any  way  by  our  military 
authorities,  and  have  thereby  been  destroyed  or  damaged. 
Agreed  to. 

Officers  of  the  House 

Mr.  Gartrell  called  for  the  special  order  of  the  day,  but  with- 
drew the  call  in  order  to  allow  a  suspension  of  the  rules  for  the 
purpose  of  enabling  the  House  to  consider  the  bill  fixing  the 
salaries  of  officers  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress. 

The  bill  having  been  taken  up,  was  read  by  sections  for  amend- 
ment. 

The  bill  provides  that  the  salaries  of  the  officers  of  the  Senate 
shall  be  as  follows :  The  Secretary  of  the  Senate,  $2,500 ;  the  As- 
sistant Secretary,  $2,000;  two  clerks,  at  a  salary  of  $1,500  each; 
Sergeant-at-Arms,  $2,000;  Doorkeeper,  $1,500;  Assistant  Door- 
keeper, $1,200;  and  the  Pages  two  dollars  per  day  during  the 
session  of  the  Senate.  These  salaries  in  the  Senate  bill  are  all 
to  be  paid  quarterly  in  advance. 
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Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  said  that  the  committee  had  decided 
to  strike  out  the  words  ^4n  advance."  He  moved  that  as  an 
amendment. 

Mr.  Ewing,  of  Kentucky,  arose.  He  had  not  spoken  one 
single  word  since  he  had  been  a  member  of  the  House;  but  he 
could  not  see  this  amendment  pass  without  remonstration.  The 
officers  of  the  House  were  some  of  them  exiles  from  home,  cut 
off  from  all  resources,  and,  if  this  amendment  were  adopted,  it 
would  preclude  the  possibility  of  any  one  except  he  who  had  his 
pockets  full  of  money  becoming  an  officer  of  the  House.  The 
boarding-houses  not  only  required  you  to  pay  weekly,  but  they 
extorted  the  last  cent  a  man  had  or  could  earn — then  how  could 
one  live  unless  they  had  their  salaries  in  advance? 

The  word  "quarterly"  was  finally  stricken  out  and  the  word 
*'daily"  inserted. 

The  committee  further  amended  the  Senate  bill  by  inserting 
an  additional  clause — 

"That  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Representatives  shall 
receive  a  salary  of  $2,500  and  that  his  three  assistants 
be  allowed  a  salary  of  $1,500  each;  the  Doorkeeper 
$1,500,  and  his  Assistant  Doorkeeper  $1,200;  the  Pages 
$2  per  day  during  the  session  of  the  House." 

Mr.  Crockett,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  amend  by  raising  the 
salary  of  the  Doorkeeper  of  the  House  of  Representatives  to 
$2,000.  His  reason  was,  he  stated,  that  the  Doorkeeper  of  the 
House  discharged  the  duties  of  both  his  office  and  that  of  the 
Sergeant-at-Arms ;  therefore  he  thought  it  but  fair  that  the 
salary  should  be  increased  to  $2,000. 

Mr.  Perkins  called  the  question,  and  the  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Machen  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by  striking*  out  $1,500  as 
the  salaries  of  the  Assistant  Clerks,  and  inserting  $2,000. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Foster,  the  amendment  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  was  then  passed  as  amended. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones  the  title  of  the  bill  was  so  amended 
as  to  include  officers  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
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Military  Exemptions 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith  the  special  order  was  further  post- 
poned to  take  up  the  bill  regulating  military  exemptions. 

Mr.  Chilton's  amendment  was  read,  being  an  additional  section 
to  the  bill. 

Mr.  Conrad  moved  to  amend  the  bill  further  by  exempting  un- 
conditionally all  telegraph  operators  and  members  of  the  South- 
ern Express  Company. 

The  Speaker  said  that  so  much  confusion  prevailed  in  the 
House  that  it  was  impossible  to  hear  anything.  He  had  been 
working  against  a  head  tide  all  morning.  He  appealed  to  mem- 
bers to  preserve  order. 

Mr.  Chilton  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  "by  the  govern- 
ment." 

Mr.  Jones  said  that  it  would  have  this  effect  that  the  whole 
time  of  the  Secretary  of  War  would  be  occupied  in  listening  to 
the  claims  of  persons  who  desired  to  be  exempt. 

Mr.  Machen  offered  an  amendment  exempting  all  persons  en- 
gaged in  the  manufacture  of  iron,  lead,  copper  and  zinc. 

Mr.  Chambliss  moved,  also  as  an  amendment,  to  exempt  those 
employed  in  factories  of  cotton  and  woolen  clothing. 

Mr.  Chilton  offered  an  addition  to  his  amendment,  which  gives 
to  the  Secretary  of  War  the  power  to  exempt  whoever  he  may 
deem  of  sufficient  importance  to  the  public  interest  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Foote  moved  to  go  into  secret  session. 

Mr.  Gartrell,  of  Georgia,  asked  that  the  special  order  of  to- 
day be  made  the  special  order  for  Tuesday  next,  and  con- 
tinued as  the  special  order  from  day  to  day  until  disposed  of. 

Mr.  Davis  moved  that  the  bill  to  increase  the  army  of  the 
Confederate  States,  which  was  made  the  special  order  for  Mon- 
day last,  but  which  had  been  set  aside,  shall  have  precedence  of 
other  unfinished  business,  and  be  considered  from  day  to  day 
until  disposed  of.     Agreed  to. 

The  House  went  into  secret  session,  and,  without  re-opening, 
adjourned. 
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From  Richmond  Dispatch, 
Saturday  Morning,  Mar,   15,   1862. 

The  proceedings  of  the  two  Houses  of  Congress,  in  open  session 
yesterday,  were  not  remarkable  for  any  degree  of  practical  legis- 
lation. A  good  deal  of  talking  was  done  in  both  branches  of 
Congress,  but  beyond  that  we  are  [not]  advised  of  anything  that 
may  be  regarded  as  really  advantageous  to  the  welfare  of  the 
country. 

In  the  Senate,  Mr.  Phelan,  of  Miss.,  presented  a  bill  prohibit- 
ing the  planting  of  cotton  during  the  year  1862,  allowing 
for  each  planter  only  three  acres  for  each  laborer,  and  from 
which  not  more  than  five  bales  of  500  lbs.  each  of  said  laborers 
shall  be  produced.  The  penalty  for  violation  is  proposed  to  be 
$1,000  fine,  and  not  less  than  12  months'  imprisonment,  and  a 
forfeiture  of  the  crop. 

The  discussion  on  this  bill  took  a  wide  range,  and  assumed 
some  of  the  phases  of  a  similar  debate  on  the  bill  of  Mr.  Brown, 
of  Miss.,  on  Wednesday. 

Mr.  Hill,  of  Ga.,  spoke  at  length.  He  said  that  the  bill  pro- 
posed to  destroy  the  production  of  cotton,  and  this  would  involve 
a  destruction  of  slavery,  the  very  thing  our  enemies  most  desire. 
Congress,  he  urged,  could  not  do  everything.  We  might  as  well 
think  of  making  laws  to  force  people  to  be  sober.  The  powers 
of  the  Congress  were  misunderstood.  Ours  was  a  Confederate 
Constitution  with  delegated  powers  to  the  Congress,  and  none 
but  the  sovereignty  of  the  States  could  interfere.  He  implored 
Senators  to  leave  this  matter  of  producing  cotton  to  the  people 
themselves. 

The  House  of  Representatives  yesterday  consumed  nearly  the 
whole  of  the  time  of  their  open  session  in  the  consideration  of  the 
Senate  bill  regulating  the  pay  and  mileage  of  members,  and  went 
into  secret  session  without  coming  to  a  vote  upon  the  question. 
The  amendments  offered  to  the  various  sections  of  the  bill  were 
almost  innumerable,  and  the  speeches  made  upon  these  more 
numerous  still,  and  in  character  from  sedate  to  ludicrous.  It 
is  a  little  unfortunate,  we  think,  that  members  should,  at  this 
period  of  the  session,  and  in  this  hour  of  the  country's  peril, 
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devote  themselves  to  legislation  pertaining  to  their  own  comfort 
and  convenience,  rather  than  to  the  mighty  issues  which,  to  an 
outsider,  seem  to  demand  their  consideration.  There  is  a  rule 
fixing  the  pay  of  members  at  $8  per  day,  which  ought,  in  our 
judgment,  to  satisfy  them  until  matters  of  greater  importance 
than  their  individual  pay  have  received  their  attention.  This  is 
only  an  opinion,  however,  but  one  in  which  a  large  majority  of 
the  people  of  the  country  will  doubtless  concur. 

We  see  no  particular  objection  to  the  Senate  bill  reported 
by  the  Committee  on  Pay  and  Mileage,  which  allows  $3,000  per 
annum  as  the  compensation  of  members ;  but  the  time  consumed 
in  efforts  to  reduce  that  sum  is  more  valuable  than  the  retrench- 
ments proposed.  The  proposition  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Caro- 
lina, fixing  the  sum  of  $3,000  as  the  pay  of  members  of  Con- 
gress, but  making  it  inapplicable  to  the  members  of  the  present 
body,  was  a  severe  test  of  the  disinterestedness  of  members,  and 
one  which  they  were  not  prepared  fully  to  meet.  The  proposi- 
tion was  voted  down  by  ayes  29,  noes  52.  The  members  were 
unwilling  to  fix  the  pay  of  their  successors  at  $3,000  whilst  they 
were  compelled  to  serve  at  $8  per  day.  Some,  no  doubt,  voted 
against  this  proposition  because  they  believed  the  compensation 
too  large. 

The  discussion  on  the  bill  took  a  wide  range,  and  embraced 
almost  every  subject  connected  with  political  and  individual 
economy,  and  some  other  matters  foreign  to  both  of  these  sub- 
jects, and  entirely  irrelevant  to  the  bill  under  consideration. 

At  one  stage  of  the  proceedings,  a  motion  was  made  to  recom- 
mit the  bill  fixing  the  pay  at  $8  per  day,  and  20  cents  per  mile 
for  mileage.  To  this  motion  Mr.  Foote  offered  an  amendment  to 
instruct  the  committee  to  report  a  bill  to  abolish  the  pay  of 
members  of  Congress  during  the  war,  or  to  equalize  it  with  the 
pay  of  privates  in  our  army.  Upon  this  motion,  Mr.  Garnett 
called  for  the  ayes  and  noes,  and  the  vote  being  taken  resulted — 
ayes  32,  noes  55. 

Mr.  Trippe,  of  Georgia,  opposed  any  increase  of  pay,  and 
thought  the  passage  of  the  Senate  bill  would  be  the  most  damag- 
ing legislation  of  which  the  House  could  be  guilty. 
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Messrs.  Foster,  of  Ala.;  Smith,  of  Va.;  Boyce,  of  S.  C,  and 
Jones,  of  Tenn.,  were  opposed  to  the  provisions  of  the  Senate 
bill,  fixing  the  pay  at  $3,000.  Mr.  Singleton,  of  Miss.,  was  in 
favor  of  fixing  the  pay  at  $2,200,  and  thought  that  amount  suf- 
ficient. Messrs.  Miles,  of  S.  C,  and  Foote,  of  Tenn.,  favored 
$3,000  as  being  no  more  than  a  fair  compensation.  Under  a 
motion  to  go  into  secret  session,  the  bill  was  laid  over,  and  the 
House,  at  -^h  o'clock,  went  into  secret  session. 

Before  the  bill  alluded  to  was  taken  up,  Mr.  Chilton,  of  Ala., 
presented  a  bill  to  make  treasury  notes  issued  by  the  Confederate 
States  a  lawful  tender  in  the  payment  of  debts,  and  the  bill  was 
referred  to  the  Judiciary  Committee. 

Mr.  Clapp,  of  Miss.,  introduced  a  resolution  that  the  Commit- 
tee on  Claims,  inquire  what  legislation,  if  any,  is  necessary,  to 
secure  the  pay  of  deceased  soldiers,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  to  inquire  into  the  expediency 
of  allowing  families  of  soldiers  taken  prisoners  to  draw  their  pay. 


Daily  Examiner. 

Saturday,  March   15,   1862. 

SENATE 

The  Senate  assembled  at  twelve  o'clock  and  was  opened  with 
prayer  by  the  Rev.  Bishop  Johns. 

Adjournment  of  Congress 
Mr.  Sparrow,  of  Louisiana,  presented  the  following  resolution, 
which,  at  his  own  request,  was  laid  upon  the  table  for  the  present : 

''Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States 
of  America,  That  Congress  will  adjourn  on  Thursday, 
the  27th  day  of  March,  1862,  at  12  o'clock  M.,  to  meet 

again  on  the  day  of  next  in  this  city, 

unless  called  together  at  some  other  time  or  place  by 
proclamation  of  the  President." 

Mr.  Sparrow  stated  that  all  the  reports  of  the  various  secre- 
taries had  come  in,  and  all  the  recommendations  of  the  President 
except  two  had  been  provided  for  or  disposed  of,  and  between 
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now  and  the  day  designated  in  the  resolution  abundant  time  was 
left  to  perform  all  that  was  necessary.  Every  senator  must 
now  be  aware  of  the  importance  of  his  presence  at  home,  and 
he  should  be  there  unless  public  duties  intervened  to  demand  his 
continued  absence. 

The  Cotton  Prohibition  Bill 

The  bill  restricing  the  cultivation  of  cotton  [S.  24]  (reported  on 
yesterday)  being  the  unfinished  business  before  the  Senate,  was 
taken  up,  and  Mr.  Phelan,  of  Mississippi,  resumed  his  argument 
in  its  behalf. 

He  had  on  the  previous  day  quoted  from  the  common  [law] 
of  England  in  support  of  his  argument  that  the  principle  of  his 
proposition — the  bill  in  question — was  not  unconstitutional.  The 
ground  of  the  very  severe  objection  against  it — that  it  was  un- 
constitutional because  it  created  crime — was,  he  thought,  a  false 
one.  He  did  not  object  to  the  phrase  "because  it  created  a 
crime"  as  a  mere  collocation  of  words  but  to  the  term  "uncon- 
stitutional," as  connected  with  it.  Upon  the  same  principle  we 
might  object  to  the  law  which  provided  a  penalty  for  perjury. 
H  we  could  enforce  the  execution  of  a  power  which  this  body 
had  the  right  to  pass,  that  power  was  constitutional,  and  the 
question  now  at  issue  was,  "Had  this  body  the  right  to  pass  an 
act  restricting  the  cultivation  of  cotton?"  The  gentleman  from 
Georgia  (Mr.  Hill)  whose  heart  had  been  "left  in  bloody  ruins" 
by  his  (Mr.  Phelan's)  persistence  in  urging  this  measure  forward 
the  day  before,  had  based  his  objection  particularly  upon  the 
assumed  unconstitutionality  of  the  proposition.  He  would  not 
[now]  ask  him  this  question :  if  there  was  but  one  place  existing 
in  the  South  at  which  saltpetre  could  be  made — or  but  one  fac- 
tory at  which  arms  could  be  manufactured — and  the  owners  re- 
fused so  to  appropriate  such  an  establishment  as  to  make  it  of 
service  to  the  government,  had  this  government  the  power  to 
take  possession  of  that  establishment  ? 

Mr.  Hill — Certainly — yes.  The  government  could  seize  it  as 
necessary  to  the  prosecution  of  the  war.  The  Constitution  gave 
power  to  take  possession  of  property  to  establish  a  right  of  way, 
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as  in  the  case  of  post  roads ;  it  gave  the  right  to  establish  a  state 
of  war,  and  therefore  everything  could  be  done  necessary  to  its 
prosecution. 

Mr.  Phelan — Is  not  grain,  then,  as  important  as  saltpetre  or 
arms?  If,  he  would  again  ask,  there  were  but  one  farm  on 
which  grain  could  be  raised,  and  the  owner  refused  to  raise  it, 
could  not  the  government,  if  necessary,  make  him  raise  it? 

Mr.  Hill — The  government  could  do  no  such  thing.  The  gov- 
ernment had  no  right  to  make  a  man  make  saltpetre,  nor  guns, 
nor  anything  else.  It  could  seize  the  farm,  but  could  not  force 
the  man  who  owned  it  to  raise  any  certain  grain  upon  it. 

Mr.  Phelan — Could  not  the  government  take  the  farm  and 
raise  the  grain  itself  ? 

Mr.  Hill — This  proposition  is  not  comprehended  in  the  bill. 
On  the  contrary,  the  bill  proposes  to  restrict  the  cultivation  of 
cotton,  and  therefore  it  is  unnecessary  to  go  into  the  argument 
of  such  a  question. 

Mr.  Phelan  said  that  he  would  explain  the  connection  of  his 
question.  Bread  was  certainly  of  more  importance  to  the  army 
than  powder  or  guns.  It  was  not  the  object  of  his  bill  to  take  the 
stronger  measure  granted  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  to 
seize  the  land — to  divest  the  owner  of  his  property ;  but  to  pro- 
hibit him  from  raising  a  certain  quantity  of  cotton  in  order  that 
he  might  raise  more  grain.  The  right  delegated  by  the  Constitu- 
tion to  seize  property  involved  a  greater  and  a  lesser  sacrifice, 
the  greater  including  the  lesser,  and  it  was  the  latter  sacrifice 
which  his  bill  proposed.  It  was  a  mere  prohibition,  which  di- 
vested him  of  nothing  against  which  a  constitutional  objection 
could  be  made.  Would  we  not  want  grain  for  the  army  ?  Could 
we  get  it  elsewhere  than  in  the  South?  No.  The  position  of 
Missouri,  Kentucky,  and  Tennessee  were  such  as  to  render  that 
quarter  of  little  benefit  for  supplies.  It  being  granted  that  grain 
was  necessary  for  the  existence  of  our  army.  Congress  had  the 
power  to  pass  this  law.  It  did  not  compel  the  farmer  to  plant 
any  particular  seed ;  it  prohibited  the  planting  of  one  seed  in 
order  to  induce  the  production  of  another.  It  was  reasonable 
to  suppose  that,  under  such  a  law,  corn  would  be  raised  in  re- 
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quisite  quantity,  and  thus  the  welfare  of  the  government 
promoted.  The  speaker  enumerated  the  necessities  which  ex- 
isted for  a  prompt  passage  of  this  law — the  rapidly  approaching 
season,  the  prospective  wants  of  the  army,  the  necessity  for  meat, 
which  was  dependent  upon  a  supply  of  corn,  &c. 

In  allusion  to  the  argument  that,  by  the  proposed  prohibition, 
England  would  be  stimulated  to  greater  exertions  to  establish  a 
cotton  country  of  her  own,  and  thus  annihilate  ours,  he  said  it 
was  with  him  but  a  secondary  consideration.  The  argument 
itself  was  a  fallacy.  But  admitting  it,  the  success  of  the  gov- 
ernment depended  now  upon  the  army,  and  not  upon  cotton, 
and  the  army  must  have  bread.  It  was  known  that  the  rich  cotton 
lands  in  the  South  were  the  only  certain  grain  lands.  The  poorer 
lands  would  barely  support  those  who  lived  upon  them.  It  was, 
therefore,  necessary,  since  our  domain  for  supplies  was  forced 
to  be  in  the  South,  to  obtain  those  supplies  from  the  rich  cotton 
lands. 

Mr.  Oldham,  of  Texas,  said  that  the  gentleman  (Mr.  Phelan) 
on  yesterday  had  laid  down  political  doctrines  so  widely  different 
from  his  own,  in  respect  to  sovereignty,  that  he  felt  bound  to 
reply  to  them.  If  we  had  the  power  to  do  what  the  gentleman 
said,  there  would  be  no  use  for  State  Governments.  He  had 
read  from  Vattell  to  show  what  a  sovereign  could  do. 

Mr.  Phelan  said  he  had  only  done  so  to  show  that  the  idea  was 
recognized  as  in  other  nations. 

Mr.  Oldham  replied  that  the  subject  deserved  discussion  any- 
how. It  was  almost  impossible  to  make  an  American  think  that 
we  had  reversed  the  European  idea  of  sovereignty.  The  govern- 
ment of  this  nation  was  but  the  sovereign  will  of  the  people, 
comprehended  in  certain  delegatd  powers.  The  State  of  Texas 
was  once  a  dependent  province  of  Mexico.  She  revolted,  and, 
maintained  a  successful  revolution,  was  recognized  as  a  separate 
and  distinct  nation,  formed  an  alliance  with  the  United  States, 
became  one  of  the  States,  and  never  parted,  for  a  moment,  in 
so  doing,  with  one  iota  of  her  power. 

Here  a  message  of  a  highly  important  nature  was  received 
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from  the  House,  when  the  discussion  was  cut  short  and  the  Senate 
went  into  executive  session. 

The  Senate  having  re-opened,  passed  the  House  resolution, 
which  requests  planters  of  cotton  to  refrain  from  the  production 
of  that  article,  and  devote  their  energies  to  the  raising  of  provi- 
sions. 

The  Senate  then  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 
The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment  at  12  M.,  and  was 
opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  Dr.  Hoge. 

Drill  Masters 
Mr.   Curry  introduced  a  bill  authorizing  the  appointment  of 
drill  masters  for  the  army  and  navy,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Increase  of  the  Army 
Mr.  Davis  asked  a  suspension  of  the  rules  in  order  to  take 
up  a  bill  for  the  further  providing  of  a  defence  for  the  Con- 
federacy.   He  did  not  think  it  would  elicit  any  debate,  and  it  was 
a  bill  of  very  great  importance. 

The  House  refused  to  suspend  the  rules,  it  requiring  a  tw0- 
thirds  vote. 

Burning  of  Cotton  and  Tobacco 

Mr.  Lyon,  of  Alabama,  introduced  a  memorial  from  certain 
citizens  of  Green  county,  of  that  State,  urging  the  prevention 
of  the  raising  of  cotton  and  tobacco,  and  the  destruction  of  the 
present  crop  to  prevent  it  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
Referred. 

Mr.  Hanly,  of  Arkansas,  introduced  a  memorial  on  the  sub- 
ject of  patents. 

Military  Economy 

Mr.  Conrad  introduced  the  following: 

"Resolved,  That  a  special  committee  of  five  members 
be  appointed  by  the  Speaker,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to 
enquire  whether  there  has  been,  on  the  part  of  our  mili- 
tary commanders,  a  want  of  proper  economy  in  the  ex- 
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penditure  of  money,  or  an  unnecessary  waste  or  de- 
struction of  public  property."     Agreed  to. 

Indian  Affairs 

Mr.  Davidson  offered  the  following: 

''Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  be 
instructed  to  report  a  bill  to  provide  for  taking  the 
census  of  the  Cherokee  Indians  east  of  the  Mississippi 
river,  according  to  the  census  of  John  C.  Mulav,  taken 
by  virtue  of  an  act  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States, 
of  July,  1845,  so  as  to  provide  for  the  payment  or  re- 
moval and  subsistence  fund  set  apart  by  the  treaty  of 
New  Echoia,  of  1835  and  '36,  with  old  tribe."  Agreed 
to. 

Mr.  Barksdale,  of  Mississippi,  presented  the  claim  of  Mr. 
Leighman,  of  that  State,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Claims. 

Leave  of  Absence 

Mr.  Gaither,  of  North  Carolina,  asked  and  obtained  leave  of 
absence  for  his  colleague,  Mr.  Arrington,  who  had  been  called 
home  to  his  family  by  the  recent  disaster  which  had  befallen  our 
arms  at  Newbern,  N.  C. 

Designs  for  Flags 

Mr.  Davidson  presented  a  design  for  a  flag  from  a  citizen  of 
North  Carolina,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  the 
Flag  and  Seal. 

Mr.  Munnerlynn  presented  the  design  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Matthews,  of  the  Fourth  Georgia  regiment,  for  a  Confederate 
flag.     Referred. 

Mr.  Swan  presented  the  design  of  H.  T.  Dick,  of  Tennessee, 
for  a  Confederate  flag.     Referred. 

Organization  of  Permanent  Government — 
Spirit  of  the  Constitution 

Mr.  Foote  offered  the  following: 

"Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be 
instructed  to  enquire  and  report  to  this  House,  as  soon 
as  practicable,  whether  or  not  the  true  spirit  and  intent 
and  meaning  of  the   Constitution  of  the  Confederate 
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States  be  not  such  as  to  demand  an  early  organization 
under  the  Permanent  Constitution,  of  the  Executive  De- 
partment of  said  government,  by  the  joint  action  of  the 
President  and  Senate,  with  the  view  of  giving  full  as- 
surance to  foreign  powers,  as  well  as  to  our  own  citizens, 
that  a  government,  both  de  jure  and  de  facto,  is  now  in 
existence,  acting  under  the  authority  of  said  Permanent 
Constitution,  and  prepared  to  carry  into  faithful  and  ef- 
fective operation  said  Constitution?"     Agreed  to. 

Miscellaneous 

Mr.  Herbert,  of  Texas,  presented  an  account.  Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Accounts. 

Mr.  Chambliss,  of  Virginia,  presented  a  claim  for  a  pension. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  of  Virginia,  presented  the  claim  of  Nancy 
Griffin,  of  Rockbridge.     Referred. 

Mr.  Russell  said  that  there  was  important  business  before  the 
House  in  secret  session,  and  it  was  desirable  that  it  should  be 
disposed  of  this  week,  and  he  moved  a  secret  session. 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Georgia,  understood  that  the  House  had  passed 
a  resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee.  Many  of 
the  members  had  had  no  time  to  reflect  upon  it,  himself  for 
one,  and  it  was  a  surprise.  He  wished  to  enter  the  motion  to 
re-consider  the  vote  by  which  it  was  passed. 

Public  Printer 

Mr.  Barksdale,  of  Mississippi,  appealed  to  Mr.  Russell  to  with- 
draw his  motion  for  secret  session  in  order  to  enable  him  to  make 
a  report  from  the  Committee  on  Printing,  which  he  had  been 
under  instructions  to  report  for  more  than  a  week  since.  It  was 
a  bill  providing  for  the  election  of  a  public  printer  by  a  con- 
current vote  of  both  Houses  of  Congress.  The  bill  had  been 
reported  from  the  committee  some  time  since,  but  recommitted 
with  instructions.  The  committee  now  reported  this  bill  ac- 
cording to  instructions,  and  he  desired  that  it  should  be  taken 
up  and  acted  upon  at  once.  The  bill  was  read  the  second  and 
third  time  and  passed. 

The  House  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bell,  of  Missouri,  went 
into  secret  session,  and  without  re-opening  adjourned. 
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Monday,  March  17,  1862. 
SENATE 
The  Senate  assembled  at  twelve  o'clock,  and  was  opened  with 
prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Burrows,  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

The  Cotton  Prohibition  Bill 
Mr.  Phelan  rose  to  a  personal  explanation.  He  was  reported 
in  the  Examiner  as  having  asked  the  question  "could  the  govern- 
ment, if  necessary,  force  the  citizen  to  raise  corn."  This  was  a 
mistake.  His  position  was,  that  the  government  could  take  pos- 
session of  and  condemn  to  public  use  upon  compensation  the 
land  necessary  for  that  purpose;  but  that,  if  the  private  title 
was  not  divested,  nor  the  possession  taken  from  the  owner,  the 
power  of  the  government  then  only  extended  to  prohibition,  not 
to  command.  That  it  could  forbid  the  cultivation  of  cotton,  but 
could  not  command  the  planting  of  corn.  The  power  to  do  this 
he  derived  as  follows:  The  power  to  ''support  an  army"  was 
express.  The  power  to  pass  ''all  laws  necessary  and  proper  to 
carry  into  execution"  this  power  was,  also,  express.  The 
necessity  of  the  measure  proposed  he  based  upon  the  follow- 
ing argument:  The  army  could  not  be  supported  without  grain. 
That  grain  must  be  obtained  within  the  Confederacy ;  and  from 
that  planted  during  the  present  year.  The  premises  admitted  the 
conclusion  was  inevitable  that  the  army  could  not  be  supported 
unless  corn  was  planted.  If  so.  Congress  should  have  power,  by 
legislation,  to  promote  the  cultivation  of  corn  by  prohibiting  the 
planting  of  other  seeds.  He  referred  to  authorities  to  show  that 
the  prohibition  to  plant  certain  crops  was  a  proper  means  of 
securing  the  cultivation  of  the  desired  staple. 

Mr.  Oldham,  of  Texas,  resumed  his  argument  against  the 
Cotton  Prohibition  bill,  presented  by  Mr.  Phelan,  of  Mississippi. 
He  said  that  there  seemed  to  be  a  chafing  on  the  part  of  some, 
under  the  restrictions  of  the  Constitution.  This  government  owed 
its  existence  to  the  Constitution,  and  from  it,  it  possessed  definite 
and  limited  powers.  It  exacted  an  oath  from  every  Senator  that 
it  should  be  supported,  and  as  long  as  he  held  a  seat  under  the 
authority  of  that  instrument,  whether  compelled  by  oath  or  not, 
he  should  be  governed  by  it.     He  did  not  think  as  some  did  that 
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the  Constitution  did  not  possess  sufficient  power  to  carry  us 
through  this  war.  Our  fathers  carried  the  war  of  the  Revolu- 
tion through  to  a  successful  issue  with  a  defective  Constitution. 
We  had  obviated  the  defects  of  the  old  Constitution;  our  Con- 
stitution provided  ample  authority  for  raising  an  army,  procur- 
ing supplies,  and  buying  and  making  arms,  and  he  thought  that 
the  best  way  in  which  Congress  could  inspire  the  people  of  the 
Confederacy  with  confidence  in  the  government  was  to  adhere  to 
the  letter  and  spirit  of  the  Constitution.  We  should  be  careful, 
in  the  early  stage  of  our  history,  in  setting  a  bad  precedent. 
Precedents  of  the  old  government,  in  its  earlier  stages,  had  often 
been  quoted  as  evidences  of  authority  for  acts  that  had  after- 
ward been  attempted — precedents  deserved  to  be  considred  of 
no  consquence;  but,  if  this  government  should  survive  this  war, 
he  was  determined  that,  although  it  was  probable  that  many  in- 
stances would  be  cited  hereafter  as  precedents,  at  no  time  should 
his  name  be  quoted  as  authority  for  any  infraction  of  the  Con- 
stitution whatever.  He  should  raise  his  voice  at  all  times  against 
any  assumption  of  power  by  a  government  of  delegated  authority. 
The  gentleman  from  Mississippi  (Mr.  Phelan)  had  read  from 
Vattell  to  show  what  a  sovereign  might  do.  The  sovereignty  of 
a  European  power  was  unlimited  authority;  there  was  no  re- 
striction, no  limit.  But  an  important  question  was,  who  is  the 
sovereign  here?  Did  it  reside  in  the  General  Government;  the 
State  Government,  or  in  the  people?  All  the  power  of  both  the 
General  and  State  Governments  was  derived  from  the  people. 
The  Constitution  declared  the  Confederacy  to  be  a  union  of 
States;  and  if  sovereignty  existed,  it  existed  in  the  States,  and 
only  in  the  political  community  of  those  States.  The  unlimited 
power  of  sovereignty  could  only  be  exercised  by  that  community. 
He  did  not  consider  that  he  owed  allegiance  to  any  govern- 
ment whatever — a  declaration  which  might  appear  strange;  the 
only  allegiance  which  bound  him  was  that  which  he  owed  to  the 
sovereign  society  at  home,  and  only  to  the  government,  because 
they  demanded  it  and  form  a  part  of  it.  The  speaker  here  defined 
the  relation  between  the  State  and  General  Government,  showing 
that  both  the  former  and  latter  were  two-fold  governments,  one 
domestic,  the  other  for  the  regulation  of  foreign  affairs;  and  in 
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this  connection  he  maintained  that  no  State  could  interfere,  either 
directly,  or  through  the  medium  of  the  General  Government, 
with  the  affairs  or  interest  of  any  other  State.  The  States  had 
given  the  General  Government  the  power  to  coin  money,  but  did 
not  give  it  the  power  to  say  what  should  be  a  legal  tender  in  any 
State.  The  true  principle  to  be  maintained  was  that  the  General 
Government  should  be  kept  as  far  from  the  local  governments  as 
possible.  If  it  was  true  that  "history  is  but  philosophy  teaching 
by  example,"  the  history  of  the  government  from  which  we  had 
separated  should  be  studied  well  by  the  Senators.  That  govern- 
ment, after  full  seventy  years  existence,  had  attained  a  position 
before  the  world  which  had  extorted  an  acknowledgment  of  its 
success  from  the  most  absolute  monarchies.  And  yet  it  was 
crushed  and  crumbled  like  some  giant  fabric  beneath  the  weight 
of  years.  And  why?  It  was  caused  by  just  such  legislation  as 
was  proposed  by  this  bill,  and  by  various  others,  which  had  been 
discussed  in  this  and  the  Provisional  Congress.  The  tendency  to 
indoctrinate  the  people  into  the  belief  that  there  was  no  reliance 
in  the  State  Governments  was  the  bane  of  the  old  republic,  and 
would  be,  if  not  avoided,  the  bane  of  this.  That  government, 
from  its  commencement,  gradually  taught  the  people  to  centralize 
upon  it,  as  the  only  reliance  for  their  honour  and  welfare,  and 
bought  and  bribed  them  not  to  rely  upon  the  States  themselves. 
The  first  measure  was  the  establishment  of  a  National  Bank ;  the 
next  the  establishment  of  a  Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  and 
a  Naval  Academy  at  Annapolis,  and  so  on.  No  case  was  more 
palpable  than  that  of  Pennsylvania,  who  showed  her  devotion  to 
the  central  power,  by  selling  out  to  the  Black  Republicans  and 
supporting  Lincoln.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  institution  of  slavery, 
amidst  this  tendency  to  consolidate,  the  Southern  States  would 
never  [have]  seceded.  We  should  now  try  to  avoid  every  danger 
into  which  the  old  Union  had  been  plunged,  and  go  forward  boldly 
at  once  to  expel  the  invader.  We  would  not,  he  thought,  have 
time  to  raise  corn.  We  should  not  whittle  away  our  time  any 
longer  upon  constitutional  expedients  and  in  discussing  the  merits 
of  questions  which  operate  on  the  future. 

The  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Commerce. 
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Message  From  the  President 
A  message  was  received  from  the  President  stating  that  he  had 
appointed  B.  N.  Harrison,  of  Mississippi,  his  Secretary,  in  place 
of  Robert  Josselyn,  resigned. 

The  Pay  of  Deceased  Soldiers 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Arkansas,  presented  a  bill  repealing  an  act 
of  the  Provisional  Congress  and  exacting  [enacting]  a  sub- 
stitute therefor,  in  relation  to  the  pay  of  deceased  soldiers.  It 
provides  for  the  payment  of  claims  due  deceased  soldiers  first 
to  the  widows  of  the  deceased;  if  he  leaves  none,  then  to  the 
children;  or  next  to  the  father;  next  to  the  mother;  or  next  to 
be  equally  divided  among  his  brothers  and  sisters.  The  Auditor 
shall  designate,  and  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  shall  appoint 
a  person,  to  disburse  such  claims. 

Miscellaneous 

Mr.  Sparrow,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Military  Committee,  re- 
ported back  the  North  Carolina  Convention  resolutions  in  regard 
to  enlistments,  and  the  committee  was  discharged  from  their 
further  consideration. 

Mr.  Semmes,  of  Louisiana,  called  up  the  bill  providing  the 
mode  of  paying  the  members  and  officers  of  Congress,  and  the 
disbursement  of  the  contingent  fund,  which  was  amended  and 
passed. 

The  Senate  then  went  into  executive  session. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 
The  House  was  called  to  order  at  noon,  and  opened  with  prayer 
by  Rev.  Dr.  Doggett. 

Members  Qualified 
Mr.    Adkins   introduced   Hon.    Meredith   P.    Gentry,   delegate 
from  Tennessee,  who  has  been  detained  hitherto  from  the  House 
in  consequence  of   sickness.     He   was   duly   qualified   and   took 
his  seat. 

Adjournment  of  Congress 
Mr.  Curry  offered  the  following  resolution: 

''Resolved  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representa- 
tives of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  That  this 
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Congress   will   adjourn   on   Monday,   the    31st   day  of 
March,  1862,  and  re-assemble  on  the  14th  day  of  July, 

1862." 

Mr.  Conrad  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table.  At  least  not 
take  it  up  for  a  few  days.     Lost. 

Mr.  Royston,  of  Arkansas,  moved  to  strike  out  the  time  for 
re-assembling. 

Mr.  Dupre  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  14th  of  July  and 
insert  ''the  first  Monday  in  October,  unless  sooner  convened  by 
the  President,  either  to  meet  here  or  at  such  other  other  place  as 
the  President  may  designate."  He  thought  it  not  unlikely  that 
the  Congress  would  be  again  convened  by  the  President  before 
October.  It  may  also  be  unnecessary  to  change  the  place  of 
meeting  as  the  immediate  scene  of  action  in  the  war  may  suggest. 

Mr.  Royston  withdrew  his  amendment. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Mississippi,  said  that  if  the  matter  was  pressed 
he  would  be  compelled  to  call  for  secret  session.  There  would 
be  much  said  upon  the  motion  to  adjourn  that  suggested  to  his 
mind  the  propriety  of  either  a  secret  session  or  of  a  postponement. 
There  was  certainly  many  arguments  tO'  be  adduced  against  the 
adjournment,  which  would  be  unpalatable,  not  to  the  people  of 
the  country,  but  to  certain  officials.  He  moved  that  the  motion 
be  laid  over  until  tomorrow.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Royston  moved  now  to  take  up  a  resolution  offered  by 
him  some  time  since  in  reference  to  the  adjournment  of  Congress. 

Mr.  Foote  said  he  could  not  see  why  gentlemen  were  eternally 
making  such  motions  as  these,  when  they  knew  that  they  had 
such,  and  so  much,  important  business  to  attend  to. 

The  motion  was  not  agreed  to. 

Militia  Organization  of  the  Army 

Mr.  Wright  introduced  a  bill  providing  for  the  organization 
of  the  army  and  disciplining  the  militia  of  the  Confederate  States. 

This  bill,  he  stated,  looked  to  the  efficiency  of  the  militia,  who 
had  formerly  been  regarded  as  not  so  valuable  in  the  field  as  the 
volunteer  branch  of  the  military  service.  The  bill  was,  after 
arguments  adduced  pro  and  con  hy  Messrs.  Miles,  Jones,  Hanly, 
Wright  and  Gartrell  as  to  whether  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary 
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or  the   Military   Committee  was  the  proper  one  for   reference, 
finally  referred  to  that  on  Military  Affairs. 

Executive  Organization 

Mr.  Wright,  of  Georgia,  here  called  up  the  motion  entered 
by  him  on  Saturday  last,  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the 
resolution  offered  by  Mr.  Foote,  of  Tennessee,  in  relation  to  the 
organization  of  the  Executive  Department  of  the  Government, 
was  adopted.  He  did  not  wish  the  resolution  acted  upon  im- 
mediately, for  if  it  lay  over  for  perhaps  a  week,  possibly  the 
object  desired  and  aimed  at  in  the  presentation  of  the  resolution 
might  perchance  be  attaind,  and  thus  the  resolution  would  lie 
silently  upon  the  table.  He  did  not  intend  any  censure  upon  any- 
one— the  resolution  was  merely  one  of  enquiry. 

Mr.  Wright  said  that  he  did  not  wish  such  a  record  to  be  upon 
the  journal,  and,  therefore  he  insisted  upon  the  reconsideration. 

The  vote  was  accordingly,  Mr.  Foote  also  consenting,  recon- 
sidered, and  the  resolution  laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

Miscellaneous 

Mr.  Perkins  offered  a  resolution  that  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  repealing 
the  naturalization  laws  now  in  force  in  the  Confederate  States, 
and  report  another  set  of  laws  in  relation  to  naturalization  under 
the  Confederate  Government.     Agreed  to. 

Also  a  resolution  that  the  Clerk  of  the  House  be  required  to 
keep  hereafter  a  record  open  for  the  inspection  of  members. 
Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Conrad  moved  that  the  claim  of  Lieutenant  Charles  R. 
Benton,  presented  some  time  since  to  the  Provisional  Congress, 
be  withdrawn  from  the  files  and  reported  to  this  House. 
Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Mississippi,  moved  that  the  injunction  of  secrecy 
by  removed  from  the  bill  relating  to  an  increase  of  the  army  and 
the  defence  of  the  Confederate  States.    Not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Clapp  introduced  a  bill  entitled  *'An  act  in  reference  to 
claims  due  to  deceased  soldiers."     Referred. 

Mr.  Davidson  presented  a  communication  in  relation  to  the 
extension  of  the  railroad  in  North  Carolina. 
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Mr,  Jones  moved  to  take  up  the  Senate  bill  in  relation  to  the 
salaries  of  officers  of  both  Houses  of  Congress.  The  Senate 
amended  the  amendment  proposed  by  the  House,  which  inserts 
daily  instead  of  quarterly,  and  provides  that  the  salaries  be  paid 
monthly  in  advance.  The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the 
bill  was  passed. 

Special  Reports 

Mr.  Foote  offered  a  resolution  that  the  Secretary  of  War  be 
requested  to  transmit  to  this  House  the  official  report  touching 
the  battle  of  Roanoke  Island,  as  he  has  heretofore  been  re- 
quested to  do,  or  assign  reasons  for  not  doing  so. 

Mr.  Foote  said  that  it  had  been  about  six  days  since  the  report 
had  been  demanded,  and  nothing  had  yet  been  heard  of  it.  It 
was,  he  understood,  a  very  important  report,  and  should  ere  this 
have  been  published.  It  explained  why  a  battle  was  lost  when- 
ever the  enemy  had  entrance  and  access  to  some  ten  or  fifteen 
available  points  in  the  South,  and  enabled  them  to  penetrate  our 
country  and  make  progress  in  invasion.  This  matter  required 
legislation,  and  he  was  most  desirous  that  the  report  should  be 
acted  upon,  because  it  conveyed  knowledge  of  facts  extremely 
important  to  the  success  of  the  Confederacy  and  the  safety  of 
the  Republic.  This  delay  was  not  a  matter  of  mystery.  He 
supposed  there  was  no  one  here  who  was  not  prepared  to  explain 
it ;  but  he  wished  it  understood  he  did  not  come  here  to  be  trifled 
with,  and  still  more  to  have  the  safety  of  his  constituents  treated 
with  open  and  practical  contempt  by  any  cabinet  officer  of  any 
of  the  departments  of  the  government.  He  intended  to  persist  in 
the  demand  for  these  reports  until  the  demand  was  complied 
with,  or  some  reason  assigned  for  not  doing  so. 

Mr.  Garnett  said  that  the  call  for  the  report  was  made  upon  the 
President  and  not  on  the  Secretary  of  War,  but  he  knew  that  the 
report  of  the  battle  of  Roanoke  Island  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
Secretary  of  War ;  but  the  gentlem.en  complained  that  the  request 
had  been  made  some  six  days  ago.  What  would  he  think  if  he 
was  informed  that  certain  papers  had  been  asked  for  four  weeks 
ago,  and  had  not  been  yet  heard  from. 

Mr.  Foote  said  this  was  but  piling  Pehon  upon  Ossa. 
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Mr.  Kenner  said  that  this  report  had,  it  was  true,  been  read 
by  the  Secretary  of  War,  but  had  been  sent  to  General  Huger, 
because  it  had  not,  according  to  mihtary  usage,  been  first  sub- 
mitted to  that  officer. 

Mr.  Foote  said  that  it  was  then  confessed  here  that  the  Secre- 
tary of  War  had  received  the  report  in  question,  but  it  had  been 
sent  back  before  it  was  submitted  to  this  House,  when  the 
country  is  in  danger.  When  he  knew  all  this,  he  must  needs  con- 
form with  certain  technicalities.  Such  a  man  was  unworthy  of 
a  place  in  the  cabinet.  Such  a  man  could  not  but  fail  to  aid  in 
this  our  great  cause  and  struggle  for  independence  as  a  nation. 
With  a  disregard  of  what  the  Congress  requested  him  to  do,  he 
must  send  the  report  ofif  to  General  Huger  in  order  to  allow  him 
to  make  some  remarks  upon  it ;  and  that  officer,  high  in  command, 
that  patriotic  and  chivalrous  gentleman,  with  his  accustomed  tardy 
movements,  his  usual  slow  action  (Laughter),  had  been  consider- 
ing the  report  ever  since,  he  supposed.  It  was  a  want  of  due 
respect  to  this  House.  He  receives  a  communication  from  the 
House,  and  declines  to  comply  with  the  demand  and  requisition, 
but,  with  the  report  in  his  possession  at  the  very  time  of  requisi- 
tion, deems  it  expedient  to  send  it  elsewhere.  It  was  a  display 
of  utter  [contempt  to  this  body] — it  was  criminal.  The  matter 
deserves  notice,  and  shows  the  man  utterly  unworthy  to  occupy 
the  position  he  now  holds. 

In  reply  to  the  gentleman  who  spoke  of  the  necessity  of  techni- 
calities he  would  say,  that  at  certain  times  there  should  be  a  dis- 
regard of  technicalities.     ''Mains  usiis  aholendus  est." 

But  he  (Mr.  Foote)  suspected — yea,  was  well  aware,  that  this 
delay  was  made  by  the  Secretary  of  War  for  fear  of  endangering 
his  own  reputation,  and  of  developing  facts  that  were  not  likely 
to  inure  to  the  happiness  of  our  country.  He  intended,  as  he 
said  before,  to  persist  in  these  complaints ;  and  this  was  but  a 
taste  of  what  he  would  give.  (Laughter.)  When  the  Special 
Committee  on  the  Disasters  at  Fort  Donelson,  and  Fort  Henry, 
and  the  surrender  of  the  city  of  Nashville,  had  advised  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  want  of  certain  papers,  he  had  utterly  disregarded 
them.  This  non-compliance  was  contumacious,  it  was  contemp- 
tuous to  his  House.     He  was  determined  to  drag  this  informa- 
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tion  forth,  in  some  way  or  other,  which  had  been  refused.  His 
course  not  only  deserves  censure,  but  is  indefensible  in  any  man 
living. 

Mr.  Kenner  explained  the  motives  of  the  Secretary  in  sending 
back  the  report  to  General  Huger. 

Mr.  Gaither  defended  the  Secretary  of  War,  saying  that  he 
had  always  received  prompt  answers  to  any  communications 
which  he  had  presented  from  his  committee.  The  labour  of  the 
Secretary  were  perfectly  Herculean. 

Mr.  Wilcox  defended  Mr.  Benjamin  from  what  he  considered 
unwarranted  attacks  by  the  member  from  Tennessee.  He  felt 
it  due  to  himself  and  his  constituents  to  protest  against  the 
proceeding. 

Mr.  Foote  said  that  he  did  not  gratify  personal  feelings  in  at- 
tacks. But  the  Secretary  might  be  assured  that  if  what  he  had 
heretofore  said  was  severe,  it  was  but  feeble  to  what  he  might 
expect.  He  was  prepared  to  bring  out  facts  that  would  startle 
at  least  some,  and  he  would  show  that  the  Secretary  was  re- 
sponsible for  the  national  calamities  which  had  hitherto  befallen 
us,  and  for  those  reverses  which  he  had  a  right  to  look  for  as 
the  consequence  in  future.     Mr.  Foote  withdrew  his  resolution. 

Salaries  of  Members 

The  House  took  up  the  bill  relating  to  the  compensation  of 
members  of  Congress ;  and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Machen,  of  Ken- 
tucky, filled  the  blank  made  by  striking  out  $3,000  as  the  yearly- 
salary,  with  $2,500.     The  bill  was  passed  as  amended. 

Contested  Seat 

A  report  was  made  by  Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the 
Committee  on  Elections,  concerning  the  contested  seat  of  Mr. 
Garland,  of  Arkansas,  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  that  State.  The  re- 
port not  being  satisfactory,  it  was,  after  discussion,  recommitted 
with  instructions. 

The  House,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Miles,  resolved  itself  into  secret 
session,  and,  without  re-opening,  adjourned. 


1^8  Southern  Historical  Society  Papers 

Tuesday,  March  i8,  1862. 

SENATE 

The  Senate  re-assembled  at  twelve  o'clock,  and  was  opened 
with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  J.  L.  Burrows,  D.  D. 

Post  Routes 
Mr.  Oldham,  from  the  Committee  on  Post-Offices  and  Post- 
Roads,  reported  back,   with  a  recommendation  that  it  pass,  a 
House  bill  establishing  certain  post-routes  in  Mississippi,  Texas, 
and  Georgia.    It  was  read  a  third  time  and  passed. 

The  Cotton  Prohibition  Bill 
Mr.  Hill,  of  Georgia,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary, 
reported  back,  the  bill  offered  a  few  days  ago  by  Mr.  Phelan,  in 
respect  to  the  prohibition  of  cotton  raising  during  the  present 
year,  with  the  recommendation  that  it  do  not  pass. 
The  report  of  the  committee  was  concurred  in. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Barnwell,  of  South  Carolina,  the  Senate 
then  went  into  secret  session. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

The  House  met  at   12  M.,  and  was  opened  with  prayer  by 
Rev.  Dr.  Doggett. 

Communication  from  the  Attorney  General 
The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  communication  from  the 
Attorney  General  in  reference  to  the  papers  of  the  Provisional 
Congress.     The  report  was   referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Judiciary. 

Resolution 
Mr.  Ralls  offered  the  following  resolution: 

''Resolved,  That  the  hour  of  meeting  of  the  House 
shall  be  11  o'clock  until  otherwise  ordered."  Not 
agreed  to. 

Adjournment  of  Congress 
Mr.  Curry  called  up  the  resolution  introduced  by  himself  on 
yesterday,   in   reference   to   adjournment.     The   amendment,    as 
offered  generally  by  Messrs.  Conrad  and  Dupre,  and  published 
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in  the  proceedings  of  yesterday,  were  being  considered  when — 
Mr.  Russell  moved  that  the  consideration  of  the  resolution  be 
indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  Russell  said  it  seemed  to  him  that  it  was  impossible  for 
us  now,  with  any  degree  of  propriety,  to  appoint  a  day  when  we 
shall  adjourn,  and  that  when  there  is  so  much  business  of  im- 
portance now  upon  the  calendar,  and  the  committees  are  now 
being  engaged  upon  appropriations  and  other  business,  as  well  as 
many  other  measures  of  importance  remain  to  be  disposed  of, 
which  cannot  possibly  be  disposed  of  within  the  next  two  weeks. 
He  submitted  to  the  House  that  it  would  be  a  gross  dereliction 
of  duty  if  we  adjourn  and  return  home,  and  thereby  abrogate 
our  share  in  political  dangers  in  a  time  of  great  public  peril.  It 
seemed  to  him  that  it  would  not  only  be  a  great  dereliction  of 
duty  but  it  would  have  a  most  unfortunate  effect  on  popular 
sentiment,  and  would  be  fraught  with  great  dangers.  This  gov- 
ernment, in  all  its  departments,  ought  to  be  retained.  An  absence 
now  would  leave  all  responsibility  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the 
Executive.  Not  that  he  had  not  confidence  in  the  Executive  De- 
partment of  the  Government,  but  he  thought  that  it  might  be  fol- 
lowed with  more  deplorable  consequences,  while  the  power  of  the 
conduct  of  the  war  was  trusted  to  the  Executive  Department 
alone.  He  thought  that  it  was  very  strange  that  we  should  vote 
ourselves  a  salary  on  yesterday  and  today  consider  a  motion 
to  adjourn. 

Mr.  Holt  said  that  the  only  objection  he  could  have  to  the 
resolution  was,  that  it  fixed  the  day  for  the  adjournment  of 
Congress  at  too  distant  a  period.  He  understood  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia  to  say  that  disasters  would  fall  upon  us  if  we 
adjourn;  disasters  have  fallen  upon  us  since  the  commencement 
of  Congress.  He  says  we  must  leave  all  the  conduct  of  the  war 
in  the  hands  of  the  President.  He  would  ask  if  it  has  not  been 
in  the  hands  of  the  President  during  the  four  weeks  we  have 
been  here?  He  would  ask  what  aid  has  been  rendered  by  this 
Congress  to  the  Executive  Department.  What  report  had  they 
to  make?  Had  they  reached  out  any  help  in  this  revolution? 
It  was  true  they  had  appointed  committees  of  investigation,  if 
that  would  be  deemed,  in  some  degree  as  offering  help ;  and  what 
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more  could  they  do?  What  other  part  could  they  take?  It  was 
the  duty  of  these  representatives  to  perform  all  their  duty  and 
then  return  to  their  constituents,  where  they  might  be  of  some 
help  to  the  people.  The  appropriation  bills  would  be  passed  and 
then  their  work  would  be  done. 

Mr.  Staples  said — It  strikes  me  that  we  are  exhibiting  a  curious 
spectacle  before  the  country.  Yesterday  the  members  of  this 
House  voted  themselevs  a  fixed  salary  of  twenty-five  hundred 
dollars ;  today  they  discuss  a  proposition,  and  indicate  a  purpose, 
to  adjourn  Congress  at  an  early  day.  Yesterday  it  was  said  that 
the  daily  compensation  was  insufficient  to  support  gentlemen  in 
this  city ;  today  it  is  said  there  is  no  business  requiring  Congress 
to  remain  in  session.  Having  voted  yourselves  an  increase  of 
salary  in  consideration  of  services  to  be  performed,  the  country 
has  a  right  to  expect  that  you  will  remain  and  perform  those 
services.  If  there  is  nothing  to  be  done  in  the  way  of  legislation, 
you  have  been  guilty  of  gross  injustice  to  yourselves  and  to 
the  country  in  declaring  that  increase  of  compensation  necessary 
and  proper. 

The  honourable  gentleman  from  Georgia  tells  us  there  is 
nothing  to  be  done.  Nothing  to  be  done !  Sir,  everything  is  to 
be  done.  We  have  special  orders  for  the  next  ten  days.  We 
have  not  had  a  report  from  a  committee  within  a  week.  We 
were  informed  that  the  committee  had  on  hand  a  large  number 
of  reports  and  bills  requiring  the  immediate  action  of  the  House. 
Look  at  the  unfinished  business  of  the  Provisional  Congress, 
with  a  calendar  containing  more  than  sixty  bills,  not  one  of  which 
has  been  touched.  All  these  measures  are  to  be  postponed  to 
some  more  convenient  season  to  enable  gentlemen  to  go  home 
to  look  after  their  families  and  to  attend  to  their  private  affairs. 
Gentlemen  should  have  thought  of  these  things  when  they  became 
candidates.  They  have  solemnly  dedicated  themselves  to  the  pub- 
lic service,  and  now,  when  a  bleeding  country  lies  almost  prostrate 
before  us,  it  is  no  time  to  look  or  think  of  private  interest  and 
private  sacrifices. 

How  many  officers  and  privates  are  there  in  the  army  who 
have  never  visited  their  homes?  who  have  never  devoted  a  day's 
attention  to  their  domestic  affairs  since  the  war  commenced,  and 
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who  have  sworn  never  to  relax  their  efforts,  never  to  quit  the 
post  of  duty,  so  long  as  the  cause  encounters  a  foe  or  requires  a 
friend?  The  honourable  gentleman  tells  us  we  should  go  home 
to  encourage  the  people  by  our  example  and  our  counsel.  Sir,  we 
were  not  elected  for  any  such  purpose;  we  were  sent  here  to 
assist  in  putting  a  permanent  government  in  successful  operation, 
to  meet  the  exigencies  and  necessities  of  the  infant  republic,  to 
aid  in  prosecuting  this  great  struggle  to  a  noble  and  triumphant 
termination,  to  pursue  a  system  of  general  legislation  adapted  to 
the  wants  of  thirteen  Confederate  States.  Every  hour  that  rolls 
over  our  heads  is  pregnant  with  great  events,  and  gives  a  new 
phase  to  the  aspect  of  affairs.  We  can  not  tell  what  a  day  may 
bring  forth — what  new  and  extraordinary  legislation  may  be 
required  during  each  successive  week.  Here  is  the  post  of  duty 
for  us,  here  it  is  our  duty  to  remain,  watching  the  progress  of 
this  struggle,  and  aiding  the  Executive  by  such  measures  as  the 
patriotism  and  wisdom  of  all  may  suggest.  If  we  can  do  no 
good  here  we  can  do  no  good  anywhere. 

Mr.  Speaker,  if,  in  this  hour  of  our  fate,  Congress  shall  prove 
recreant  to  its  duty,  shall  give  indication  of  trepidation  and  alarm, 
of  a  disposition  to  abandon  the  Government  and  the  Capital, 
then,  indeed,  may  the  country  begin  to  feel  the  revolution  a 
failure.  As  for  myself,  I  have  never  despaired.  I  will  never 
despair  so  long  as  there  is  a  head  to  devise  or  an  arm  to  strike. 
My  trust  is  in  the  justice  of  our  cause,  in  the  strong  arms  of 
our  people,  and  the  protection  of  Providence.  The  people  do 
not  despair  if  the  representatives  are  but  true.  They  will  not 
fail;  they  will  answer  to  the  call  of  freedom  with  watchless 
enthusiasm  and  unshrinking  courage.  Even  now,  from  the 
Potomac  to  the  Gulf,  from  the  mountains  to  the  vine-clad  hills 
of  the  South,  they  are  coming  in  the  majesty  of  the  spirit  that 
made  Platsea  and  Marathon,  Yorktown  and  Manassas,  illustrious 
in  the  annals  of  mankind.  If,  indeed,  my  State  should  be  over- 
run by  the  countless  hosts  of  the  North,  the  work  of  subjugation 
would  have  merely  begun.  If  the  low  lands  and  the  seaboard 
are  occupied,  we  can  retreat  to  the  mountains,  and  from  their 
caverns  and  gorges  come  forth  to  strike  in  the  sacred  cause  of 
freedom.     When  the  storm  rages  fiercest  around  us  it  will  but 


1 82  Southern  Historical  Society  Papers 

evoke  those  heroic  virtues,  without  which  no  people  can  ever  be 
free.  Sir,  I  did  not  rise  to  make  a  speech ;  my  object  is  to  enter 
my  solemn  protest  against  indicating  any  day  looking  to  an  early 
adjournment  of  this  Congress. 

Mr.  Dupre  said  he  had  listened  with  pleasure  to  the  eloquent 
remarks  of  the  gentleman  who  preceded  him,  but  he  had  failed 
to  be  convinced  by  his  argument.  He  was  of  the  opinion  that 
the  greatest  blessing  that  this  Congress  could  confer  on  this  coun- 
try would  be  its  adjournment.  The  strife  had  now  come  to  that 
juncture  when  the  people  looked  somewhere  else  than  to  this 
Congress  for  aid. 

He  looked  in  vain  for  any  popular  demonstration  that  a  great 
revolution  was  on  hand.  He  had  seen,  in  walking  the  streets  of 
this  city,  by  day  or  by  night,  nothing  to  convince  him  that  the 
great  popular  mind  was  conscious  of  the  fact  that  a  great  revolu- 
tion is  upon  the  country.  He  had  seen  people  come  to  the  doors 
of  the  Congress  Halls  in  hopes  to  hear  some  stirring  appeal  or 
some  demonstration  of  the  fact  that  the  members  of  this  Con- 
gress were  fully  awake  to  the  fact  that  a  bloody  strife  is  now 
upon  our  borders.  The  time  has  come  when  the  people  should  be 
stirred  up  and  this  revolution  can  never  be  brought  to  a  successful 
termination  unless  there  is  a  popular  commotion,  such  as  will  call 
up,  in  the  progress  of  the  revolution,  and  will  cause  to  rise  one 
of  those  great  figures  to  which  the  public  gaze  may  be  directed, 
who  is  likely  to  become  the  leader  on  an  occasion  like  this;  one 
in  whom  the  people  can  trust,  and  who  will  bend  his  whole 
energies  to  the  successful  termination  of  the  contest. 

Letters  were  coming  in  from  the  West,  asking  whether  or  not 
President  Davis  intended  to  take  the  field.  So  long  as  this  Con- 
gress sits  he  cannot  leave;  but,  if  we  were  to  adjourn,  he  could 
take  the  field — take  command  of  the  army  of  the  West — and 
they  could  be  led  on  to  certain  victory.  He  hoped  that,  in  view 
of  these  things,  and  of  our  present  danger,  this  Congress  adjourn, 
that  they  might  all  return  to  their  homes. 

Mr.  Holt  said  that  he  wished  to  make  a  personal  explanation. 
It  was  said  on  yesterday  that  we  had  voted  ourselves  twenty-five 
hundred  dollars  salary,  and  on  today  moved  to  adjourn.  He 
begged  leave  to  say  to  the  honourable  gentleman  from  Virginia 
that  no  one  had  laboured  more  assiduously  than  himself  and  his 
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colleagues  from  the  State  of  Georgia  to  prevent  the  passage  of 
the  salary  bill;  but  yesterday  they  were  told  that  they  must  not 
vote  for  a  per  diem,  because  the  members  would  prolong  the 
session  in  order  to  receive  it.  Today  they  were  told  that  they 
had  voted  themselves  a  salary,  and  they  must  stay  here  to  earn  it. 
He  had  been  opposed  to  the  system  of  salary  from  the  beginning. 
Mr.  Goode  called  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  postponeemnt  of 
the  resolution,  which  was  agreed  to — ^yeas  42,  nays  40. 

Miscellaneous 
Mr.  Perkins  offered  a  resolution  that  the  Committee  on  Com- 
merce be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  propriety  of  reposing  the 
laws   prohibiting  the   use   of   certain   ports   of   entry   from  the 
Potomac  river  to  the  Rio  Grande.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Davis  introduced  a  bill  to  amend  an  act  entitled  "An  act 
in  relation  to  the  sequestration  of  the  estates  of  alien  enemies." 
Referred. 

Mr.  Conrow,  of  Missouri,  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence 
for  his  colleague  (Mr.  Bell)  in  consequence  of  the  condition  of 
his  health. 

Mr.  Boteler,  of  Virginia,  offered  the  following: 

"Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  making 
provision  for  the  payment  of  the  militia  of  Virginia  who 
have  been  called  out,  but  who,  under  the  present  act  of 
the  Confederate  States,  cannot  be  paid  for  the  services 
they  have  rendered."    Passed. 

Mr.  Kenner,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  re- 
ported a  bill  for  the  collection  of  the  war  tax,  which  was 
passed. 

Also,  from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  the  general 
appropriation  bill  for  the  support  of  the  government  from  April 
30  to  November  30,  1862.  Made  the  ordeV  of  the  day  for  Friday 
next,  and  from  day  to  day  till  disposed  of. 

Mr.  Kenner  also  reported  various  bills  from  the  committee  in 
reference  to  the  exportation  of  cotton  and  tobacco,  with  recom- 
mendation that  they  do  not  pass. 

The  bill  in  reference  to  the  prevention  of  the  exportation  of 
the  above  articles  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday 
next. 
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Mr.  Vilkre,  from  the  Committee  on  Claims,  reported  back  the 
memorial  of  L.  C.  Dank,  of  the  New  Orleans  Delta,  asking  to  be 
discharged  from  its  further  consideration. 

A  number  of  bills  having  been  reported  from  the  committees 
and  variously  disposed  of,  the  House  adjourned. 


Wednesday,  March  19,  1862. 

.  SENATE 

Mr.  Semmes,  of  Louisiana,  offered  the  following,  which  was 
adopted : 

''Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  be 
directed  to  enquire  into  the  justice  and  expediency  of 
paying,  during  the  continuance  of  the  present  war,  the 
pensions  allowed  by  the  laws  of  the  United  States  to 
widows  of  deceased  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  army 
whose  husbands,  at  the  time  of  their  decease,  were 
citizens  of  any  one  of  the  States  composing  this  Con- 
federacy, said  widows  now  being  citizens  of  the  Con- 
federate States,  and  report  by  bill  or  otherwise." 

The  Senate  then  went  into  secret  session. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

The  House  was  called  to  order  at  12  M.,  and  opened  with 
prayer  by  Rev.  Dr.  Doggett. 

Members  Qualified 

Mr,  Currin  introduced  Hon,  John  B.  Wright,  delegate-elect 
from  the  State  of  Tennessee,  who  was  duly  qualified  and  took 
his  seat. 

It  was  stated  by  Mr.  Currin  that  Mr.  Wright  had  been  detained 
at  home  by  the  sickness  of  his  family,  else  he  would  have  been 
here  early  in  the  session. 

Pay  of  Members 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  stating  that  that  body 
had  disagreed  to  the  first,  second  and  third  amendments  of  the 
hill  regulating  the  compensation  of  members  of  Congress,  and 
had  concurred  in  the  4th  and  5th  amendment. 

Mr.  Bonham,  said  if  it  was  in  order,  he  would  move  to  suspend 
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the  business  of  the  House  in  order  to  take  up  the  bill  just  re- 
ceived from  the  Senate  and  dispose  of  it. 

The  Senate  refused  to  concur  in  the  amendment  of  the  House 
striking  out,  in  the  first  section,  the  figures  $3,000  and  inserting 
$2,500. 

Mr.  Bonham  said  he  thought  the  gentleman  made  a  great 
mistake  in  insisting  upon  the  House  amendment.  We  give  the 
President,  and  the  members  of  the  Cabinet,  and  the  Heads  of 
Departments  large  salaries.  The  Confederate  Judges  receive,  in 
some  instances,  four  and  five  thousand  dollars  per  annum,  as  well 
as  the  officers  in  the  field.  The  people  would  not  enquire,  at  a 
time  like  this,  whether  there  were  any  sordid  motives  in  making 
a  diflference  of  salary  between  twenty-five  hundred  and  three 
thousand  dollars,  and  he  thought  it  would  be  but  graceful  at  once 
to  concur  with  the  Senate.  If  this  Congress  will  take  measures 
of  determination  and  vigour  in  the  prosecution  of  this  war,  our 
people  will  never  complain  of  the  compensation  of  their  represen- 
tatives. If  the  struggle  for  independence  was  successful,  as  he 
had  no  doubt  it  would  be,  the  government  would  be  well  able  to 
pay  the  salary.  He  moved  that  the  House  recede  from  their 
amendment. 

Mr.  Curry  called  the  yeas  and  nays. 

The  motion  was  lost — ^yeas  32,  nays  50. 

Mr.  Jones  moved  that  the  House  adhere  to  the  amendment. 
Lost. 

Mr.  Davis  moved  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the  table.     Lost. 

Mr.  Chilton  moved  that  the  House  insist  on  its  amendment, 
which  allowed,  in  case  of  the  Senate's  insisting  also  upon  its 
amendment,  a  committee  of  conference  for  the  two  Houses  of 
Congress. 

This  was  agreed  to. 

Executive  Communications 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  communications  from  the 
Secretary  of  War  in  answer  to  resolutions  addressed  to  that 
functionary  asking  for  information  in  reference  to  reports  of 
Gen.  S.  B.  Crittenden  of  the  battle  of  Fishing  Creek,  of  Gen. 
Braxton  Bragg  in  reference  to  the  battle  of  Pensacola  on  the 
23d  and  24th  of  November  last. 

The  reports  were  laid  on  the  table. 
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Compensation  Bill 
Mr.  Royston  introduced  a  bill  entitled  ''An  act  to  fix  the  com- 
pvensation  of  certain  officers  therein  named."     Referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Hour  of  Meeting 
Mr.  Royston  offered  the  following: 

''Resolved  by  the  House  of  Representative  of  the 
Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  of  America,  That 
the  regular  hour  of  meeting  shall  be  9  o'clock  A.  M.,  and 
that  no  motion  shall  be  in  order  to  adjourn  until  4 
o'clock  P.   M. 

The  Speaker  said  that  the  latter  part  of  the  resolution  was  out 
of  order,  inasmuch  as  it  changed  a  rule  of  the  House,  which 
stated  that  the  motion  to  adjourn  shall  be  in  order  at  any  time. 

The  first  part  of  the  resolution  was  put  to  the  House,  and 
not  agreed  to. 

Design  for  a  Flag 

Mr.  Holt,  of  Georgia,  presented  a  design  for  a  flag  by  Mr. 
Thomas  Chandler  with  a  letter  explanatory  thereof.  Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Flag  and  Seal. 

Postal  Memorials 
Mr.  Batson  presented  a  memorial  in  reference  to  Sunday  mails. 
Mr.  Barksdale  introduced  a  memorial  from  certain  citizens  of 
Mississippi  in   reference  to  the   establishment  of   a  mail   route. 
Both  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Post-Offices  and  Post- 
Roads. 

Pay  of  Deceased  Soldiers 
Mr.  Harris,  of  Missouri,  offered  the  following: 

''Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  reporting 
a  bill  to  facilitate  the  pay  of  discharged,  sick  and  dis- 
abled soldiers,  and  also  for  the  relief  of  families  of  sol- 
diers who  have  died  by  reason  of  wounds  or  of  disease 
contracted  in  the  defence,  or  in  the  service  of  the  Con- 
federate States."     Agreed  to. 

Also,  a  bill  entitled  "An  act  for  the  relief  of  families  of  sol- 
diers in  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States."  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs. 
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The  Fort  Donelson  Disaster 

Mr.  Foote,  from  the  Special  Committee  of  Five,  reported  back 
a  resolution  which  had  been  offered  in  regard  to  the  affair  at  Fort 
Donelson,  and  returning  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  officers  com- 
manding regiments  and  companies,  and  to  the  privates,  in  the 
recent  contest  at  that  place ;  that  their  gallant  and  heroic  conduct 
in  the  defence  of  Fort  Donelson,  their  disregard  of  death,  their 
contempt  of  danger,  entitles  them  to  the  highest  esteem  and  con- 
fidence. 

The  committee  reported  a  substitute,  which  was  as  follows: 

''Resolved,  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States 
of  America,  That,  without  undertaking  to  decide  upon 
the  reasons  for  the  surrender  of  the  troops  at  Fort 
Donelson,  the  thanks  of  this  Congress  are  due  to  the 
generals  commanding,  to  the  officers  of  regiments,  and 
the  officers  and  privates  under  their  command,  for  their 
gallant  and  heroic  defence  of  Fort  Donelson,  for  their 
utter  disregard  of  death  and  contempt  of  danger,  and 
are  entitled  to  our  highest  esteem  and  confidence." 

Mr.  Foote  said  it  would  be  perceived  that  the  substitute  does 
not  give  any  expression  of  opinion  in  regard  to  the  surrender, 
but  tendered  alike  a  vote  of  thanks  to  the  generals  commanding 
as  well  as  to  officers  and  privates  under  their  command.  The 
propriety  of  this  would  be  obvious.  The  prospect  to  him  now, 
in  reference  to  our  struggle  was,  he  must!  confess,  brighter  than 
it  had  been  for  some  time  past.  The  cabinet,  so  far  as  the  De- 
partment of  War  was  concerned,  at  least  was  satisfactory,  and  he 
doubted  not,  to  the  whole  country. 

Mr.  Crockett  said  he  was  unwilling,  for  reasons  which  he 
would  not  state  now,  to  pass  this  vote  of  thanks. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Alabama,  said  he  was  also  opposed  to  the  resolu- 
tion under  present  circumstances.  The  reading  of  the  resolution 
clearly  said,  "We  doubt  whether  you  deserve  a  vote  of  thanks 
or  not,  but  we  will  give  it  to  you  anyhow." 

Mr.  Wilcox  said  that  if  he  had  his  way  he  would  vote  for  a 
resolution  five  hundred  times  stronger  to  the  entire  command. 
The  battle  at  Fort  Donelson  was  evidently  one  of  the  most 
glorious  struggles  that  had  taken,  or  will  take,  place  in  the  annals 
of  this  war;  and  although  the  matter  of  the  surrender  has  been. 


i88  Southern  Historical  Society  Papers 

and  is  now,  being  under  investigation,  still  his  confidence  in 
Generals  Pillow,  Buckner  and  Floyd  was  unbounded  as  ever. 

Mr.  Dargan  wished  to  know,  if  Generals  Floyd  and  Pillow 
left  on  Saturday  or  Sunday  night,  why  the  boats  that  carried  a 
part  of  the  soldiers  up  the  river  did  not  return  and  bring  the 
rest  away,  so  that  when  the  morning  came  the  enemy  would 
have  found  a  fort  destitute  of  men. 

Mr.  Foote  finally  withdrew  the  report  for  the  present. 

Railroads 
Mr.  Gray,  of  Texas,  offered  the  following: 

''Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs  be 
instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  the  govern- 
ment's taking  possession  of,  and  controlling  all  the  rail- 
roads and  their  rolling  stock  during  the  war."  Agreed  to. 

Taxation 

Mr.  Sexton,  of  Texas,  offered  a  resolution  in  reference  to  the 
regulation  of  taxation  according  to  actual  property,  deducting 
liabilities.     Referred. 

Maps 

Mr.  Swan  offered  a  joint  resolution  authorizing  the  publication 
by  the  government  of  geographical  and  topographical  maps. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  MiUtary  Affairs. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  of  Virginia,  offered  a  resolution  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of 
authorizing  the  War  Department  to  ascertain  and  pay  damages 
done  to  personal  and  real  property  occupied  in  the  military  ser- 
vice.    Agreed  to. 

Saltpetre  and  Small  Arms 
Mr.   Pugh  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
a  bill   for  encouraging  the  manufacture  of  saltpetre  and  small 
arms.     Passed. 

Support  of  Government 
Mr.   Kenner,   from  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,   re- 
ported a  bill  providing  for  the  public  defence,  and  the  support 
of  the  government.     Made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Saturday 
next. 

Cabinet  Privileges 
Mr.  Gartrell  said  that,  if  it  be  the  pleasure  of  the  House,  he 
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would  move  to  take  up  the  special  order,  which  was  a  bill  to 
allow  cabinet  officers  seats  on  the  floor  of  Congress  to  discuss 
subjects  relating)  to  their  different  departments. 

Pending  the  discussion  of  this  bill,  the  House,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  Qopton,  went  into  secret  session,  and  without  being  re- 
opened, adjourned. 


Thursday,  March  20th,  1862. 
SENATE 

The  Senate  re-assembled  at  12  o'clock.  Prayer  by  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Burrows. 

Methodist  Conference  Resolutions 

Mr.  Hill,  of  Georgia,  laid  before  the  Senate  a  series  of  resolu- 
tions, passed  by  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Conference  of  Georgia, 
and  transmitted  to  him  to  be  submitted  to  Congress.  They  rec- 
ommend weekly  prayer  meetings  throughout  the  Confederacy, 
declare  unwavering  fidelity  to  the  South,  and  protest  against  the 
Confederate  mode  of  providing  for  chaplaincies  in  the  army,  as 
one  devoid  of  encouragement.  They  were  referred  to  the  Mili- 
tary Committee. 

Foreign  Imports 

Mr.  Barnwell,  of  South  Carolina,  reported  back  from  the 
Finance  Committee  the  resolution  to  enquire  into  the  expediency 
of  suspending  the  collection  of  duties  on  foreign  imports  during 
the  blockade  or  the  war,  with  the  request  that  they  be  discharged 
from  its  further  consideration.     Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Semmes,  of  Louisiana,  said  that  this  was  the  report  of  the 
majority  of  the  committee.  At  some  future  day  he  would  bring 
the  matter  up  again  and  have  it  pressed  upon  the  Senate.  The 
Legislature  of  Louisiana  had  adopted  resolutions  respecting  the 
subject,  and  the  public  opinion  was  well  known  in  regard  to  it. 
The  Roanoke  Island  Fight 

Mr.  Davis,  of  North  Carolina,  presented  a  resolution  that  the 
President  of  the  Senate  be  requested  to  lay  before  the  Senate  the 
official  reports  of  the  battle  at  Roanoke  Island.    Adopted. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Arkansas,  remarked  that  this  matter  had  been 
referred  for  investigation  while  the  Senate  was  in  secret  legis- 
lative session,  but  that  the  committee  had  been  unable  to  arrive  at 
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any  conclusion  concerning  it.    On  his  motion  the  Senate  then  went 
into  secret  session  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  subject  again. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

The  House  was  called  to  order  at  the  hour  of  12  M.,  and 
opened  with  prayer  by  Rev.  Dr.  Doggett. 

Pay  of  Members 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  by  the  hands  of  Mr. 
Hubbard,  Assistant  Secretary  of  that  body,  informing  the  House 
that  the  Senate  insist  upon  their  disagreement  to  the  House 
amendments  to  the  bill  regulating  the  compensation  of  members 
of  Congress,  and  ask  that  a  committee  of  conference  be  ap- 
pointed. 

Messrs.  Burnett,  of  Kentucky,  Barnwell,  of  South  Carolina, 
and  Wigfall,  of  Texas  [were  named],  as  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Garland  moved  that  the  House  insist  on  its  disagreement 
to  the  Senate  bill,  and  that  the  Speaker  appoint  a  committee  of 
conference  on  the  part  of  the  House.     Agreed  to. 

Member  Qualified 
Mr.  Elliott  introduced  Hon.  Ely  M.  Bruce,  delegate-elect  from 
Kentucky,  who  was  duly  qualified  and  took  his  seat. 

Artizans  and  Mechanics 

Mr.  Pugh  asked  leave  to  report  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs — it  was,  he  said,  of  vital  importance  and  pressing  neces- 
sity and  the  construction  of  our  gunboats  are  being  delayed  for 
want  of  the  passage  of  this  law — a  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  provide 
for  ascertaining  and  detailing  artizans  and  mechanics  from  the 
Confederate  States  army."     The  bill  was  passed. 

Mr.  Pugh  also  reported  a  bill  from  the  Military  Committee, 
authorizing  the  President  to  increase  his  personal  staff. 

President's  Staff 
Mr.  Pugh  stated  that  his  information  was  that  this  increase 
was  necessary  inasmuch  as  there  was  uncertainty  in  transmitting 
information  to  different  parts  of  the  army  by  telegraph,  and  it 
was  further  said  that  the  enemy  had  means  of  tapping  the  wires 
and  thus  obtaining  information  intended  for  our  officers.     The 
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object  of  this  bill  was  to  enable  the  President  to  send  couriers, 
which  was  safer  than  the  telegraphic  mode. 

Mr.  Chilton  said  that  he  hoped  this  bill  would  pass,  and  that 
the  right  steps  to  secure  rapid  transmission  by  means  of  the 
railroads,  and  person  not  be  compelled  to  wait  a  day  at  the 
termini.  He  was  about  to  introduce  a  resolution  to  remedy  the 
evil.  An  officer  arrived  here  this  morning  from  Tennessee,  and 
was  eight  days  on  the  road. 

The  bill  provides  an  additional  number  of  four  officers  to  be 
placed  upon  the  President's  staff,  each  with  the  rank  of  colonel 
of  cavalry.     The  bill  was  passed. 

Nitre 

Mr.  Miles,  from  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs,  reported 
a  bill  in  accordance  with  a  recommendation  of  the  Secretary 
of  War. 

A  bill  to  organize  a  corps  of  officers  fon  inspecting  nitre  caves 
and  establishing  nitre  beds.     Passed. 

Cabinet  Privileges 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  the  rules  were  sus- 
pended in  order  to  enable  the  House  to  take  up  the  unfinished 
business  of  yesterday,  being  a  bill  to  carry  into  effect  the  second 
clause  of  the  sixth  section  of  the  first  article  of  the  Constitution, 
which  provides  for  the  giving  of  members  of  the  Cabinet  seats 
on  the  floor  of  Congress  to  give  information  concerning,  and  to 
discuss  matters  relating  to,  their  several  departments. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Mississippi,  addressed  the  House  at  length  in 
opposition  to  the  measure,  and  said  that  if  the  bill  was  passed 
he  washed  his  hands  of  any  evil  that  might  henceforth  accrue 
from  its  adoption. 

Mr.  Dargan,  of  Alabama,  was  opposed  to  the  bill,  and,  to  pre- 
vent further  discussion,  called  the  question  which  was  not  sus- 
tained. 

Mr.  Kenan,  of  Georgia,  advocated  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Machen  supported  the  measure. 

Mr.  Russell  also  addressed  the  House  in  favour  of  the  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Foote,  the  House  resolved  itself  into  secret 
session. 

[No  record  of  Friday's  meeting  in  either  paper.] 
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Saturday,  March  22,  1862. 
SENATE 
The  Senate  re-assembled  at  the  usual  hour.     Prayer  by  the 
Rev.  Dr.  J.  L.  Burrows,  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

The  Produce  Loan 
Mr.  Sparrow,  of  Louisiana,  offered  the  following  resolutions, 
which  were  adopted : 

1.  "Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  in- 
structed to  enquire  into  the  policy  of  the  government 
taking  possession  of  all  the  cotton  and  tobacco  hereto- 
fore subscribed  to  the  Produce  Loan,  paying  for  the 
same  in  bonds  of  the  Confederate  States  payable  at  the 
expiration  of  twenty  years,  with  interest  of  eight  per 
cent,  payable  semi-annually  and  report  by  bill  or  other- 
wise. 

2.  "Resolved,  That  the  same  committee  enquire  and 
report  upon  the  policy  of  inducing  further  subscriptions 
of  cotton  and  tobacco  to  the  Produce  Loan,  by  agreeing 
to  pay  an  equitable  price  for  cotton  and  tobacco  thus 
subscribed,  in  the  following  manner,  to-wit :  One-fourth 
of  the  amount  in  treasury  notes,  and  the  balance  in 
bonds,  payable  in  twenty  years,  and  bearing  eight  per 
cent,  interest,  payable  semi-annually." 

Flag  Design 

Mr.  Preston,  of  Virginia,  presented  a  number  of  Confederate 
flag  designs  by  Captain  Haveland,  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Flag  and  Seal. 

The  calendar  was  about  being  proceeded  with,  when  Mr.  Bur- 
nett, of  Kentucky,  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  executive 
legislative  business  of  yesterday  was  unfinished,  and  making  a 
motion  to  that  effect,  the  calendar  was  dropped  and  the  Senate 
resolved  itself  into  secret  session. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 
The  House  was  called  to  order  at   12  M.,  and  opened  with 
prayer  by  Rev.  Dr.  Doggett. 

Officers  of  the  Army 
Mr.  Pryor  understood  that  a  report  had  been  made  by  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary  with  reference  to  the  holding  of 
seats  on  this  floor  as  members  of  Congress,  and  hold  at  the  same 
time  commissions  in  the  Confederate  army.  He  called  up  that 
report,  and  hoped  that  it  would  be  decided  on  immediately. 
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Contested  Election 

Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  made  a  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Elections.  He  asked  that  the  report,  with  accompany- 
ing docum-ents,  be  printed,  and  some  day  assigned  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  subject  matter.  He  moved  that  it  be  made  a 
special  order  for  Monday  next,  at  one  o'clock.    Agreed  to. 

Mr.  Crockett  asked  permission  to  add  a  resolution  to  the 
papers  formerly  presented  by  the  minority  of  the  Committee 
on  Elections.     Ordered  to  be  printed. 

Relief  of  Confederate  Prisoners 
Mr.  Jones,  of  Tennessee,  offered  the  following: 

"Resolved  by  the  Congress  of  Confederate  States  of 
America,  That  the  Secretary  of  War  be  authorized  to 
apply  out  of  the  contingent  fund  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment such  sums  of  money  from  time  to  time  as,  in  his 
judgment,  may  be  necessary  for  the  aid  of  the  prisoners 
of  war  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy." 

Mr.  Jones  read  two  letters  from  Confederate  officers,  one  of 
whom  is  at  Fort  Warren  and  the  other  at  Fort  Chase,  respecting 
[representing]  their  condition  and  that  of  the  soldiers  with  them 
as  most  deplorable,  being  in  want  of  necessary  clothing,  and  al- 
together destitute  of  the  means  of  procuring  any  of  the  com- 
forts of  life. 

Mr.  Foote  desired  to  know  if  the  resolution  embraced  all 
prisoners. 

Mr.  Jones  said  it  did. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Mississippi,  said  that  he  would  like  to  make  a 
suggestion.  It  was  known  that  a  brigadier-general  received  three 
hundred  and  one  dollars  per  month,  and  other  officers  propor- 
tionately. Now,  he  wanted  to  suggest  the  propriety  of  embodying 
in  the  resolution  a  provision  that  the  remittances  thus  made  be 
deducted  from  the  pay  due  them. 

Mr.  Jones  said  he  had  been  a  long  time  engaged  in  legislation, 
and  it  was  known  that  he  had  always  been  specific  in  the  terms 
of  any  instrument  which  he  might  draw  up;  but  this  matter  sug- 
gested might  be  arranged  at  any  time  in  its  details  at  a  future  time. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Alabama,  said  that  it  would  be  recollected  that 
he  had  time  since  offered  a  resolution  looking  to  the  relief  of  the 
prisoners  at  Fort  Donelson.  This  had  been  referred  to  the  Mili- 
tary Committee.  He  would  enquire  of  the  chairman  what  action, 
if  any,  had  been  taken  upon  it? 
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Mr.  Miles,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
replied  that  the  committee  had  been  engaged  in  the  consideration 
of  this  and  similar  resolutions,  and  although  the  object  is  most 
worthy,  yet  the  practical  difficulty  of  its  accomplishment  met 
them  at  the  very  threshold,  namely,  that  of  transporting  to  them 
the  means  for  their  comfort,  for  they  cannot  use  our  money,  and 
the  committee  have  hit  upon  no  efficient  plan. 

Mr.  Jones  said  that  the  Secretary  can  send  gold  to  General 
Huger.  The  United  States  had  sent  money  to  their  prisoners 
taken  by  us. 

Mr.  Smith  said  that  many  of  the  prisoners  taken  at  Fort 
Donelson  had  not  drawn  one  cent  of  pay  for  three  months,  and 
they  are  destitute. 

Mr.  Foote  said  no  one  could  have  more  feeling  in  regard  to 
this  matter  than  himself,  but  he  was  opposed  to  giving  wholly 
unrestricted  power  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  He  was  opposed 
to  setting  such  a  precedent.  He  offered  an  amendment  provid- 
ing that  the  money  thus  sent  shall  be  deducted  from  the  pay 
which  may  be  heretofore  owing  to  them. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Mississippi,  said  that  a  correspondence  had 
taken  place  between  the  prisoners  at  Columbus  and  Colonel  Camp- 
bell, commander  at  that  post,  concerning  remittances  to  soldiers, 
and  the  Federal  commander  said  he  was  not  authorized  to  allow 
it  to  be  done,  but  he  would  write  to  Mr.  Lincoln  and  see  what 
could  be  done. 

Mr.  Ralls,  of  Alabama,  said  that  the  gentleman  from  Missis- 
sippi was  labouring  under  a  mistake.  The  proposition  alluded  to 
was  to  permit  some  of  the  prisoners  to  come  home  and  procure 
clothing  and  money  for  the  other  prisoners. 

Mr.  Conrad  said  there  was  this  objection  to  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Foote)  that  the  amount 
due  to  soldiers  might  not  be  sufficient  to  furnish  them  the  neces- 
sary comforts. 

Mr.  Foote  said  that  his  only  object  in  the  amendment  was 
that  the  money  remitted  from  time  to  time  might  be  deducted 
from  the  pay  which  was  due  to  the  said  officers  and  soldiers. 
No  one  could  feel  more  deeply  than  he  did  for  the  wants  and 
sufferings  of  the  soldiers  taken  prisoners  at  Fort  Donelson.  He 
himself  had  a  son  among  them.  But  this  did  not  prevent  him 
from  carefully  legislating  in  every  matter  pertaining  to  the  gov- 
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ernment.  He  was  aware  that  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee  had 
a  reputation  for  careful  and  specific  legislation,  but  he  had  been 
carried  away  by  the  high  excitement  of  the  moment  and  his 
feelings  of  compassion. 

Mr.  Jones  said  that  one  thing  he  knew:  The  Secretary  of 
War  informed  him  that  he  had  the  gold  and  could  send  it. 

Mr.  Moore,  of  Kentucky,  said  he  did  hope  that  this  resolution 
would  pass  wtihout  any  encumbrance.  In  the  moments  of  heart- 
felt sorrow  and  deep  distress  of  our  patriotic  exiles,  when  we 
have  introduced  a  measure  to  send  supplies,  and  they  come  to 
such  an  amendment  as  this,  legislating  as  to  whether  the  money 
thus  sent  them  for  their  necessities  shall  come  out  of  what  we 
owe  them  for  service,  the  offering  would  be  unwelcome  to  them. 

Mr.  Foote  did  not  wish  to  be  misunderstood  on  the  subject. 
He  merely  wished  to  deduct  the  money  remitted  from  the  pay 
heretofore  due. 

Mr.  Moore  said  he  made  the  remark  simply  to  call  the  attention 
of  the  House  to  the  construction  which  might  be  put  upon  the 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee.  He  was  opposed 
to  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Jones  called  the  previous  question. 

Mr.  Foote  said  he  would  not  excite  further  discussion,  and 
would,  if  the  House  pleased,  withdraw  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Hilton,  of  Florida,  objected.  He  hoped  the  amendment 
would  be  voted  on  and  carried. 

Mr.  Foote's  amendment  was  rejected,  and  the  joint  resolution 
was  passed. 

Mr.  Gartrell  said  that  he  wished  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  a  clause  in  the  Constitution,  that  all  appropriations  shall 
be  considered  in  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  passed  by  a 
two-third  vote. 

The  Speaker  said  that  the  money  was  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
contingent  fund,  which  had  already  been  appropriated. 

Mr.  Gartrell  said  he  only  made  the  suggestion  out  of  abundant 
caution.     He  was  in  favour  of  the  resolution  and  voted  for  it. 

Army  Officers  as  Members 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  in  reference  to 
the  constitutionality  of  persons  holding  commissions  in  the  army 
teing  entitled  to  seats  on  the  floor  of  Congress  was  read,  and  the 
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report  being  adverse  by  a  majority  of  the  committee,  was  dis- 
cussed pro  and  con  upon  its  merits,  and  pending  its  discussion 
the  House  adjourned. 

Mr.  Kenner  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  Monday,  move  a 
secret  session  at  an  early  hour. 

Note. — In  our  report  of  the  proceedings  of  Friday  we  in- 
advertently omitted  the  explanation  of  Mr.  Holcombe,  of  Vir- 
ginia, in  reference  to  his  vote  in  the  committee  upon  the  salary 
of  $2,760  in  lieu  of  $2,500. 

Mr.  Holcombe  said  he  found  that  there  was  great  difference  of 
opinion  between  the  members  of  the  Provisional  Congress  as  to 
whether  the  law  of  the  old  United  States  Government,  giving  a 
compensation  of  $3,000,  or  the  law  of  the  Provisional  Congress, 
fixing  the  compensation  at  $8  per  day,  was  the  law  applicable 
to  this  body.  He  had  not,  he  confessed,  made  up  his  mind  de- 
finitely upon  the  first  question — as  to  whether  or  not  the  old 
United  States  law  could  be  regarded  as  appHcable  to  this  ques- 
tion. The  inclination  of  his  mind  was  against  it.  He  had  not 
fully  considered  it;  but  he  felt  satisfied  that  the  law  of  the 
Provisional  Congress  does  not  apply  to  this  Congress,  although 
there  is  a  difference  of  opinion  between  members  of  that  body 
upon  that  question.  His  idea  of  the  continued  disagreement  be- 
tween the  two  Houses  upon  the  subject  declaratory  of  what  was 
the  law,  was,  that  they  would  be  compelled  to  pass  some  law, 
or  legislate  anew  with  reference  to  it.  It  was  with  a  view  of 
closing  all  discussion,  having  ascertained  the  sense  of  the  House 
to  be  in  favour  of  a  fixed  salary  that  he  came  to  this  conclusion. 


Monday,  March  24,  1862. 
SENATE 
The  Senate  re-assembled  at  the  usual  hour  of  noon,  and  was 
opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Moses  D.  Hoge,  D.  D.,  of  the 
Second  Presbyterian  Church. 

Payment  of  District  Collectors 
Mr.  Hill,  of  Georgia,  from  the  Committee  on  Judiciary,  re- 
ported back,  with  an  amendment,  the  House  bill  authorizing  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  pay  district  collectors  in  certain 
cases.    This  bill  authorizes  the  payment  of  a  part  of  the  salaries 
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of  district  collectors  of  the  war  tax,  provided  that  in  each  case 
such  payment  does  not  exceed  $100.  The  amendment  provides 
for  the  previous  giving  of  adequate  security  by  the  said  collectors. 
The  bill,  as  amended,  was  passed. 

Relief  of  Confederate  Prisoners 

Mr.  Sparrow,  of  Louisiana,  from  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  reported  back  with  an  amendment,  a  joint  resolution  for 
the  aid  of  Confederate  prisoners  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy. 
This  resolution  authorizes  the  [use  of  the]  contingent  fund  as 
may  be  necessary,  from  time  [to]  time,  for  the  aid  of  such 
prisoners.  The  amendment  adds  a  provision  that  such  appropria- 
tions shall  not  exceed  the  amount  of  arrearages  of  monthly  pay 
due  the  soldier  thus  relieved. 

Mr.  Burnett,  of  Kentucky,  objected  to  the  amendment  be- 
cause he  thought  it  would  be  very  hard  upon  some  of  our  un- 
fortunate soldiers  now  held  by  the  enemy.  He  was  willing  that 
all  sums  appropriated  for  their  relief  should  be  charged  against 
their  pay  accounts,  but  felt  sure  that  in  many  cases  it  would  prove 
a  great  hardship  if  the  amount  was  restricted  to  the  amount 
due.     He  moved  to  strike  out  the  words  '^arrearages  or  monthly 

pay." 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Arkansas,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  dis- 
cussion of  this  question  would  bring  out  certain  matters  which 
should  not  be  considered  in  open  session,  moved  that  the  bill  be 
transferred  to  the  secret  calendar,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Artizans  and  Mechanics  in  the  Confederate  Service 

Mr.  Sparrow  further  reported,  from  the  Military  Committee, 
a  bill  to  authorize  the  Secretary  of  War  to  ascertain  the  names 
and  occupation  of  all  citizens  [artisans?]  and  mechanics  in  the 
Confederate  service,  and  provide  for  securing  the  services  of  all 
such  persons  as  may  be  deemed  necessary  for  carrying  on  opera- 
tions in  the  shipyards,  foundries,  &c.,  of  the  Confederacy.  When 
thus  detached,  the  said  artizans  and  mechanics  shall  receive  an 
amount  not  exceeding  fifty  cents  per  diem  in  addition  to  their 
monthly  pay;  and  when  their  services  shall  be  dispensed  with 
they  shall  be  returned  to  military  duty. 

This  being  a  new  measure,  it  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sparrow, 
laid  upon  the  table,  to  be  called  up  from  the  calendar. 
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Proposed  Seizure  of  Railroads  in  the  Confederacy 
Mr.  Preston,  of  Virginia,  offered  a  resolution  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  MiHtary  Affairs  enquire  into  the  necessity  and  propriety 
of  the  government  taking  possession  of  all  the  railroads  in  the 
Confederacy,  and  repairing,  working,  and  managing  the  same, 
so  as  to  render  them  the  most  effective  for  the  transportation 
of  troops,  munitions  of  war,  and  supplies,  and  report  by  bill 
or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Clark,  of  Missouri,  arose  to  object  to  the  resolution,  but 
waived  his  objection  for  the  present,  the  resolution  being  simply 
one  of  enquiry. 

The  Senate  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Arkansas, 
resolved  itself  into  executive  session. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 
The  House  met  at  the  hour  of  12  M.,  and  was  opened  with 
prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Ralls,  of  Alabama. 

Army  Officers  as  Members 

The  Speaker  announced  the  first  business  in  order  to  be  the 
motion  of  privilege  made  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  (Mr. 
Pryor)  calling  up  the  report  of  the  Judiciary  Committee  in 
reference  to  the  privilege  of  certain  members  holding  seats  on 
the  floor  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Conrad  was  entitled  to  the  floor  and  spoke  adversely  to 
the  resolution  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  Georgia  (Mr. 
Kenan)  that  no  person  holding  office  in  the  Confederate  army 
shall  be  entitled  to  a  seat  on  the  floor  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Royston  called  the  previous  question. 

The  House  adopted  the  resolution  of  Mr.  Holt,  of  Georgia,  that 
no  person  or  persons  holding  commission  under  Confederate 
authority  shall  be  entitled,  while  holding  such  commission  to  a 
seat  on  this  floor  unless  they  resign  their  commission  in  the 
army,  and  in  such  event  they  may  be  entitled  to  hold  said  seats 
upon  the  floor. 

The  resolution  was  passed — yeas  61,  nays  21. 

Leave  of  Absence 
Mr.    Chambliss,   of   Virginia,    stated   that   his   colleague,   Mr. 
Goode,  was  compelled  to  go  home    on    indispensable    business. 
He  asked  leave  of  absence  for  him.     Agreed  to. 
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Mr.  Atkins,  of  Tennessee,  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence 
for  his  colleagues,  Messrs.  Wright  and  Gentry,  who  were  de- 
tained from  the  House  in  consequence  of  indisposition. 
Roanoke  Island  Reports 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  House  a  communication  from  the 
Secretary  of  War  transmitting,  in  the  absence  of  the  President, 
the  reports  in  reference  to  the  recent  battle  at  Roanoke  Island. 
The  communication  of  the  Secretary  of  War  was  read,  but  the 
reading  of  the  several  reports  was  postponed. 
Pay  and   Mileage 

Mr.  Burnett,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Committee  on  Pay  and 
Mileage,  reported  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  pay  of  members  of 
the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  and  the  disbursement 
of  the  contingent  fund. 

The  bill  was  taken  up,  considered  and  passed. 

Miscellaneous 

Mr.  Miles  introduced  a  bill  to  provide  for  the  appointment  of 
instructors  and  drillmasters  in  the  army,  and  for  other  purposes. 
Referred. 

Also,  a  bill  providing  for  the  organization  of  troops  in  the  ser- 
vice, of  the  Confederate  States,  and  for  arming  them  with  pikes, 
or  such  other  available  arms  as  may  be  procured.    Referred. 

Also,  a  bill  entitled  an  act  to  amend  an  act,  approved  May  10, 
1 861,  providing  for  the  public  defence.     Referred. 

Mr.  Miles  also  presented  a  memorial  which,  without  being 
read,  was  appropriately  referred. 

Mr.  Chilton,  of  Alabama,  introduced  a  bill  entitled  an  act  to 
secure  the  use  of  voluntary  contributions  for  the  army,  and  to 
punish  persons  misapplying  the  same.     Referred. 

He  also  reported  a  bill  from  the  Committee  on  Postal  Affairs 
entitled  an  act  regulating  the  compensation  of  deputy  postmasters. 
Laid  over. 

Mr.  Russell  introduced  an  act  amendatory  to  an  act  regulating 
indemnities  under  the  sequestration  act,  and  restricting  the  rights 
of  alien  enemies.     Referred. 

Mr.  Kenner  moved  a  secret  session,  but  withdrew  it. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  informing  the  House 
that  that  body  had  passed,  with  an  amendment,  the  resolution 
of  the  House  for  the  relief  of  Confederate  prisoners. 
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Mr.  Jones  moved  to  take  up  the  resolution  and  agree  to  the 
Senate  amendment,  which  provides  that  the  remittances  made 
to  Confederate  soldiers  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy  shall  be 
charged  to  their  several  accounts. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kenner  the  House  resolved  itself  into 
secret  session. 


Tuesday,  March  25,  1862. 
SENATE 
.  The  Senate  re-assembled  at  twelve  o'clock,  and  was  opened 
with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  Moses  D.  Hoge,  D.  D. 

■'  ''   '"'  ""  State  Department 

A  resolution  by  Mr.  Hunter,  of  Virginia,  was  reported  and 
passed,  appointing  a  committee  to  enquire  into  the  procuration 
of  a  suitable  building  for  the  State  Department. 

Pay  of  the  Late  John  Tyler 
Mr.   Phelan,  of   Mississippi,   from  the  Committee  on  Enrol- 
ments, reported  the  correct  enrolment  of  a  bill  recently  passed, 
paying  to  the  widow  of  the  late  John  Tyler  the  pay  and  arrearages 
due  him  as  a  member  of  Congress. 

Postponement  of  the  Order 

The  order  of  the  day,  being  the  bill  to  repeal  an  act  providing 
for  revenue  upon  foreign  imports,  was  taken  up,  but. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Oldham,  of  Texas,  it  was  postponed,  there 
being,  a  subject  on  the  secret  calendar  under  consideration. 

On  motion  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Arkansas,  the  Senate  then  went 
into  executive  legislative  session. 

HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

The  House  met  at  twelve  M.,  and  was  opened  with  prayer 
by  Rev.  Dr.  Duncan. 

Public  Documents 
Mr.  Chilton  offered  a  resolution  that  seven  hundred  copies  of 
the  Postmaster  General's  report,  and  the  exhibits  contained  in  the 
same,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  House  and  of  the  Post- 
Office  Department.     Agreed  to. 
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Mr.  Curry  introduced  a  bill  entitled  ''An  act  relating  to  the 
advertisements  of  the  Post-Office  Department."     Referred. 

Destruction  of  Property 

Mr.  Clopton,  of  Alabama,  introduced  a  resolution  that  the  com- 
mittee appointed  to  enquire  into  the  destruction  of  property  by 
officers  of  the  army  be  instructed  also  to  enquire  regarding  the 
circumstances  under  which  a  large  amount  of  private  property 
was  destroyed  in  the  vicinity  of  Pensacola,  Florida,  and  the 
amount  of  property  thus  destroyed. 

Mr.  Dawkins  moved  to  amend  by  adding  after  the  word 
Pensacola  "and  Jackson." 

The  amendment  was  not  accepted. 

Mr.  Conrad,  of  Louisiana,  said  that  the  committee  referred  to 
in  the  resolution  was  appointed  to  investigate  the  destruction  of 
army  stores,  and  its  duties  did  not  pertain  to  the  matter  in 
question. 

The  resolution  was,  however,  passed. 

Free  Trade 
Mr.  Smith,  of  Alabama,  introduced  a  resolution  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Foreign  Affairs  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  establishing  a  system  of  free  trade,  and  that  they 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise.     Agreed  to. 

Public  Printing 
Mr.  Ralls,  of  Alabama,  offered  a  resolution  that  the  com- 
mittee be  instructed  to  enquire  what  mode  has  been  adopted  by 
the  different  departments  of  having  their  printing  done,  and  also 
to  ascertain  whether  the  printing  of  the  government  is  done  by 
contract  or  on  private  account.     Agreed  to. 

Pensions 

Mr.  Ralls  also  introduced  a  resolution  instructing  the  Com- 
mittee on  Claims  to  report  a  bill  making  provision  for  the  pay- 
ment of  claims  of  pensioners  arising  under  the  old  laws  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  Miles  said  that  it  was  well  known  that  there  had  been  an 
enormous  abuse  of  the  privileges  prevailing  under  the  old  pension 
law,  and  was  not  only  productive  of  great  expense,  but  of  the 
service  said  to  have  been  rendered  it  was  frequently  very  difficult 
to  determine  whether  or  not  it  had  been  rendered  at  all.     He 
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thought  the  subject  had  been  prematurely  introduced,  and  should 
oppose  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Kenner  moved  to  refer  the  resolution  to  the  Committee  on 
Claims. 

Mr.  Miles  moved  to  lay  the  subject  on  the  table,  which  was 
agreed  to. 

Memorials 

Mr.  Royston,  of  Arkansas,  presented  a  memorial  of  Mr.  Leigh- 
man,  of  that  State,  in  relation  to  a  patent.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  certain  citizens  of  Washita  county,  re- 
questing the  establishment  of  a  |X)St  route  from  Monroe  to 
Camden,  on  the  Arkansas  river. 

Mr.  Dawkins,  of  Florida,  introduced  a  memorial  from  certain 
citizens  of  the  State  of  Florida  in  relation  to  a  post  route.  Re- 
ferred. 

Foreign  Affairs 

Mr.  Chilton  offered  a  resolution  that  the  Committee  on  Foreign 
Affairs  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  propriety  of  calling  our 
commissioners  from  foreign  governments,  and  that  commissioners 
here  from  foreign  countries  be  required  to  procure  an  exse 
quatur.    Agreed  to. 

Judiciary 

Mr.  Gartrell  also  introduced  a  bill  entitled  *'An  act  for  fixing 
the  time  of  holding  the  Confederate  Court  in  the  Northern 
District  of  Georgia." 

He  stated  that  he  held  in  his  hands  a  petition  from  the  two 
Houses  of  the  State  Legislature;  also  a  petition  signed  by  the 
judge,  the  prosecuting  and  other  attorneys  of  the  court,  asking 
immediate  fixture  of  the  time  of  holding  the  court.  The  matter 
would  elicit  no  debate,  and  he  asked  that  the  bill  be  considered 
forthwith,  which  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill  was  passed. 

Hour  of  Meeting 

Mr.  Gartrell  also  introduced  a  resolution  that,  on  and  aftei 
Monday  next,  the  hour  of  meeting  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives shall  be  eleven  o'clock  A.  M. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Mississippi,  said  it  would  be  impossible  for  the 
Committee  on  Military  Affairs  to  dispose  of  the  cases  which  they 
now  have  before  them. 
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Mr.  Gartrell  said  he  had  a  conversation  with  the  chairmen  of 
the  different  committees,  and  the  chairman  of  the  MiUtary  Com- 
mittee had  thought  that,  by  Monday,  the  business  would  have 
progressed  sufficiently  to  enable  the  House  to  meet  at  an  earlier 
hour. 

Mr.  Miles  said  that  the  Military  Committee  had  daily  referred 
to  them  very  important  matters,  as  was  well  known.  He  had 
supposed  when  he  conversed  with  the  member  from  Louisiana, 
that  the  committee  would  make  sufficient  progress  with  their 
work  to  be  able,  by  Monday,  to  meet  at  the  hour  indicated,  but 
he  was  now  inclined  to  agree  with  his  colleague  on  the  committee 
that  they  could  not  perform  the  labour  within  the  time  specified. 
He  was  willing  to  let  the  resolution  lie  over  till  Monday  next. 

Mr.  Gartrell  said  that  he  would  not  have  introduced  the  resolu- 
tion had  he  thought  there  would  be  opposition  to  it,  and  he  would, 
if  the  House  pleased,  withdraw  the  resolution.  However,  now, 
as  his  friends  around  him  desired  him  not  to  do  so,  he  was  wiUing 
to  let  the  resolution  lie  on  the  table  for  the  present. 
Sick  Furloughs 

Mr.  Davidson  offered  a  resolution  that  the  Military  Committee 
be  requested  to  enquire  into  the  propriety  of  allowing  the  chief 
surgeons  of  hospitals  to  grant  furloughs  to  sick  soldiers  under 
his  charge;  and  that  colonels  of  regiments  be  allowed  to  give 
furloughs  in  cases  of  sickness  without  reference  to  the  brigade 
commander,  when  it  may  be  convenient  by  reason  of  distance; 
and  each  sick  soldier  be  furnished  with  transportation  to  his 
place  of  destination  and  back. 

Mr.  Miles  said  that  the  committee  had  had  the  subject  under 
consideration  some  time  since  and  had  reported  unfavourably 
upon  it.  It  would  not,  the  committee  considered,  be  judicious  to 
grant  such  discretionary  powers  to  surgeons  and  colonels  of 
regiments. 

Mr.  Davidson  said  that  the  suggestion  having  been  made,  and 
the  motion  discussed  heretofore,  he  would  let  the  matter  pass 
for  the  present;  but  he  saw  the  necessity  for  such  regulations. 
He  had  visited  hospitals,  and  was  convinced  more  and  more  of 
the  need  of  action  in  the  matter.  It  would  not  be  unwise  to  grant 
such  powers,  nor  do  injury  to  the  service,  unless  our  colonels 
are  jackasses  and  our  surgeons  fools.  The  resolution  might  lie 
upon  the  table. 
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Dismissal  of  Officers 
Mr.  Conrad  offered  a  resolution  that  the  Committee  on  MiHtary 
Affairs  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  enacting  a  law  providing 
for  some  more  convenient  method  of  procuring  the  prompt  dis- 
missal of  army  officers  by  a  course  less  restricted  than  can  be 
done  by  the  sentence  of  a  court-martial.  Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  Perkins  introduced  a  joint  resolution  for  the  preservation 
of  public  documents.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Printing. 
Employment  of  Negroes  on   Public  Works 
Mr.   Perkins  introduced  the  following: 
A  Bill  to  Provide  for  the  Employment  of  Negroes  on 
Government  Works* 
"With  a  view  to  secure  against  loss  the  owners  of 
negroes  in  portions  of  the  Confederacy  exposed  to  in- 
vasion by  the  enemy,  and  enable  the  government  to  make 
available,  for  purposes  of  defence,  the  labour  of  such 
negroes,  therefore, 

"Be  it  resolved  by  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate 
States  of  America,  That  the  President  be,  and  he  is 
hereby,  authorized  to  accept  into  the  service  of  the  Con- 
federate States,  during  the  continuance  of  the  war,  such 
able-bodied  negro  men,  from  the  age  of  sixteen  to  fifty 
as  may  be  tendered  by  their  owners  to  be  employed  in 
government  works,  at  government  foundries,  in  the 
fabrication  of  saltpetre,  the  construction  of  military 
roads,  the  erection  of  fortifications  or  in  such  labour  as 
their  services  may  be  found  valuable,  on  condition  of 
their  being  clothed  and  fed  by  the  government,  and  re- 
turned to  the  owners  at  the  end  of  the  war,  either  in 
kind  or  value. 

"Sec.  2.     Be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  President  to  have  the  value  of  such  negroes 
fixed  on  their  acceptance  into  the  service,   to  provide 
suitable   regulations  and  officers   for  their  proper  care 
and  control." 
Mr.  Perkins  said  that,  in  view  of  the  great  amount  of  business 
before  the  Military  Committee,  he  was  very  much  in  doubt  about 
making  its  reference  to  that  committee.     There  was  a  necessity 
that  some  immediate  action  should  be  taken  upon  the  bill,  and  his 
only  objection  was  lest  the  committee  might  not  be  able  to  act 
at  once. 


*Not  given  in  Journal. 
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It  was  well  known  that  a  large  portion  of  our  country  has  been 
recently  thrown  under  the  control  of  the  enemy,  and  we  have  a 
message  from  Lincoln  showing  clearly  the  policy  which  the 
Northern  Government  intends  to  pursue.  There  are  two  courses 
to  be  pursued  by  us.  One  is  to  supinely  let  them  go,  and  the 
other  is  to  use  them  for  military  purposes.  When  the  planters 
are  driven  from  home,  it  not  only  involves  the  care  of  their 
families  but  of  a  large  number  of  negroes.  This  question,  there- 
fore, becomes  one  of  pressing  importance.  He  had  met  in  this 
city  gentlemen,  one  of  whom  is  the  owner  of  some  two  hundred 
negroes.  They  cannot  remain  where  they  are ;  and  the  gentlemen 
stated  that  he  might  be  able,  by  dint  of  industry,  to  support  his 
family,  but  he  could  not  support  his  negroes. 

To  the  question  as  to  why  he  did  not  put  them  in  the  employ- 
ment of  the  government  he  (Mr.  Perkins)  had  received  the  reply 
that,  when  Acting  Quartermaster  General  Magruder  had  ad- 
vertised for  negroes  to  be  employed  on  the  government  works, 
he  advertised  so  much  a  month  and  insurance.  He  was,  how- 
ever, corrected  by  the  head  of  the  department,  and  informed  that 
the  department  had  no  such  authority.  The  bill  here  introduced 
was  to  give  authority  to  the  government  to  insure  the  negroes 
while  in  the  service  of  the  government.  It  was  not  acting  upon 
the  principle  that  they  should  receive  pay  for  their  negroes ;  but 
[they]  should  be  returned  or  they  should  be  remunerated  for 
their  value.  We  send  our  sons  to  war,  but  what  is  paid  them  is 
no  consideration  for  the  labour  of  the  negroes,  but  they  are  better 
than  horses  or  mules,  therefore  there  should  be  some  insurance 
by  the  government  during  the  necessity  of  their  employment  by 
the  government.  The  insurance  on  one  negro,  worth  fifteen 
hundred  dollars,  is  about  twenty-five  dollars,  and  thus  the  gov- 
ernment would  have  a  negro  worth  fifteen  hundred  dollars,  and 
twenty-five  dollars  for  insurance.  There  was  a  large  class  of 
owners,  both  in  this  State  and  North  Carolina,  who  would  gladly 
tender  the  services  of  their  negroes  to  the  government  under  such 
circumstances.  He  moved  the  reference  of  the  bill  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs,  and  hoped  they  would  report  upon  it 
as  soon  as  practicable. 

Mr.  Miles  concurred  in  all  that  the  gentleman  had  said  in  this 
subject  which  had  already  been  before  the  Committee  on  Mili- 
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tary  Affairs,  but  there  were  some  features  in  this  bill  which 
claimed  early  legislation.  He  thought  it  a  very  important  meas- 
ure, and  would  use  all  endeavour  tO'  bring  it  before  the  com- 
mittee at  as  early  a  practicable  moment  as  its  importance  de- 
manded. The  bill  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

Mr.  Dupre,  of  Louisiana,  presented  a  memorial  of  George  C. 
Taylor,  in  reference  to  a  repeating  gun.  Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs. 

Battle  Report 

Mr.  Singleton,  of  Mississippi,  offered  a  resolution  that  the 
Secretary  of  War  be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  House 
copies  of  the  reports  of  Colonel  Eppa  Hunton,  and  the  colonels 
under  his  command,  of  the  battle  of  Ball's  Bluff.    Agreed  to. 

Habeas  Corpus 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Mississippi,  introduced  a  supplementary  bill  en- 
titled *'An  act  supplementary  to,  and  amendatory  of,  an  act  to 
authorize  the  suspension  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  in  certain 
cases."     Referred. 

Property  Destroyed 

Mr.  Clapp,  of  Missouri,  introduced  a  bill  further  providing 
for  the  removal  and  disposition  of  property  by  military  authority, 
and  for  perpetuating  the  testimony  in  such  cases.  Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Claims,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Committee  Supervision 

Mr.  Bell,  of  Missouri,  introduced  a  resolution  that  the  Com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs  be  instructed  to  sit  during  the  recess 
of  Congress  and  visit  personally  the  hospitals  and  arm  manu- 
factories of  the  Confederate  States  and  inform  themselves  of  the 
disbursement  of  the  public  moneys,  and  they  report  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Curry  the  resolution  was  put  upon  the 
calendar. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Kenner  the  House  resolved  itself  into  secret 
session  on  the  general  appropriation  bill,  and,  without  re-opening, 
adjourned. 
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A  Comparatively  Unknown  Incident  in  the 
Life  of  Daniel  Webster 

By  George  L.  Christian 

We  have  recently  been  loaned  by  a  valued  friend  a  copy  of  a 
very  rare  book  entitled  A  Notable  Libel  Case,  reported  by  Josiah 
H.  Benton,  Jr.,  giving  the  facts  and  circumstances  of  the  trial 
of  a  case  of  alleged  criminal  libel  against  one  Theodore  Lyman, 
Jr.,  a  gentleman  of  standing  and  high  character,  in  which  Daniel 
Webster,  then  a  United  States  senator  from  Massachusetts,  was 
the  prosecutor. 

It  is  indeed  a  curious  fact  that,  notwithstanding  the  promi- 
nence of  both  Mr.  Webster,  the  prosecutor,  and  the  defendant, 
and  the  further  fact  that  the  case  caused  great  excitement  at  the 
time,  none  of  Mr.  Webster's  biographers,  except  Mr.  Curtis, 
refers  to  this  incident  at  all,  nor  is  it  even  mentioned  in  any  of 
the  published  or  unpublished  papers  of  Mr.  Webster  that  we 
have  seen.  Although  Mr.  Curtis  refers  briefly  to  the  case  itself, 
for  some  reason  he  fails  to  give  the  name  of  the  defendant. 

It  was  probably  necessary  (at  all  events  Mr.  Webster  felt  it 
to  be  so)  to  argue  that  the  Constitution  at  the  outset  was  not 
a  compact  between  the  States,  but  a  national  instrument,  and  to 
distinguish  between  the  cases  of  Virginia  and  Kentucky  in  1799) 
and  New  England  in  1814  from  that  of  South  Carolina  in  1830. 
The  former  point  he  touched  upon  lightly,  the  latter  he  dis- 
cussed ably,  eloquently  and  at  length.  Unfortunately  the  facts 
were  against  him  in  both  instances. 

Mr.  Henry  Cabot  Lodge,  one  of  his  biographers,  has  this  to 
say  of  Mr.  Webster  in  referring  to  his  famous  speech  in  reply 
to  Mr.  Hayne:  'The  weak  places  in  his  (Webster's)  armour  were 
historical  in  their  nature." 

Mr.  Webster  was  in  many  respects  a  great  man  and  certainly 
he  had  a  great  intellect.  He  is  called  by  his  Northern  admirers 
•'The  Great  Expounder"  of  the  Constitution.  We  think,  however, 
that  he  <&torted,  not  expounded  it.  Certainly  the  construction  of 
the  Constitution  contended  for  by  him  in  his  reply  to  Mr.  Hayne 
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in  1830  is  at  variance  with  that  stated  by  him  in  1851,  both  in 
his  Buffalo  and  Capon  Springs  speeches.  Probably  he  had  learned 
something  in  the  twenty-one  intervening  years. 

But  to  come  now  to  the  principal  facts  and  incidents  of  this 
libel  case,  as  set  out  in  the  record,  and  to  which  we  have  already 
referred.  In  1828,  John  Quincy  Adams  was  the  Federalist,  and 
Andrew  Jackson,  the  Democratic  candidate  for  President. 
Adams,  who  was  chosen  to  the  United  States  Senate  as  a  Fed- 
eralist in  1803,  had  voted  for  the  Embargo  Acts  in  1807  and 
1808,  and  thereby  provoked  the  bitter  hostility  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Federalists.  In  1828,  Webster  and  most  of  the  Fed- 
eralists supported  Adams  for  the  presidency  as  against  Jackson, 
but  other  Federalists,  who  had  not  forgiven  Adams  for  support- 
ing the  Embargo  Acts,  supported  Jackson,  and  established  in 
Boston  a  semi-weekly  paper  called  the  Jackson  Republican,  for 
the  purpose  of  opposing  Adams  and  supporting  Jackson. 

The  defendant  Lyman  was  one  of  the  proprietors  of  this 
journal.  On  October  29,  1828,  there  was  published  in  this 
paper  the  following  article : 

*'We  publish  this  morning  a  letter  of  December,  1825, 
of  Jefferson  to  Mr,  Giles  and  Mr.  Adams'  own  state- 
ment published  last  week  in  the  National  Intelligencer 
of  Washington,  concerning  disclosures  said  many 
months  ago  to  have  been  made  by  Mr.  Adams  to  Mr. 
Jefferson  in  regard  to  the  conduct  of  the  leaders  of  the 
Federal  party  in  New  England  during  the  whole  course 
of  the   Commercial   Restrictive   System." 

Mr.  Adams  confirms  in  his  statement,  in  a  positive  and  au- 
thentic form  and  shape,  the  very  important  fact  that  in  the  years 
1807  and  1808  he  did  make  such  disclosures. 

The  reader  will  observe  that  Mr.  Adams  distinctly  asserts  that 
Harrison  Gray  Otis,  Samuel  Dexter,  WilHam  Prescott,  Daniel 
Webster,  Elijah  H.  Mills,  Israel  Thorndyke,  Josiah  Quincy, 
Benjamin  Russell,  John  Wells,  and  others  of  the  Federal  party 
of  their  age  and  standing,  were  engaged  in  a  plot  to  dissolve  the 
Union  and  to  annex  New  England  to  Great  Britain,  and  that  he 
(Mr.  Adams)  possessed  unequivocal  evidence  of  that  most  solemn 
design. 
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The  reader  will  also  observe  that  in  the  statement  of  Mr. 
Adams  just  mentioned  there  is  no  intimation  whatever  that  he 
does  not  still  believe  what  he  revealed  to  Mr.  Jefferson  and  Mr. 
Giles  twenty  years  before. 

The  writer  then  says  this  trial  was  an  echo  of  the  Napoleonic 
Wars,  of  the  victory  of  Nelson  at  Trafalgar,  and  of  Napoleon 
at  Austerlitz.  Nelson  destroyed  the  French  and  Spanish  fleet 
at  Trafalgar  on  August  21,  1805,  and  on  December  i,  1805, 
Napoleon  crushed  the  armies  of  the  Allies  at  Austerlitz.  He 
then  goes  on  to  show  how  disastrous  the  embargo  laws  were  to 
the  people  of  New  England,  and  then  adds : 

"The   result   was   not  only  evasion  of   the   law,   but 
forcible   resistance  at  many  points  in   New   England." 

The  people  assembled,  protected  those  whom  the  officers  at- 
tempted to  arrest  and  drove  off  the  officers  themselves.  Juries 
refused  to  convict  persons  prosecuted  under  the  Embargo  Acts. 
vStill  Jefferson  did  not  yield  to  the  distress  and  resistance  of  the 
people,  and  at  his  command,  on  January  9,  1809,  Congress  passed 
what  was  known  as  the  ''Force  Act"  with  heavy  penalties,  one- 
half  to  the  informer. 

No  such  arbitrary  and  oppressive  law  as  the  Force  Act  had  been 
passed  by  Congress  since  the  AHen  and  Sedition  Acts  of  1798, 
which  wrecked  the  administration  of  John  Adams,  and  the  people 
rose  against  it,  especially  in  New  Etigland,  almost  as  one  man. 
Popular  indignation  was  most  intense.  The  Embargo  was  called 
the  '"Dambargo,"  or  reversing  its  letters,  the  ''O-Grab-Me,"  and 
the  permits  under  it  were  called  "Presidential  Bulls  and  In- 
dulgences." The  press  denounced  it,  pamphlets  were  published, 
and  countless  broadsides,  caricatures  and  squibs  were  issued 
against  it,  disunion  was  openly  and  widely  advocated,  and  the 
pulpit  gave  expression  to  the  feelings  of  the  people  by  sermons 
from  the  text,  "Wherefore  come  out  from  among  them  and  be 
ye  separate,  saith  the  Lord."  The  Senators  and  Representatives 
from  New  England  declared  in  Congress  that  the  people  were 
not  bound  to  submit,  and  would  not  submit  to  the  Embargo  Acts. 

Timothy  Pickering,  then  in  the  Senate,  said  that  "the  revolution 
began  in  New  England  and  the  Declaration  of  Independence 
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grew  out  of  the  fact  that  our  trade  with  the  world  had  been 
cut  off."  Finally  Jefferson  yielded  to  the  storm,  and  on  March 
I,  1809,  a  bill  repealing  the  Embargo  Acts  from  and  after  the 
end  of  next  session  of  Congress  was  passed,  and  at  the  end  of 
Mr.  Jefferson's  term,  March  4,  1809,  he  returned  to  his  home 
at  Monticello. 

But  the  repeal  of  the  Embargo  Acts  did  not  relieve  the  people 
of  New  England  from  the  hardships  inflicted  on  them  by  Eng- 
land, and  so  the  New  England  States,  under  the  leadership  of 
Timothy  Pickering,  adopted  the  plan  of  forming  a  Northern 
Confederacy,  which  movement  resulted  in  the  calling  of  the 
famous  Hartford  Convention.  This  met  with  delegates  from 
Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island,  New  Hampshire  and 
Vermont,  on  December  15,  18 14. 

The  writer  says  that  they  were  all  of  high  personal  character, 
some  of  them  the  most  eminent  men  in  their  States.  George 
Cabot,  of  Massachusetts,  was  chosen  president,  Theodore  Dwight, 
of  Connecticut,  secretary.  The  proceedings  of  the  convention 
were  absolutely  secret  and  it  continued  in  secret  session  until 
January  5,  1815,  when  it  adjourned  to  meet  at  the  call  of  the 
chairman  and  one  of  two  other  delegates  named. 

In  all  this  opposition  to  the  Embargo  Acts  and  to  the  war  with 
England,  Daniel  Webster  took  an  active  and  leading  part.  In 
1808  he  was  practising  law  in  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire,  his 
native  State.  He  was  a  Federalist  and  a  faithful  disciple  of 
Timothy  Pickering.  He  was  absolutely  opposed  to  the  policy 
and  purposes  of  Jeffeson  and  of  Madison  and  to  the  war  of 
1812;  and,  in  a  speech  at  Concord,  New  Hampshire,  in  1806,  he 
attacked  the  administration  of  Jefferson  with  great  ability  and 
force,  and  in  1808,  published  a  pamphlet  which  brought  him  into 
political  prominence  entitled,  *'Are  the  Embargo  Laws  Con- 
stitutional ?" 

In  July,  1812,  he  made  a  speech  in  opposition  to  the  war  with 
England,  and  in  August,  1812,  he  wrote  what  is  known  as  the 
"Rockingham  Memorial,"  addressed  to  the  President  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  war.  This  memorial  distinctly  spoke  of  and  prac- 
tically threatened  secession  from  the  Union  as  the  result  of  the 
conduct  of  the  administration. 
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On  December  9,  181 4,  Webster  said  in  Congress  that  "Congress 
had  no  power  to  raise  armies  by  caUing  out  the  militia  against 
the  will  of  the  State",  and  he  added  in  words  which  had  but  one 
meaning,  that  State  resistance  to  the  national  government  was 
proper. 

While  Mr.  Webster  may  not  have  taken  part  in  the  Hartford 
Convention,  or  in  the  threatened  action  of  some  of  the  New 
England  States  to  secede  from  the  Union  and  to  form  an  alliance 
with  England,  at  the  time  of  the  pendency  of  the  war  with  Eng- 
land, there  is  no  question  of  doubt  as  a  matter  of  history  that 
this  threatened  secession  and  alliance  was  made  by  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  New  England  States,  and  that  they  were  conspiring 
Avith  and  aiding  and  abetting  the  enemies  of  their  country  and 
really  refusing  to  contribute  anything  to  the  defense  of  the  coun- 
try against  England  at  the  time  even  when  the  capital  was 
occupied  by  its  enemies  and  partially  destroyed  by  fire.  Could 
threatened  secession  at  such  a  time  have  been  more  unpatriotic? 

Now  we  propose  to  say  a  word  about  the  personnel  of  the 
court  and  the  counsel  in  this  libel  suit,  and  a  word  about  their 
right  of  secession  as  therein  discussed  and  contended  for. 

The  court  was  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  of  Massachusetts, 
presided  over  at  that  time  by  the  Honorable  Isaac  Parker,  sub- 
sequently an  associate  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court  and 
afterwards  Chief  Justice.  He  was  the  first  royal  professor  at  the 
Harvard  Law  School,  and  president  of  the  Constitutional  Con- 
vention of  1820.  The  case  was  brought  in  the  form  of  a  criminal 
libel.  The  author  suggests  that  that  form  of  procedure  instead 
of  a  suit  for  damages  was  selected  by  Mr.  Webster,  the  prosecu- 
tor, because  of  the  fact  that  under  the  laws  of  Massachusetts  at 
that  time,  he,  Webster  could  testify,  but  the  defendant  could  not. 

The  counsel  were :  Daniel  Davis,  the  solicitor  general,  assisted 
by  Mr.  Webster,  the  prosecutor,  and  those  electing  the  form  of 
action,  preparing  the  indictment  and  superintending,  if  not  con- 
trolling the  conduct  of  the  case;  James  T.  Austin,  the  Common- 
wealth's attorney  for  Suffolk  county,  and  Richard  Fletcher,  a 
leading  member  of  the  bar,  and  intimate  friend  of  Webster,  ap- 
pearing for  the  Commonwealth,  the  nominal  plaintiflf.    The  coun- 
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sel  for  the  defendant,  Mr.  Lyman,  were  Franklin  Dexter  and 
Samuel  Hubbard,  both  leaders  at  the  Massachusetts  bar. 

We  think  the  public  will  be  struck  with  the  fact  that  the  con- 
duct of  the  case,  as  reported,  was  both  timid  and  unsatisfactory, 
but  of  course  we  say  this  with  deference,  and  simply  from  our 
conception  of  the  record,  as  we  have  read  it.  One  of  the  prin- 
cipal and  perhaps  most  important  questions  discussed  was  the 
right  of  secession.  This  important  question  was  discussed  before 
the  judge  and  all  the  counsel,  without  interruption,  and  appa- 
rently it  was  acquiesced  in  as  a  question  about  which  there 
was  no  doubt. 

In  his  argument,  Samuel  Hubbard,  the  leading  counsel  for 
the  defendant,  uses  this  language: 

*'A  Confederation  of  the  New  England  States  to 
confer  with  each  other  on  the  subject  of  dissolving  the 
Union  was  no  treason.  The  several  States  are  independ- 
ent and  not  dependent.  Every  State  has  a  right  to 
secede  from  the  Union  without  committing  treason. 
Yet  it  is  stated  that  several  gentlemen  were  traitors  for 
threatening  to  dissolve  the  Union.  The  time  will  un- 
doubtedly come  hereafter  when  the  subject  of  a  dissolu- 
tion of  the  Union  will  be  openly  discussed  in  all  parts 
of  the  United  States." 

We  have  thought  it  would  be  interesting  in  the  light  of  past 
events  to  read  what  the  people  of  that  day,  in  Massachusetts 
especially,  had  to  say  about  the  doctrine  of  the  right  of  secession. 

Mr.  Rawle,  in  his  work  on  the  Constitution,  uses  almost  the 
identical  language  as  that  employed  by  Mr.  Hubbard  in  his  argu- 
ment in  this  libel  case,  and  his  work  was  the  text-book  at  West 
Point  on  that  subject  when  President  Davis  and  General  Lee 
were  students  there. 

It  only  remains  to  say  that  in  this  libel  case,  notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  Mr.  Webster  had  the  advantage  of  going  on  the 
stand  and  testifying,  which  the  defendant  did  not  have,  yet  the 
jury  in  the  case  was  hung,  and,  hence,  there  was  a  mistrial.  It 
is  true  that  the  jurors  stood  ten  for  conviction  and  two  against 
it,  but  Mr.  Webster  expressed  regret  that  the  prosecution  had 
ever  been  instituted  by  him. 
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My  Childhood  Recollections  of  the  War 

By  Margaret  B.  S.  Robertson 

The  years  go  on,  yet  some  one  still  tells  the  story  which  is 
never  finished — the  oft-told  tale  of  war  and  the  Confederacy. 
Infantry,  cavalry  and  artillery  veterans  have  told  it  from  their 
point  of  view  li  now  comes  one  from  the  infancy — a  child's  recol- 
lections of  the  war.  If  the  I's  and  my's  and  we's  and  me's  come 
too  often  to  the  front,  remember  how  small  is  the  horizon  of 
childhood  and  how  entirely  the  world  is  bounded  by  its  own 
little  life  and  emotions. 

Even  at  the  early  age  of  five  years  the  terrible  events  of  the 
war  were  burnt  into  my  memory  with  fire  and  blood.  No  ac- 
count of  these  days  would  be  correct  without  the  background  of 
domestic  life  as  it  then  existed,  nor  could  the  younger  genera- 
tion understand  a  child's  life  in  the  Confederacy  without  a 
knowledge  of  his  environment.  I  shall  therefore  tell  my  story, 
as  I  first  remember  the  war,  in  its  beginning,  and  again  when  it 
was  nearing  its  close. 

Born  in  the  days  of  slavery  and  having  passed  my  childhood 
under  the  old  regime,  I  could  give  no  picture  of  it  that  would  be 
complete  without  the  background  of  black  people  among  whom 
I  was  raised.  My  brother  and  I  were  the  youngest  of  a  large 
family  of  children  and  arrived  in  this  world  greatly  to  the 
regret  of  the  whole  connection.  Our  white  family  was  largely 
outnumbered  by  the  colored.  The  servants  connected  with  the 
town  house  were  Aunt  Kitty,  the  cook,  and  her  assistant,  Uncle 
Davy;  Uncle  Peyton,  the  carriage  driver;  John,  the  butler; 
MoUie,  the  housemaid;  Aunt  Rachel,  Nancy  Ballard,  Sarah  and 
Matt. 

It  was  a  great  delight  to  us  children  to  steal  off  to  the  kitchen 
where  Aunt  Kitty  reigned  somewhat  despotically,  and,  as  the 
evening  closed  and  the  tallow  dip  was  lighted,  to  hear  kind  old 
Uncle  Davy  (who  had  trances)  tell  of  his  visits  to  heaven.  We 
were  dreadfully  afraid  of  Uncle  Peyton.  Mamma  said  he  was 
"an  impudent  rascal,"  but  we  must  not  tell  on  him,  for  if  we  did. 
Papa  might  sell  him — and  he  had  never  sold  a  slave  in  his  life! 
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John,  the  butler,  was  a  terrible  character  who  cut  us  on  the  legs 
with  a  tea  towel  if  we  dirtied  the  dishes  or  walked  over  the  waxed 
floors.  When  we  used  the  plates  between  meals,  we  licked  them 
well  and  stealthily  replaced  them  on  the  pantry  shelf.  The  horrid 
ogre  of  my  childhood  was  Nancy  Ballard,  the  washerwoman,  to 
whose  care  I  was  sometimes  committed.  Many  a  weary  hour 
have  I  sat  on  the  ironing  table  in  fear  and  trembling,  looking  into 
her  ugly  black  face  and  sick  with  the  smell  of  sour  starch  and 
scorched  iron  holders. 

Our  old  black  mammies  had  all  died  off,  and  I  do  not  remem- 
ber ever  to  have  been  crooned  to  sleep  on  the  ample  bosom  of  a 
faithful  slave.  My  earliest  recollections  are  of  being  put  to  bed 
by  two  half-grown  negro'  girls,  Sarah  and  Matt,  by  the  light  of  a 
wood  fire  in  the  nursery.  If  we  had  been  particularly  good 
throughout  the  day — had  helped  to  carry  chips  or  tote  wood^ — 
we  were  rewarded  by  charming  stories  of  ''critters  and  hants  and 
sperits"  while  we  trembled  in  bed,  and  the  little  darkies  lay  full 
length  in  front  of  the  crackling  fire.  Had  we  been  mean  and 
stingy — like  po'  white  trash,  refusing  to  share  our  taffy  or  horse- 
cakes — woe  betide  us ! 

Didn't  we  hear  the  death-watch  in  the  wall,  ticking  for  us,  or 
the  screech  owl  outside  calling  for  us?  Didn't  we  see  the  "hun- 
dred legs"  on  the  wall  just  waiting  till  "white  chillun"  went  to 
sleep  to  bore  down  into  their  "years"?  Can  I  ever  forget  the 
bloody  cat  I  met  on  the  stairs,  or  the  sighs  through  the  garret 
key-hole  where  old  "Miss  Sperit"  used  to  whisper  every  night? 
Shall  I  ever  cease  to  remember  the  time  my  faithful  black  nurse 
came  after  me  on  all  fours,  a  bearskin  over  her  back,  a  horrid 
mask  on  her  face?  Yet  we  loved  the  little  darkies  and  played 
happily  with  them.  We  had  glorious  days  on  top  of  the  chicken 
coop,  eating  walnuts  and  raw  turnips,  and  grand  slides  down 
the  icehouse,  with  occasional  raids  on  my  grandmother's  damson 
trees  arid  currant  bushes. 

In  happy  summer  days  wc  went  to  our  farm,  "Rosebanks," 
where  our  bachelor  uncle  lived.  The  mill,  the  barn,  the  cooper's 
shop,  the  servants'  quarters  were  delightful  haunts  where  "white 
chillun"  were  always  welcome.  There  we  visited  the  old  decrepit 
darkies  in  their  home:  Aunt  Sally,  who  used  to  spin  at  a  great 
wheel  and  who  gave  us  pomegranates  and  marigolds  from  her 
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little  garden;  Granny,  a  little  toothless  old  woman  who  sucked 
her  pipe  by  her  fireside,  and  would  hug  us  in  her  bony  arms. 
It  was  in  her  cabin  I  heard  for  the  first  time  a  cricket  on  the 
hearth. 

Uncle  Jerome  brought  us  partridge  eggs  from  the  harvest  field, 
and  at  twilight  Uncle  Jeff — a  silent  little  yellow  man — played  for 
us  on  the  fiddle.  Every  Saturday  ^'Monkey"  Jim  came  from 
the  farm  with  the  cart.  My  sister  called  it  her  ''Ship  Africa." 
"Monkey"  drove  old  Kit  at  the  rate  of  three  miles  an  hour. 
Kit  was  a  fat,  freckled  white  mare;  "Monkey"  was  a  Httle  black, 
bald-headed  old  man.  His  small  flat  head  was  covered  with  an 
old  slouch  hat,  which  rested  on  a  pair  of  enormous  outstanding 
ears;  small  furtive  eyes,  a  great  wobbly  nose  and  scattered  rows 
of  teeth,  set  in  the  kinky,  hairy  face  of  the  old  dwarf,  made  up 
an  appearance  singularly  grotesque.  Every  week  he  came  with 
what  provisions  could  be  gathered  from  the  farm,  each  time  he 
brought  a  little  "poke"  of  something  for  us  children.  I  never 
heard  him  speak  except  to  say  with  a  grin,  "Y'oncle  sent  you 
sumpin."  Aunt  Mary  Ann  always  knew  where  the  best  apples 
grew  in  the  orchard,  and  she  let  me  churn  under  the  cool  syca- 
more tree.  She  taught  me  to  milk  old  Crump  and  showed  me 
where  Lola  hid  her  litter  of  darling  puppies. 

But,  best  of  all,  I  loved  my  daily  ride  on  John  the  Baptist — 
"Bully  Dingo"  my  uncle  called  him ;  but  he  said  Aunt  Mary  was 
a  "Hard  Shell,"  so  she  raised  the  big  red  bull  and  named  him 
"John  the  Baptist."  The  fun  in  riding  him  was  that  the  bull 
always  got  up  behind  first,  and  it  was  so  hard  to  keep  from 
falling  off. 

How  we  loved  Aunt  Mary  Ann!  I  can  see  her  now — a  big, 
bronze  Indian-like  woman,  standing  with  one  hand  on  her  hip 
and  with  the  other  holding  a  big  sea-shell  to  her  lips;  her  face 
is  toward  the  west,  for  it  is  sundown,  and  on  the  shell  she  blows 
a  mighty  blast  to  call  the  laborers  home.  Then  the  evening  falls, 
and  the  hands  come  in,  and  as  I  go  to  sleep  I  hear  them  singing 
and  the  sweet  sound  of  water  falling  over  the  mill  wheel. 

Such  was  our  early  life. 

One  night  I  lay  on  the  hearth  rug  playing  with  my  favorite 
cat  while  my  father  and  mother  were  talking  very  earnestly,  when 
suddenly  a  dog  howled,  the  cat  sprang  up  in  terror,  the  door  was 
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burst  open,  and  in  rushed  two  masked  men  with  drawn  swords, 
uttering  dreadful  cries.  My  heart  stood  still  with  terror,  for  they 
exclaimed,  ''The  Yankees  are  coming  to  cut  off  your  Papa's  head 
and  burn  down  the  house  and  eat  you  up !"  In  obedience  to  my 
father's  stern  commands,  off  came  the  masks  and  two  gay  young 
cousins  stood  disclosed  in  the  bravery  of  new  uniforms  and 
brass  buttons — all  excitement  for  the  coming  fray.  That  was 
my  first  introduction  to  war! 

The  early  days  of  the  Confederacy  were  very  gay  and  inter- 
esting to  a  child,  for  we  lived  on  excitement  and  "little  pitchers" 
heard  and  saw  all  that  was  going  on.  There  was  music  in  the 
streets,  and  gay  young  soldiers  drilled  in  their  handsome  uni- 
forms. The  girls  cheered  them,  throwing  flowers  and  kisses, 
while  the  band  played  Dixie  and  the  troops  went  marching  by. 
Indoors  they  laughed  and  sang  bright  war  songs  and  made  haver- 
sacks and  tobacco  bags.  My  pretty  cousin  sewed  on  a  beautiful 
silk  flag  for  ''her  captain,"  and  my  sister  said  she  was  making 
a  petticoat  for  Billy  Blank  because  he  wouldn't  got  to  war! 
Sometimes  Scars  Hill  and  Dogwood  were  full  of  tents,  and  we 
children  used  to  watch  the  soldiers  standing  guard  or  dragging 
cannon  from  the  arsenal  opposite  the  Mary  Baldwin  Seminary. 
Often  they  said  the  Yankees  were  coming,  and  one  night  at  home 
I  heard  most  curious  noises  under  the  floors  and  in  the  garret — 
something  like  spirits,  only  louder.  When  I  went  to  look,  my 
mother  and  sisters  were  stooping  down  over  a  candle  and  with 
hatchets  were  pulling  up  the  floors;  in  the  cracks  and  corners 
they  were  poking  bacon  and  silver  and  all  sorts  of  things.  I 
crossed  my  heart  that  I  would  not  tell,  then  made  all  the  other 
children  wretched  by  saying  that  I  knew  grown  peoples'  secrets 
which  even  the  Yankees  could  not  find  out.  But  the  Yankees  did 
come  and  search  the  house  and  steal  everything  that  was  left  in 
the  smoke-house  and  store-room  and  all  the  horses  except  old 
Brutus,  and  he  was  hid  in  the  cellar.  Then  they  cut  the  spokes  in 
Papa's  fifteen-hundred-dollar  wood  wagon.  We  children  went 
out  and'  cursed  the  Yankees  and  seesawed  on  the  back  fence  and 
sang  as  loudly  as  we  could : 

"Jeff  Davis  rides  a  white  horse, 

Abe  Lincoln  rides  a  mule. 
Jeff  Davis  is  a  gentleman, 
Abe  Lincoln  is  a  fool." 
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At  that  time  I  was  very  proficient  in  songs  and  oaths,  which 
seemed  perfectly  justifiable  on  such  occasions. 

We  had  very  plain  fare  in  those  days,  so  whenever  we  had 
'*Secesh"  pudding  or  other  dessert,  someone  raised  a  little  Con- 
federate flag  on  the  dinner  castors  to  celebrate  the  event.  There 
was  a  scarcity  of  everything,  and  the  women  went  to  work  knit- 
ting socks  and  making  gloves  and  dresses  from  the  linsey-woolsey 
which  was  woven  on  the  farm.  I  thought  my  sisters  looked 
beautiful  in  their  red  flannel  garibaldi  waists  and  the  hats  which 
they  made  of  plaited  straw  and  trimmed  with  rooster  tails.  We 
gathered  the  balls  of  sycamore  trees,  from  which  my  mother 
made  ink,  and  we  helped  to  make  toilet  soap  and  draw  the  tallow 
candles  out  of  deep  tin  molds.  A  "Confederate  candle"  was  a 
famous  Christmas  gift,  for  it  lasted  nearly  all  winter  and  was 
indeed  a  labor  of  love.  It  was  made  of  yards  and  yards  of  cotton 
wick,  which  we  passed  slowly  through  melted  bee's  wax  until  it 
became  thick  and  firm ;  then  it  was  coiled  and  twisted  into  many 
fanciful  patterns  around  a  smooth  upright  stick  fastened  firmly 
into  a  wooden  block  or  pedestal. 

In  the  summertime  we  went  barefooted,  greatly  to  my  joy,  as 
my  shoes  which  were  made  by  Uncle  Monroe  creaked  horribly 
and  were  full  of  sharp  wooden  pegs.  I  shall  never  forget  a 
beautiful  little  slipper  which  one  of  my  cousins  captured  among 
other  things  when  on  a  cavalry  raid.  It  just  fit  me  but  we  could 
never  find  the  mate.  I  put  it  on  and  sat  on  my  other  foot,  hoping 
the  children  would  admire  it  and  that  nothing  would  happen  to 
make  me  get  up. 

We  had  few  playthings  in  those  days,  but  no  doll  ever  gave 
greater  delight  than  my  cat  Minnie,  dressed  up  in  a  baby  frock 
and  cap,  and  no  mechanical  toys  were  ever  more  entertaining 
than  the  tumble  bugs  and  June  beetles  we  played  with  while  out 
of  doors.  Every  Christmas  Aunt  Mary  sent  us  hog  bladders 
from  the  farm,  and  at  daylight  we  jumped  upon  them  with  our 
feet,  awakening  the  family  with  terrible  explosions.  Our  home- 
made Confederate  stockings  were  never  found  empty.  In  the  toe 
there  was  a  big  red  apple,  at  the  heel  a  yellow  one,  then  ginger 
cakes  and  apple-leather  walnuts,  pop-corn,  dried  persimmons  and 
taffy  made  of  sorghum  molasses.  This  last  was  always  wrapped 
in  newspaper,  and  we  had  to  lick  a  great  deal  of  ink  and  war  news 
before  we  detached  it  from  the  stocking.     Sometimes  there  was 
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a  nice  roasted  pig-tail  sticking  out  of  the  top.  Sometimes  a 
switch  or  a  bundle  of  ashes — that  was  for  cursing,  but  our  cursing 
was  always  of  Yankees. 

As  I  grew  older,  it  seemed  to  me  that  the  house  and  the  town 
were  always  full  of  soldiers  coming  and  going;  tents  on  the 
hills  one  day,  the  next  day  gone  in  great  wagon  trains.  About 
that  time  two  charming  girls  came  to  stay  with  us.  My  father 
called  them  refugees,  and  said  the  Yankees  had  driven  them  out 
of  Winchester  because  they  did  so  much  for  our  soldiers  and 
were  so  brave  and  kind.  They  made  our  house  very  gay  and 
lively  with  their  music  and  all  they  had  to  tell  about  the  army. 

One  day  a  boy  told  us  that  *'01d  Jube"  was  in  town  and  that 
General  Lee  was  in  our  parlor  to  see  my  mother.  All  of  us  had 
heard  of  General  Lee,  and  I  determined  to  see  him  for  myself. 
Stealing  into  the  front  hall  and  hiding  behind  the  partly  open 
door,  I  peered  into  the  room.  And  there  according  to  my  childish 
fancy  I  saw  a  king,  a  grand  and  beautiful  man  with  gray  hair, 
gray  uniform  and  wonderful  dark  eyes.  There  was  no  crown 
upon  his  forehead,  or  golden  scepter  in  his  hand,  yet  he  was  the 
realization  of  all  that  I  had  read  in  story  books  of  majesty.  He 
saw  me  peeping  through  the  door  and,  rising  from  his  chair,  he 
took  me  by  the  hand  and  led  me  into  the  room.  He  placed  his 
hand  upon  my  curls  and  said  that  they  were  pretty ;  then,  lifting 
me  upon  his  lap,  he  gently  kissed  me  on  the  lips.  I  was  but  a 
child,  yet  I  felt  as  I  did  in  after  years  when  the  bishop  laid  his 
hands  upon  me — that  I  had  been  blessed  and  consecrated  by 
his  touch. 

War  was  famiHar  talk.  On  Sundays  when  we  went  to  church, 
our  minister  often  read  out  news  of  battles  and  lists  of  wounded. 
1  especially  recall  one  day,  when  he  told  of  an  impending  battle 
and  asked  the  congregation  to  go  home  and  make  lint  for  the  sol- 
diers, how  children  and  grown  people,  without  waiting  for  dinner, 
turned  down  their  plates  on  the  table  and  began  to  scrape  and 
ravel  on  them  old  linen  napkins  for  the  wounded.  I  remember 
a  dark,  sad  day  when  the  rain  poured  in  torrents  and  a  long  line 
of  gray  men  passed  marching  to  the  dull  thud  of  a  drum.  A 
crowd  had  collected  on  the  steps  of  the  Baptist  church,  and  among 
them,  unmindful  of  the  people  or  the  weather,  stood  a  beautiful 
young  woman.  Her  hands  were  clasped,  her  eyes  were  raised  as 
if  in  supplication,  while  on  her  uncovered  head  and  flowing  black 
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hair  the  rain  beat  unmercifully.  Wedded  that  day,  to  be  widowed 
the  next,  some  strange  foreboding  had  warned  her.  There  she 
stands  forever  in  my  memory,  more  enduring  than  marble  or 
bronze,  a  living  monument  of  grief.  Later  the  troops  came 
straggling  back,  muddy,  wounded,  footsore;  the  women  faltered 
not,  but  with  white,  set  faces  they  comforted  and  relieved.  I 
stood  by  my  mother's  table  with  averted  face,  holding  sponges 
and  basin,  while  she  dressed  the  bloody  wounds  of  soldiers  just 
in  from  the  battle  line.  Five  wounded  men  lay  in  our  house 
at  one  time,  and  even  the  children  were  kept  waiting  on  them. 
As  they  convalesced,  they  amused  themselves  by  putting  paper 
shoes  on  my  cat,  carving  rings  out  of  buttons  and  baskets  from 
peach  seeds,  and  cutting  watermelon  rinds  into  intricate  patterns 
for  sweetmeats.  Later  the  Blind  Institution  was  taken  for  a 
hospital,  and  in  the  present  chapel  were  rows  upon  rows  of 
wounded  men  on  cots;  among  them  moved  brave  daughters  of 
the  Confederacy,  ever  ready  to  minister  to  suffering  and  alleviate 
pain.  The  north  basement  served  as  a  morgue,  and  I  remember 
running  by  in  terror  of  the  dead  men,  longing  yet  fearing  to 
look  in. 

Toward  the  close  of  the  war  when  Yankees  overran  the  town, 
old  men  often  asked  the  guards  to  protect  their  homes  and 
families.  On  one  such  occasion  a  young  soldier  was  sent  to 
our  home,  but  hardly  had  he  arrived  when  he  was  suddenly 
taken  ill.  We  had  no  tolerance  for  Union  troops,  yet  when  my 
mother  looked  upon  the  boy,  so  near  the  age  of  her  own  son, 
she  was  moved  with  compassion  and  sent  us  with  a  pillow  for  his 
head.  White  and  suffering,  he  lay  beneath  the  trees  until  my 
father  brought  him  in  and  ministered  to  his  needs,  and  my 
mother  provided  food  suitable  for  him. 

He  proved  to  be  refined  and  educated,  and  during  the  course 
of  conversation  he  mentioned  his  father's  name,  a  distinguished 
one  in  the  North.  Unknown  to  the  boy,  this  gentlemen  had, 
before  the  war,  been  a  warm  friend  and  colleague  of  my  father's. 
Naturally  his  story  was  not  believed,  but  after  the  surrender  my 
father  received  a  grateful  letter  from  his  old  friend  stating  that 
the  boy  owed  his  life  to  the  kindness  of  my  mother.  This  youth, 
for  love  of  adventure,  had  run  away  from  Harvard  and  enlisted 
as  a  private  in  the  army ;  he  was  the  son  of  the  brilliant  lawyer 
and  statesman,  William  M.  Evarts,  of  New  York. 
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Hope  grew  dim,  but  war  went  on.  The  V.  M.  I.  cadets  were 
ordered  to  the  field  and  the  battle  of  New  Market  was  fought. 
A  brave  young  cousin  was  brought  back  to  us  wounded,  and  my 
soldier  brother  limped  back  on  blistered  feet,  only  to  have  his 
mother  wash  them  with  her  tears  and  bind  them  up  for  marches 
and  watches  in  the  dreadful  trenches  around  Richmond. 

Our  food  was  low;  our  servants  had  gone,  some  to  heaven, 
some  to  freedom.  We  had  one  stray  negro  boy  who  was  our 
cook.  Now  Amos  was  a  lover  of  melody  and  a  sitter  in  the  sun ; 
and  once  while  he  played  the  Jew's  harp  on  the  back  fence,  a 
Yankee  slipped  into  the  kitchen  and  put  mud  in  the  cymlings  and 
hunks  of  chewing  tobacco  into  the  boiling  cabbage.  My  father 
was  furious  and  told  them  both  to  go — somewhere — and  when 
they  went  we  had  no  cook  and  no  dinner ! 

Out  on  the  farm  Aunt  Mary  Ann  still  blew  the  big  sea-shell, 
but  there  was  none  to  answer  to  her  call.  An  old  man  sat  in 
the  mill,  with  his  white  head  on  his  hand,  while  the  miller  looked 
out  of  the  window,  and  the  sound  of  the  grinding  was  low. 

Then  came  the  last  terrible  scenes  of  war.  The  skies  were 
red  with  a  great  conflagration  and  soldiers  galloped  rapidly 
through  the  streets.  Along  the  railway  tracks  and  in  the  flat 
below  us  the  depots  were  on  fire.  Amidst  the  crackling,  roaring 
flames  fell  flying  stones.  We  heard  deep  intonations  and  ex- 
plosions, as  great  masses  of  the  arched  stone  bridge  were  hurled 
into  the  air. 

Standing  against  this  lurid  background  of  smoke  and  fire,  I 
saw  a  majestic  old  woman :  her  white  hair  was  flying  in  the  wind. 
With  hands  uplifted,  she  pointed  to  the  smoking  ruins  and,  like 
some  prophetess  of  old,  called  down  from  heaven  wrath  and 
imprecations  on  the  slayers  of  her  sons.  So  dark,  so  dreadful 
is  this  picture,  I  will  not  dwell  upon  it. 

One  day  in  early  spring  I  was  skipping  along  the  r.oad  from 
my  grandmother's  house  when  I  saw  a  young  man  coming  quickly 
toward  me.  He  was  greatly  excited  and  out  of  breath  and,  as  he 
drew  near,  exclaimed,  ''General  Lee  has  surrendered !"  Hot 
indignation  boiled  within  me  and  I  exclaimed,  'That's  a  He,  and 
you  know  it !"  Then  I  ran  rapidly  homeward.  The  tears  were 
streaming  down  my  father's  face,  but  the  women  sat  stolidly 
gazing  at  each  other  and  said,  "The  war  is  over."  Yes,  the 
war  was  ended. 
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Matthew  Fontaine  Maury 

An  Address 
By  A.  B.  Chandler 

Summoned  by  the  Matthew  Fontaine  Maury  Memorial  Asso- 
ciation from  a  life  busy  beyond  its  capacity  to  give  on  this  great 
occasion,  when  the  veterans  of  the  grey  are  once  more  assembled 
in  attenuated  ranks  in  the  capital  of  the  Confederacy,  an  ap- 
preciation of  the  services  of  Matthew  Fontaine  Maury,  I  hasten 
to  make  acknowledgment  of  this  distinctive  honor  and  to  record 
my  sense  of  embarrassment  in  attempting  to  unfold  in  adequate 
phrase  the  marvels  of  his  achievements.  How  befitting  it  is 
that,  in  this  beautiful  city  where  his  remains  now  sleep  in  yonder 
silent  city  of  the  dead,  and  on  this  spacious  avenue  in  calling 
distance  of  Davis  and  of  Lee  and  of  Stuart  and  of  Jackson,  this 
other  immortal  should  also  be  portrayed  in  bronze,  that  all  the 
world  may  know  we  love  him  and  appreciate  his  matchless  con- 
tributions to  the  development  of  world  civilization!  How  ap- 
propriate, too,  that  F.  William  Sievers,  who  designed  Stonewall 
Jackson's  monument,  should  be  the  chosen  sculptor  for  this 
memorial — Jackson  and  Maury  alike  high  servants  at  Virginia's 
proud  Military  Institute  and  each  attaining  incomparable  dis- 
tinction in  his  respective  sphere.  It  is  no  less  appropriate  that 
the  Matthew  Fontaine  Maury  Memorial  Association  and  the 
United  Daughters  of  the  Confederacy  should  take  the  leader- 
ship, as  they  have  done — God  bless  these  splendid  women  of 
the  South — in  raising  the  funds  for  this  statue.  These  noble 
women,  through  this  act,  perpetuate  their  patriotic  and  self- 
abnegating  virtues,  though  they  need  no  trump  of  fame  any 
more  than  the  sunlight  needs  a  clarion  to  proclaim  its  mission 
or  the  speechless  law  of  gravitation  sues  for  the  trumpet  of 
Niagara. 

The  progress  of  the  world  is  due  principally  to  the  concen- 
trative  and  self-abnegating  work  of  modern  scientists.  Scientific 
discoveries  and  inventions  in  every  branch  of  man's  work  in  the 
world  are  the  very  foundation  stones  of  the  world's  pulsing 
hfe.  Fine  and  effective  machinery  to  run  the  mills  and  factories 
and  to  do  the  w^ork  of  the  mines  and  the  farms  are  the  price- 
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less  legacies  to  all  mankind  of  great  pioneers  in  the  field  of 
scientific   research   and   experimentation.      The    applications   of 
steam  and  gasoline  and  electricity  to  motive  power  or  to  the 
conduction  of  sound  are  among  the  wonders  of  this  age.    Wire- 
less telegraphy  and  air-craft,  now  well-nigh  perfected  in  their 
successful    operation,   put   man   but    little   below    Deity   in   his 
powers  of  accomplishment.     In  the  field  of  medicine,  the  dis- 
covery  of   anaesthetics   for  use   in   surgical   operations  and   of 
disease   germs    and   their   antitoxins   are   the   very   marvels   of 
human  achievement.     Bridling  the   winds   and   ocean   currents 
and  charting  the  very  bottoms  of  the  deep  have  added  swift- 
ness and  security  to  international  communication  and  commerce, 
thus  building  up  an  everlasting  brotherhood  among  the  nations 
of  the  world,  and  converting  every  shore  into  a  veritable  whisper- 
ing gallery  for  the  enlargement  and  refinement  of  human  society. 
Great  spirits  are  those  who  have  thus  stood  apart  from  the 
commonplaces  of  life  and  in  the  quietude  of  their  retreats  have 
thus   evolved   the   commercial   and   industrial   salvation   of   the 
world.     Such  souls  as  these,  tho  few  in  number,  are  the  bright 
stars  in  the  firmament  of  human  progress,  shining  with  greater 
lustre  as  the  passage  of  time  gives  opportunity  to  measure  their 
priceless  achievements  in  true  perspective.     It  is  worthy  of  note 
that  the  large  majority  of  the  great  inventors  and  discoverers 
have  been   silent  workers — unappreciated,   unrewarded,   and   in 
many  cases  unhonored  and  unsung.     Retarded  appreciation  or 
recognition  does  not,  however,  detract  one  whit  from  the  value 
of  their  work  nor  rob  any  of  the  ultimate  reward  which  must 
be  bestowed. 

'Truth,  tho  crushed  to  earth,  shall   rise  again; 
The  eternal  years  of  God  are  hers ; 
Error,  wounded,  writhes  in  pain. 
And   dies  amongst  its  worshippers." 

I  have  said  this  much  to  prepare  you  for  an  appreciation  of 
the  life  and  character  and  services  of  Matthew  Fontaine  Maury, 
the  corner-stone  of  whose  monument  this  great  concourse  of  de- 
voted patriots  have  met  on  this  spot  to  lay  and  consecrate. 
I  wish  time  permitted  to  give  you  all  the  interesting  and  in- 
spiring details  of  this  man's  unusual  career.  I  cannot  do  this. 
We  shall  have  time  to  touch  his  life  only  at  a  few  salient  points. 
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I  hope  to  review  enough  of  it,  however,  to  convince  you  that 
he  belonged  to  that  very  small  circle  of  consummate  masters 
in  the  field  of  research  to  whom  every  advanced  nation  is 
largely  indebted  for  its  present  expanded  commercial  life. 

It  is  hard  to  use  extravagant  phrases  in  speaking  of  him. 
Nothing  but  superlatives  give  a  true  index  to  the  value  of  his 
work.  Impartial  history  warrants  me  in  declaring  to  you  that 
Matthew  Fontaine  Maury  was  not  only  the  greatest  scientist  the 
South  has  yet  produced,  but  one  of  the  greatest  of  the  world 
in  all  ages,  and  in  his  particular  field  of  discovery  he  is  matched 
by  none.  Not  only  so,  but  full  examination  of  his  record  dis- 
closes the  fact  that  his  work  was  not  local,  but  universal ;  not 
transient,  but  permanent;  not  benefiting  a  few,  but  all  the 
earth.  Nor  is  this  all.  In  him  I  point  you  to  the  man  who,  in 
view  of  the  character  and  value  of  his  discoveries  and  the  ob- 
stacles overcome,  has  received  less  recognition  and  reward  from 
his  fellowcountrymen  than  any  man  who  has  ever  lived  amongst 
us.  The  ingratitude  of  this  nation  is  in  nothing  more  pointedly 
displayed  than  in  its  neglect  or  refusal  thus  far  to  pay  its  in- 
calculable debt  to  this  constructive  scientist  by  the  erection  of 
a  monument,  the  gift  of  a  medal,  or  in  any  other  appropriate 
way.  The  appearance  of  his  name  at  the  top  of  a  pilot  chart  of 
the  North  Atlantic  prepared  in  April,  1922,  by  the  hydrographic 
office  of  the  national  government  smacks  of  belated  recogni- 
tion of  Maury  as  the  nation's  pioneer  hydrographer  and  offers 
suggestion  that  prejudice  may  not  always  control  in  withhold- 
ing from  this  mighty  son  of  the  South  that  measure  of  recog- 
nition which  should  be  his.  The  unspeakable  shamelessness  of 
this  ingratitude  is  accentuated  by  the  studied  and  successful 
policy  of  petty  politicians  to  suppress  even  mention  of  his  name 
in  the  authoritative  papers  at  the  nation's  capital.  His  name 
is  omitted  at  the  Naval  Observatory  which  he  founded ;  in  the 
history  of  the  Brussels  Conference,  at  which  every  civilized 
nation  of  the  world  did  him  distinctive  and  unprecedented  honor 
while  he  yet  lived,  the  American  historian,  in  his  blinding  pre- 
judice, fails  to  record  his  name;  and  in  the  beautiful  Con- 
gressional Library  at  Washington  the  name  of  Maury  does  not 
appear  either  among  the  scientists  or  the  naval  officers  of  Amer- 
ica.    The  unpardonable  affront  to  truth  and  justice  thus  ex- 
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emplified  makes  my  blood  boil,  especially  when,  searching  for 
a  motive,  I  find  none  except  the  fact  that  he  was  a  Southerner 
and  in  the  War  between  the  States  he  pinned  his  faith  to  the 
land  of  his  fathers,  following,  like  Lee,  the  dictates  of  his  con- 
science rather  than  the  allurements  of  reward  and  honor.  His 
life  throughout  was  so  steady,  his  heart  was  so  pure  that  the 
only  ''crime" — God  save  the  mark — he  ever  committed  during 
his  career  was  his  allegiance  with  the  incomparable  Lee  in  the 
just  cause  that  was  lost.  The  principal  achievements  of  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  enough  in  number  and  importance  to  en- 
roll his  name  high  among  the  immortals  in  the  Hall  of  Fame — 
can  barely  be  mentioned.  Though  twice  injured,  once  by  a  fall 
from  a  tree  and  later  by  a  fall  from  a  coach  in  New  York  City, 
from  which  he  was  crippled  for  life,  and  tho  the  pinches  of 
poverty  and  lack  of  insight  on  the  part  of  his  parents  seemed 
to  forbid  the  possibility  of  a  literary  career,  his  indomitable 
spirit  overcame  even  these  obstacles,  and  in  spite  of  his  fight 
against  poverty  throughout  his  boyhood  and  young  manhood — 
perhaps  by  reason  of  it — he  finally  gained  appointment  as  mid- 
shipman in  the  navy,  chiefly  thro  the  influence  of  the  patriot, 
Sam  Houston.  He  soon  earned  promotion  to  a  lieutenancy. 
Later  he  became  head  of  the  Depot  of  Charts  and  Instruments, 
out  of  which  he  created  the  National  Nautical  Observatory.  He 
established  the  Hydrographic  Oflice  at  Washington  and  insti- 
tuted a  system  of  *'log  books"  by  which  all  American  vessels 
could  aid  him  in  collecting  observations  on  winds  and  cur- 
rents in  every  sea  on  which  they  sailed.  He  originated  and 
was  the  moving  spirit  of  the  Brussels  Conference  in  1853,  where 
representatives  of  the  maritime  nations  discussed  the  laws  of 
navigation  and  of  meteorology,  and  adopted  plans  suggested  by 
Maury  for  their  promotion.  He  is,  in  truth,  the  father  of  the 
science  of  meteorology  and  has  been  so  recogniezd  in  all  the 
world,  save  his  native  land.  His  maps  and  charts  of  the  ocean 
won  for  him  the  title  of  "Pathfinder  of  the  Ocean"  and  "Geo- 
grapher of  the  Seas."  His  published  treatise  on  navigation  was 
long  used  as  the  text  at  the  Naval  Academy,  of  which,  in  a 
sense,  he  was  the  founder.  He  wrote  a  physical  geography  and 
a  series  of  general  geographies,  containing  the  most  advanced 
scientific  findings  of  his  day,  of  which  he  was  the  principal  dis- 
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coverer.  He  discovered  the  cause  of  the  Gulf  Stream,  drew 
maps  explaining  the  currents  and  winds  of  the  seas,  charted 
the  channels  of  travel  across  their  trackless  wastes,  so  as  to 
save  time  in  navigation  and  give  greater  security  to  cargo  and 
crew.  He  studied  the  causes  of  changes  in  weather  and  laid 
the  basis  of  our  modern  weather  bureau.  He  inaugurated  means 
of  accurate  ocean  soundings,  advancing  the  theory  of  a  sea 
bottom  plateau  across  the  North  Atlantic.  Acting  upon  this 
discovery,  Cyrus  W.  Field,  in  1857,  laid  the  first  trans-Atlantic 
cable,  paying  his  debt  to  Maury  in  these  words :  "Maury  fur- 
nished the  brains,  England  the  money,  and  I  did  the  work." 
He  urged  the  building  of  a  ship  canal  across  the  Isthmus  of 
Panama,  which  accomplishment  today  stands  perhaps  as  the 
greatest  engineering  feat  of  all  time.  He  assisted  in  fitting 
out  the  Virginia  as  an  iron-clad,  the  first  the  world  ever  saw 
and  the  very  foundation  of  modern  navies,  and  invented  a 
formidable  torpedo  to  blow  up  hostile  ships.  He  received  the 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws  from  Cambridge  University,  Eng- 
land. He  was  presented  with  twenty-two  gold  and  silver 
medals,  given  by  Prussia,  Austria,  Norway,  Sweden,  Holland, 
Belgium,  France,  the  Pope,  Sardinia  and  Bremen;  three  copper 
medals  from  England,  Belgium  and  Batavia;  four  decorations 
of  honor  from  Denmark,  Portugal,  Russia  and  Mexico;  two 
others  from  Belgium  and  France;  a  pearl  and  diamond  brooch 
from  the  Czar  of  Russia,  and  other  gifts  or  tributes  of  equal 
significance  from  various  potentates — but  the  United  States  has 
been  and  is  conspicuous  in  its  silence.  Ibanez,  the  great  mod- 
ern Spanish  novelist,  in  his  Mare  Nostrum,  makes  one  of  his 
characters  say  of  Maury :  "He  was  refreshing  himself  with  a 
study  of  one  of  Maury's  charts — the  sailor's  Bible — the  patient 
work  of  an  obscure  genius  who  first  snatched  from  ocean  and 
atmosphere  the  secret  of  their  laws." 

And  a  recent  article  issued  by  the  National  Geographic  So- 
ciety says  in  part :  "In  point  of  fact,  the  observation  of  winds 
and  currents,  the  marking  of  fog  and  iceberg  limits  and  its 
rain  areas,  the  soundings  for  temperature,  constitute  a  pre- 
liminary work  without  which  the  safe  and  swift  ocean  travel 
of  today  would  be  impossible.  The  pioneer  in  this  work  was 
Matthew   Fontaine   Maury,   whose   name   is   as   familiar   to  the 
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navigator  as  is  that  of  Darwin  to  the  naturalist.  In  the  early 
annals  of  the  American  Navy,  he  is  linked  with  Charles  Wilkes 
and  Matthew  Galbraith  Perry." 

Soon  after  the  war  he  became  a  distinguished  professor  of 
science  in  the  V.  M.  L,  where  he  died  in  1873.  Thus  it  may 
seem  that  he  was  a  restless  and  versatile,  yet  an  accurate  worker 
in  a  field  of  research  hitherto  unexplored,  and  that  he  mastered 
the  mysteries  of  the  air  and  commanded  the  secrets  of  the  sea 
alike,  marshaling  the  forces  of  both  to  make  their  priceless  con- 
tributions to  human  needs  and  human  progress.  The  results 
of  his  researches  have  added  untold  millions  to  the  wealth  of 
the  world  and  saved  countless  human  lives.  He  has  bound 
every  nation  together  by  the  iron  cords  on  the  bottom  of  every 
sea.  He  has  mastered  every  current  of  air  that  blows.  So  to- 
day his  spirit  hovers  about  the  ocean's  depths  and  the  moun- 
tain's heights  around  the  world,  and  after  all  this  fact  is  his 
everlasting  monument. 

Born  within  ten  miles  of  Fredericksburg,  dead  at  Lexington, 
buried  in  Richmond,  with  close  and  distinguished  descendants 
now  living  within  the  borders  of  his  native  State  and  through- 
out the  Southland  too  modest,  as  was  he,  to  seek  notoriety,  this 
silent  scientist  today  receives  at  the  hands  of  his  Confederate 
contemporaries  and  the  sons  and  daughters  of  his  country  the 
last  loving  recognition  of  his  incomparable  work.  How  heart- 
ening it  should  be  to  our  youth  to  come  to  this  sacred  shrine, 
to  look  upon  his  open  and  kindly  face,  portrayed  in  bronze,  to 
study  his  early  boyhood  life  of  struggle  and  of  disappointment, 
to  learn  from  him  the  value  of  earnestness,  of  modesty,  of 
perseverance,  of  industry,  of  self-abnegation  and  of  Christian 
character!  In  these  qualities  which  were  pre-eminently  his,  our 
posterity,  tho  they  may  never  startle  the  world,  as  did  he,  with 
useful  discoveries  or  inventions,  yet  may  imitate  this  great 
American,  thus  laying  the  surest  foundation  for  independence 
and  mastery,  whatever  may  be  their  mission  in  the  world. 
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General  Lee's  Headquarters  Records  and 

Papers — ^The  Present  Location  of 

Some  of  These 

By  George  L.  Christian 

We  believe  it  is  generally  understood  that  the  headquarters 
wagons  of  General  R.  E.  Lee,  with  the  records  and  papers  of  the 
commander  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia,  were  destroyed 
by  fire  at  or  about  the  time  of  the  surrender  of  that  army  at 
Appomattox  Courthouse  on  April  9,  1865.  Whether  this  fire  was 
intentional  or  accidental  we  have  never  known,  but  we  have 
heard  that  the  burning  was  done  without  the  knowledge  or 
authority  of  General  Lee,  or  any  of  his  staff,  and  that  General 
Lee  was  greatly  distressed  at  the  happening. 

He  not  only  felt,  as  perhaps  no  one  else  did,  the  great  personal 
and  historical  loss  that  had  been  sustained  by  the  destruction  of 
these  records  and  papers ;  but  he  knew,  too,  that  the  act  might  be 
misconstrued  by  his  adversaries,  many  of  whom  did  not  then 
know  the  high  character  of  General  Lee  as  they  have  since 
learned.  General  Lee  never  did  anything  "in  a  corner"  or  that 
he  was  afraid  or  ashamed  to  have  exhibited  to  the  world. 

This  preface  is  perhaps  entirely  unnecessary  to  the  real  objects 
of  this  Httle  paper. 

We  have  understood  that  during  General  Lee's  presidency 
of  Washington  College  (now  Washington  and  Lee  University), 
his  military  secretary,  Colonel  Charles  Marshall,  then  a  dis- 
tinguished lawyer  at  the  Baltimore  bar  and  in  every  way  a  most 
competent  person  for  the  task  had  undertaken  to  write  the  life 
of  his  old  comrade  and  a  history  of  his  marvelous  campaigns. 
To  assist  Colonel  Marshall  in  the  preparation  of  this  work,  Gen- 
eral Lee,  or  his  oldest  son.  General  Custis  Lee,  turned  over  to 
Colonel  Marshall  the  few  records  and  papers  which  had  been 
preserved  and  which  were  then  in  the  possession  of  General  Lee, 
or  his  family. 

Unfortunately,  the  burdens  of  a  large  law  practice  and  the 
failure  of  his  health  rendered  it  impracticable  for  Colonel  Mar- 
shall to  make  any  progress  in  the  preparation  of  this  work,  and 
at  his  death  these  books  and  papers  were  returned  to  General 
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Custis  Lee,  then  residing  at  the  home  of  his  late  brother,  General 
William  H.  F.  Lee,  near  Burke's  Station,  in  Fairfax  County,  Va. 

The  late  Colonel  W.  E.  Cutshaw,  at  that  time  the  city  en- 
gineer of  Richmond,  a  friend  of  General  Custis  Lee  and  a  gallant 
and  devoted  Confederate,  conceived  the  idea  of  having  a  com- 
mittee of  five  appointed  by  the  Grand  Camp  of  Confederate  Vet- 
erans of  Virginia,  and  asked  General  Custis  Lee  to  place  these 
records  and  papers  in  the  custody  of  this  committee,  with  power 
to  publish,  or  to  make  such  other  use  or  disposition  of  them  as 
they  might  deem  proper.  This  arrangement  was  readily  and 
cheerfully  assented  to  by  General  Custis  Lee,  and  the  records 
and  papers  were  promptly  sent  by  him  to  Colonel  Cutshaw. 

The  committee  of  five  was  appointed  by  the  Grand  Camp  at 
its  next  meeting,  and  consisted  of  Colonel  Cutshaw,  as  the  chair- 
man, the  late  Senator  John  W.  Daniel,  the  late  Captain  W. 
Gordon  McCabe,  the  Rev.  James  Power  Smith,  of  Stonewall 
Jackson's  staff,  and  Judge  George  L.  Christian,  formerly  of 
the  Richmond  Howitzers.  This  committee  met  at  the  call  of  the 
chairman  and  found  that  he  had  caused  to  be  made  a  strong  box 
with  lock  and  key  in  which  these  records  and  papers  were  to 
be  safely  kept. 

It  was  ascertained  on  examination  of  these  records  and  papers 
by  the  committee  that  they  were  in  some  disorder,  and  it  was 
then  determined  by  the  committee  to  get  Captain  McCabe  to 
make  a  synopsis  of  them  (which  he  readily  and  cheerfully  under- 
took to  do) ,  and  report  to  a  subsequent  meeting  of  the  committee 
with  such  recommendation  as  to  publication  as  he  might  deem 
wise  and  proper.  Captain  McCabe,  with  his  usual  painstaking 
fidelity  and  ability,  made  this  complete  synopsis,  but  reported  to 
the  committee  that  the  greater  part  of  these  records  and  papers 
had  already  been  published  in  the  "Official  Records."  This 
material  was  doubtless  obtained  from  duplicates  in  the  Con- 
federate archives,  which,  after  the  surrender  of  the  Confederate 
armies,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Federals. 

Captain  McCabe  reported  further,  according  to  our  recol- 
lection, that  in  his  opinion  sufficient  interesting  material  re- 
mained unpublished  to  make  a  volume  of  about  two  hundred 
printed  pages  of  ordinary  type.  It  was  the  earnest  desire  of  the 
committee  to  get  Captain  McCabe  to  prepare  and  edit  this  volume. 
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but  before  he  could  do  this,  the  "Great  Reaper"  was  busy  with 
the  members  of  the  committee,  and  first  Colonel  Cutshaw,  the 
chairman,  then  Senator  Daniel,  and  later,  on  June  i,  1920,  Cap- 
tain McCabe  died,  leaving  Dr.  Smith  and  the  writer  the  only 
surviving  members. 

At  the  time  of  the  death  of  Captain  McCabe,  this  box,  con- 
taining what  we  call  the  '*Lee"  records  and  papers,  was  in  his 
house  in  Richmond  securely  locked  up.  The  box  and  contents 
naturally  and  properly  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  executors  of 
Captain  McCabe,  who  were  Mr.  Edmund  S.  Patterson,  of  Peters- 
burg, Va. ;  Mr.  Armistead  C.  Gordon,  of  Staunton,  and  Mr.  W. 
Gordon  McCabe,  Jr.,  of  Charleston,  S.  C.  These  gentlemen 
were  naturally  reluctant  to  turn  over  these  papers  to  any  per- 
sons who  were  not  shown  to  be  the  proper  custodians  of  the 
same,  and  so  some  correspondence  and  delay  ensued  between  one 
or  two  of  them  and  the  writer  as  to  who  was  really  entitled  to 
the  custody  and  control  of  this  box  and  contents.  The  writer 
took  the  position  that  the  surviving  members  of  this  committee, 
to  whom  General  Custis  Lee  had  delivered  the  contents  of  this 
box,  had  this  right  until  some  other  hand  had  been  duly  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose. 

One  of  the  executors,  Mr.  Patterson,  died,  and  we  heard  that 
by  the  advice  of  Mr.  Gordon,  who  is  a  distinguished  lawyer,  he 
and  his  co-surviving  executor  had  determined  to  deliver  this  box 
and  contents  to  Dr.  Smith  and  the  writer ;  and  this  was  done  by 
them  on  June  2y,  ig22.  By  the  kindness  and  courtesy  of  the 
officers  and  board  of  directors  of  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Richmond,  Virginia,  this  box  was  stored  in  the  splendid  vault  of 
that  bank,  and  the  keys  to  the  box  are  now  in  the  possession  of 
the  writer  in  the  very  fine  vault  of  the  Virginia  Trust  Company. 

It  is  the  purpose  of  the  writer,  if  his  health  will  permit,  to 
publish  some  of  these  records  and  papers,  which  have  not  been 
published,  in  some  of  the  future  volumes  of  the  Southern  His- 
torical Society  Papers. 
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The  Heth  Papers 

Hdqrs:  Camp  Fredericksburg  Va. 
18  Feby  1863 
Genl.  [Heth] 

I  have  just  reed  your  note  of  the  i6th,  and  take  pleasure  in 
stating  my  entire  Satisfaction  in  your  Conduct  as  an  officer  and 
soldier  the  short  time  you  were  with  me  in  western  Virga. 

You  at  that  time  commanded  a  regiment  in  Genl.  Floyd's  divi- 
sion, and  as  far  as  I  recollect,  Col :  Wharton'  regiment  had  been 
associated  with  yours  by  Genl  Floyd. 

From  my  high  estimate  of  your  character  formed  there  and 
elsewhere,  on  being  transferred  to  the  Dept:  of  S.  Carolina, 
Georgia  and  Florida,  I  applied  for  your  promotion;  and  re- 
quested that  if  possible  you  might  ^be  ordered  to  join  me.  I  was 
informed  in  reply  that  you  had  been  selected  by  the  Dept:  for 
an  important  command. 

I  have  applied  for  your  services  with  this  army,  and  hope  you 
will  join  me  as  soon  as  practicable. 

I  am  with  much  esteem 

your  obt.  Sert. 

R.  E.  Lee. 


Raleigh,  Jany.  21    [1864] 
Gen.  Heth, 

Comdg.  Knoxville,  Venn. 

Yours  received.  I  hope  you  will  not  relax  your  efforts  until 
the  tories  are  crushed,  but  do  not  let  our  excited  people  deal  too 
harshly  with  misguided  men.  Please  have  those  captured  de- 
livered to  proper  authorities  for  trial. 

Z.  B.  Vance. 


Richmond,  Va.,  id  March,  '65. 
General : 

I  detained  Brig.  Genl.  J.  R.  Davis  until  tomorrow  as  I  desired 
to  have  a  further  conversation  with  him  than  was  practicable  if 
he  had  gone  back  to  his  command  today.     He  informed  me  that 
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his  leave  of  absence  expired  today  and  I  write  this  to  inform 
you  of  the  cause  of  his  having  overstaid  his  leave. 

I  am  happy  to  hear  that  you  are  in  good  health  and  as  I 
always  expect  to  hear  of  you  in  good  spirits.  May  God  preserve 
you  in  the  many  dangers  to  which  you  are  exposed,  and  grant  to 
us  the  reward  for  which  you  have  so  long  and  gallantly  struggled, 
the  independence  of  our  country. 

Very  truly  your  friend, 

Jefferson  Davis. 


Newport  R.  I.,  Sept.   19,  1877. 
Genl  Harry  Heth 

Dear  friend 

I  was  very  much  gratified  at  the  praise  you  bestowed  upon 
Genl.  Wadsworth.  I  am  so  glad  you  happened  to  appreciate 
him.  He  commanded  my  2nd.  Division,  and  when  he  died  I  lost 
the  best  and  strongest  friend  in  our  country,  so  that  I  felt  his  loss 
more  keenly  than  anyone  I  know  of.  Won't  you  write  for  me  a 
full  account  of  the  circumstances  that  you  know  of,  such  as  who 
he  was  fighting  against  immediately?  How  and  by  whom  his 
attack  was  repulsed?  How  far  from  Parker's  Store  that  he  fell 
or  from  some  other  fixed  point?  Whether  his  advance  got  any 
further  than  where  he  fell?  What  became  of  the  papers  on 
his  person?  And  as  much  information  as  you  can  give  me 
about  him  ? 

I  will  be  glad  to  give  you  any  information  I  can  about  the 
Weldon  R.  R.  and  any  other  of  the  battles,  and  I  wish  you 
would  make  out  a  list  of  leading  questions  so  that  I  shall  be  able 
to  cover  the  points  you  desire  to  be  informed  about. 

Very  truly  yours, 

G.  K.  Warren. 


March  24TH  1878 
General  [Heth] 

I  gratefully  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  two  letters  dated 
March  2nd  and  6th  and  thank  you  very  much  for  the  trouble 
you  have  taken  to  furnish  me  with  some  very  valuable,  because 
very  accurate  information  concerning  the  strength  of  your  Divi- 
sion during  the  Gettysburg  campaign.     General  Early  with  the 
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best  intentions  for  the  reputation  of  the  Army  in  which  you  both 
gallantly  served  and  of  its  leader  has  overshot  the  mark.  Not 
only  in  his  operation  for  the  reduction  of  the  effective  strength 
of  that  army  on  the  field  of  battle  has  he  gone  so  far  that  some 
divisions  as  yours  would  according  to  his  calculations  have  left 
more  mutilated  soldiers  on  the  field  of  Pennsylvania  than  they 
had  fighting  men  in  their  ranks  when  they  crossed  Mason  and 
Dixon's  line,  but  he  has  erred  in  a  more  general  point  of  view. 
The  grand  aggregate  of  Lee's  command  was  in  June  1863  above 
133,000  officers  and  men.  The  smaller  his  effective  strength  at 
Gettysburg  was,  the  less  creditable  it  is  for  the  organization  and 
discipline  of  the  army.  On  the  other  hand  if  he  had  lost  none 
of  his  soldiers  by  sickness,  straggling  and  desertion  he  would 
have  brought  at  least  76,000  on  the  field!  of  battle  at  Gettysburg : 
the  more  General  Early  reduces  that  figure  the  more  he  damages 
the  physical  and  moral  qualities  of  the  southern  soldiery.  Lastly 
when  he  exaggerates  the  disproportion  between  the  two  armies 
he  throws  a  heavy  and  unmerited  responsibility  on  the  shoulders 
of  General  Lee,  for  if  really  he  could  have  mustered  only  less 
than  60,000  men  of  all  armis  for  his  invasion  this  campaign  would 
have  been  the  greatest  folly,  the  grossest  blunder  he  could  com- 
mit :  and  it  was  not. 

At  the  same  time  your  first  letter  reached  me  I  received  an 
official  copy  of  the  monthly  return  of  the  Army  of  Northern  Vir- 
ginia for  the  31st  of  May,  1863.  I  therefore  prepared  a  letter 
for  the  Secretary  of  the  Southern  Historical  Society  in  which 
I  state  what  my  conclusions  on  the  subject  of  the  strength  of 
Lee's  army  are  after  having  studied  that  document.  Instead  of 
re-editing  those  conclusions  here,  I  have  copied  that  letter  and 
enclose  it  herewith.  I  believe  I  have  been  impartial  in  that  study : 
I  hope  my  conclusions  will  meet  with  your  approval. 

Receive  once  more  my  best  thanks  and  believe  me.  Dear  Sir 

Yours  truly 

L.  B.  d'Orleans 
Comte  de  Paris 

You  will  perceive  that  having  official  and  complete  documents 
J  have  entirely  given  up  the  attempt  to  calculate  the  strength  of 
the  whole  army  by  taking  as  a  basis  the  average  strength  of  in- 
dividual regiments. 
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March  26th  1878 
General  [Heth] 

I  wrote  to  you  fully  two  days  ago  in  answer  to  your  very 
interesting  letters  of  the  2nd.  and  6th.  instant,  but  not  knowing 
your  address  in  Richmond  I  sent  my  letter  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Southern  Historical  Society  with  the  request  to  forward  it  to 
you.  In  case  it  should  not  reach  you  before  this  please  ask  for  it 
at  the  Rev.  W.  Jones,  library  floors  State  Capitol. 

I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  an  involuntary  error  which  has 
just  struck  me  in  looking  over  again  your  letter  of  June  1877. 
Just  at  the  beginning  (page  151  Southern  H.  S.  Papers,  Sept. 
1877)  in  two  footnotes  you  say,  comparing  the  strength  of  the 
two  armies  at  Gettysburg,  that  the  total  of  the  Army  of  North- 
em  Virginia  on  the  31st  of  May  was  68,352  while  the  rank  and 
file  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  being  105,000,  7,000  officers 
should  be  added  to  this  figure  and  should  swell  it  to  112,000. 
Well  it  is  just  the  contrary  operation  which  should  be  made. 
The  officers  and  men  present  for  duty  in  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  were  99,500  on  the  30th  of  June,  and  with  the  addi- 
tion of  Standard's  and  Lockwood's  brigades  numbered  about 
104,000.  Therefore  the  figure  105,000  represents  not  the  rank 
and  file  but  the  officers  and  men.  On  the  reverse  the  rank  and 
file  in  the  Army  of  Northern  Va.  were  68,343  (or  68,352  if  you 
like)  and  6,116  officers  should  be  added  to  this  figure,  making 
the  aggregate!  of  officers  and  men  74,459.  I  believe  I  have  shown 
that  your  army  could  not  have  been  reduced  by  more  than  one 
thousand  men,  but  taking  no  account  of  straggling,  I  have  proved 
by  your  own  authority  that  it  could  not  be  otherwise  than  in- 
creased by  at  least  1,500  men.  Therefore  instead  of  62,000  and 
112,000  the  figures  should  be  76,000  and  104,000  the  difference 
being  28,000  instead  of  50,000. 

Believe  me  General 
yours  truly 

L.  B.  d'Orleans 

Comte  de  Paris 
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Lynchburg,  March  ist,  1878. 
General  Harry  Heth 

Dear  General 

Your  two  letters  were  received  today  and  I  am  surprised  to 
find  that  you  are  of  the  impression  that  it  was  the  purpose  of  my 
letter  to  criticize  the  conduct  of  yourself  or  your  division  at 
Gettysburg.  I  had  a  very  different  purpose.  Your  statement  of 
the  number  of  muskets  you  had  was  a  very  astonishing  one  to 
me,  and  I  was  fully  impressed  with  the  belief  that  you  were  under 
some  misapprehension  about  the  figures,  and  I  called  your  at- 
tention to  the  facts,  and  the  deductions  to  be  made  from  your 
statement,  in  order  to  ascertain  if  you  were  certain  that  you  had 
7,000  muskets  at  that  time.  What  I  said  about  your  ability  to 
whip  the  1st  Corps,  if  you  had  that  number  of  muskets,  was  said 
believing  that  you  did  not  have  them,  and  with  no  purpose  of 
criticizing  your  failure  to  do  so. 

What  you  state  now,  I  must  say  astonishes  me  a  little  more 
than  your  original  statement.  What  astonishes  me  is  this — that 
Pettigrew's  four  regiments  of  troops  that  had  never  been  in  a 
battle,  as  you  say,  should  after  the  march  to  Gettysburg  have 
numbered  3,000  muskets,  that  is  an  average  of  nearly  800 
muskets  to  a  regiment.  They  were  then  far  better  disciplined 
and  inured  to  the  fatigues  of  marching  than  any  troops  I  ever 
saw.  I  do  not  say  this  to  dispute  the  accuracy  of  your  recol- 
lection, but  to  show  you  why  it  was  that  I  thought  you  were 
under  some  misapprehension.  Another  fact  that  astonishes  me 
is  that  Colonel  Taylor  says  Davis'  brigade  was  formed  of  Mis- 
sissippi regiments  already  with  the  army,  and  as  you  say  it 
numbered  2,000  muskets  at  Gettysburg,  then  it  must  have  aver- 
aged 633  [667]  muskets  to  a  regiment,  as  there  were  only  three; 
and  I  was  not  aware  that  there  were  any  regiments  so  strong  as 
that  with  the  army — that  is,  I  mean  regiments  which  had  gone 
through  the  campaign  with  us.  Another  fact  that  takes  me  very 
much  by  surprise  is  that  you  say  you  had  still  about  7,000 
muskets  after  the  repulse  of  Archer  and  Davis,  as  you  lost  only 
300  in  that  affair.  I  had  always  understood  that  Archer  him- 
self and  the  greater  part  of  his  brigade  were  captured  in  this 
first   affair,   and   that   Davis   suffered   a  very   heavy   loss   also. 
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In  fact,  Wadsworth,  in  his  testimony  (ist  volume,  2d  series, 
Report  on  Conduct  of  the  War,  413)  says:  *'I  was  driven  back 
with  my  three  regiments  on  the  right.  We  retired  in  order,  keep- 
ing up  the  contest,  and  the  left  of  my  division  swung  around  and 
captured  about  8cx)  of  the  enemy,  including  Brigadier  General 
Archer."  He  is  here  speaking  of  the  affair  in  the  morning  before 
the  remaining  divisions  of  the  ist  Corps  and  the  nth  Corps 
had  arrived. 

Doubleday  in  his  testimony,  2d,  page  307,  says:  'The  enemy, 
to  all  appearance,  were  repulsed,  and  we  were  perfectly  success- 
ful at  this  stage,  having  captured  Brigadier  General  Archer  and 
a  large  number  of  prisoners  from  his  brigade,  two  regiments, 
with  their  battle-flags,  from  Davis's  rebel  brigade,  and  driven  the 
enemy  back  so  that  their  attack  had  become  a  very  feeble  one. 
Shortly  after  this  the  remaining  divisions  of  the  ist  Corps,  with 
its  batteries  came  up.  One  of  these  divisions  (Robinson's)  I 
kept  in  reserve  behind  the  Seminary.  I  placed  one  brigade  of 
the  other  division  on  the  right,  and  one  on  the  left,  of  the  woods ; 
and  General  Howard  arrived  at  Gettysburg  about  the  same  time 
with  the,  nth  Corps." 

Knowing  that  Archer  and  the  greater  part  of  his  brigade  were 
captured,  rendering  it  necessary  for  it  to  be  consolidated  with 
Brockenbrough's,  and  always  understanding  that  Davis  had  suf- 
fered heavy  loss  in  prisoners,  I  have  taken  it  for  granted  that 
there  was  some  truth  in  these  statements  of  Wadsworth  and 
Doubleday ;  but  I  suppose  from  your  statement  now  that  Archer 
must  have  been  captured  in  the  afternoon  when  you  made  your 
charge,  though  General  Lee  says  it  was  in  the  first  affair  with 
your  two  brigades. 

You  say:  '1  make  it  a  rule  which  it  would  be  well  for  us,  I 
think,  all  to  follow — never  to  criticize  the  possible  shortcomings 
of  those  troops  which  were  not  immediately  under  my  eye." 

It  is  a  very  good  rule,  and  if  you  will  take  the  trouble  to 
look  at  my  address  at  the  Historical  Convention  at  the  Mont- 
gomery White,  which  I  believe  you  heard,  you  will  find  that  I 
have  said  something  on  that  head  myself,  and  I  think  perhaps 
gone  further  than  you  go.  If  you  will  take  the  trouble  also  of 
examining  all  I  have  published  in  regard  to  the  war,  you  will 
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find  that  in  not  a  single  instance  have  I  undertaken  to  criticize 
the  conduct  of  any  troops  or  their  commanders,  except  in  the 
soHtary  case  of  Longstreet,  and  this  has  been  in  vindication  of 
General  Lee  against  his  assaults.  The  most  of  what  I  have 
written  has  been  in  defence  of  others  against  unjust  assaults 
and  criticisms. 

So  the  innuendo  against  me  contained  in  your  remarks  is 
wholly  inapplicable.  I  have  never  heard  of  any  one's  complain- 
ing that  I  had  done  him  an  injustice  in  anything  I  have  written 
or  published ;  but  I  have  heard  some  very  heavy  complaints  from 
the  friends  of  Stuart  about  your  remarks  in  reference  to  him. 
To  criticize  one's  statements  and  recollection  about  past  events, 
especially  about  figures,  is  a  very  different  thing  from  criticizing 
his  conduct  in  battle. 

In  consequence  of  something  written  to  me  by  the  Count  de 
Paris,  I  was,  on  examination  of  my  own  official  returns,  which 
I  have  for  the  whole  of  the  year  1863,  brought  to  the  conclusion 
that  Colonel  Taylor,  in  estimating  the  force  shown  for  duty  the 
31st  of  May,  1863,  took  the  figures  shown  by  the  column  of 
'^Effective  Total"  for  the  whole  number  of  officers  and  enlisted 
men  present  for  duty;  and  though  at  first  he  insisted  manfully 
that  he  had  not  made  the  mistake,  yet  my  criticism  of  his  state- 
ments brought  him  to  the  examination  of  the  facts,  and  he  found 
that  he  was  mistaken,  and  that  the  total  for  duty,  officers  and  men, 
as  shown  by  the  return  of  May  31,  1863,  was  74,451  instead  of 
68,352,  the  latter  being  the  figures  given  by  both  himself  and 
Swinton,  the  latter  having  made  the  same  mistake  Taylor  did. 

There  is  another  thing  about  which  you  are  mistaken,  as  well 
as  about  my  purpose  to  criticize  you  or  your  troops,  and  that  is 
in  supposing  that,  in  my  article  in  the  December  number  of  the 
Historical  Papers,  I  undertook  to  explain  why  I  did  not  advance 
on  Cemetery  Hill  on  the  evening  of  the  ist  day's  battle.  I  did 
no  such  thing.  I  defended  Ewell  against  the  criticisms  on  him 
for  not  doing  so.  I  was  exceedingly  anxious  to  advance  myself, 
and  would  have  done  so  if  I  could  have  got  my  whole  division 
for  the  purpose,  and  wanted  Ewell  to  do  so.  Why  the  largest 
part  of  my  division  had  to  be  detached  and  was  not  available 
I  have  explained. 
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In  regard  to  your  remark  that  my  fight  on  the  enemy's  right 
was  a  skirmish  compared  to  that  which  had  been  made  by  your 
division,  I  have  only  to  say,  without  meaning  to  disparage  the 
conduct  of  your  division,  that  it  was  very  evident  to  me  when 
I  got  up  that  the  fight  was  going  against  us,  and  the  first  giving 
way  of  the  enemy  was  before  my  brigades,  and  the  Federal  ac- 
counts all  attribute  the  falling  back  of  the  left  to  the  giving  way 
of  their  right.  As  to  the  comparatively  small  loss  in  my  division, 
I  always  found  that  the  beiter:  my  men  fought  the  less  was  their 
loss — that  is,  the  more  we  killed  of  the  enemy  the  fewer  they 
killed  of  us.  I  found  also  that  troops  that  faltered,  or  got  into 
confusion,  generally  suffered  more  than  those  who  went  right 
ahead  in  good  order  and  without  halting.  But  I  shall  not  dispute 
with  you  as  to  whose  troops  fought  the  best  on  that  occasion. 
My  own  did  all  that  was  required  of  them  and  that  was  enough, 
and  now  do  not  let  us  quarrel  about  this  battle,  though  I  am 
not  convinced  that  you  were  not  mistaken  as  to  your  numbers. 

You  wholly  misapprehended  what  I  mean  by  Gettysburg  being 
a  stronghold  for  us.  We  wanted  no  stronghold  there,  for  we 
did  not  want  to  remain. 

Yours  truly, 

J.  A.  Early. 


Christmas  1892 
My  Dear  Genl. 

Both  of  your  letters  have  reached  me  and  in  reply  to  the  latter, 
I  repeat  what  I  have  said  publicly  several  times,  and  once  to 
Maj.  Lacy,  that  I  heard  not  one  word  of  the  conversation  at- 
tributed to  Genl.  Lee  by  Maj.  Lacy.  Inasmuch  as  the  Maj. 
said  that  Genl.  Lee  spoke  in  the  most  complimentary  manner  of 
myself,  it  is  hardly  possible  that  any  soldier  who  served  under 
our  illustrious  chief,  would  forget  praise  from  him.  There  are 
other  reasons  conclusive  to  my  mind,  but  which  I  prefer  not  to 
give,  unless  an  issue  should  be  made  regarding  this  alleged  con- 
versation of  Genl.  Lee.  He  certainly  said  nothing  of  the  sort 
implied  to  him  in  my  hearing. 

As  to  the  cavalry  at  Sharpsburg,  I  can  give  little  information. 
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as  my  Brigfade]  was  detached  and  was  with  McLaws :  Munford 
was  at  Sharpsburg.  I  reached  the  field  before  the  fight,  crossing 
the  Antietam  bridge.  I  suppose  that  Stuart  had  his  whole  com- 
mand.    With  the  good  wishes  of  the  season,  I  am 

Very  truly  yrs 

Wade  Hampton 
Genl.  Heth 


Tampa,  Fla.,  Feby.  14th,  1897. 
Gen.  H.  Heth 

Washington,  D.  C. 
My  Dear  General 

Yours  of  the Feby.  is  received  and  noted. 

The  verdict  is  almost  universal  that  the  battles  of  the  2d  and 
3d  of  July,  at  Gettysburg,  were  gross  errors.  That  your  division, 
with  bloody  noses,  after  its  severe  fight  of  the  ist  was  put  in  to 
do  a  great  part  in  the  assault  of  the  3d,  was  a  grievous  error. 
The  opinion  expressed  on  the  field  that  not  less  than  thirty  thou- 
sand fresh  troops  supplied  by  the  other  corps  could  make  a 
successful  assault  on  the  field  of  the  3d,  is  justified  by  the  events, 
and  events  doubly  show  that  your  division  should  not  have  been 
ordered  as  a  part  of  the  column  to  march  a  mile  under  con- 
centrating fire  and  carry  a  position  held  by  veterans  of  four  times 
our  numbers,  very  strongly  posted. 

All  experienced  soldiers  know  that  battle-worn  and  bruised 
soldiers  can't  go  into  desperate  assault  like  those  who  are  quite 
fresh,  and  waiting  their  opportunity;  and  the  world  knows  now 
that  with  your  division  fresh  and  its  ranks  full,  the  fate  of  the  day 
would  have  been  the  same. 

It  is  quite  absurd  to  attempt  to  figure  out  success  for  the 
Confederates  at  Gettysburg,  by  the  plans  of  our  chief,  for  the 
2d  and  3d  days.  He  has  said  so,  events  have  showed  it,  and 
that  is  the  verdict  of  all  good  military  critiques. 

Very  truly  yours, 

James  Longstreet. 
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